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Lawrence and Nichols wrote: “During heavy fight-
ing between the EPLF and Ethiopian troops during 1981-83, the clandestine
station kept the werld informed about the conflet" (1987:129), The capture
of the port city of Massawa by EPLF was confirmed by VBME and monitored
by major international media such as the BBC, The New York Times, and the
Arab News, while the state-owned Bthioplan media continually denied that
Massawa wes captured by EPLF, The reliability of VBME was also confirmed
by The New York Tims as follows: “The estimta on casualties inthe Eritrean
fighting came from the rebels, but diplomats in Addis Ababa say they are gen-
erally reliable” (The New York Times, April 17, 1990).
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