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NRS: Governor conducts seminar
for residents of Massawa
At a meeting conducted with
representatives of the residents of
Massawa, Brigadier General Tekle
Libsu, Governor of Northern Red
Sea region, said that reinforcing
development programs through
preserving national values is a
timely task.

Senior Eritrean delegation on working visit to Kenya
Senior Eritrean delegation
comprising Foreign Minister Mr.
Osman Saleh and Presidential
Adviser Mr. Yemane Gebreab are
on a working visit to the Republic
of Kenya.
The Eritrean delegation met and

held discussion yesterday with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Kenya, Ambassador Monica Juma
on the progress and strengthening
of the understanding reached
between President Isaias Afwerki
and President Uhuru Kenyatta of
Kenya on 15 December 2018.

Praiseworthy soil and water
conservation activities

The meeting was attended by
Mr. Beyene Russom, Eritrean
Ambassador to Kenya and
Minister of Internal Security
and Coordination of National
Government of Kenya, Mr. Fred
Matiangi.

Stating that the armed struggle
for independence illustrated that
nothing can stop a well-organized
people from achieving victory,
Brigadier General Tekle called on
residents to increase organizational
capacity, ensure security, and
nurture competent youth.
Underlining that self-reliance
is one of the main policies and
strategies of the Government of
Eritrea, the Governor indicated
that
regional
development
endeavors and community-based
campaigns are part of the national

development program and that in
this era of peace, renewed efforts
will significantly contribute to the
development of Massawa.
He went on to say that in addition
to safeguarding national security
and sovereignty, the Government is
exerting strong efforts to improve
the standard of living of Eritreans
through various development
projects. The Governor also called
on various institutions and the
general public to properly use and
protect local resources and increase
efforts to improve education.
Participants at the meeting
expressed their readiness to support
the successful implementation of
national and regional development
initiatives, called for more
seminars in the future, and more
efforts to ensure sanitation and the
empowerment of women.

It is to be recalled that President
Isaias Afwerki conducted a visit
to the Republic of Kenya on
15 December 2018, and held
discussion with President Uhuru
Kenyatta
on
strengthening
bilateral relations between the
two countries.

Various activities by Eritreans in Diaspora
At an activity assessment meeting held in Mendefera on December 26th, it
was reported that commendable activities, featuring the participation of over a
half-million people, were conducted in the Southern region during 2018.
The activities included soil and water conservation campaigns, dirt road
renovation and maintenance, environmental sanitation activities, construction
of terraces and water diversion schemes, maintenance of dams and microdams, the planting of tree seedlings, construction of wells and installation of
water pipelines, the renovation and maintenance of health and educational
facilities, and the construction of residential houses for teachers.
Regarding agricultural activities, 156,676 hectares of land was cultivated
across the region and about 1.2 million quintals of crops, cereals, and oil seed
crops is expected to be harvested. Over a million quintals of vegetables was
collected from 7 hectares of land that was cultivated.
Moreover, preliminary research on culture and heritage has been conducted
in the sub-zones of Senafe, Areza and Dubaruwa.
The participants at the meeting conducted extensive discussions and called
for a thorough study of the region’s culture and heritage. They also urged followup on the issue of migrating army worms and more awareness campaigns on
harmful practices.
The Governor of the Southern region, Mr. Efrem Gebrekrstos, said that
in 2019 more focus will be given to soil and water conservation activities,
community-based environmental sanitation activities, and strengthening public
participation in development programs.

Eritrean nationals in the
Netherlands and South Sudan
held various activities in support
of the implementation of national
development programs.
Specifically,
the
Eritrean
Ambassador to the European
Union, Negasi Kassa, conducted
a seminar on December 30th for
nationals residing in the Netherlands
discussing the objective situation
in the homeland and outlining the
responsibility of nationals.

At the event, certificates of
recognition were presented to
national associations for their
outstanding contributions during the
armed struggle for independence
and for mobilizing citizens on issues
of national significance.
In the same vein, the National
Union of Eritrean Women branch in
South Sudan held its 2nd congress on
December 29th.
Pointing out the important role

played by Eritrean women in national
issues, Yohannes Teklemicael,
Eritrean Ambassador to South
Sudan, called for strengthening
organizational capacity and further
efforts to ensure the success of
planned programs.
The Chairperson of the Union
branch, Leul Tesfahiwet, explained
that the objective of the meeting was
to identify challenges and strengths
and to increase participation in the
success of national development
endeavors.
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A Look Back at an Extraordinary Year – Part III
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion
This article is the third, and final,
piece of a three-part series looking
back at the important events that
unfolded in Eritrea over the past
twelve extraordinary months. Parts I
and II reviewed January to August,
while this article reviews September
to December.
September
In Eritrea, September is about
remembering the armed struggle,
which was sparked by shots fired
by harbenya Hamid Idris Awate at
Mount Adal on September 1st, 1961.
The 57th anniversary of that event was
commemorated at the Expo Grounds
during Festival Eritrea. The nine-day
annual festival was celebrated with
extra excitement since it coincided
with the historic developments
unfolding across the region.
On September 5th, Ethiopian PM
Abiy Ahmed and Somali President
Mohammed Abdullahi Mohammed
arrived in Asmara for a tripartite
summit. The three countries’ leaders
announced the “Joint Declaration on
ComprehensiveCooperationbetween
Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia”,
which states that the countries will:
bolster comprehensive cooperation
that advances the goals of the
peoples of the three countries; build
close political, economic, social,
cultural, and security ties; work in
coordination to promote regional
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peace and security; and establish
a Joint High-Level Committee
to coordinate the efforts in the
framework of the joint declaration.
Later that day, an Ethiopian ship
docked in an Eritrean port for the first
time in two decades and won Bisha
Mining’s international bid to transport
copper concentrates. On September
6th, the Ethiopian Embassy in Asmara
officially re-opened. President Isaias
handed the key to PM Abiy and they
jointly raised the Ethiopian flag as
the Ethiopian anthem was played.
Redwan Hussein was appointed as
the new Ambassador to Asmara.
Notably, the joint high-level
committee established during the
tripartite summit conducted its first
initiative by travelling to Djibouti
on September 6th to hold discussions
with President Ismail Guelleh.
The committee was headed by the
foreign ministers of Eritrea, Ethiopia,
and Somalia. The trip was fruitful,
as Eritrea and Djibouti agreed to
normalize ties after a decade of
tension and hostility.
Less than a week later, on
September 11th, as part of Geez New
Year celebrations, Ethiopian and
Eritrean armed forces met peacefully
to clear landmines, open border
crossings, and celebrate the holiday.
During the day, President Isaias
and PM Abiy would officially open
the Debai-Sima-Bure and SerhaZalmbessa border points connecting
the two countries, while days later,
on September 15th, the Adi QualaRama road connecting Eritrea and
Ethiopia through the Mereb River
was reopened.
Unsurprisingly,
these
developments were met by great
excitement by the people of both
countries. The border openings led to
the reuniting of friends and families,
heavy traffic, and considerable trade
and commercial activities.
On September 16th, in recognition
of the vision, courage, and
statesmanship they demonstrated to
bring about peace, President Isaias
and PM Abiy were presented “The
Order of King Abdulaziz”, Saudi
Arabia’s highest medal, by King
Salman bin Abdulaziz. President
Isaias and PM Abiy also signed
the Jeddah Peace Accord, further
cementing peace and cooperation.
The historic ceremonies were
conducted in the presence of King

Salman, the UN Secretary-General,
the African Union Commission
chairman, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Salman, Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
and Minister of Defense, Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation, and
others.
The
diplomatic
activities
continued the following day when
President Isaias met with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman and
with Djibouti President Guelleh.
The two leaders agreed to establish
a new chapter of cooperation and
expressed gratitude to Saudi Arabia
for its contributions. Two days
afterward, President Isaias held talks
with Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces of the UAE, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
September’s
other
notable
diplomatic activities included the
visit by an Eritrean delegation,
composed of Foreign Minister
Osman Saleh and Presidential
Advisor Yemane Gebreab, to Russia
to hold talks with Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, and President
Isaias’ meeting on September 13th
with Egyptian Foreign Minister,
Sameh Shoukry, who delivered
a message from President Abdul
Fatah el-Sisi. President Isaias also
received representatives of Amhara
Regional State, who expressed their
support for peace, while Eritrea’s
Cabinet of Ministers held a meeting
on September 28th to discuss
developments in the region.
Locally, the month featured
numerous events, including the
drafting of a 2017-2021 strategic
plan by the Ministry of Health to
eradicate the prevalence of malaria;
an €11.7 million project to provide
energy to the rural towns of Areza
and Maidma; graduation ceremonies
for the College of Arts and Social
Sciences and the College of Business
and Economics; the conclusion of
a four-month certificate training
program for Ministry of Information
staff; training for teachers in the
Central region, celebrations of Geez
New Year and Meskel, and the
commemoration of World Tourism
Day, International Youth Day, World
Contraception Day, and International
Reading Day. As well, a delegation
of the Confederation of Ethiopian

continued on page 5
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2018: Black Swan in the Horn of Africa
Sophia Tesfamariam
It is the beginning of 2019 and no
doubt there will be predictions about
our world from pundits everywhere.
There will be economic and political
forecasts and the analysts and experts
will be making the media circuits to
offer their “educated” views. Some
will get it right, and some will be
way off.-but don’t expect them to
admit their mistakes.
In trying to understand what
the rapid changes in the Horn of
Africa mean, and while searching
for the undercurrents (unknowns)
that brought the changes, and trying
to predict what the future of the
region holds, this writer, who owns
no crystal ball, is reaching to others
for explanation. Scouring through
my modest collection of favorite
books I am re-reading Nassim
Nicholas Taleb’s “The Black
Swan: The Impact of the Highly
Improbable”. The Horn of Africa is
home to hundreds of birds. But this
is not about birds…Black Swan is a
metaphor for the game changer.
Taleb explains:
“…Before the discovery of
Australia, people in the Old World
were convinced that all swans were
white, an unassailable belief as it
seemed completely confirmed by
empirical evidence. The sighting
of the first black swan might have
been an interesting surprise for
a few ornithologists (and others
extremely concerned with the
coloring of birds), but that is
not where the significance of the
story lies. It illustrates a severe
limitation to our learning from
observations or experience and
the fragility of our knowledge. One
single observation can invalidate a
general statement derived from
millennia of confirmatory sightings
of millions of white swans…”
Just because one does not know
about something, does not mean that
it does not exist.
Taleb explains the properties of
Black Swan events-rarity, extreme
impact, and retrospective (though
not prospective) predictability:
“…First, it is an outlier, as it
lies outside the realm of regular
expectations, because nothing in
the past can convincingly point to
its possibility. Second, it carries an
extreme impact. Third, in spite of
its outlier status, human nature

makes us concoct explanations for
its occurrence after the fact, making
it explainable and predictable…A
small number of Black Swans
explain almost everything in our
world, from the success of ideas
and religions, to the dynamics
of historical events, to elements
of our own personal lives… The
inability to predict outliers implies
the inability to predict the course
of history… Seeing white swans
does not confirm the nonexistence
of black swans…”
Black Swans can be positive or
negative and there have been many
events in the Horn of Africa that can
be considered as such.
In
addition
to
Eritrea’s
independence in 1991 there have
been important and decisive events
that had ramifications far beyond
Eritrea and the region. These events
were for the most part unexpected,
and left both foe and friend in awe.
Suffice it to mention a few: The
liberation of Nakfa in 23 March
1977, the ‘Battle of Afabet, the
demise of the Ethiopian Nadew
Command in 1988, and the historic
Operation Fenkil in 1990, are events
that changed the course of history.
The most significant and most
unexpected event in 2018 in the Horn
of Africa is the downfall of the TPLF
regime in Ethiopia and the ascension
of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. This
“Black Swan” event in the Horn
blindsided analysts, experts and
journalists in the region. Some are
still having difficulty understanding
the collapse of a regime they
believed was too entrenched to fall.
How is it that these pundits could
speak with certainty about Eritreawhere they say they had no access,
was “secretive” etc. etc. but were
unable to see what was happening
right under their noses in Ethiopia,
where they had access galore?
So who accurately predicted the
fall of the regime in Ethiopia?
In an interview in 2002, General
Sebhat Ephrem, speaking about
the historical mistakes made by the
TPLF (Woyane) regime in Ethiopia,
said that the pathway (መስርህ) for
fundamental change in Ethiopia
had begun- that the die had been
cast…that it was difficult to say
when and how that change would
come, but that the course had been
irreversibly set, that the end of
TPLF was inevitable. He said that
historical changes come from the

things that cannot be seen, from the
unpredictable, the undercurrents, or
as Taleb says, from the unknown.
But predicted, nonetheless the fall of
the regime-almost 16 years ago.
In 2010, H.E. President Isaias
Afwerki intimated the TPLF regime’s
imminent fall when he said:
“…although the clique [TPLF]
sought to buy time through
conducting bogus elections,
momentarily suppressing popular
opposition and controlling the
economy, the regime is basically a
rotten entity in which a few corrupt
individuals and groups may give
the wrong impression of possessing
power and the hope of continuity.
The visible corruption on the part
of the TPLF has assumed a scope
beyond redemption…”
Again, in January 2018, H.E.
President Isaias Afwerki predicated
the inevitable fall of the regime:
“…The biggest obstacle was the
political and economic injections
that were made to delay the
unfolding circumstances. Major
investments were made in the
country; in return, these injections
not only created the crisis we are
witnessing today, but they also
played a major role in keeping
it under wraps for a long period
of time. However, the “intensive
care” that was provided could
not postpone the inevitable crisis
for an indefinite period…The
government is perhaps in its last
straw as it strives to hold a tight
grip on power… All these efforts
notwithstanding, the TPLF has
come to the end of the road; It is
Game Over!...”
So how did Eritrea’s leaders
accurately predict the fall of the
TPLF regime while so many of its
patrons were taken by surprise?
Because they were not swayed
by prevailing narratives and were
able to accurately gauge and read
Ethiopia’s reality…
The volumes produced by various
academics, analysts and journalists
about Eritrea, Ethiopia and the Horn
of Africa in the last 27 years have been
rendered meaningless because they
were predicated on wrong premises.
Taleb attributes their blindness to
“confirmation bias” and “narrative
fallacy” and belief perseverance”.
He says there is a tendency not to
reverse long held opinions, “belief
perseverance”, even if the facts were

laid bare in front of us:
“…When you develop your
opinions on the basis of weak
evidence, you will have difficulty
interpreting
subsequent
information that contradicts
these opinions, even if this
new information is obviously
more accurate… The problem
with experts is that they do not
know what they do not know…
Prediction, not narration, is the
real test of our understanding of
the world…the need to fit a story
or pattern to a series of connected
or disconnected facts…It’s like
they have a virus controlling their
brains that prevents them from
seeing things going forward—
the Black Swan around the
corner…”
The Brooking Institute missed the
Black Swan in the Horn of Africa
when it produced, “Big Bets and
Black Swans- A Presidential Briefing
Book” for Barack Obama’s second
term. Did that contribute to Obama’s
misspeak during his visit to Ethiopia
in 2015 in which he labelled the
regime as “democratically elected’.
Was he swayed by the briefing he
was getting from his advisors or was
it his own bias at play?
It was not long after Obama’s
visit to Ethiopia that the protests
began. They started in 2015 in
the Oromia region and quickly
spread nationwide, paralyzing the
government, which was forced to
declare a “state of emergency”.
Ethiopia was governed by listening
posts and the killings and mass
detentions to squelch the uprisings
continued. But one could not tell
what was happening from reading
the daily barrage of feel good stories
in the mainstream media. Let us take
a look at one such report.
The Vanguard’s Jeff Jeffrey, in
his 2 August 2016 article “Ethiopia:
Catalyst for the Horn”, produced this
rosy picture of Ethiopia:
“…For the last 25 years, while
the Horn of Africa (including
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and
Somalia) garnered a reputation as
one of the most volatile regions in
the world, Ethiopia has remained
a relative oasis of stability. It is now
one of the world’s fastest growing
economies…The current state of
the Horn of Africa indicates that
claiming it is free of its darker days
would be foolhardy. But when
viewing how Ethiopia, Djibouti

and Somaliland are developing
together, there appears reason for
cautious optimism – perhaps even
some celebration…”
It was not because he did not
know what was really happening in
Ethiopia, he did. So while there was
an abundant supply of information
coming from Addis based analysts,
diplomats, journalists as well as
intelligence personnel and military
technocrats of every variety…the
narratives varied greatly from the
reality on the ground.
Allow me to end with this from
Nate Silver, the author of “The
Signal and the Noise: Why So Many
Predictions Fail - But Some don’t”,
who cautions about the use of the
abundantly available information
today:
“…Information is no longer a
scarce commodity; we have more
of it than we know what to do
with. But relatively little of it is
useful. We perceive it selectively,
subjectively, and without much
self-regard for the distortions that
this causes. We think we want
information when we really want
knowledge….The signal is the
truth. The noise is what distracts
us from the truth…even if the
amount of knowledge in the world
is increasing, the gap between
what we know and what we think
we know may be widening…
We face danger whenever
information growth outpaces our
understanding of how to process
it…the most calamitous failures
of prediction usually have a lot
in common. We focus on those
signals that tell a story about the
world as we would like it to be, not
how it really is…”
Black Swans have rocked the
status quo in the Horn, making 2018
yet another historic year and this
event has turned accepted narratives
and long held beliefs about the region
and its people, upside down. Despite
volumes being produced about the
region and its people…most of it
turned out to be just a lot of noise…
and the noise distracted many from
the truth.
If against all odds defined Eritrea’s
long struggle for independence, the
most improbable describes its postindependence feats….and truth
remains the signal.
Best Wishes for the New Year…
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January in the History of Eritrea
Simon Weldemichael
Eritrea has a long, eventful past.
This article takes a look at several
significant events that have occurred
during the month of January during
Eritrea’s history, beginning from
1890. Particular focus is given to
events with significant national
implications.
1 January 1890: Italy officially
announced the formation of their
first colony in Africa and named it
Eritrea. Generally, outside the old
western European countries and
some exceptions, all of Africa and
the rest of the Third World started
out as colonies. Italian colonization
defined and forged the geographical
map of Eritrea and had an impact
on the history of Eritrea. However,
this does not mean that the history
of Eritrea began with Italian
colonization. Rather, the history
of Eritrea antedates European
colonization. For example, it
features the existence of ancient
civilizations and a long tradition of
resistance against domination.
The prevailing military, economic,
and political situation in Eritrea at
the end of 19th century made Italian
colonial expansion into the interior
easier. The continuous raids from
Tigray, coupled by the heavy
taxation levied on the population
in the wake of every war weakened
the power of the Eritrean people.
To make matters worse, a terrible
famine - described by the label
“zemene akahida” (meaning “a
period of betrayal”) – devastated
the population. Italy’s first colonial
steps were facilitated by an Italian
trading company, the Rubattino
Company. Giuseppe Sapeto, a
Catholic priest was instrumental in
facilitating the agreement between
the trading company and the Sultan
of Assab.
Missionaries also played a “great”
role in European colonization of
Africa. They were pioneers and
cleared the way for their respective
nations to come to Africa. During
European colonization of Africa,
religion was a principal instrument
in inculcating white supremacy
and black inferiority in the mind
of Africans. Notably, even decades
after the era of direct colonization,
many Western nations and groups
still attempt to use religion in an
attempt to control the minds of
Africans.

1 January 1979: The Voice of the
Masses, Radio Dimtsi Hafash was
established in Fah, Sahel. Media is
instrumental in increasing popular
consciousness and participation
during socio-political movements
and revolutions. Aware of this,
the Eritrean People’s Liberation
Front (EPLF) tirelessly worked to
develop a media platform through
which it could communicate
with the Eritrean population.
Communication between the EPLF
and the people was impeded by
the strategic withdrawal following
the Soviet intervention on the side
of the Derg. This development
thus demanded the launching of
broadcast media. Accordingly,
Radio Dimtsi Hafash was
established on 1 January 1979.
The program accomplished its
mission of disseminating news and
Eritrean views to the people living
inside and outside the country.
Today, Dimtsi Hafash has expanded
its coverage and added two more
channels in order to inform and
entertain a broader audience.
6 January 1993: UN SecretaryGeneral Dr. Boutros Boutros Gali
made a historic visit to Eritrea.
After a long independence
struggle, the martyrdom of over
65,000 dead fighters, and the death
of many more civilians, Eritrea
defeated Ethiopian colonization
and oppression. From the day that
it passed the federal resolution in

1950 until 1991, the UN failed
to ensure justice and carry out
its responsibility to the Eritrean
people. When the dark chapter of
Ethiopian colonization was ended
through the monumental efforts
of Eritreans, the UN SecretaryGeneral paid an official visit to
liberated Eritrea.
7January 1977: The EPLF
liberated Karura, a small town
located on northern tip of Eritrea.
This was the first liberated area
and it served as a springboard
for the EPLF to free other parts
of the nations from Ethiopia’s
occupying forces. Fully cognizant
and understanding of the uneven
balance of forces and power which
prevailed at the time, the EPLF
employed a strategy summed up as,
“Liberating the land and people, bit
by bit.” Notably, the liberation of
two other important towns, located
in western Eritrea, Tessenei and
Alighder, also took place in the
month of January, in 1984.
12 January 1979: The Derg
began its third offensive in an
attempt to annihilate the EPLF.
After the EPLF made its strategic
withdrawal,
the
successive
Ethiopian offensives, supported by
the USSR, seemed to tip the balance
of power and put Eritrean fighters
on the defensive and into retreat.
After coming to power, Colonel
Mengistu Hailemariam decided
to address the Eritrean “problem”

through a military solution. His
regime got closer to the socialist
camp and he made a trip to Moscow
to strengthen relations and secure
military support. As a result, in
December 1976, a secret military
assistance agreement was signed
between Ethiopia and the USSR.
Moscow’s military aid to the Derg,
which began in 1977, continued
until the Eritrean independence
war was effectively over in 1991.
January 1977: The Eritrean
independence movement held its
First Organizational Congress
at Fah, Sahel. Hundreds of
representatives of fighters and
mass organizations, delegations
from various countries, and
representative
of
liberation
movements from around the
world attended the landmark
meeting. In this historic event,
the political, economic, social,
and military experience of the
ongoing Eritrean revolution was
closely examined and the national
democratic program was approved.
The leadership was also elected,
with Romodan Mohammed Nur
as Secretary-General and Isaias
Afwerki as Vice SecretaryGeneral. The name of the liberation
movement was also decided the EPLF. After independence,
the EPLF transitioned into the
People’s Front for Democracy
and Justice, focusing on the new
task of nation-building, national
development, and establishing a

harmonious, prosperous society for
all Eritreans.
January 2019: Eritreans all
over the world welcomed the New
Year with great enthusiasm and
excitement. They also celebrated
the developments toward peace
and the victory over sanctions that
took place across 2018. Many have
also expressed their commitment to
use 2019 to make up for the years
of lost opportunity and potential.
During the past 20 years, Eritreans
made great sacrifices to protect
their independence and seek
justice. As a long, dark chapter,
characterized by external efforts
to isolate and break Eritrea, has
come to an end, the country and its
people have begun to look forward
with optimism to a new chapter of
peace, cooperation, and progress.
Finally, a quick glance at some
of the events that have occurred
in January during Eritrea’s history
raises an interesting question:
how did Eritreans manage to so
effectively organize themselves
and achieve their independence?
One factor is the “the culture
of resistance,” which, after first
emerging, never disappeared.
Eritreans have repeatedly made
history through relying on that
“culture of resistance.” Moving
forward, in order to ensure lasting
peace and prosperity, Eritreans
must maintain their “culture of
resistance”.
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A Look Back at an Extraordinary . . .
continued from page 2
Trade Unions visited Eritrea from
September 1st to 4th, while an Eritrean
delegation attended the Horn of
Africa Women’s Forum in Vienna.
At the end of the month, Eritrea’s
Foreign Minister addressed the UN
General Assembly, calling for the
unjust sanctions to be lifted and
demanding compensation for the
economic hardship. As well, Eritrea
reiterated its support for Somalia
during a high-level meeting held in
New York and attended by the UN
Secretary-General.

October
Exciting developments continued
in October. On October 12th, Italian
PM Giuseppe Conte arrived in
Asmara, where he met with President
Isaias and government officials to
discuss bilateral relations. Two days
later, on October 14th, President
Isaias led a delegation to Ethiopia.
There, he would meet with PM Abiy
to discuss developments and also
jointly-inaugurate the Omo Kuraz III
Sugar Factory in southern Ethiopia.
Then, on October 19th, President
Isaias hosted a Russian delegation
headed by Mikhail Leonidovich
Bogdanov, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Discussions focused
on strengthening bilateral relations
and cooperation.
Notably, on October 17th, the
foreign ministers of Eritrea and
Ethiopia headed to Mogadishu for an
official visit. The visit was part of the
ongoing developments in the region
and continued the process begun by
September’s “Joint Declaration on
ComprehensiveCooperationbetween
Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia.”
The foreign ministers expressed
their support for the Government of
Somalia and its political progress.
They also reaffirmed their respect for
the sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and political independence of all
three nations. A week later, Osman
Saleh and Dr. Workneh met with
Enzo Moavero Milanesi, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation of Italy during the
second Italy-Africa Forum, held
in Rome from October 24 to 25.
The meeting focused on Italy’s
contributions to strengthening peace
and cooperation in the region.
While New York is the “city

that doesn’t sleep” and Paris is the
“city of love,” Asmara was staking
its claim to be the “city of peace.”
Following the numerous peace and
reconciliation agreements concluded
over previous months, on October
21st, the Ethiopian government and
the Ogaden National Liberation Front
(ONLF) signed a peace agreement.
In October, the UN General
Assembly elected Eritrea to serve on
the Human Rights Council. Eritrea
issued a statement outlining that it
was proud of its selection and did not
take the responsibility lightly.As well,
a UN delegation headed by Dereje
Wordofa, UN Assistant Secretary-

General and UNFPA Deputy
Executive Director, visited Eritrea

to discuss the country’s progress and
strengthening cooperation.
As ever, the month was filled with
numerous important local activities,
including a seminar on malaria in
Foro sub-zone; the inauguration of
a 6 million Nakfa water project in
Logo Anseba sub-zone; a seminar on
environmental sanitation in Barentu;
the celebration of the 25th anniversary
of the National Association of
Eritrean War Disabled Veterans; the
commemoration of International
Teacher’s Day, International Day
of the Girl, and World Food Day;
a training program for the Ministry
of Agriculture’s staff members in
Gash Barka; a graduation ceremony
at Barentu School of Assistant
Nurses; an engineering workshop
by the Embassy of China in Eritrea;
and a delegation of the National
Confederation of Eritrean Workers
participating in the founding
Congress of the Horn of Africa
Confederation of Trade Unions, held
in Ethiopia.
November
In an interview on November

3rd, President Isaias discussed the
significance, progress, and regional
ramifications of the historic peace
agreement with Ethiopia. Less than
a week later, on November 9th, he
and Somali President Mohammed
visited Ethiopia to meet PM Abiy
and discuss progress of the “Joint
Declaration of Peace and Friendship.”
Then, on November 17th, President
Isaias received a message from
Uhuru Kenyatta, President of Kenya,
congratulating Eritrea for its recent
developments also extended an
invitation to President Isaias to visit
Kenya.
One of the year’s most important
events unfolded on November 14th,
as the UN Security Council rectified
a nine-year-old miscarriage of justice
and unanimously lifted the sanctions
that were imposed on Eritrea in
December 2009 and expanded in
2011. The decision sparked large
celebrations by Eritreans, both in
the country and abroad. Who could
begrudge them this moment, since
they had fought so long and remained
firmly committed to their principles
and values? Various leaders, as well
as several regional and international
organizations, sent messages of
congratulations and support to the

people and Government of Eritrea.
Locally, Eritrea continued to make
history; from November 21st to 25th,

Eritrea hosted the inaugural Africa
Cup of Cycling. The competition
featured teams from across Africa
and saw Eritrea dominate, leaving
little doubt as to who is Africa’s
cycling superpower.
Other important local activities
included a workshop on tourism
in Anseba region; the launch of
the national measles and rubella
vaccination
campaign
and
distribution of Vitamin A program;
the 3rd Congress Meeting of the
National Association of the Mentally
and Physically; a tour of inspection

for over 100 forestry and wildlife
experts conducted by the National
Forestry and Wildlife Authority; a
NUEYS seminar for youth workers
in Barentu; and the observance of
World Antibiotics Awareness Week,
International Day of Bacteria, World
Diabetes Day, and International
Children’s Day.
December
The last month of an extraordinary
year began with President Isaias
holding talks with the US Assistant
Secretary for African Affairs, Tibor
Nagy, on December 4th in Asmara.
Despite decades of challenges
from previous US administrations,
President
Isaias
expressed
Eritrea’s readiness for constructive
engagement and strengthened
relations and cooperation with the
US. Subsequently, the US Deputy
Assistant Secretary for African
Affairs, Makila James, visited Eritrea
from December 14th to 16th,
Following the October meeting of
President Isaias with the Italian PM,
the Eritrean leader also held talks with
Claudia Del Re, Vice-Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Italy, on December
5th. Notably, the Vice-Minister was
accompanied by representatives of
various Italian businesses, who met
with government officials to discuss
investment opportunities.
On December 13th, President Isaias
made a historic visit to Somalia to
meet with President Mohammed.
The two pledged to strengthen their
nations’ historical relations and
cooperate in all areas. From Somalia,
President Isaias headed to Kenya,
following an earlier invitation
from President Kenyatta. The two
discussed Kenya’s role in regional
peace and the possibilities for
trade and investment between their
countries. Subsequently, President
Isaias held talks with Crown Prince

Sheik Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan in Abu Dhabi on December
17th.

Eritrea’s positive role in the
region was illustrated as leaders
of the ONLF, in accordance with a
peace agreement reached with the
Government of Ethiopia in Asmara,
departed from Eritrea for Ethiopia.
As well, adding to awards they
received in the previous months,
President Isaias and PM Abiy were
awarded the 2018 “Imam Al Hassan
Bin Ali Award for Promoting Peace”,
by Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation of
the UAE, at the 5th assembly of
the Forum for Promoting Peace in
Muslim Societies in Abu Dhabi.
On December 4th, the President
of the Confederation of African
Football, Dr. Ahmed Ahmed,
accompanied by a delegation of
officials from the football federations
of Ethiopia, Somalia, and Djibouti,
visited Eritrea. The delegation held
discussions with the local federation
to explore ways of expanding the
game in Eritrea and strengthening the
relationship between the governing
bodies of the countries. Then, on
December 16th, the Red Sea Camels
put in a dominating performance,
winning 3-0 against South Sudan in
a youth international friendly held at
the Cicero Stadium.
Other notable local activities
included the establishment of the
China Alumni Association by
Eritrean graduates from Chinese
institutions; a two-day national
conference on sanitation at the
Asmara Palace Hotel; the annual
meeting of the Executive Board of
the East Africa Athletics Federations;
the 5th Annual Pharmacovigilance
Conference; the inauguration of a
2 million Nakfa water project in
Adi Musa; an Eritrean delegation’s
participation at the Intra-African
Trade Fair, in Cairo; the observance
of International Day of Disabled
Persons, World AIDS Day, and
International Human Rights Day; and
nationwide Christmas celebrations
on December 25th.
Last, on December 31st, Eritreans
enthusiastically celebrated the end of
a historic year. As the clock wound
down on 2018, many Eritreans
began to look forward to 2019 in the
expectation of further developments,
progress, and positive change for the
country and the region.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Bisha Mining Share Company is inviting applicants for the following
positions for Bisha site project.

•

Identification, reporting and management of instability,
mitigation of geotechnical risk
o Responsible for ensuring all areas of potential, developing or occurred
instability are managed and reported concisely as per the existing
TBRA “Wall Instability/Failure”.
o Responsible for reporting such areas in a timely and concise manner
to the Technical Services Manager, Mining Manager and Chief mining
Officer.
o Responsible for designing and implementing investigative programmers
(such as drilling) to sufficiently define parameters necessary to allow
suitable analyses to be conducted.
o Responsible to perform suitable analysis or back analysis of identified
areas of instability or potential areas of instability.
o Responsible for the management of instability, including delineation
and the succinct communication of such areas to all mining personnel
through the creation, update and distribution of the Geotechnical
Hazard map.

•

Responsible for the design, implementation and upkeep of the
slope stability EDM prism and IBIS radar systems
o Definition of locations for installation of optimal positioning for monitoring
equipment.
o Continued system maintenance and upkeep to provide sufficient pit
wall slope stability monitoring.
o Determination and application of site specific trigger threshold alarm
levels.
o Supervision of the installation, reading, collation and interpretation of
data from the slope monitoring systems and reporting on a daily, weekly
and monthly basis.
o Troubleshooting the monitoring systems when there are operating
failures and glitches.

•

Responsible for the creation and update of the Ground Control
Management Plan
o Responsible for creating the Ground Control Management Plan and the
associated SOPs for maintaining and monitoring batter conditions.
o Provide recommendations and guidance in maintaining safe wall
conditions and correcting unsafe wall conditions.

•

WMP – Water management Plan
o Responsible for the creation of the WMP, and the annual update
in conjunction with the Process Engineering and Environmental
departments.
o Determination of the site wide water balance, and development and
implementation of action plans to more accurately define aquifer supply
characteristics, including identification and development of potential as
yet un-developed aquifer sources.

•

Responsible for ensuring the completion of the total pit
inspection
o Including Bench and crest, TMF, ROM pad and waste dump safety
inspections.
o Ensuring additional as required inspections are completed, such as
post heavy rainfall, post blast and following identification of potential
movement from slope monitoring systems.

•

Geotechnical Core Logging
o Ensuring that all data logging data is captured and stored appropriately
with sufficient QAQC to ensure the reliability of the data.
o Ensure that Geology, Rock Mass, Structure and Orientation measures
are logged into system.

1. Position: Geotechnical Superintendent
Department: Technical Services
Number Required: One (01)

• Primary Purpose

o The Geotechnical Superintendent is responsible for all aspects of pit
wall stability: Ensuring appropriate design criteria are defined and
implemented; identification and management of areas of developing
instability; mitigation of unstable areas and recommending design
revisions to return them back to an acceptable Factor of Safety,
management and reporting of instability; implementation and
interpretation of slope monitoring systems and data; identification
and implementation of potential design slope changes; pit wall
depressurization and monitoring; developing de-watering and depressurization procedures for pit walls and the collection of water
flow and water balance data, custodianship of the BMSC Ground
Control Management Plan and Water Management Plan. He is
also responsible for mentoring and training Eritrean subordinates in
carry out these functions independently, to become fully functional
Geotechnical Geologists/Engineers.

•

•

Main functions
o Responsible for all aspects of designing, checking, recommending,
achieving and maintaining wall stability, management and
documentation of wall instability, slope stability monitoring and
depressurization processes
o Responsible for ensuring any identified instabilities are reported
clearly and concisely, and to all responsible parties in a timely manner,
delineating areas of geotechnical hazard and assisting the Mining and
other Departments in managing geotechnical risk.
o Responsible for the commissioning, operation and upkeep of the
slope stability EDM prisms and IBIS radar systems.
o Responsible for the creation and update of the Ground Control,
De-watering and De-pressurization Management Plan. Manage the
horizontal de-watering/de-pressurization drilling program with one
D55 drill.
o Responsible for the creation of the Water Management Plan and
ongoing updates with the Process Engineering and Environmental
Departments.
o Responsible for ensuring the completion of Total Pit Inspection (Bench
& Crest inspection; Crack and Prism monitoring; TMF, ROM PAD and
waste dump safety inspection), and documentation.
o Responsible for the design, implementation and Geotechnical Core
Logging of geotechnical drill programmers.
o Responsible for ensuring Blast Assessment is conducted and
Geotechnical Inputs for blasting are provided.
o Creating and updating the Geotechnical Hazard Map, prism movement
analysis, Dips Stereo net updates and reporting, and instabilities
revealed by the IBIS radar system.
o Pit wall depressurization and pieziometric surface definition, and
monitoring of the progress in dit wall de-watering.
o Training of National Geotechnical Geologists/Engineers and Geo
technicians.

Geotechnical design
o Collection, collation, interpretation and use of all necessary
geotechnical data required to provide geotechnical design parameters
and design of open pits.
o Responsible for the collection and collation of data necessary for the
ongoing updating of the Geotechnical model.

continued on page 7
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continued from page 6
o Analyse Weathering, RQD, GSI and Q’ data outputs are calculated
from data captured.
o Ensure continuous update of data into Geotechnical Model.
o Ensure that sufficient samples are collected and suitable tests
conducted to relevant standards to sufficiently accurately define rock
mass and discontinuity parameters.
• Responsible for ensuring required geotechnical mapping is
completed
o Complete geotechnical mapping on a routine bias, updating the
geotechnical and geological maps, including photogrammetry results.
• Responsible for ensuring Blast Assessments are conducted and
geotechnical inputs for blasting are provided
o Ensuring the blast assessments are utilized to provide ongoing
improvement and refinement of blast designs with the aim of maximizing
wall quality whilst minimizing blasting cost.
o Providing accurate geotechnical data to Mining and other BMSC
departments.
o Responsible for pre and post blasting inspection.
o Pre-blast design check and sign-off.
o Inspect final wall and scaling after blasting.
Creating and update of the Geotechnical Hazard Map, prism
movement analysis, Dips Stereo net updates and reporting
o Providing and updating the map of the open pit showing areas of both
good and unstable ground, updating it periodically to show the new
and old mining areas
• Pit wall depressurization and pieziometric surface
determination
o Designing and implementing a depressurization drilling programs in a
safe manner to sufficiently provide enough holes to depressurize and
de-water the pit slopes.
o Installation and upkeep of piezometers necessary to monitor and
define the pieziometric surface and drawdown.
• Training and Mentoring of Geotechnical Geologist and Geo
technicians
o Ensure that ongoing training is provided to the geotechnical Geologist
and Geo technicians.

•

•

Demonstrated – geotechnical and
hydrological field experience;
able to calibrate real conditions to
theoretical slope design parameters
in dry, semi-saturated and saturated
slope conditions.
Demonstrated – Commitment to
ensuring safe operating conditions
in the open pit by reacting to and
explaining slope stability alarms,
setting practical alarm limits,
anticipating conditions that can
worsen safe operating conditions
in the pit, give practical advice on
returning pit walls to acceptable
standards.

•

Excellent
Motivational
skills in
developing a
cohesive team

•

Coach and
mentor national
staff, train in all
aspects of mining
geotechnical
work and slope
stability. Train
in the various
geotechnical
software
packages. Train
national staff
in prism and
radar monitoring
slope stability
execution and
interpretation
of data,
troubleshoot the
systems when
they go down
Budgetary and
management
skills.

•

•

•

Qualifications:
o Degree level position (BSc, BEng) in Geology or Geotechnical
Engineering
Knowledge and Experience:
o 10+ years Mining industry specific experience
o 8+ years Geotechnical focused
o Mining Geotechnical Management & Leadership Role + 4 yrs

Technical Skills

Behavioral Skills

•

•

•

•

Computer Literacy (MS Office
– Advanced, Excel – Advanced,
Geology Software package)
High level of proficient –
Conscience suite (Dips, Slide,
Rocdata) or other geotechnical
software;

Proficient - Technical Englishverbal & written. Able to
communicate concisely and at
times, with a sense of urgency in
providing guidance to operations
for safely working under the pit
walls. Geotechnical report writing
skills.

•

•

Excellent
Communication
Skills
Well Developed
Interpersonal
Relations
skills. Develop
trust and a
strong credible
relationship with
operations.
Able to develop
cross functional
teams between
operations,
geology and
engineering.

•

•

•

Demonstrated – Geotechnical
•
design experience, able to analyses
mine designs and assess adherence
to the geotechnical design criteria.
Demonstrated – Geotechnical and
•
hydrological data analysis skills.
Able to assess conditions, measure
Factor of Safety, explain deviations
and suggest design revisions to
mitigate deviations from the design.

Knowledge of Slope Monitoring
methods, software, mitigation
techniques, commissioning and
troubleshooting of systems, data
analysis of results.

.

Dedication to
maintaining
safe working
conditions in the
pit. Responding
to alarms during
all hours of the
day and night
to geotechnical
alarms alerting
people of excess
movement or pit
wall instability

GENERAL INFORMATION
•
Place of Work:
Bisha Site
• Salary:
As per company salary scale
Additional Requirement for Nationals
• Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and provide
evidence for release paper from Ministry of defense
• Present clearance paper from current/last employee
• Testimonial documents to be attached( CV, work experience
crediancials, a copy of your national Identity Card etc)
• Only shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential
candidates for an interview.
• Application documents will not be returned back to sender
• All Applications should be sent though the post office.
• Deadline for application; 10 days from the day of publication in
the Newspaper.
Address: Please mail your applications to;
Bisha Mining Share Company,
P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea
Note to Non- Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to
Aliens Employment permit Affairs,
P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.
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‘‘Wedi Senafe” Dr. Samuel Mahaffy

“I will stand with the people of Eritrea as long as I have a
voice” - Dr. Samuel Mahaffy (1952- 2016)

Billion Temesghen
Renee Durdaana

“Samuel was an incredibly kind
and loving being and he always
reminded us to live from our hearts.
He grew up in Senafe, living there
until he was fourteen. His mother
homeschooled him and he would
often finish his assignments early so
that he could go to the mountains of
Senafe. I feel like the landscape of
Eritrea and the beauty of Eritreans
were a big part of him.
We met in 1990. And I think that it
was in 1993 that he started to deeply
reconnect with his Eritrean roots.
When we were married, he wore
traditional Eritrean chama (shoes)
in the wedding. It was outside by the
lake and he even made sure that he
spread lots of straw so that it would
be more traditional.
His connection with the Eritrean
diaspora community in Seattle
increasingly grew over the years.
He did a lot of grant-writing for
the Eritrean community, attended
various events, and he would meet
with the Eritrean community at least
once per month. He loved also loved
Twitter because it allowed him to
connect with the world and advocate
for Eritrea.
His PhD was in Social
Constructionism, which basically
looks at how we construct our
reality. He felt that Eritreans had
been “constructed” incorrectly and
negatively by the world’s media and
press and so his mission was to find
facts that were inaccurate or didn’t
portray the Eritrea he loved and to
challenge them. His goal was to
correct those things.

Dr. Samuel Mahaffy was born to an American family in Asmara on August 21 , 1952. He grew up in
the beautiful small town of Senafe.
His childhood, much of which was spent in the diverse
communities of Eritrea, shaped
his identity. Dr. Samuel lived his life to honor his
Eritrean people and history.
Far away from home, in the US, where he raised
his family, Dr. Samuel carried
his Eritrean traditions and values with pride. In
his heart, he reserved a large
space for the place he called home and the people
he saw as family, Eritrea and
its people.
st

As per his
laid to rest in
a child. He even
(son of Senafe).
children, Sylvan,
arrived in Eritrea

request, Dr. Samuel Mahaffy was recently
Senafe, where he spent much time as
referred to himself as “wedi Senafe”
His wife, Renee Durdaana, and three
Kamila, and Hanna, recently
to lay his body to rest in Senafe.

Today, we reflect upon the life of Dr. Samuel Mahaffy with his family.
a “narrative” culture so he was a
storyteller. Everything from his
childhood became, later, a part of
stories that he would tell the kids.
They also often had a lesson or a
moral.
I think what he loved the most is
that the people of Eritrea prioritize
love and friendship.”
Kamila Mahaffy
“For me the biggest lesson
was embracing community from
different backgrounds and cultures.
We grew up having these big meals
with twenty to thirty Eritrean friends
in our house. My father considered
every Eritrean as a part of his family
and so I think that model is what I
cherish the most. He showed me
how to embrace cultures.
I knew little about Eritrea before
coming here. But now we went to

Massawa and to Senafe and we
learned more about Eritrea. Before
coming here, the main way that I
connected with Eritrean culture was
through the food. When we were
young, our father learned how to
make Eritrean food and injera. He
taught himself and then he taught
our brother and Hanna and I how to
make Eritrean dishes. He believed
that making injera is a spiritual
process.
He was a very optimistic and
hopeful person. He always found
a bright side to everything. He was
a very kind and loving father. I
never felt like he quite fit with the
“typical” father image in America.
He was very involved in our lives.
My perception is that this, and
much more of who my father was,
is something he acquired from the
Eritrean culture.
It felt really special to bring him

back home to Senafe and Eritrea.
And to be here with the people he told
us so much about and meet so many
welcoming and warm people has
been a great experience. Everyone
here is very generous and kind. We
have felt extremely welcome since
the minute we stepped off the plane.
It was exactly like how he told us it
would be. To see so many people
coming together for the service
in Senafe, people who knew him
growing up, other members of the
community, and other people who
came from Asmara to bid their
farewells. It was honoring who he
was and his love for Eritrea. He was
a white man walking in the streets of
Seattle but he really felt Eritrean in
his heart and was ‘Wedi Senafe’.”
Hanna Mahaffy
“Growing up we heard a lot of
stories about Eritrea and Senafe.
Through the stories and the

I remember one day I came home
from work and he had found a
statistic on the WHO website that
was incorrect. So he contacted them
and asked them to change it. He
really worked hard to change the
narrative of Eritrea in the world.
He was also a peacemaker. He felt
like Eritrea had lesson to share with
the world. According to him, it had
much to give the world. He loved the
religious harmony and the tradition
of sharing meals.
He grew up in a community with

Kamila Mahaffy , Renee Durdaana , Hanna Mahaffy

interactions with the Eritrean people
in Seattle we saw how important
the relationships my father always
talked about were. And he really set a
model for us in how to sit down with
strangers and find common ground
and build a relationship. My father
built longstanding relationships with
Eritreans. That is what I am trying
to do.
I feel like he challenged the male
stereotype that is prevalent within
American society. He cooked
food and did many activities in
the household which are normally
considered as the role of women.
He didn’t care about societal
expectations and just followed his
heart. He was so good at connecting
with people, as well as his family
and friends.
In the culture that we grew up in,
men don’t feel like they can have
deep emotional connections. But
he was extremely different. He was
capable of exchanging all sorts of
dialogues, be they philosophical or
other.
We laid him to rest in the
“Mountain of the Cross” [Metera],
as he called it. That was where he
used to climb as a kid. It felt right.
And I think it is important that we
came here.
Seeing how many people came
for the service and the respect we
are getting from the Eritrean people
is a deep honor. It is an honor for his
many years of work and devotion for
Eritrea. It shows that he is appreciated
and respected by his people.
Thank you for being the people that
you are and thank you for embracing
him as a kid. I believe that he did all
of his advocacy work for Eritrea
because he felt loved by his people.
I think growing up here was the core
part of him being Eritrean. Meeting
all of the people who knew him
personally and through his works
has been amazing. I wish we’d
come here while he was alive and
with him. But still, I strongly feel
connected to Eritrea. I am inspired to
come back and learn Tigrigna. I now
clearly see why my father loved his
home. He was always happy when
he introduced himself as ‘Wedi
Senafe’.”

