Vol. 24 No.45

Saturday, August 5, 2017

Pages 8, Price 2.00 NFA

news brief
Seminar on Controlling Armyworm
A seminar that focused on controlling armyworm that has already
been detected across many African countries and the horn was
recently conducted in Tesenei sub-zone.
Mr. Ephrem Ogbazgi, Head of seeds control at the Agriculture
Ministry’s branch in the sub-zone, stated that the armyworm has not
been detected in Eritrea and that the objective of the seminar is to
raise farmers’ awareness regarding the worm.
He further pointed out that the armyworm is already ravaging crops
across many African countries, including Tanzania, Zambia, Uganda
and Ethiopia. He also said that the uniqueness of the armyworm is
that it proves resistant to most chemicals.

Activities of Eritreans in the Diaspora
Eritrean nationals residing in
Scandinavian countries, Israel and
Saudi Arabia respectively have
conducted diplomatic activities.
The Eritrean nationals residing
in the Scandinavian countries
conducted a festival in Stockholm
city and expressed resolve to
diligently work for preserving
their identity and societal values.
They also explained that
festivals are among the important
forums for exchanging ideas,
demonstrating unity as well as
bequeathing the noble societal
values to the young generation.
The festival witnessed a seminar
by Foreign Minister Osman Saleh,
professional briefings, photo
exhibition, children’s programs
as well as artistic performances.
Alongside the festival, Minister
Osman held talks with heads
of national associations in the

Micro-dams
Maintenance Campaign
The residents of Foro sub-zone
are engaged in the maintenance of
micro dams and water diversion
schemes.
The PFDJ Secretary in the subzone, Mr. Ali Jabra, said that the
ongoing popular campaign is
being conducted with the help of
machinery.
The participants on their part
expressed satisfaction with the
activities underway and that they
will reinforce their participation.

Scandinavian
countries
on
strengthening
organizational
capacity, among others.
Meanwhile, in accordance with
the pledge they made to support
30 families of martyrs, Eritrean
youths residing in Israel donated
21,600 dollars.
The Charge d’Affairs at the
Eritrean Embassy, Mr. Solomon

Kinfe lauded the initiative of
the nationals and said that 40
more youths are taking similar
initiatives.
Likewise,
the
executive
committee of the Eritrean
community in Jeddah and its
environs held a meeting with the
community members with a view
to strengthening organizational
capacity.

NAEWDV Organizes Workshop
The National Association of
Eritrean War-disabled Veterans
(NAEWDV)
has
organized
a workshop with a view to
strengthening integration and
cooperation among members inside
the country and abroad.
Heads and representatives of
the association branches from the
US, Sweden and the Netherlands
participated in the workshop.
Mr.
Gebrebrhan
Eyasu,
Chairperson of the Association,
explained that the workshop was
organized in a bid to enhance

cooperation and sharing of
experiences with all association
branches inside the country and
abroad.
He said that the number of
individuals keen to join the
Association is on the rise and
called on all members to enhance
contribution.
Meanwhile, Ms. Tirhas Semere,
an Eritrean national from Rotterdam,
Holland, has donated a total of
45,000 Euro for the establishment
of small-scale trade activities in
support of war-disabled citizens.

Mr. Ephrem further called on farmers to immediately report to the
Ministry of Agriculture upon observing a unique type of pest.

Road renovation popular campaign
The residents of Barentu sub-zone, Gash-Barka region, have carried
out road renovation popular campaign in a bid to prevent accidents
that could occur due to flooding.
The participants of the popular campaign explained that they have
been engaged in road renovation activities to help prevent possible
and unforeseen accidents.
Mr. Awrelyo Jacomino, administrator of the Barentu sub-zone,
explained that the popular campaign is a continuation of similar
activities carried out as part of environmental protection and provision
of social services.
Meanwhile, residents of Hashakito administrative area, Dige subzone, is carrying out soil and water conservation activities.
The popular campaign in Hashakito administrative area includes
construction of terraces, planting of tree seedlings as well as
renovation of roads and social service rendering institutions,
according to Mr. Mohammed Osman, Administrator of Hashaktio
administrative area.

Research on Developing Select Potato:
Promising Prospects
Efforts to develop select potato seeds on the part of Halhale National
Agricultural Research Institute (HNARI) are producing encouraging
outcome, according to Mr. Musie Fekadu, Head of Bio-Technology
at the Institute.
He further explained that research conducted over the past three
years by the Eritrean government in collaboration with partners has
enabled the Institute to develop disease-resistant select potato seeds.
He also indicated that following pilot project in three villages, it
has been possible to produce 400 to 600 quintals of potato and that
the select potato seeds have already been distributed to 10 exemplary
farmers.
Meanwhile, Ms. Senait Ogbazgi, expert on vegetables and fruits at
the Agriculture Ministry’s branch in Dubaruwa sub-zone, called on
farmers to effectively apply the guidelines received from experts.
The beneficiary farmers on their part called for the distribution of
the seeds to all farmers.
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The Multifaceted Southern Red Sea Region
Compiled by Semir Seid
From the six regions in Eritrea
the Southern Red Sea region is
ranked third in area coverage.
This strategically situated region
is bordered with Djibouti in
the south east, with Ethiopia in
the south, the Red Sea in the
east and its sister regions in the
west. It has four subzones and
thirty zonal administrations. The
region stretches over an area
of 23,384 square km and has a
population of over 80,000. Half
of the population lives by herding
livestock, 10-15% are engaged in
trade and commerce and the rest
are fishermen. The Southern Red
Sea region has more than 500 km

unpolluted coastal line on which
the population heavily relies
upon.
The region is home to mountains
and vast plains of land. The plains
cover 49% and mountains as well
as hills cover around 44% of the
landscape while 7% of the land is
volcanic. The altitude of the eastern
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part of the region ranges from 0 to
500 meters above sea level while
the western side ranges from
500 to 2000 meters. The eastern
side is known for its hot and dry
climate and the western side has
a cooler climate. Annually, the
region gets around 200mm of
rain. However, as the rain water
is mixed with the salty land it
is not suitable for cultivation.
Though the introduction of
irrigation agriculture is becoming
common in the region nowadays.
Irrigation has killed the myth
that the Danakil area is never
meant for cultivating crops. The
underground water used by the
increasing number of farmers
is providing fruits, vegetables

as well as crops to the region’s
market. Thus, the irrigation based
agricultural activities are given
more attention by the government
and zonal administrations as
the yield seems encouraging.
To ensure the consistency of
agriculture and productivity,
reserving every drop of rain water
every summer season is a task that
cannot be overlooked. Preserving
water would also attract wild
animals to the area. According
to a regional assessment in the
past year, farmers harvested 2000
quintal of animal feeds, 2000
quintal of Sorghum and 2200
quintal of fruits and vegetables.
In other agricultural endeavors,
1800 families were provided
with 30,000 chicken broods to
sustain their families and stabilize
markets.
Tourism is another factor that
makes the region attractive. It
is the second best riches the
Southern Red Sea is renowned
for. There are 36 islands under the
region’s administration. Fishes,
turtles, coral reefs, sea flowers,
and numerous bird species are
some of the tourism assets of the
region. The strategic road along

Derder Abdulkadir Dawood
the coastal line connects the port
cities of Massawa and Assab and
enables passengers to enjoy the
view of the Red Sea. On the way
is Rahayta, a town that has been
administered by Sultans since 800
years ago. The present Sultan is
the 16th Sultan named Abdulkadir
Dawood. The Rahayta Sultan is
the chief from the four Sultans in
the Afar tribe (two are found in
Eritrea).
Another attractive landmark is
the dormant volcano that constantly
releases steam. According to
geologists, the area is likely to turn
to active volcanos. The colorful
stones in the Denkalia area, the
manuscripts of Maebele, ancient
graves, and underground room
people used to hide themselves
and their livestock from the Tigray
feudal lords are among the beauty

of the region. Moreover, the 1861
built Sherif Ali Mosque in Edi
made of coral is another tourist
attraction. The 8th -10th century
built wells in Mieder tell a superb
history. Mieder is a historic place
where the second group of Prophet
Mohammed’s disciples entered
Eritrea from Saudi Arabia.

into the region so that people can
easily perform their affairs. The
buses travel on Asmara-Assab,
and Assab-Tio routes, with two
city buses in the port city of
Assab. Moreover, some thirty
taxis are already giving service to
the public along with privatelyowned buses.

The Southern Red Sea region
is also endowed with its share of
wild animals such as the Ostrich,
gazelle, hyena, boar, monkey, fox
and leopard among the rarely seen
in the region.

The 71km asphalted road that

Delivering social services was
a challenged due to the scattered
distribution of the people in the
region. However, some initiatives
to gather the scattered people into
a common place has made it easier
to provide social service by the
administration of the region.
Without proper infrastructure
such as roads, no development
programs are possible to achieve.
In the past it was difficult for
pregnant women and patients of
the region to travel over the desert
to reach the port city of Assab.
The 600 km newly constructed
road resolved the transportation
problems. It reduced the several
days journey into hours to
reach Assab. Because of the
construction of this road, the
Harat Transportation Company
deployed buses and minibuses

Mr. Humed Ali
stretches from Assab up to the
Eritrea-Ethiopia border and the
all whether Rahayta-Assab road
are some of the major national
development programs achieved.
The government spent 207 million
Nakfa to construct the three roads
(Massawa-Assab, Assab-Rahayta,
Assab-Ethiopian border) and make
operational. Such infrastructures
will help the population to easily
exploit the natural resources the
region has. All the towns are
connected via these strategic
roads. It has also been a while
since the Eritrean Airline resumed
flights connecting Asmara and
Assab.
In terms of health, there are
19 health centers including one
privately owned clinic, providing
health services by 140 medical
workers. Two of these health
centers are communal hospitals
and the one in Assab is a Referral
Hospital. Now patients who were
going to Massawa and Asmara to
get better health service are getting
health service in their own towns.
Three ambulances are available
to transport patients and pregnant
women. Vaccination programs are
progressing well and infection rate
is at its minimal. Communicable
diseases are no longer a threat
in the region, according to Mr.
Humed Ali, head of social services
in the region.
Communication in the Southern
Red Sea is also making progress.
Most towns and villages have
access to mobile service.

continued on page 5
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The Reality of Eritrea vs the Campaign of Defamation
“The unpopular truth” which the
world never wants, or is hardly ever
permitted, to hear about Eritrea
is often drowned out by the loud
campaign of defamation based on
lies. The reality of Eritrea has often
been tarnished by the amplified
fabrications authored by falsifiers
and traitors. The aim of this article
is to show that Eritrea has another
side to see than the image presented
by falsifiers and traitors, and it will
help to make known the decent
news about Eritrea.
For many years, Eritrea was
deliberately portrayed as an isolated
and closed country. According to
the Atlantic Council, however,
some 50 foreign journalists were
permitted to enter and report on
the country between May 2015 and
May 2016, and the U.N. Office of
the High Commissioner for Human
Rights was permitted to tour and
observe the prison conditions in
Eritrea. The discrepancy between
many reports on Eritrea and
realities on the ground was well
witnessed and articulated by the
BBC’s Mary Harper. She was one
among the many western journalists
that stayed in Eritrea to report and
document about Eritrea, went to
many cities and rural villages freely,
and stated that “Eritrea is a totally
unique experience for me…it is the
only country of which what is told
on social networks is much different
from its reality.”
The various reports released and
repeated ad nauseum by individuals
and organizations have smeared
the image of Eritrea for long. It is
important to once again point to Mary
Harper’s important observations:
“According to reports, Eritrea is a
place empty of its youth, where its
people are tortured and are all in
prison [Its] people being forbidden
to think let alone to speak. So when
I came here I realized that of course
Eritrea has its own problems but it
has many more stories that could be
told outside all of the negativity…I
have not been restricted in terms
of who, when and where to speak
to; I have been both in rural and
urban areas and, in a way, I would
say that Eritrea has its own way of
doing things in determination and
resilience.” Quite clearly, these
observations directly contradict
what we are often told about Eritrea,
and they come from someone who
has visited the country, not someone
basing their report on what they’ve
seen on social media or hearsay.

The falsifiers and traitors have
failed in their attempt to bury the
truth in the grave of mendacity while
the determination and resilience
of the Eritrean people celebrate
victory. For the people of Eritrea,
truth has been its vital feature since
ancient times. The many proverbs,
fairy tales, and stories honoring
truth that abound within the Eritrean
society are key indications of the
significance of truth in Eritrea.
In Eritrea, there is no tradition of
campaigning to sell a story that does
not really exist. In fact, our culture
of modesty makes it difficult for us
to proclaim or boast about what has
been done.
Harper, after her observations
on the collective behavior of the
people of Eritrea, suggested that
it would be more effective for the

story of Eritrea to be told in its most
original form by Eritreans. The
experienced BBC journalist further
stated that “Eritrea has a serious
image problem, but if you work in
the best of your abilities, beyond
your humble and modest tradition
of not bragging on your own, you
will definitely be able to portray.”
Today Eritrea is in a better position
than ever before. The real image is
getting clearer by the determination
and resilience of the Eritrean people.
The power of the people of Eritrea
has begun to make a wind of truth
come and go. The wall of isolation
has started to crumble and a voice
of truth has risen to challenge the
previously unimpeded defamatory
news. “The wall that the Ethiopians
had carefully erected has frankly
crumbled,” said Martin Plaut, the
author of Understanding Eritrea.
“Everybody seems to be queuing up
to love them,” he added. Eritrea has
shown, especially in recent years, a

willingness to work with countries
and organizations that treat it with
respect and not as a target of “help”,
said Seth Kaplan, the author of
Eritrea: Economy, Ideology and
Opportunity. Bronwyn Bruton,
in her article “Eritrea: Coming
In from the Cold” stated that “A
number of surprising developments
have recently occurred in Eritrea,
suggesting that the country is
determined to throw off isolation
for positive engagement in its
foreign policy since the sanctions
were applied.”
The unpleasant narratives of
Eritrea in the mainstream media,
however, continue to smear
and undermine the significant
achievements registered by the
country. The good thing is that
the assessment of more objective

observers has gained momentum
to shock falsifiers and traitors.
According to Seth Kaplan, “As a
result of this system of government,
Eritrea shows no signs of the violent
ethnic conflict that has battered other
countries in the Horn of Africa.”
Moreover, Mr. John Ging, Director
of Operations, Coordination and
Response at the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), after observing
the health and educational services
available in Eritrea in venues
constructed
by
development
workers that others branded as
“forced labor”, “slavery” and the
like, applauded the effort Eritrea is
exerting on the basis of self-reliance
and in partnership with stakeholders.
In the discussion forum hosted on
strengthening partnerships among
development partners of Eritrea,
Ms. Christine Umutoni, the former
UN Humanitarian Coordinator and
UNDP Resident Representative in
Eritrea, said, “Eritrea has shown

commendable commitment to its
development agenda.” It is known
that Eritrea has certainly made
more progress on the Millennium
Development Goals than most
of the African countries that are
regularly praised by the west as
“democracies” and “fastest growing
countries.”
The regional and global foes of
Eritrea have remained committed
to overlooking these positive
developments and continue to
criticize and single out the country.
Bronwyn Bruton throws a word of
advice to the US, a country with
decades of misguided policy in
the Horn of Africa, stating “If the
United States can encourage Eritrea
on a trajectory of re-engagement, it
should. But to do that, Washington
must drop outdated notions about

the threat that Eritrea poses.”
Eritreans were probably among the
first people to suffer the pain from
the misguided policy of the US.
As long as this negative fixation
of the US towards Eritrea remains,
Eritreans will encounter challenges
in realizing their dreams. The USled western world has been using
the mantra of human rights as a
means to legitimize their assault
against confident and independent
countries elsewhere.
Eritrea is singled out for attacks
on human rights. No one can say
Eritrea is without challenges in terms
of human rights; in fact, no country
anywhere in the world is without
challenges. However, the historical
reality is that the birth of the Eritrean
state was closely associated with
the struggle for human rights. Ms.
Christine Umutoni, in her speech
delivered on Human Rights Day
in 2016, stated, “The existence of
Eritrea as a nation is based on the

quest for human rights; therefore,
the UN and partners will continue
to accompany the country and the
people of Eritrea as they strengthen
and enhance their human rights
obligations.” Certainly, Eritrea has
problems and the government has
always said “our achievements
are modest, fall far short of our
aspirations; and we have a long way
to go.” The unfortunate thing is that
the long time foes of Eritrea are
drawing the sword of human rights
to derail and obstruct the country
from its own development path.
If they were truly humanitarian
sympathizers, Eritrea would not be
singled out for special treatment, as
we have seen in the last couple of
years. Anyone who is interested in
the human rights condition of the
Eritrean people must push for the
implementation of the EEBC. Seth
Kaplan said “international attempts
to improve the living conditions of
Eritreans are more likely to succeed
. . . through engagement that starts
with where the country is now, not
where outside actors think it ought
to be.”
The final and binding nature
of the EEBC’s verdict given in
2002 did nothing and for the past
fifteen years, Ethiopian troops have
been permitted to occupy Eritrean
territory. Bronwyn Bruton has a say
on the consequence of international
silence on Ethiopian defiance to
conform to international law. She
said “the border between the two
countries is heavily militarized and
skirmishes occasionally claim lives.
And Eritrea has been trapped in a
painful stasis known as ‘no peace,
no war.’” She further suggests that
Ethiopia’s refusal to comply with
the firm and final ruling of the
Boundary Commission is a major
source of instability in East Africa.
Ms. Bruton has warned the US
administration that the short term
benefits that the US can gain from
supporting Ethiopia would create
risks. Finally, let me conclude
with Bronwyn Bruton’s insightful
statement: “Over the years, US
rhetoric has helped to establish a
fictional dichotomy between the
‘good’ Ethiopia and the ‘spoiler’
Eritrea…The dichotomy is not
supported by facts on the ground,
and, thus, has a detrimental effect
on US credibility.”
Simon Weldemichael
Adi Keih College of Arts and
Social Sciences
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diaspora News

Global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration
4th Informal Thematic Session

Adopted in September 2016 in the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, the UN General Assembly decided to develop a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration.
The process to develop this global compact for migration started in April 2017. The global compact for migration will be the first, intergovernmentally negotiated agreement, prepared under
the auspices of the United Nations, to cover all dimensions of international migration in a holistic and comprehensive manner.
The General Assembly will then hold an intergovernmental conference on international migration in 2018 with a view to adopting the global compact.
The global compact is a significant opportunity to improve the governance on migration, to address the challenges associated with today’s migration, and to strengthen the contribution of
migrants and migration to sustainable development.
At the invitation of Mr. Peter Thomson, the President of the General Assembly of the United Nations, Mr. Issayas Tesfamariam, participated at the UN’s 4th informal thematic session which
was held in New York from July 24-25, 2017 under the theme, “Contribution of migrants and diaspora to all dimensions of sustainable development, including remittances and portability of
earned benefits”. There were three panels and one summary panel. The opening segment was short remarks by the co-facilitators: Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations,
HE Ambassador Juan Jose Gomez Camacho and Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations, HE Ambassador Jurg Lauber. Ms. Louise Arbour, Secretary-General of the
intergovernmental conference also gave a brief remark.
In September 2018 the intergovernmental Conference plans to adopt a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration. It started the process at the beginning of 2017 and plans to
reach to the goal through three phases. Phase I is the consultation phase and goes from March 2017 through October 2017. Within Phase I there are six thematic sessions and other regional
consultative processes.
Below is Mr. Issayas’s statement presented during the panel discussion at the 4th informal thematic session.
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am delighted to be here and to
share with you the research that
I’ve been conducting on the role
and contribution of the African
diaspora to the development of
their country of origin, especially
the contribution of the Eritrean
diaspora to Eritrea’s development.
Migration has been man’s
visible and invisible partner since
human dispersal out of Africa.
The migration, most of the time,
has been voluntary, but at times,
involuntary. Except for the speed
of information, connectivity,
and the role of the media with its
tremendous impact on migratory
behavior, the case is similar in
modern times. In this context, the
upcoming UN General Assembly
adoption of the global compact for
safe, orderly and regular migration
is important and long overdue.
The future global compact
should properly place diaspora
communities at the center of
development.
In this presentation, I would
like to focus on my first hand
research engagement with the
Eritrean diaspora and assess their
contribution with the aim to identify
some lessons and challenges.
A. Obstacles
In order for the process and
adoption to be successful, few
basic foundations should be
acknowledged and addressed.
A) Migration affects the country
of origin, country of transition and
the host country. It is therefore,
beneficial for all involved to find a

solution.
B) Issues of migration (whether
formal or informal) should not be
politicized (such as pull factors,
for example, using migrants as
bargaining chips) by powerful
nations. Politicization creates
double standards, and with double
standards international relations
becomes imperial relations.
C) In order to have a lasting
solution, root causes should be
addressed, not symptoms.
B. Policy and Implementation
Migrants are a bridge between
the country of origin and the
host country. Contributions of
migrants and the diaspora (whether
they are in the host country
temporarily or permanently)
are key to all dimensions of
sustainable development, if they
are implemented correctly. The
African Union recognized the
African diaspora as the sixth region
and has embarked on a long process
of strengthening ties between
diaspora and the continent. Even
though there are no boilerplate
solutions, below are few points to
consider:
1. National development policies
Including the diaspora as part
and parcel of national development
strategy, publicly available data
is an important strategy in a
development program (Bureau of
National Statistics is important in
this endeavor; however, to par with
modern technology, investment in
a center for geographic information
system/GIS is crucial in collecting
data). Access to clean water,
education, health care, etc. are
basic human rights; therefore, each

developing nation should address
its own need. Developed countries
should support the development
agenda of the developing nations
as partners and not as donors with
their own development agenda.
The diaspora’s role in national
development policies is crucial. To
cite an example, a group of young
diaspora Eritreans from the United
States started EriReader Project
(1), with the aim of providing one
tablet for one Eritrean student, as
inspired by the demonstrated need
and policies of the Commission of
Higher Education of Eritrea. EriReader works in collaboration with
Eritrean Development Fund (EDF)
in Washington, DC. and Eritrean
Relief Association (ERA-UK), in
London, UK. So far, Eri-Reader has
sent over 200 tablets and is in the
process of sending 60 more in the
near future. Other Eritrean diaspora
activities support various ministries
such as health by providing medical
supplies, teaching, providing
surgical services and social welfare
by establishing women training
centers.
2. Incentive to invest
Diaspora
investment
is
more sustainable than “hit and
run” investment, because the
diaspora’s deep knowledge of
the social, educational, cultural,
environmental, and economic
activities in the country make

its investment more adaptable
to local nuances. The EritreanAmerican Center (2) in Asmara,
Eritrea, has 345 members and 275
non-members engaged in various
economic, social, and educational
activities of Eritrea. Examples
include funding for students,
planting trees, investing in EriTel
(a telephone company), Asmara
Beer, and Eritrean Insurance
Corporation. Most of the members
and non-members are from the east
coast of the United States. Ninetyfive percent are of retirement age
and five percent are young. They
have invested in the tourism
industry, internet café, car rental,
construction, stock shares, and
agricultural businesses.
Migrants’ home countries should
not take their respective diaspora
for granted; the diaspora should
be given the same guarantee and
respect that non-diaspora investors
are accorded. Diaspora bonds which
could be sold overseas are good
examples of diaspora investment.
Since bonds are a very good way of
raising revenues, bonds have to be
marketable. Bonds require a great
confidence, worth and prestige
of any government. Therefore,
the investment has to be honored.
Granting dual citizenship also
helps in investment. Requiring and
presenting only the ID at an airport
of the country of origin as a visa is
an investment incentive. To cite an

example, Eritreans use Eritrean ID
to enter Eritrea without a visa.
C. Support
entrepreneurs

to

migrant

A grave concern for most
developing countries is the “brain
drain” of their citizens who
migrate to developed nations.
After investing heavily on human
resources through increased training
and educational opportunities for
their youth, developing nations
with their meager resources, are
left with a daunting task of filling
the gaps created by people who
migrated, which require time and
investment. A pilot project whereby
diaspora citizens in collaboration
with the host countries create an
organized “brain gain” for a certain
period of time might be helpful.
Host countries could support
recently graduated migrants
as entrepreneurs by creating
and funding incubators for IT
personnel, artists, and technicians
in their country of origin. Another
very innovative way of allowing
the diaspora to participate in the
development of their country of
origin was initiated by the diaspora
themselves to help rehabilitate,
build and develop Eritrea, which
is a small, but symbolic form of
taxation which started over twenty
years ago.
I thank you.
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Local News
Road Renovation Campaign in
Adiqual and Laelai-Gash
The residents of the sub-zones of and Laelai-Gash have conducted road renovation as well
as soil and water conservation campaign.
The residents of Mai-Lafo and Somomo administrative areas, Adiquala sub-zone, conducted
the popular campaign along the main streets of Adiquala town in addition to making financial
contribution to the program.
Mr. Teklebrhan Mihreteab, Administrator of the sub-zone, stated that a number of popular
campaigns involving the construction of terraces and renovation of roads were conducted in
over the past 6 months and that around 30,000 seedlings will be planted as part of the soil and
water conservation programs.
In the same vein, the residents of Mai-Mechekat and Endabahishen, Adi-Akelo
administrative area, have renovated a road that links their respective villages to Adiquala in
a bid to tackle socio-economic challenges.
The residents of Awgaro and Debero administrative area, Laelai, Gash sub-zone, on
their part renovated roads and a bridge linking Barentu and Awgaro that was damaged by
flooding.

Assessment meeting on sports
participation

Assab, 03 August 2017- An assessment meeting on the participation of the students in the
Southern Red Sea region at the national sports week held in Asmara from 8 to 14 July was
conducted in the port city of Assab.
According to the report presented, 148 students and 10 coaches from all the schools in the
region participated in 10 sports categories.
The head of the Ministry of Education branch in the region, Mr. Idris Ali called for
conducting regular schools sports competitions with a view to reinforce the competitiveness
of students.
Mr. Humed Ali, D.G. of Social Services in the region, on his part expressed readiness to
support the students become competitive at the national cultural and sports competitions.
Material and financial awards by the Ministry of Education and Commission of Culture
and Sports branches were handed over to the participants at the national sports week.

Assisting War-disabled
Veterans
Representatives of the National Association
of Eritrean War-disabled Veterans (NAEWDV)
branches in the Diaspora stated that assisting the
veterans is the responsibility of all citizens.
They also indicated that the national union
is judiciously utilizing the resources collected
from active members and through other income
generating programs.

war-disabled veterans. He further called on
Eritrean families residing abroad to assume
the responsibility of assisting martyrs
families.
The representative of the association in
Auckland, Mr. Yemane Tekle, explained that
they are running a project worth 105 thousand
dollars for assisting martyrs families and that
they have accomplished 50% of the mission.

Mr. Aron Paulos from Gothenburg branch of
the association said that they are exerting effort
to encourage members of the young generation
to emulate their footsteps in assisting the

Mr. Tekle Teku from the Stockholm branch
of the association also said that there exist
strong desire to meet the demands of the wardisabled veterans.

Awareness-raising Seminar on
Malaria Control
Awareness-raising seminar aimed at
enhancing societal awareness regarding
the prevention of communicable diseases
and particularly that of malaria has been
conducted in the sub-zones of Shambuko
and Ginda.
It was reported at the seminar that malaria
is negatively affecting the lives of the public,
especially women and children.
The organizers of the seminar called for
increased initiative to eradicate the potential
mosquito breeding grounds, proper use of
impregnated mosquito nets and channel

report to health facilities in instances of the
occurrence of the disease.
Mr. Kesete Kahsai, Head of
Administration and Finance at the Ginda
Referral Hospital, indicated the possibility
of malaria occurrence in the sub-zones of
Ghinda, Foro, Massawa and Nakfa during
the rainy season and called on the public to
take preventive measures.
Over 250 thousand bed nets have already
been distributed this year in the Northern
Red Sea region.

The Multifaceted Southern . . .
continued from page 2
Electricity is getting improved gradually,
which in the past was only limited to Assab
and some towns. Four power generators
have been installed and expected to be
operational in near future.
In the last 26 years of independence,
water reservoirs were constructed to provide
potable water to the population. According
to the statistics of the zonal administration,
around 80% of the population is getting safe
and pure water for drink.
To partake of the social services people
are encouraged by the government to start
living together instead of staying scattered.
Particularly, towns located near the volcanic
areas are highly recommended by the
administration to relocate into safer places
as soon as possible.
There were only 10 schools providing
educational services before independence
which have now grown into 76 (3 high
schools, 13 junior and several elementary)
teaching 9000 students. Most of these
schools have solar powered energy for

Mr. Idris Ali
classrooms and libraries. According to the
education branch head in the region, Mr.
Idris Ali, 85% of the population who are
keen to get knowledge are getting it. The
government built boarding schools in Assab,
Tio, and Afambo to provide children access
to education. The quality of education is
ensured by the 80 % former students and
now teachers of the region teaching in their
mother language and complying with the
educational policy of “Education through
mother language”. Sixty eight percent of the
population of Southern Red Sea has been
freed from illiteracy, yet female participation
is decreasing from time to time due to long

distance to school and underage marriage.
Zonal administration is constantly making
efforts to get over these problems and regain
the number of females who had gone to
school. To increase the overall participation
of students in the region, the National Youth
organization of the region offers a FIEMA
Award every year. The award is given to
students who are able to keep their studies
until 12th grade in Sawa and score good
grades in the Matriculation. For those
students who missed out education because
of overage (9-14 years of age), a three year
crash course is provided so as to keep them
aligned with their peers.
The Mewl Program initiative, the saving
and lending program which was launched
in 2001, is one of the branches of the
government which looks for improved
living standards of the people. The
organization built 16 village banks in the
four sub-zones providing financial services
by going to the doorsteps of the people. It
regularly monitors the economic progress of
individuals and groups it lends and makes
sure the money is paid back on time. The
1687 clients include 72% women most of

Mr. Ghirmay Tekleab
whom engage in fisheries. Assisted by the
credit, people open groceries, wood and
metal workshops, and weaving shops and the
organization encourages people to engage
in the emerging agricultural activities.
The modern ice factory in Assab is
contributing immensely to the fishermen.
A Salt factory is has created a lot of job
opportunities. Moreover the port city
of Assab has two international Hotels
and abundant water supply that attracts
investment, said the governor of the region,
Mr. Ghirmay Tekleab. As it stands, the free
trade zone area is ready for operation.
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Invitation for Bids
Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries
Resources Management Program
IFAD -- GRANT No. DSF-2000001700-ER
Procurement of Motorcycles
National Competitive Bidding (NCB)
IFB No.: MMR/FReMP/G/NCB/0002/2017
1. The Government of the State of Eritrea has received grant
from the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) toward the cost of Fisheries Resources Management Development Program , and it intends to apply part
of the proceeds of this credit to payments under the Contract for the procurement of Furniture for Library and Office; IFB No.: MMR/FReMP/G/NCB/0002/2017
2. MMR-FReMP now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified
bidders for the supply of Motorcycles.

Invitation for Bids
Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Resources
Management Program
IFAD -- GRANT No. DSF-2000001700-ER
Procurement of Office Furniture
National Competitive Bidding (NCB)
IFB No.: MMR/FReMP/G/NCB/0001/2017
1. The Government of the State of Eritrea has received grant
from the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) toward the cost of Fisheries Resources Management
Development Program, and it intends to apply part of the
proceeds of this credit to payments under the Contract for
the procurement of Furniture for Office; IFB No.: MMR/
FReMP/G/NCB/0001/2017
2. MMR-FReMP now invites sealed bids from eligible and
qualified bidders for the supply of Office Furniture.

3. Interested bidders may obtain further information from the
MMR-FDP and inspect the Bidding documents at the address
given below, from 7.00 – 3:00 p.m. local time, Monday through
Friday.

3. Interested bidders may obtain further information from
the MMR-FReMP and inspect the Bidding documents at
the address given below, from 7.00 – 11.30 AM local time,
Monday through Friday.

4. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased
by interested bidders on the submission of a written application
to the address below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee
of Eritrean Nakfa (ERN) 500.00 (five hundred Eritrean Nakfa or
equivalent in foreign currency starting from August 14, 2017.

4. A complete set of bidding documents in English may
be purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a
written application to the address below and upon payment
of a nonrefundable fee of Eritrean Nakfa (ERN) 5,00.00 (five
hundred Eritrean Nakfa or equivalent in foreign currency
starting from August 7, 2017.

5. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before
Wednesday, September13, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
6. Electronic Bidding will not be permitted. Late Bids will be
rejected.
7. Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders or their
representatives who choose to attend in person at the address
below at 10:15 a.m. on September 13, 2017. All bids must
be accompanied by a bid security mentioned in the bidding
documents.
8. The address referred to above is:
The Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Development
Project
Contact Person: Mr. Muhammed-Sfaf Hamid
Street Address: Hiday Street 748-1
Block and Floor: Dembe Sembel, Block “A”, 4th Floor,
RH
City: Asmara
P.O.Box 923
ZIP code: 748-1
Country: Eritrea
Telephone: 291-1-153960
Facsimile number: 291-1-153961
E-mail: mohsfaf@gmail.com or mofishas@gmial.com

Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before
Tuesday, September 7, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
Electronic Bidding will not be permitted. Late Bids will be
rejected.
Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders or their
representatives who choose to attend in person at the address
below at 10:15 a.m. on September 7, 2017. All bids must
be accompanied by a bid security mentioned in the bidding
documents.
The address referred to above is:
The Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Resources
Management program
Contact Person: Mr. Muhammed-Sfaf Hamid
Street Address: Hiday Street 748-1
Block and Floor: Dembe Sembel, Block “A”, 4th Floor,
RH
City: Asmara
P.O.Box 923
ZIP code: 748-1
Country: Eritrea
Telephone: 291-1-153960
Facsimile number: 291-1-153961
E-mail: mohsfaf@gmail.com or mofishas@gmial.com
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RE- BIDDING
Invitation for Bids (IFB)

Vacancy Announcement
The Administration Department, in Asmara Delegation, is seeking a
qualified and motivated candidate to fill in the following position:

Cashier and Premises Assistant

Department:

Administration

Place of Employment:
Starting Date
Occupation rate:
Position Grade:

Asmara
September 2017
100%
4

Main Responsibilities

As a Cashier

•
•

Does payments in cash (various currencies) against validated.
Strictly applies financial and payment procedures and explains
them to the ‘clients’
Files documents and keeps the cash statements up to date
Reports on any irregularities immediately

•

Prepares and executes bank transfers

•
•

•
•

Executes financial analysis and statistics
Ensures respect of financial procedures and guidelines

As a Premises Assistant
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensures that premises, equipment and infrastructure are well
maintained according to given procedures.
Maintains contact with suppliers and other external interlocutors
under supervision.
Collects bids for specific maintenance projects.
Supervises the staff ensuring the maintenance of premises
(including domestic staff)
Follows up the expenses related to his service
Ensures proper storage of material or equipment for the use of the
department
Executes office work such as filing of documents, updating of
lists and data for statistical purposes, writing of standard reports,
drafting standard correspondence.
Distributing the cleaning items to the domestic staff and follow up
the inventory and the consumption of the materials.

Minimum Requirements

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Diploma in accounting
2 years’ work experience in a similar field of activity
Good knowledge of spoken and written English
Good computer knowledge
Capacity to train and supervise
Capacity to adhere to and implement procedures
Good communication skills
Good negotiation skills
Rigorous and methodical person with strong analytical skills

Must have accomplished and been released from national
service

How to Apply

Interested applicants should submit a motivation letter and fill-in the
Institutional Resume, in English, no later than August 19st , 2017. The
Institutional Resume can be found at https://goo.gl/L04zUj or requested
from the ICRC office in Asmara.
Submit by hand to ICRC HR Asmara OR E-mail: asm_all_services@icrc.
org. Please clearly mark the position title and your name in the subject
title of your email.
Only short listed candidates will be contacted for interview.

Name of Country:
Eritrea
Name of Project: 		
Global Fund
Grant No: 			
ERI-M-MOH
Dated:			
August 2, 2017
IFB Title: - 			
Procurement of Tyres for Ambulances,
IFB Number:			
GF/NFM/MAICB/03/2017
1.
The Ministry of Health of the State of Eritrea has received a grant from the Global Fund towards the cost of HIV/
AIDS, Malaria, and TB Project. It is intended that part of the
proceeds of this grant will be applied to eligible payments under the contract for procurement: Tyres for Ambulances
2.
The Project Management Unit of the Ministry of Health
now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply of
Tyres for Ambulances
3.
Bidding will be conducted through the International
Competitive Bidding (ICB) procedures specified in the Global
fund Guidelines:
4.
Interested bidders may obtain further information from
PMU, Ministry of Health and inspect the Bidding Documents
at the Procurement Office, PMU, Ministry of Health, Denden
Street No.82, Asmara, Eritrea; Tel: 291-1-122978, Fax: 291-1124357 from 08:00 to 12:00 hours.
5.
A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a written Application (if agents, presentation of authorization and renewed license) to the address and upon payment
of a non refundable fee USD fifty (50.00) or equivalent.
The method of payment will be cash or Bank transfer to the
credit of our account No. 120-122-0169 with Bank of Eritrea
through GAZPROMBANK (OPEN JOINT STOCK COMPANY) MOSCOW, RUSSIA SWIFT: GAZPRUMM FOR
THE CREDIT TO : ACCOUNT NO. 30111840300000005791
OF BANK OF ERITREA S.W.I.F.T. BOERERAI ASMARA,
ERITREA (WITH THEM) IN FAVOR OF BENEFICIAREY:
- NAME: PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT MISTRY OF
HEALTH A/C NO. 120-122-0169. The document will be sent
by DHL/Express mail or by your email address.
6.
Bids must be delivered to Project Management Unit/
MOH, Denden Street No. 82 Asmara, Eritrea; Tel: 291-1122978; Fax; 291-1-12.4357, on or before 15:00 Hours on
AUGUST 17,2017 All bids must be accompanied by a bid
security to be not less than two (2) percent of the bid amount in
a freely convertible currency which should be submitted sealed
within the bid offer envelop.
		
7.
Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened in the
presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend
at 15:05 hrs on AUGUST 17,2017
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Home Is Where the Heart Lies: The Eritrean Diaspora

Billion Temesghen

It is rare for any community in the diaspora to be spiritually linked to the homeland as much as the Eritrean diaspora. We try to understand why and how while talking to Professor
Ghideon Abay.
Professor Ghideon is a highly regarded professor in America. Born and raised in Eritrea, the professor left in the late 1970s. A devoted Eritrean patriot and activist, Professor
Ghideon Abay is our guest for this edition. We analyze the strong bond Eritrean Diaspora keeps to its homeland: its meaning and importance.

Before we go to our main
topic of discussion, would you
please introduce yourself to our
readers?
I was born in Asmara two
months before the beginning of the
armed struggle in 1961. I studied
here in Asmara and Medefera
until high school and did my
undergraduate in Kenya I studied
mathematics. I went to the US for
my graduate studies and settled
there. The freedom to play around
is what I cherish the most from my
childhood. By the time I was in 8th
grade the Ethiopian “revolution”
started so life was hectic. In 1974
when the coup d’état happened I
was in 8th grade and life back then
was devastatingly hectic so we had
to move to Medefera; after that it
was life of fears, killing, torments
and insecurity.
Why do and the Eritrean
diaspora have such passion for
your country even though you
have been away for a long time?
You have only one identity in
life. The more you respect and
the more proud you are of your
identity it is granted that you’ll
have a peaceful life. Just because I
live in the US and I try to pretend
to be “western” as much as I can
because of whatever luxury I am
surrounded with prompting me to
deny my identity as an Eritrean
does not mean I actually lead a
peaceful life. However coming
from of a country where the
majority of the people sacrifice a
lot for the nation it is extremely
inspirational.
The youth that fell for
independence and against latest
invasions, and the youth selflessly
building the nation sacrificing
lives, limbs and opportunities are
for us an inspiration to lead a life
of dignity. Whatever progress the
country is making rides on the
backs of the youth willing to stay
and work hard. So if we have to
recharge and have a life worth
living, we take our inspiration

What does MEKETE mean?

from you: the youngsters of
yesterday and today.
We in the diaspora have two
choices: to either be lost without
an identity, and America is full
of African Americans who came
on slave ship and aren’t able to
trackback their origin homeland
and rely on scientific probabilities
of DNA tests telling you you’re
some percent Ghanaian, Angolan
and some other percent West
African, or to be inspired and be
lucky enough to have a place we
equally call home even if we live
continents away.
Eritreans abroad are lucky. No
matter in what form and for what
reason I left my country, I can
still come back and be at home
anytime. I can meet my family and
be part of my people. This is my
home country where my ancestors
had walked, where my brothers
and sisters fell for its protection
and sovereignty and where our
younger generations are sweating
to build.
The heavy burden of nation
building is being done here in the
country on the shoulder of our
young ones; what we Eritreans do
in the diaspora is miniscule. For
us it is like being told to wash our
hands and join the meal you guys
worked hard to put on the table.
So in few words for us in the
diaspora, and I am not unique,
Eritrea means a lot. We don’t
feel that identity crisis other
communities feel because we have
a home.

Unfortunately Mekete is a
unique Eritrean term that none
of us has been able to find an
equivalent terminology in English
or any other language for that
matter. It is a word that reflects
the efforts we Eritreans undertake
to counter the challenges we face
inside the country or abroad. So
I refrain from translating it, but
basically, it means standing for
your homeland in every aspect
of it. There is, in fact, all types of
Mekete.
Political Mekete
Basically exposing the lies told
about Eritrea in the western world
is one of the forms of political
Mekete Eritreans abroad take on.
The task of Eritreans in the diaspora
is to tell the world that the image
portrayed of Eritrea is a distorted
one. We strive to portray the true
image of Eritrea. As Eritreans,
do we see shortcomings of this
country? Yes we do. However, at
the same time the shortcomings
do not describe us. They don’t
describe a population that works
hard, and that is committed to
its history and a future vision of
prosperity.
Also, we get to be an example
of how our society has deeply
rooted humanitarian values as
we lead a communal life style
even there amongst individualist
communities. It is up to us Eritreans
to tell the truth about Eritrea.
Many enemies of Eritrea and their
collaborators, whom never set
foot in Eritrea, are willingly glad
to distort our history.
Mekete is standing against
all odds. It starts with racism.
Many westerners don’t believe
Africans are worth anything. Any
hopeful, self-reliant community
must be crashed. So when they
see the Eritrean way of living as
a people to them is anathema; a
harassment.
Mekete in the economic front

We live in the diaspora, so
people who have not been there
think we live in luxury, but we
don’t. Particularly the diaspora
women are the ones that face
more trouble as the rights and
respect women have in Eritrea
don’t exist over there, or they
are rather overshadowed. Our
children live in a foreign land and
no matter how good they speak
the language they will still be
outsiders. So living abroad and
contributing some small amount
of pecuniary assistance is an
aspect of Economic Mekete. Are
you buying Eritrean products?
Do you support Eritrean business
abroad? Do you hire compatriots
if you perhaps run a business? We
try to support each other.
Mekete in the cultural aspect
We are now in the second or
third generation of Eritreans in the
diaspora. The successful efforts
we make in teaching our children
their mother tongue for their own
sake because we don’t want them
to get lost in this big melting pot is
a cultural Mekete. By the way, this
big melting pot I talk about doesn’t
melt Africans. If our children
know where they come from, they
will know to set their trajectory in
life thinking about their origins,
their country, their people and
their culture. So, when you know
who you are, that is when you will
be confident no matter where you
go. It is a cultural Mekete when
our children come here and they
don’t feel like strangers, when
they want to come here to go to
their home village and speak in
Tigre, Bilen or whatever ethnic
language with their grandparents.
It is a successful cultural Mekete
when our children go back to the
US or Europe and proudly talk
and stand for who they are.
Eritreans in the diaspora are
scattered all over the world in big
numbers. How do you network?
The schemes are versatile, we
use the social network, the so called

‘palm talk’ is a great medium. But
other than that Eritreans have
communal organizations. There
is YPFDJ for the youth, there
is National Union of Eritrean
Women branches of many
countries, we have communities
that branch out to bigger ones and
we keep a good linkage with one
another. The fact that we stand in
one common principle makes our
union strong even if we live in
different countries and we come
together when we’re needed, for
example, for peaceful protests. I
think it is our union which makes
the Eritrean community abroad
one of the strongest despite the
fact that we live in different
places.
Professor, before we end, I also
know that you have been actively
involved with post graduate
studies in Eritrea.
Post graduate studies have
always existed in Eritrea, it is
actually nothing new. Maybe now
there might be plans to expand
the programs and make them
available to more students and so
it has become a common talk, but
for long EIT has been undertaking
several post graduate studies. The
ultimate and closest goal is to
have national professors able to
teach our young students. With all
due respect to the hired foreign
professors teaching in Eritrean
schools and colleges, I believe
that having our own professors
is definitely the way forward
for the educational sector of our
country. Whenever I come here
to teach I go back with many new
things that I learn from my own
students. I don’t I think I have
ever felt as much enthusiasm as
that of Eritrean students anywhere
else in the world throughout my
experience. Eritrea is backing
education in marvelous ways
enabling every national to be
educated and productive; and it is
definitely pleasing.
Thank you prof!

