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Anseba region: Seminar on
promoting culture
The administration of Anseba region organized a meeting on 4
September with a view to review participation at the National Festival
2019. At the meeting it was reported that more effort should be made
to preserve cultural and historical heritage and so that they contribute
to the development of tourism industry.
At the meeting in which the Governor of the region, Mr. Ali Mahmud
as well as members of various committees took part, reports were
presented on the strength and challenges encountered before and
during the national festival.
According to reports presented, shortage of time for preparation
and budget were among the main bottlenecks and called for concerted
effort to alleviate the challenges in the future and come up with better
preparation and display.
The participants on their part called on all sub-zones to take more
time and identify items that could be displayed at the festival and
become competitive as well as for allocating enough budgets and
resources.
Indicating that the National Festival could not be judged from a
single year preparation, The Governor of the region, Mr. Ali Mahmud
called on all sub-zones and stakeholders to integrate efforts for better
outcome.

Ambassador
Sophia
Tesfamariam,
Permanent
Representative of the State
of Eritrea to the United
Nations
with
rank
of
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, has on August
5 presented her credentials to
the UN Secretary General, Mr.
Antonio Guterres.

between Eritrea and the United
Nations.

UN Secretary General.

The UN Secretary General, Mr.
Antonio Guterres, commended
Eritrea’s vital role in the
enhancement of regional peace
and stability, and, expressed his
best wishes for further progress
in the years ahead.

Nationals in South Sudan commemorate 58th
Anniversary of armed struggle for independence

At the occasion, Ambassador
Sophia Tesfamariam and Mr.
Antonio Guterres discussed ways
and means of strengthening ties

Ambassador
Sophia
Tesfamariam also delivered
message of goodwill from
President Isaias Afwerki to the

Contribution in support of
families of martyrs
The residents of the Administrative areas of Gergef, Tebeldia and
Omahajer, Golij sub-zone have pledged to reinforce contribution to
support families of martyrs in their areas. The residents are taking the
initiative by establishing committees that will oversee the implementation
of the initiative.
According to report, the residents of the administrative areas of
Tebeldia and Gergef have allocated 30 and 50 hectares of arable land
respectively for families of martyrs.
Mr. Negasi Mengisteab, Chairman of the committee to support
families of martyrs in Tebeldia, and Mr. Ibrahim Omar, Administrator of
Gergef administrative area, said that the support of families of martyrs
is not to be left to the Government only and called on every citizen to
strengthen contribution.
They also called on other administrative areas to follow the initiative
of the residents of the administrative areas of Tebeldia, Omahajer and
Gergef.

Eritrean nationals in the
Republic of South Sudan
commemorated
the
58th
Anniversary of the beginning
of the Eritrean armed struggle
for independence. At the event
the new building of the Eritrean
Embassy was also inaugurated.
The commemoration event was
attended by several officials from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of South Sudan,
Deputy Mayor of Juba and other

officials as well as members of the
diplomatic corps and a number of
nationals residing in the country.
Mr. Yohannes Teklemichael,
Ambassador of Eritrea to the
Republic of South Sudan and
Deputy Foreign Minister of
South Sudan, Mr. Deng Dau
Deng Malek inaugurated the new
embassy building.
Speaking at the event,
Ambassador Yohannes, said that
peaceful and sovereign Eritrea is

the result of the armed struggle
for independence which started
on September 1, and called on
nationals to renew pledge to
strengthen contribution in the
effort to build a prosperous and
developed nation.
Ambassador
Yohannes
reiterated that the ownership,
use and administration of the
new Embassy building belongs

continued on page 5
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Halhal: Provision of Social Services
in Remote Areas
Kesete Gebrehiwet
Like many remote areas in
Eritrea, Halhal sub-zone did
not have visible social services
in the past as the inhabitants
of the sub-zone were living in
dispersed locations. But through
development projects in the
post-independence period, the
people of the sub-zone have been
getting basic social services and
their living standards have been
improving.
Halhal
sub-zone
borders
Hamelmalo sub-zone in the East,
Asmat sub-zone in the west,
Agaz sub-zone in the South and
Habero sub-zone in the North. It
has around 32,000 inhabitants.
Most of the inhabitants, making
up 90% of the total population,
earn their living as farmers and
as pastoralists while 10% are
engaged in trade.
The grains that are commonly
grown on the highlands of the
sub-zone are sorghum, millet
and maize while cash crops like
sesame and flax are cultivated in
the low-land areas.
Although subsistence farming
is mostly practised in the sub-
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zone, a large part is favorable
for pastoral activities. During the
rainy season, the inhabitants of
the sub-zone tend their cattle in
the areas that border Hagaz subzone.

offering services in Melebso,
Gebey-lebu and Kertset. The
reduction of maternal and child
mortality virtually to zero level
is the greatest achievement
registered in the healthcare
service.

There is abundant rain in the
sub-zone during the rainy season.
For this reason, the agricultural
produce in the sub-zone is quite
plenty, and the trade activities are
mainly dominated by agricultural
products.
Halhal sub-zone has eight
administrative areas. Six of the
administrative areas are situated
near the main road that cuts
through Asmat.
Social services have been
provided not only in the urban
areas but also in the remote
rural areas of the sub-zone. The
Government has constructed
strategic dirt roads in a bid to
strengthen the provision of
social services in the area, and
the residents of the area have
played roles in the construction
of roads.

Gebey-Lebu
and
Mearki
administrative areas have not
benefited from the development
projects so far implemented
in the sub-zone, particularly
in transportation service. The
residents of the area are doing
their level best in the construction
of dirt roads in order to alleviate
the problem.

independence
period.
This
time all administrative areas
have access to schools in their
vicinities, including those in
remote locations. Halhal and
Melebso, for instance, have
secondary schools while the other
administrative areas have access
to primary and junior secondary
education.

There was hardly any school
in the sub-zone in the pre-

In terms of health care, three
healthcare centers have been

The provision of potable water
in the sub-zone, which covers
around 80% of the total area of
the sub-zone, is commendable.
Mai-Walet, Kertset, Melebso and
Rehiet are blessed with abundant
water supply. Rakobet is, however,
riddled with deficit of water.
According to Mr. Ghrmatsion
Abrha, Administrator of the Subzone, the six administrative areas
of the sub-zone have good supply
of water while two administrative
areas are still facing challenges.
Halhal administrative area has
suitable farm fields particularly
in Gengerieb and Hagaz areas.
Around 80% of their food supply
in the sub-zone is grown during the
rainy season. Four administrative

continued on page 5

Eritrean Delegation on a Side event at the14th UN
Convention to Combat Desertification
Eritrea presented its experience
on different approaches of
promoting greening campaign and
the introduction of ‘Asmara Solar
Powered Stove”
Eritrea presented its experience
on different approaches of
promoting the Greening Campaign
on September 3, 2019 in the
afternoon hours at a side event in
the14th UN Convention to Combat
Desertification/ Conference of
parties which is being held in
India.
Mr. Habteweld Misgina, Eritrean
artist and Environmental activist
presented a seminar on new ways
of inspiring the international
community in general and the
youth in particular with his
unique paintings which are totally
dedicated to tree planting and
natural resource management.
Moreover, Mr. Huruy Asgedom,

Director General of Agricultural
Extension Department at the
Ministry of Agriculture presented
“Eritrea’s experience on different
approaches of promoting natural
resources management and the
introduction of ‘Asmara - Solar
Powered Stove”.
Participants of the side event
who represented various countries
and international organizations
admired the way Artist Habteweld
Misgina came up with to inspire the
international community to give tree
planting and forest conservation
instant and desirable focus. Artist
Habteweld underscored the use of
trees beyond the classic ways.
Meanwhile, many participants
underscored the need of distributing
the newly manufactured ‘Asmara
- Solar Powered Stove’ so as to
stop tree-cutting for fire-wood
especially in the dry lands of Africa

and other parts of
the World. It is to
be noted that the
stove was innovated
by Mr. Mesued
Mohamedsiraj
along with his copartner Mr. Fitsum
Amaha.
Attending
at
the Eritrea’s side
event, Ambassador
of
Eritrea
to
India Mr. Alem
Tsehaye urged the
participants about
the need of country
parties experience
sharing and working
together to minimize
the risk of desertification.
It is to be noted that this year’s
UNCCD COP 14 is going on under
the theme: “Restore Land to Sustain

Life” in India from 2-13 September,
2019 with various country parties
and regional meetings as well as
exhibition and technology fair.
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Incessant struggle for dignity and identity
Simon Weldemichael
It has been 58 years since the first
bullet was fired in Mount Adal by
patriot Hamid Idris Awate. Hamid
Idris Awate led the Eritrean armed
struggle from Mount Adal at the first
encounter with the Ethiopian forces.
Awate is one of the Eritrean national
symbols. The construction of his
statue in Haikota and the naming
of many governmental and private
institutions after Awate indicate the
respect he has earned in the country.
Awate is always celebrated through
poems, songs, paintings and books.
Awate’s statue and biography in
Tigrigna are both the first of their
kind in Eritrea.
Last Sunday, Eritreans celebrated
the 58th ceremony of the
beginning of the armed struggle
and remembered the extraordinary
commitment and bravery of the
first generation of fighters. The
Eritrean armed struggle remade
Eritrea and Eritreans. Supported
and encouraged by global powers,
Ethiopian colonizers pushed long
enough and hard enough to destroy
the capacity of Eritreans to resist and
fight. But in September 1961, the
first generation of Eritrean fighters
responded in the only language the
colonizers understood -- force.
In September 1961, Eritreans stood
up with arms and fired a bullet of
liberation. The bullet echoed ‘we are
Eritreans and we are who we want to
be.’ This message was initially taken
lightly, but later on, especially after
the formation of the EPLF,
became a thunder
that shook the
foundation
o
f

injustice
and violence.
During the long
and bitter struggle for

independence, Eritreans were terribly
abused by the international system.
In the last 78 years (1941-2019),
since Eritreans started organized
resistance for independence, Eritrea
has been subject to the preposterous
actions of global powers. However,
after the struggle of successive
generations truth and justice
triumphed. In the history of Eritrea,
the years 1991 and 2018 mark
the ultimate victory of truth and
justice. In 1991 the thirty-year war
of liberation was concluded with
the removal from power of the chief
architect of killing and genocide
– the Derg. Similarly, in 2018 the
twenty years of determination and
sacrifice for the preservation of
Eritrea’s sovereignty resulted in the
removal from power of the chief
architect of the “border” war – the
TPLF. With little variations, the
enemies of Eritrea faced the same
ends. Eritreans have a long tradition
of resistance to domination of any
kind and are always ready to die
for their dignity and identity. They
never allow compromise on dignity.
The saying of Abdelkadir Kebire
that ‘living one year of dignity is
worth much than thousand years of
indignity’ is a guiding principle.
For the last fifty-eight years
(1961-2019) Eritreans have engaged
in multiple forms of struggle.
Throughout those years, they have
experienced only eight years of
peace -- the first seven years of
independence (1991-1998) plus the
last one-year of peace (2018-2019).

Therefore, it is very important
to evaluate the commendable
achievements that Eritrea has
made in nation building within this
context.
When Eritreans agreed to fight
against Ethiopian colonization,
their number was small and they
did not have enough weapons. The
disproportion in terms of number
and ordnance was compensated
by the extraordinary bravery and
commitment of the freedom fighters.
The few tegadelti’s incredible spirit
to resist and fight protected the
flame of the revolution and the hope
of liberation. They worked
hard to keep the flame
of revolution
burning
until the

complete
liberation of
Eritrea by the EPLF.

On their first encounter, Awate
addressed the freedom fighters by
saying ‘Today, with the gunshot fired
by Azzanit (his riffle’s pet name),
the last link between us and the
occupier has been cut off; from today
onwards there is no rest or sleep.’
Here, the inner sense of dignity of
Eritreans that sought recognition
was committed to pay the necessary
price for independence. Through this
gesture, Eritreans demanded public
acknowledgement of their existence
by others.
Many writers and philosophers
have argued that the struggle for
recognition is the ultimate driver of
human history. The force that pushed
Eritreans to undertake long and bitter
struggle that finally culminated
in the birth of an independent and
sovereign Eritrea was basically the
need of recognition and dignity. The
struggle for dignity and national
pride that energized the Eritrean
revolution has continued until the
present day to become the brand of
the country. As narrated by many
fighters of the first generation of
fighters, Awate had once addressed
his companions saying: ‘If we want
to save our country, regain our
honor and attain our goals, we have
to pursue one way only and that is
the path of the armed struggle.’ The
armed struggle enabled Eritreans to
recover, repossess and regain their
natural rights. As they were fighting
and humiliating the enemy, Eritreans
were writing a proud and honorable
history that would serve as a source

of inspiration and reference for
successive generations to come.
The first generation of fighters
understood that the announcement
of the armed struggle was not an end
in itself. They knew its continuation
was essential for the liberation of
Eritrea from Ethiopian occupation.
In the last moments of his life,
while handing his rifle over to his
companions, Awate said: ‘Raise
this rifle high until final victory is
accomplished, God willing.’ As
promised, successive generations
of fighters refined the vision and
continued the struggle until the
final victory. In the course of the
struggle, Eritreans formed Peoples
Front -- an enabling organization
that cultivated nationalism and unity
among the Eritrean people. Peoples
Front created a forum of struggle in
which all Eritreans could participate
regardless of their religion, ethnicity
and gender.
Peoples Front accomplished
the task of establishing national
independence and dignity in 1991
and the task of protecting national
independence and sovereignty in
2018. After all these achievements
it has now shouldered a historic
responsibility of building a peaceful,
just and prosperous society, a
task which is more difficult and
complicated than the past. But we are
sure of one thing -- the struggle will
continue without interruption until
the dignity and identity of Eritreans
is fully respected and the building of
a modern Eritrea is accomplished.
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Eritrean Natural Resources
miriam tekeste

Tourism, known as a smokeless
industry, plays a very important role
in the development of a country’s
economy. With its cultural, historical
and natural treasures, Eritrea has a
great potential to make strides in the
tourism industry.

Eritrea borders the Red Sea in
the northeast and east, Sudan in the
west and northern east, Ethiopia
in the south and Djibouti in the
southern east. It is 125,000 sq.k.m
wide and its altitude reaches ranges
from 1800m to 3000m above sea
level. The coastal plains, western
lowlands, and some 350 islands
comprise the remainder of Eritrea’s
land mass.
The diversity in landscape and
topography in the highlands and
lowlands of Eritrea result in the
diversity of climate across the
country. Eritrea is classified in to
three climatic zones: highlands,
eastern coastal regions and the
western lowlands. The highlands
have temperate climate throughout
out the year. The climate of most
lowland zones is arid and semiarid.
Anyone who wants to enjoy the
beauty of the Eritrean climate must
travel from Asmara city to Massawa
and experience three different
seasons in two hours.
The Red Sea is 2,350 kilometers
long and reaches a maximum width
of 350 kilometers at the Eritrean
coast. It is known as the world’s last
great unspoiled tropical paradise,
where every scuba diver or snorkeler
has something to explore. It is one
of the richest areas in the world.
The marine bio-diversity in the
Red Sea spans from the unicellular
phytoplankton seedlings to the
enormous wales. There are over
1,000 species of fish, 2,000 species
of invertebrates, and 180 species of
corals. Many of these species are
indigenous to the Red Sea. Among
the corals and anemones you can
spot tough-beaked parrotfish, bigeyed squirrel fish, disc-shaped
surgeon fish and countless other
species. Giant sea turtles lay their
eggs on the sandy beaches. Pods of
dolphins can appear to play around
the boat, and even giant dugongs or
sea cows are sometimes seen. And
there are seabirds - sterns, seagulls,
sand plovers, herons and pelicans.
There are manta rays with wing

spans of many meters, and there are
the famous Red Sea sharks. Despite
their reputation, however, shark
attacks on swimmers in the area are
extremely rare.

The Red Sea and its coastlines
are also very suitable for various
marine birds. The birds that migrate
from the cold weather in Europe
find the Eritrean tropical warm
climate favorable for breeding and
gathering food. The Northern Red
Sea Region is endowed with islands
and coastlines preferred by many
migrating birds. Some of the nonmigrating bird species that dwell in
the marine and coastal territories of
the Red Sea are crab, plover, western
riff and heron.
From the ancient times, the Red
sea has been a busy trade route
between Europe and the Far East.
Compared to other countries, little
number of people live along the
coasts of the Eritrean Red Sea and
those people are from Afar, Saho,
Tigre, Rashaida as well as Tigrinya
ethnic groups. However, the largest
number of inhabitants is from Afar
ethnic groups that inhabit the area
from Gelalo to Rahayta and Dahlak
Islands.
Eritrea’s more than 350 islands
have been described as the world’s
last unspoiled tropical paradise. The
Eritrean Red Sea coast and islands
provide opportunities for sea cruise
holidays, scuba-diving, fishing
and other water sports. Moreover,
because of their closeness to the port
city of Massawa most of the Islands
can be easily visited. Any visitor can
visit Shek Seiad “Hamlay Desiet”
(Green Island), Dese, Madot,
Durgamon and Durgalan islands in
one day. The summertime is long,
from May to September, and hot with
average temperature ranging from
35 °C to 45 °C. And, in the months of
November to February it rains from
175-250 mm. The Eritrean Red Sea
also has the potential for oil and gas.
It is the source of minerals such as
copper, magnesium, aluminum,
titanium, potash and lead.
Due to its comfortable climate
and diverse landscape, Eritrea is also
home to different kinds of plants and
animals. The most common trees
which are found In Eritrea are fig
tree, palm tree, pine tree, olive tree,
and scrub and gum trees. Trees such
as palm have the potential to play

great role in the economy of the
country. Semenawi Bahri is one of
the amazing green lands found at the
Northern East of Asmara occupying
about 100,000 hectare land. In
this green area, there are different
species of birds, monkeys, baboons,
leopards, kudu, push buck and
Klipspringer. Filfil and Solomuna,
places in Semenawi Bahri, are filled
with large picturesque trees, home to
a large variety of bird life. Another
fact that makes this place unique is
that it is green throughout the year.
Most of the wild animals in Eritrea
are similar with those found in
Africa. Greater kudus and torah artebeasts are found in the mountains
of Gash-Barka Region. Rarely
could they be seen in other places.
Large population of Elephants are

also found in this region. Dik-diks
and dorcas gazelles as well the
endangered African wild ass can
be seen in the Denakalia Region.
Others include bushbucks, duikers,
greater Kudus, klipspringers,
leopards, Oryx’s and crocodiles.
With the loss of forests and decades
of colonization and war many wild
animals disappeared. Nevertheless,
after Eritrea’s independence the
government has been working on
preserving the plants and animals
and, as a result, many wild animals
are now able to inhabit and breed in
Eritrea. And so far their increase in
number is promising.
Eritrea’s major mineral resources
include natural gas, gold, copper, oil,
zinc and potash. Almost 70% of the
country is covered by the greenstone

belt of Eritrea that has deposits
of precious metals and volcanic
massive sulfide. At this time, as the
government works on developing
and using this hidden treasure, many
minerals have been found and this
has attracted many international
mining companies to Eritrea.
Its location, its natural environment
and climate make Eritrea a
comfortable destination for tourists.
If harnessed so well, the natural
resources of Eritrea and the prevalent
peace and security provide the right
conditions for the development of a
sustainable tourism industry that has
the potential to develop Eritrea as a
country. For this reason every citizen
ought to have knowledge about the
natural resources and play their role
in preserving it.
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Nationals in South
Sudan . . .

continued from page 1
to the Eritrean community and
that it is open for community and
public diplomacy activities by
nationals. Ambassador Yohannes
also handed out Certificate
of Recognition to those who
contributed in the renovation of
the building.
Noting that both the peoples
of Eritrea and South Sudan share
similar experience of armed
struggle
for
independence,
Deputy Foreign Minister of South
Sudan, Mr. Deng Dau Deng
Malek on his part stated that
the capital investment Eritreans
are making in South Sudan is
playing significant role in the
development of the country.
At
the
event,
YPFDJ
representative as well as Deputy
Mayor of Juba, Mr. Thiik Thiik
Mayardit delivered message of
solidarity.
The event featured cultural and
artistic performances.
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Halhal: Provision of . . .
continued from page 2
areas that are close to the Barka
River tend their cattle around the
river banks. They do not have
deficit of animal feed.
As
regards
indigenous
vegetation, the area used to
be home to olive trees. But, a
large area of Halhal sub-zone,
particularly in Melebso, was
cleared for the construction of
trenches by colonial powers.

service has also been steadily
improving. This time, public
transport service is being offered
in Kertset, Melebso and Halhal.
Telecommunication towers have
been installed in all areas that
stretch towards Asmat sub-zone.
Above 90% of the residents of
the areas are currently enjoying
telecommunication services.

All in all, Halhal sub-zone has
been witnessing steady progress
in all domains. But a few areas
have not yet been getting access
to social services. The efforts so
far exerted in the distribution of
a wide range of services have
enabled the regrouping of small
villages in central areas where
they can find viable service.

Some problems will be, of course,
alleviated with the construction of
dams in Halhal and Mai-Awalid.
Mr. Ghrmatsion says they
are looking forward to the
construction of dams in Kertset,
Fenchbuku, Minabuku and in
all areas that suffer from acute
shortage of water.

In the post-independence period,
soil and water conservation
campaigns undertaken resulted
in the redressing of the area with
vegetation.
As the residents of the areas
used to lead a nomadic life style,
resettlement programs have been
introduced in a bid to enable
the people of the sub-zone have
easy access to social services.
Accordingly, Mr. Ghrmatsion said,
a master plan has been designed
to resettle some residents in the
areas where they can benefit from
the provisions of social services.
The most challenging aspect of
regrouping villages has been the
distance between the residential
areas and the farm fields.
Transport and communications

AZEL PHARMACEUTICAL SHARE Co.
REQUEST FOR ICT PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
Azel Pharmaceutical Sh. Co. Seeks quotation from qualified maintenance service providers to perform the Preventive maintenance
service of ICT equipment who have valid renewed business license to submit sealed proposal for provision of ICT Preventive
Maintenance service.
Interested eligible bidders may obtain the “ICT Preventive Maintenance Service” document upon payment of non-refundable ERN
100.00 from the address below during office hours Monday through Saturday.
Proposals must be submitted on or before 5:00 P.M , September 26, 2019 and will be opened at 10:00 A.M. the following day in the
presence of bidders or their representatives who wish to attend and shall remain valid for a period of 90 days after bid opening.
Azel Pharma reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals without needing to justify the grounds for its action and without
assuming any liability for expenses incurred by the bidder in the preparation of the bid document, to negotiate the terms and conditions
of any proposal leading to the execution of a contract and to waive any technical or legal deficiencies therein.
Address :Material Department
Azel Pharmaceutical Sh. Co.
P.O.Box:6799
Zip Code 175-11 St.No.51 (near Albergo Italia, formerly Keren Hotel)
Asmara, Eritrea
Tel:+291-1-120028/120029, Fax: +291-1-121002
Email: purchase4@azelpharma.com
Visit: www.azelpharma.com
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TECHNO ENGINEERS

(MANUFACTURER, ENGINEERING WORKS, & DESIGNER)
Maekel, gezabanda, street: Dongolo, House no: 5B
Cell: +291 7145248

Recruitment of Technical Personnel
Applications are invited for following for placement in Bisha Mining Share Company on contact basis:
Category

Qualification required

Exp. Required

Site supervisor

Technical college degree/
diploma mechanical

5 plus years

Mechanical Draftsman

Formal trade certificate
(Mechanical & piping
design)

3 plus years

HME Mechanic

Formal trade certificate
(Diesel mechanic/ Auto
electrician)

3 to 5 years

Mechanical fitter

3 to 5 years

Pipe fitter

Formal trade certificate
(fitter)
Formal trade certificate
(boiler maker)

Crane operator

Formal trade course

3 to 5 years

HDPE Welder

Formal trade certificate
(Welder/ plastic Welding

3 to 5 years

Steel Welder

Formal trade certificate
(Welder)

3 to 5 years

Rigger

Formal trade course

3 to 5 years

Electrician

Formal trade course
(Electrician)

3 to 5 years

3 to 5 years

Interested candidates may send their latest resume & credentials at office address within 10 days of this advertisement. 		

																				
		
																				

General information & other requirements:
• Place of work:
• Salary:

Bisha.

As per Company salary sale.

• Type of Contract:

Indefinite.

Additional requirements for Nationals:
• Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation & provide evidence of release paper from the Ministry of Defense.
• Present clearance paper from current/ last employer.
• Testimonial documents to be attached (CV, work experience credentials, a copy of your National identity Card etc.).
• Only shortlisted applications will be considered as potential candidates for an interview.
• Application documents will not be returned to sender.
• All applications should be sent through the post office.
• Dead line for application: 10 days from the day of publication in the newspaper.
• Address: Please mail your applications to;
Techno engineering

6

7

Vol 26 No 55

Eritrea Profile, Saturday, September 7, 2019

CHINESE COURSES TO THE PUBLIC
CI-NHERI is planning to offer more Chinese language and culture courses to the public in Autumn Semester 2019. The following is the registration
information:
Registration Date: Sept. 15th -18th , 2019
Office Hours: 9:00 AM -11:30 AM, 2:30 PM -5:00 PM
Venue: Third floor, Room 315 (CI Office), University of Asmara
Tel: 163581,162242

Serial
NO.

Levels

Chinese Language Courses Schedule (100NKF for Handout Only)

Classes
Class 1

1

Level 1

Class 2
Class 3
Class 4
Class 1

2

Level 2

Class 2
Class 3
Class 4

3

Level 3

4

Level 4

5

Level 6

6

HSK III Training

Serial
NO.

Course Titles

1

Taiji

2

Chinese Dance

3

Chinese Song

4

Chinese Calligraphy

5

Chinese Kungfu

Class 1
Class 2

Time

Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 8:00 am-10:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-12:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 8:00 am-10:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-12:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday10:00 am-12:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 8:00 am-10:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 8:00 am-10:00 am
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-12:00 am

Chinese Culture Courses Schedule (No Payment)
Classes
Time
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
Class 1
Saturday & Sunday 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
Class 2
Wednesday & Friday 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
Class 1
Saturday & Sunday 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
Class 2
Saturday 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Class 1
Sunday 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Class 2
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 4:00 pm-6:00 pm

N.B.: The classes lasts 13 weeks, starting from Sept. 21st till Dec.15th.
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Eritrean manuscript: A rich written patrimony, says Pro Bausi

Billion Temesghen

Professor Alessandro Bausi is a professor at the Asien-Afrika-Institut and Director of the Hiob Ludolf Centre at the University of Hamburg,
Germany. He started his journey in Italy and then moved to Hamburg where he is currently working in different capacities. He and his team were
here in Eritrea in the last week of August to give a workshop that focused on the importance of preserving and cataloging Geez manuscripts. The
workshop was conducted in the premises of the Patriarch of the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahdo Church and was attended by 25 experts from the AdiKeih College of Business and Social Science, the newly established Debre Sina Theology College, the Patriarch of the Eritrean Orthodox Tewhdo
Church as well as from the Research and Development Centre. Ancient manuscripts are found abundantly in Eritrean monasteries. The well-kept
heritages have been attracting great attention from inside and outside of the country. We spoke to Prof. Bausi during the workshop’s concluding
ceremony. Here follows our talk.

Horn of Africa and maybe even
the continent at large. What is
your opinion?

You have known Eritrea for
a while now. When was the first
time you came?

more that needs to be done as it is,
like I said, a very rich patrimony
for Eritrea.

I first came to Eritrea, for
several years, in 1992 and stayed
until 1997. I was here with a
mission carried by the University
of Bologna to study manuscripts
in several monasteries of Eritrea
which, in fact, is a rich patrimony
for Eritrea.

How important is it for Eritrea
to safeguard such patrimony?

In this part of Africa, especially
the region in which Geez was used,
there are manuscripts that date
back in time and have religious and
historical information documented
in them. The documents vary in
kind -- some are political texts,
some are on economics, science,
law and the list goes on. Therefore,
the content of the manuscripts are
not strictly religious but documents
that reflect centuries of social
dynamism which civilizations of
this area represented.
This heritage is still uncharted.
Yes, during the last few years
notable efforts have been made
to identify and catalogue the
manuscripts but there is much

It is extremely important. It
should be one of the nation’s
fundamental priorities because we
learn about the ancient medieval
history in those times exclusively
on the basis of the manuscripts as
evidence. The historical phases
that are described in manuscripts
speak about the will of elites. We
have also peculiar intellectual
features through which we can
monitor the creation of literary
works in the course of time. These
and more topics documented in
the manuscripts are definitely
expressions of the national
identity. So I would say that the
task of safeguarding manuscripts
has belonged to the Eritrean
tradition and it is a task that needs
to be furthermore executed with
diligence.
Safeguarding the national
patrimony in the Eritrean territory
would be good to countries of the

I believe that there are strong
connections between several
features of the African narration,
especially in these parts. There
is some overlapping in terms of
literary contents between Christian
and the Islamic traditions but still I
would be persistent on the idea that
Africa is a continent whose history
is mostly based on oral narrations
that are sadly being abandoned
and so such documentation, found
in big numbers in this region,
is extremely useful. Ancient
languages such as Geez can serve
as the earliest testimony of African
accounts.
There is this wrong assumption
about Geez. Many think that
Geez is exclusively a liturgical
language. According to your
studies, is it so?
Geez is not linked exclusively to
the advent of Christianity in these
parts. It predates Christianity;

therefore, it is not registered
as a liturgical language. It is a
mark of Christianity in religious
institutions. Besides, from the
language people were speaking in
the course of time, we have early
evidence of Tigrigna and Amharic
too dating back to those times. The
language is described as ‘Habasi’,
a forerunner of ‘Habesha’. So we
definitely cannot underestimate
Geez and the power it has to
depict accounts of the past.
Likewise, manuscripts written in
this language are powerful written
documents that can definitely
fortify the oral accounts of African
cultures.
Can you say a few words about
the workshop? How was it?
I personally enjoyed the
workshop because it was a bonus
for me as I had a chance to revisit a
city that I love very much, Asmara.
I am back now after 27 years. I also
had the occasion of meeting people
I had met back then. Abune Lucas
was the one that accompanied me
during the visit to Debre Libanos,

so I was moved to see him again.
In Hamburg, we feel the need
of sharing and working on key
words like ‘knowledge transfer’
and ‘capacity building’. According
to my colleagues, and this is also
a strong opinion of mine, the
workshop in Asmara has been
extremely extensive and the most
attended summer workshop we had
so far. We are happy and we were
really satisfied by the outcome.
Moreover, we are so humbled
to be amongst people who are
representatives of a rich tradition.
What does the future look like
for you and your team?
We would certainly be grateful
if the opportunity of keeping this
project on is granted for the long
run by future conditions. We
would like to conduct research
on the ground alongside Eritrean
colleagues, and we hope for
the international community to
discover this patrimony and for
knowledge on this matter to be
shared and transferred vastly.
Thank you!

