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President Isaias Holds Talks with
Senior Ethiopian Delegation
President Isaias Afwerki met and
held talks with senior Ethiopian
delegation composed of Mr.
Lemma Megersa, President of
Oromo Region, and Dr. Workneh
Gebeyehu, Foreign Minister of the
Federal Republic of Ethiopia.

Declaration of Peace and Friendship
signed on 9 July between Eritrea
and Ethiopia.

The meeting
on 6 August at
here in Asmara
implementation

The objective of the visit of the
Ethiopian delegation was to hold
discussion with Oromo Liberation
Front (OLF).

that was held
the State House
focused on the
of the Joint

The two sides also discussed
the prevalent state of affairs in the
Horn of Africa.

Eritreans and Ethiopians in Khartoum
Rally in Support of Peace Deal

President Isaias Holds Talks with
Japanese Delegation
President Isaias Afwerki met
and held talks with a Japanese
delegation led by State Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Masahisa
Sato, on 6 August at Denden Hall.
In the course of the meeting,
Minister Sato expressed Japan’s
appreciation for the historic peace
and friendship agreement signed
between Eritrea and Ethiopia on 9
July.
After briefing on the forthcoming

2019
Tokyo
International
Cooperation
for
African
Development - TICAD Summit
in Yokohama, Japan, the Japanese
delegation forwarded an invitation
to President Isaias Afwerki to
participate in the summit.
The delegation further discussed
Japan’s quest for membership
in the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) as non-permanent
member and requested for Eritrea’s

Senior Eritrean Delegation
in Saudi Arabia
Senior
Eritrean
delegation
composed of Foreign Minister
Osman Saleh and Presidential
Advisor Mr. Yemane Gebreab met
and held talks with the Foreign
Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Mr. Adel Al-Juber on 5
August in Jeddah on strengthening
bilateral relations with particular
focus on trade and investment.
The two sides also discussed on

the recent developments in the Horn
of Africa in addition to the peace and
friendship agreement signed between
Eritrea and Ethiopia. Foreign
Minister Adel Al-Juber expressed
his country’s readiness to contribute
in consolidating the peace process.
Regarding the official visit of
the President of the Republic of
Somalia, Mr. Mohammed Abdullahi
Mohammed to Eritrea, the two sides
expressed that the new development
in the Horn of Africa will make
significant contribution in helping
Somalia overcome its challenges.
Mr. Adel Al-Juber also accepted
Mr. Osman Saleh’s invitation to visit
Eritrea.
The visit of the Eritrean delegation
to Saudi Arabia is a continuation of
the official visit of President Isaias
Afwerki to Saudi Arabia two weeks
ago.

support.
President Isaias Afwerki also
briefed the Japanese delegation on
the peace process between Eritrea
and Ethiopia and the joint peace
agreement the two countries signed
in Asmara. President Isaias also
underlined the need for meaningful
structural reform of the UNSC
to ensure fulfillment of tasks of
maintenance of international peace
& security entrusted to it.

Eritreans and Ethiopians in
Khartoum and its environs have
jointly expressed support for
the joint peace and friendship
agreement signed by Eritrea and
Ethiopia on 9 July in Asmara.
At the rally organized by the
communities of Eritrea and
Ethiopia on 3 August, thousands
of citizens of both countries
expressed support to the historic
agreement between President
Isaias Afwerki and Prime Minister
Dr. Abiy Ahmed to normalize
relation and they pledged to play
due part for its success.

Speaking at the event, Mr.
Ibrahim Idris, Charge d’Affairs
at the Eritrean Embassy in Sudan,
noted that the agreement the two
countries reached will help make
up years of lost opportunities of
cooperation and partnership, and
reminded all citizens to play due
part to that effect.
Expressing his conviction
that the peace deal the two
leaders reached without the
involvement of a third party will

continued on page 2

Ethiopian Government and OLF Sign Reconciliation Agreement
The Federal Republic of
Ethiopia and the Oromo Liberation
Front (OLF) have signed a
Reconciliation
Agreement
yesterday, 7 August, in Asmara.
The Reconciliation Agreement
was signed by President of the

Oromo Region, Mr. Lemma
Megersa on the Ethiopian side
and by Mr. Dawd Ibsa on the OLF
side.
The Ethiopian Foreign Minister,
Dr. Workneh Gebeyehu, was
present at the signing event.

The Reconciliation Agreement
includes cessation of hostilities
and the OLF to conduct its
political activities in Ethiopia
through peaceful means. The
two sides also agreed to establish
joint committee to implement the
agreement.
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Eritreans and Ethiopians . . .
continued from page 1

for peace and cooperation.

ensue sustainable solution, the
Charge d’Affairs at the Ethiopian
Embassy in the Sudan, Mr. Amsalu
Hatie, said that the peaceful rally
both Eritreans and Ethiopians
in Khartoum have conducted in
support of the peace deal attests
to the desire of the two peoples

Besides
the
rally,
the
communities of Eritrea and
Ethiopia in Khartoum and its
environs have handed over Letter
of Support to the Charge d’Affairs
of both countries’ Embassies
expressing their support to the
peace and friendship agreement.

Micro-credit and Saving Activities
The micro-credit and saving program in Gash Bark region reported that it is conducting encouraging activities.
The micro-credit and saving branches in Barentu, Gogne, Akordat, Laelay Gash, Shambiko, Mogolo, Dge and
Molqi sub-zones stated that it has expanded its activities and is playing significant role in the effort being exerted
to improve the livelihood of nationals.
In a six-month activity assessment meeting the branch and its partners conducted on 31 July in Tokombia town,
the head of the branch, Mr. Mogos Mehari, said that the branch has disbursed 32.4 million Nakfa to its clients in
the form of micro-credit.
The acting managing director of the program, Mr. Tafla Asmerom, also said that the aim of the micro-credit and
saving program is to provide nationals with economic problems and help them become self-sufficient.
Mr. Gide Estifanos, Administrator of Laelay Gash sub-zone on his part added that the micro-credit and saving
opportunities are playing significant part in improving the lives of nationals and called on the public to take
advantage of the program.
The micro-credit and saving program has two branches in Gash Barka region, Barentu and Teseney, with 21,954
beneficiaries.

Regrouping of Villages
The administrator of the Foro sub-zone, Mr. Osman Arafa, reported that efforts are being made for the regrouping of
villages that have scattered in the administrative areas of Kumhule and Arebto so that they become beneficiaries of social
service provision institutions.
Indicating that the residents have not been able to become beneficiaries of social service provision institutions, Mr.
Osman called for strong participation of the residents to the success of the program.

Social Service Provision
Institutions in Adobha
Social
service
provision
institutions at the newly
regrouped villages in Abobha
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sub-zone, Northern Red Sea
region, are being put in place.
Mr. Idris Ali, administrator
of the sub-zone, reiterated that
the residents of the Ilababu,
Hasta, Midigan and Arerib have
been regrouped in Dirit and
have become beneficiaries of
educational and health service as
well as potable water supply.

Mr. Osman also called for strong participation in controlling illegal acts of deforestation and in redressing the
environment through tree planting and soil and water conservation programs.
The residents on their part expressed readiness to strengthen participation in the regrouping program and called for the
establishment a boarding school in their area.
In the administrative areas of Kumhule and Arebto there are about one thousand residents leading their lives through
farming and herding.

Seminar for Members of 32nd
Round National Service

According to Mr. Idris Ali,
80 hectares of land has been
prepared at Badn to enable the
residents engage in fruits and
vegetables farming activities and
a health station put in place at
Ilababu.
Mr. Idris went on to say that
the Nakfa-Adobha dirt road is
being renovated through popular
campaign and will start providing
service in the near future.
The
Hishkib-Karora-ItaroAgrae dirt road has also been
renovated
through
popular
campaign and has begun
providing transportation service.

The Commander of Sawa
National Service Training Center,
Col. Debesai Ghide, conducted
seminar for members of the 32nd
round national service.
The seminar that was held
on 4 August focused on the
role of Sawa in developing the
academic and vocational capacity

of students, nurturing national
values, psychological and physical
development, group living and
developing nationalism as well
as the progress of the national
development programs.
Noting that every generation
has to pass through its own unique
historical stages, Col. Debesai called

on members of the 32nd round of the
national service to take advantage
of the promising peace prospect
prevailing in the region and properly
use the opportunities at hand.
The participants on their part
expressed conviction to pursue their
education and dedicatedly serve
their people and country.
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ENDA- Creating awareness through education
Semhar Mebrahtu
Diabetes has become one
of the rapidly increasing noncommunicable
diseases
that
threatens public health all over the
world. Eritrea is no exception. The
2010 nation-wide community based
survey shows 4.7% prevalence of
diabetes in Eritrea. According to
Diabetes Atlas magazine, 5th edition,
death attributed to diabetes reached
over 1,280 in 2012.
Generally, in Eritrea, diabetes is
treated at general outpatient clinics
or hospitals. The increase in the
number of patients has led to the
opening of specialized diabetes
clinics at Halibet Specialized and
Hazhaz hospitals. Several hospitals
in the other regions of the country
have also started diabetes care
clinics as general outpatient service.
The Eritrean National Diabetes
Association (ENDA) has been
striving to do its share in diabetes
prevention, care and treatment.
The chairman of ENDA, Dr.
Goitom Mebrahtu, said that the
association was founded by few
interested diabetic individuals on
November 28, 1996 as a result
of the growing number of people
with diabetes in the country. It is
established by people with diabetes
and their care-takers. He also said
that the association is affiliated
with the International Diabetes
Federation (IDF).
The association is a legally
registered charitable, non-profit
organization which strives to
improve the lives of diabetic
people. Since its foundation, ENDA

has remained the vanguard of
efforts to advocate for all people
affected by diabetes, regardless of
their socio-economic background.
Currently, the number of members
at the association has reached
over 13,000, with branches in six
regions and more than 15 districts
of the country. The association is
administered by a general assembly
which consists of representatives
from the regional branches. The
ENDA’s
National
Executive
Committee office members are
elected every three years according
to the association’s by laws.
Dr. Goitom said that the
association’s daily activities are
managed by a volunteer team of
duly elected National Executive
Committee officials and two
recruited permanent secretaries.
The association also works closely
with the Ministry of Health
(MoH), major local pharmaceutical
companies as well as corporate
sponsors who are aware of the
devastating effects of diabetes and
other non-communicable diseases;
and have made diabetes education
and prevention a major part of
their corporate social responsibility
programs.
The Chairman underscored that
the ENDA’s mission is to improve
the health of all citizens especially
those who live with diabetes, by
providing a high standard of diabetes
education and care, implementing
prevention and advocacy while
embracing strategic partnership
and research, in order to build “A
Diabetes-Free Eritrea!”
Furthermore, ENDA’s objectives

are to empower diabetic patients,
their families and the whole public
by supplying up-to-date information
on diabetes prevention, care and
the right kind of treatments. It also
strives to see positive changes in the
lives of the patients.

Furthermore, many members
go to major hospitals to take a
blood glucose test freely since few
patients afford to make self-blood
test regularly. All health facilities
offer blood glucose test service for
free.

The association supports the
activities of the Diabetic Center in
the premises of Halibet National
Referral Hospital.
In Eritrea,
diabetics are privileged to get free
oral anti-diabetic medicine and
insulin, free medical checkup and
associated co-morbidity treatment
in all health facilities. The MoH
always secures adequate amount
of medicine to all diabetic patients
because once a diabetic starts taking
medicine the patient has to regularly
monitor it for a life time. Therefore,
securing medicine is one of the key
endeavors of the government. The
head office also distributes medical
supplies such as blood glucose
monitoring meters and strips to
children who cannot afford them.

The United Nations has passed a
resolution on diabetes following the
initiatives taken by the International
Diabetes Federation. “November
14” is annually celebrated as the
United Nations Diabetes Day.
The Eritrean Diabetes Association
also celebrates this day colorfully
with its sponsors and supporters.
Many sponsors and pharmaceutical
companies use this opportunity to
introduce their products and express
allegiance to the association.

Creating awareness through
education is one of the major
activities of the association.
Though diabetes is an enduring
disease, it could be monitored with
the right kind of information and
necessary lifestyle changes. For the
reason, the association organizes
an educational gathering on daily
basis at the outpatient clinics of the
major hospitals by collaborating
with the MoH. This program has
been underway for the last 17
years and attendance of patients
has been rising from time to time.
The other method of information
dissemination is annual publication
of magazines.

Dr. Goitom said that the main
focus of ENDA is advocating the
prevention and control of diabetes
and increasing the knowledge
and skills of controlling diabetes
among diabetes patients and care
takers. Along with this, increasing
awareness of the public and
particularly diabetes patients helps
prevent and control diabetes and
its complications. Dr. Goitom
added that the other focus of the
association is to lobby on behalf
of children and adolescents,
government and non-government
organizations for anti-diabetic drugs
and related consumables. Moreover,
it advocates for the rights and the
fulfillment of diabetic patients need
for care and social, psychological
and moral support.
Dr. Goitom said that the
association also has a responsibility
to provide technical and counseling

Dr. Goitom Mebrahtu
services to all diabetic patients
and mobilize resources locally and
internationally for the support of the
national association. In addition, it
tries to establish and strengthen
relationship with other associations
and organizations linked with its
mission and objectives for the
benefit of diabetic patients.
The National Diabetic Association
conducts sensitization seminars both
on the occasion of World Diabetes
Day (WDD) and other times of the
year. It develops printing materials
for public education and diabetic
patients. Along with this, it conducts
regular meetings of its executive
members and congress to strengthen
the association.
Finally, Dr. Goitom said that
although there is no cure for
diabetes, effective treatment exists.
The patient should have a healthy
life style, regular meals, balanced
diet, and must avoid fat, sugar and
processed foods. Doing regular
exercise at least four to five times
a week is recommended. Avoiding
alcohol and smoking also contribute
to a longer life for a diabetic
patient.
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A glimpse into historical Shipwrecks in the
Eritrean Red Sea Coast
Yohannes Gebreyesus

Shipwrecks refer to the remains
of ships that have been wrecked
either beached on land or sunk
to the bottom of a body of water
by deliberate or accidental
events. According to UNESCO’s
statistical data it is estimated that
over 3 million shipwrecks have
lain within the past thousand years
on the Earth´s Seas and Oceans.
Regarding Africa, even though the
number is enormous there are only
108 internationally recognized
and registered ship wrecks. The
general consensus is that historical
wrecks are often not more than
50 years of age. There are some
internationally well-known wrecks
in the world such as the Titanic,
Britannica, Lusitania, Estonia,
the Empress of Ireland and Costa
Concordia that are the result of
catastrophic events. The main
causes of shipwrecks include poor
design, improperly stowed cargo,
navigation and other human errors
leading to collisions (with other
ships, the shoreline, an iceberg,
etc.), bad weather, fire, forming of
artificial reefs, foundering, warfare,
piracy, mutiny and/or sabotage.

vessels, two tankers, one naval
vessel and three ancient vessels
including the excavated wreck
found in Black Assarca island.

the North Sea, the Mediterranean,
the Erythrean Sea (Red Sea) and
Insulindia. The Erythrean or Red
Sea with a ring of water around the
Arabian Peninsula connected the
great centers of eastern civilization
between Egypt and Mesopotamia.
Thus, the Red Sea, which includes
the Eritrean coastal territory, was
the origin of nearly all the sea
borne commerce and is known for
its greatest mass of wrecks in the
world.

According
to
UNESCO,
2001
definition,
underwater
archaeological sites have a broad
meaning, often shifting and
interlocking within a specific
watery environment and include a
range of sites from shipwrecks and
harbors to submerged prehistoric
landscapes. Thus, underwater
archaeological sites may consist
of the remains of ships, other
watercrafts or vessels and artifacts
accidentally
or
deliberately
deposited in to the water body.
It also includes the remains of
structures that were originally
built wholly or partly underwater
(such as jetties, crannogs, bridges,
fish traps, piers etc) as well as the
remains of human activities that
originally took place on dry or
marshy land that has subsequently
been swamped, either by rising
water levels or by marine or fluvial
erosion.

Based on historical accounts,
during the ancient times the most
known Eritrea’s gateways to the
sea were Adulis, Beilul, Zula and
other harbors. These sea gateways
of antiquity and, particularly, the
ancient port of Adulis played a
major role as trade hubs and routes
between the Arabian Peninsula,
Mediterranean world and India. It
is known that during the Greek and
Roman times, ships from Egypt
sailed to the Red Sea and beyond
to India stopping at the port of
Aduils to trade Mediterranean
goods for African ivory and hides.
Thus, due to its strategic position,
Eritrea enjoyed intensive trade
activities, and it is unquestionable
to consider that scores of material
culture remains are under its water
and coastal areas. The Eritrean
coastal territory, which is part of
the southern Red Sea, served as
the strategic potent market way for
the ancient maritime traders of the
world.

The most ancient evolution
of sea craft took place in four
geographical centers, which have
a largely parallel history. These are

The ancient shipwreck of Assarca,
which is the first partially excavated
discovery along the Eritrean coast,
presents a base for further ancient

archaeological seafaring study
in this yet unexplored region.
The discovery of a shipwreck of
some 15 centuries ago just below
4-6 meters is the first evidence
for the Eritrean grand potential
of underwater archaeology. With
proper research, the discovery of
a shipwreck at Assarca Island will
provide tremendous evidence of the
sea borne ancient civilized kingdom
of the world in general as well as
that of the Horn in particular. The
survey and partial excavation of
the ancient shipwreck of Assarca
was conducted by the Nautical
Archaeology of Texas A&M
University in collaboration with
the Eritrean Diving Center and the
Ministry of Marine Resources in
1995 and 1997 under the supervision
of Ralph K. Pedersen. According to
the excavation report, the amphora
excavated from the wreck has close
parallels from at least two sites in
Eritrea: Adulis and Matara, Aksum
in Ethiopia, Elephntine Island in
Egypt and the shipwreck at Iskandi
Burnu in Turkey. Various examples
have also been found around the
Mediterranean Sea. Thus, the
wreck at Assarca Island is a unique
find and from the evidence of the
archaeological finds, the wreck
appears to date from the 4th to the
7th century AD. The discovery of
a shipwreck at Assarca island that
dates back between the 4th and
7th century in only six meters,
therefore holds a great potential
for our understanding of the Red
Sea maritime seafaring in the late
antiquity.
Similarly, in the advent of the
colonial period, the Eritrean coastal

area was the main entrance seaway
for the various colonial powers.
Thus, it is undeniable to consider
that traces of the commercial
activities are preserved along the
coastal and marine areas. The
Ministry of Marine Resources in
collaboration with the Eritrean
Diving Center and foreign
nationals has been exploring and
surveying the coastal and marine
areas around the port of Massawa
since 1997. As shipwrecks quickly
become artificial reefs, they are the
best place to find aquatic life. Thus,
shipwrecks were the special target
of the survey not only for better
understanding of the location and
distribution of marine fish but also
as elegant sites of research and
recreational diving. Even though,
the survey focused on the wrecks
as a source of aquatic life rather
than cultural remains, it provided
a rough sketch for future marine
archaeology research.
The survey done in 1997 resulted
in the identification of about fifty
shipwrecks. From the survey, we
can understand that the majority
of the wrecks are located around
Massawa Port, Gubber Mus Meffit
north of Dahlak Kebir, Nacura
Channel, Hrigigo Bay and Marsa
Gulbub. The name of eleven
shipwrecks identified out of the
fifty registered wrecks include
Boleslaw, Krzywoutsy, Sambuk,
Krefeld, Adua, Urania, Nazario,
Prometeo, Guiseppe Mazzini,
Capitano Bottengo, Panaria and
Josephina. In addition, it was
possible to identify twenty types of
vessels, five cargoes, three landing
crafts, one service, four passenger

A column prepared in collaboration with the Eritrea’s culture and sports commission

Eritrea has faced a number of
successive colonizers since the
15th century. Although some of
their cultural influence is still alive
in the port of Massawa and Dahlak
Islands, there is yet undiscovered
colonial culture under the Eritrean
Sea. Eritrea, which occupies
significant part of the western shore
of the Red Sea, is also recognized
for its position amid the events that
led to the sinking of colonial ships
in World War II in the Red Sea.
The Italians fled southwards to the
highlands of Eritrea and Ethiopia
in the 1940 as the British advanced
to invade Eritrea during World War
II. The British swept forward into
Asmara and looked down from its
mountain plateau into the coastal
areas of Massawa. In the three
harbors of Massawa and in its offlying islands lay a fleet of some
forty vessels that included German
and Italian passenger and warships.
In addition, in the northern harbor
there were two irreplaceable
floating steel dry docks. A
tornado of explosions swept their
waterlines, blew out the sides and
bottoms of the ships by dozens.
The priceless floating dry docks
received a special attention and
fourteen heavy bombs planted in
them to insure not only their sinking
but also their total destruction.
From the archaeological and
historical perspective, such a mass
of shipwrecks has an enormous
impact in reconstructing the
political and socio-economic
aspects of the colonial period.
These wrecks are of different
category for various purposes and
have unparalleled and significant
cultural history. Thus, with accurate
preservation and research methods,
the wrecks will provide crucial
evidence in the reconstruction of
the colonial history. In this respect,
the presence of a mass of colonial
shipwrecks will play a major role in
reconstructing the colonial cultural
influences and trade relations with
different parts of the world.
Furthermore, in the 1990-1991,

continued on page 7
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Sawa: A Place of Restoration, Centre
of Patriotism and Education
Simon weldemichael
Starting from 1994, it’s been a
tradition for the Eritrean youth to
devote one year to Sawa to complete
their high school education and to
attend military training. The purpose
of this national tradition is to connect
the Eritrean youths to their history
and to make them realize and accept
certain roles, and duties. Thus, the
academic, military and political
education carried out in Sawa is
one form of political socialization,
which helps the youth stand behind
the national goals of Eritrea. Sawa
as an institution teaches not only
rights and duties but also a sense of
tradition, community, and identity.
Sawa fosters national consolidation,
encourages patriotism and promotes
national values. Thus, we can safely
argue that the aim is to strengthen
national identity and to nurture
youth. It provides the youth with
knowledge, skills, and the value of
tolerance and preparesthem to take
active roles in the social, political,
cultural and economic sectors of the
country.
After independence, Sawa has
played a great role in the patriotic
upbringing of Eritrean youth.
Patriotism can be defined as love
and loyalty to one’s homeland, a
determination to serve its interests,
as well as readiness to protect the
country up to the point of selfsacrifice. Patriotism as a concept is
not new to Eritrean culture. Sawa
education is expected to develop
responsible citizenship. It is
associated with the building of a just
and prosperous state and patriotic
education aimed at consolidating the
nation, strengthening the state, and
bringing up a citizenry that is aware
of its responsibilities and duty to the
country.
Patriotic upbringing in postindependence Eritrea was initially

aimed at raising the cultural and
consciousness level of the Eritrean
youth and preparing young males
and females to develop and defend
their country and also to restore
and inherit the revolutionary values
that made Eritrea independent. In
addition to regular academic life the
basic means for fulfilling these aims
include military training, political
education and various extracurricular
activities.
Eritrean patriotism demonstrates
love for the country and pride
in the national achievements in
various areas. Eritrean patriotism is
tolerant because it shows respect to
other people’s attachment to their
homeland. Eritrean patriotism is not
of ignorance and irrationality. It is
about engagements in everyday life,
kindness and helpfulness for people
and hard work to be useful to others.
No one is born with love of his/her
country. Patriotism and nationalism
is something which has to be taught
and acquired through learning. The
aim of Sawa, among many things,
is to teach the young to respect
their national laws, institutions and
to promote unity and harmony of
Eritrean people. Above all it teaches
tolerance and hence rather than
spreading blind or uncritical form
of patriotism it instilled constructive
patriotism. In the last 24 years of
its existence, Sawa has produced
thousands of young patriots in
education, innovation, social change,
medicine, engineering, art and
other professions. Young Eritreans
who have gone through Sawa
have expressed their love for the
country through active engagement
in various development projects.
The sons and daughters of Sawa
have proved themselves to be the
backbone of the country by serving
in civil and military duties.
Sawa, as a national institution,

has made unprecedented efforts
to preserve national sovereignty,
consolidate Eritrean national identity,
ensure social harmony and political
stability and facilitate nationbuilding projects. It instills the best
national practices and ideas and
helps to appreciate and understand
cultural diversity. National identity
may be defined in different ways,
including: ‘bonds of solidarity
among members of communities’.
In this case Sawa served as a melting
pot where Eritreans from all parts
of the country joined regardless
of their differences and together
experienced the same things. It has
been said that in Eritrea, the struggle
for independence was a political
melting pot. So, the creation of
Sawa is the continuation of the
cultural, social and political process
of nation building that started during
the armed struggle. President Issaias
Afewerki speaking, about Sawa, said
“As an idea, Sawa did not emerge
because we anticipated wars or other
hostilities. On the contrary, it came
as a continuation of the political
process on the basis of which Eritrea
was built throughout the armed
struggle.” Sawa prepared Eritreans
to undertake their national service
of defending and constructing the
country. Sawa is a place where the
“imagined communities” become
acquainted communities through
a shared interactive sense of “weness” based on knowledge, affection
and actions that motivate people to
act together.
The objectives of Sawa education
can be summarized as the inculcation
of discipline, raising of the moral
tone, development of self-confidence
and sense of responsibility, and the
development of common ties among
the youth. After independence no
other single institution in Eritrea can
claim a greater impact than Sawa in
strengthening national unity.

Sawa teaches young male and
female to give service and respect to
the people, to be useful members of
the society, to live according to the
moral values of the society and to
be law-abiding citizens. From my
personal experience I learned all
these values in Sawa. As Eritreans,
we are born into the nation-state of
Eritrea. We have no choice but to be
brave citizens standing to defend our
rights.

collaboration with certain defeatist
elements, targeting Sawa as their
foremost propaganda item have
labeled it as a military camp. But it is
in fact, a school that provides mental
and physical fitness to the Eritrean
youth. Whoever denies this fact,
as President Issaias Afewerki once
said, has the right to say whatever
he/she wants. But, for us, Sawa is
the reincarnation and continuation
of nation building.

In Eritrea, every able individual
expresses citizenship as Eritrean
through the new ritual of fulfilling
national obligation of going to
Sawa. Sawa has now become one
of the most enthusiastically visited
places by Eritrean young boys and
girls. In Sawa the chains of history
are connected, intergenerational
solidarity enhanced, and the
responsibility to uphold the cause of
our martyrs renewed. As a free and
confident country Eritrea is not just
an area of land, of mountains, rivers,
and sea, but it is a principle and
going to Sawa is understood by the
youth as a manifestation of loyalty
to that principle.

The choice of Sawa as a centre
of Eritrean youth who have come
together for academic, vocational,
political and military training is
historically appropriate. The first
Eritrean martyr, Abdu Mohammed
Faid fell and was buried in Sawa
and his final resting place is near the
school building 02.Abdu Mohammed
Faid was one of the pioneers of
the Eritrean revolution and a hero
honoured and remembered. It isalso
believedthat at different times, the
ELF and EPLF have used Sawa as
a safe training place. Thus, Sawa
has sufficent story of the past and
contribution of the present that
makes it as important as Nakfa and
other historical sites of Eritrea.

For years our enemies, in

Sawa is the stronghold of Eritreans
and a shelter when the blast of the
terrible ones is stormed against us.
The candidates of Sawa cover the
land, sea and sky of Eritrea with
their pinions and under their wings,
Eritrea will continue to march
forward safely. Their education,
determination and patriotism will
continue to become reliable shield
and armour for ever. Sawa is a place
of restoration of our old tradition
and a place of education for the
modernization of new Eritrea.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Bisha Mining Share Company is inviting applicants for the following
position for Bisha site project.
Position: Transport officer
Department: Employee Services
Section: HR-Transportation
Number required: 01
Duration: Indefinite
Primary purpose
•
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Supervises the drivers to ensure that day to day activities are executed
as per the approved schedule.

Supervision
o Ensure feedback on performance of Transportation staff.
o Guide and assist individuals to ensure positive performance.

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS
Qualifications:
Diploma in Management or related field
Valid 3 Grade Driver’s license
Knowledge and Experience:
3 Years Transportation experience
Driving skills
Knowledge and experience in mechanics will be an advantage

Main Functions
•

Administrative
o Develop criteria of the application and instruction procedure
manual, contractors for transportation programmes.
o Implement and supervise the driving staff for the scheduled
specified routes.
o Monitor the pick-up and delivery of staff as per set route and
schedule.

Technical Skills

Implementation skills

Behavioural
Skills
Communication
(English and
local language)
Supervisory skill

Contractual knowledge

Presentable

Knowledge of the safety policies and procedures

Interpersonal
Relations

Computer Literacy (MS Office – Intermediate –
Specific MS Word)

o Report to Supervisor on behaviour and discipline of the bus
drivers and contractors.
o Assist in analysing Transport Supervisor in expenditure and
other financial information.
o Assist the Transport Supervisor in developing policies,
procedures and processes for Transportation.
o Submit the reports for the Transport and expenditure on a
weekly basis to the Transport Supervisor.
o Maintain the direct activity of staff performing repair and
maintenance of equipment vehicle and facilities.
o Dispatch roster and airport bus as per schedule.
o Record and keep passenger and accident reports.
o Follow-up on bus maintenance schedule in accordance to
drivers and garage planners.
o To undertake any other tasks as directed by the line manager
(Transport Supervisor).
•

Safety
o Ensure the compliance to safety standards in Transportation
functions.
o Ensure maintenance of vehicles in good running condition for
long trips.
o Responsible to ensure that vehicles and storage area are secured
at the end of the work day.
o Ensure that maintenance check is done.

General Information and other requirements:
Place of Work:
Salary: 		

Bisha.
As

per

Company

salary

scale.

Additional requirement for Nationals:
Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and provide
evidence of release paper from the Ministry of Defense.
Present clearance paper from current/last employer.
Testimonial documents to be attached (CV, work experience
credentials, a copy of your National Identity Card etc.).
Only shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential
candidates for an interview.
Application documents will not be returned to sender.
All applications should be sent through the post office.
Deadline
for
application:
10
days
from
the
day
of
publication
in
the
Newspaper.
		

 Address: Please mail your applications to;
Bisha Mining Share Company,
P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea
 Note to Non - Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to
Aliens Employment Permits Affairs,
P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.

A glimpse into historical . . .
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continued from page 4

there was a heavy battle between the Eritrean
fighters and Ethiopian armed forces both on
land and sea culminating in several wrecks.
During this time the Nakura Island was the
main military base for the Soviet Union and
the Derge regime. Numerous jets, warships,
dry docks, armaments, tanks, airplanes and
different vehicles attest to this phenomenon.
When the EPLF fighters attacked and fully
controlled the islands along the Red Sea coast
and the port of Massawa, they destroyed
several military ships and some of the mass of
ships and armaments were also intentionally
wrecked by the Dergue regime in order for
the vessels not to fall in the hands of EPLF
fighters. These wrecks bear testimony to the
major battlefields fought in the Sea on the
eve of the independence of Eritrea early in
1990.
Historically, wrecks are attractive to
maritime archaeologists because they
preserve historic information focused on
seafaring, warfare, historic events like

continued from page 8
Let’s talk about Geez speech to text
converter and its accuracy?
The Geez to text converter converts spoken
words into text form. It is a prototype and is
not yet deployed. The difficult task is the
dialect issue. It accurately converts common
pronunciations that are available in all Tigrinya
dialects.
At this point, the expectation is to be mostly
used by people with disabilities, particularly
visually impaired people and others, who are
not able to write. If the application is able
to recognize 80% of the spoken word, it is
alleviating a huge burden. At this moment it is
not 100% accurate.
The ongoing project is to prepare it in the form
of mobile application. Since it will be portable,
it will be easy to convert audios recorded via
mobile voice recorder into text. So far, this
application has the ability to convert Tigrinya
speech and any language that uses geez dialect
into written form. There is also a possibility to
make this application a personal assistant. It
will enable users give voice commands. The
possibility of making it a personal assistant
is high though it requires extensive efforts to
make it a reality.
Other works?
“Bio puzzle” and “online test” platforms are
some to mention. The design of the “online test”
is similar to websites. It is not yet deployed in a
website form though. Schools create categories
and prepare questions. Students take exams
using their accounts. It is a general purpose
online test. It accepts any set of questions.
www.kendel.com is a domain that is
dedicated to artists. Its primary aim is to create
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battlefields, colonization, environmental
change and inter-state trade connections and
relations. From the archaeological point of
view shipwrecks are essentially a snapshot
of the past, capturing a moment in history
without contamination from subsequent
generations of inhabitants mingling with
picture as in terrestrial sites. As a special
kind of archaeological site that has compared
to time capsules, a shipwreck is essentially
an unread book.
Shipwrecks have been subjected to national
and international laws for hundreds of years.
In recent years, however, many countries have
enacted cultural heritage legislation for the
protection of shipwrecks and other cultural
remains in their internal waters and territorial
seas. Thus, at national and international
level, the most effective mechanism in the
protection of maritime archaeological sites
is the legislation and proclamation of laws
and regulations. It is important to protect
underwater or maritime cultural heritage
from pillaging and looting through national

laws and regulations. Internationally, they
may be protected by the state ratifying the
UNESCO Convention of 2001 on protection
of underwater cultural heritage. Moreover,
it is advisable to find out protected areas,
which are believed to be archaeologically
significant. In Eritrea, the government has
already enacted the protection of our heritage
in the national charter of 1994, opened
two museums after independence for the
conservation of national heritage as a whole
and officially proclaimed cultural and natural
heritage laws in 2015.
Generally, shipwrecks have multiple
values and uses that must be taken into
consideration for management purposes. If a
wreck appears to be historically significant, it
possesses exceptional value commemorating
the history of a nation. Shipwrecks are
essentially a snapshot of the past, capturing a
monument in history without contamination
from subsequent generations. Therefore,
they are the center for research and practical
education platforms. They are principal profit
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making and enjoyment venues for diving,
salvaging, fishing, production of movies and
publishing of books. They are also associated
with habitat areas and coralline formations
developed in and around the shipwreck sites.
Shipwrecks can help refine the chronology
of the past and represent the actual materials
and technology of one particular period in
a more accurate manner when compared to
evidence from terrestrial sites.
In conclusion, Eritrea is located in one of
the main geographical areas of the world,
where the most ancient evolution of sea craft
took place. Due to its strategic position, it has
a grand potential for exploring and studying
underwater cultural heritage. The coastal
heritage of Eritrea is believed to be among
the world’s recognized regions owing to its
natural and cultural resources. Thus, Eritrea
faces the task of preserving and researching
its multiple underwater cultural heritage. The
preservation and study of underwater cultural
heritage of Eritrea is, therefore, vital in the
national development campaign.

Y oung programmer . . .
a venue where poets, writers and photographers
post their works. This website is mainly trying
to familiarize artists with the public. Any
interested artist can write their biographies and
are granted a page to share their products.
“Shamboko puzzles” is also another small
mobile application. A set of games are included
in one package.
Feedback from the public?
Generally, there is good feedback from the
public. The educational applications are the
most accepted. Mesob Kutsri and Bio Puzzle
have gained reputation. What this tells us
is that our people are interested more in the
educational and entertainment programs. All of
Mesob Kutsiri CDs we displayed in the Youth
Festival held in 2014 in Sawa were totally sold.
A number of people shared views saying that
this software needs to be made available in
other local languages.
Setarit Financial Software Package is also
gaining reputation. Small scale business firms
have been using this application for their
financial transactions. We have been upgrading
the versions as per the recommendations of
users.
Natna was also gaining wider acclaim. VOA
gave coverage to this application. A number of
people recommended that this operating system
needs to be developed to a higher level.
Your future plans?
The general trend is towards Artificial
Intelligence (AI). The overall goal is to enable
geez speech to text converter program learn
the dialects by itself rather than feeding it now
and then. Upgrading the already developed
programs into artificial intelligence is part of

the future plan. Mesob Kutsri is being developed in that way.
Some mobile applications are also being developed. Habesha recipes, Habesha puzzles and

Habesha Jocks will be sustainably developed. I generally call them Habesha series.
Thank you!!!

Eritrea Profile, Wednesday, August 8, 2018

8

Vol 25 No 46

Young programmer in pursuit of solutions
Kesete Ghebrihiwet

As a student he was interested in information technology. He began software development when he was 9th grader. His passion
for the development of desktop and mobile applications has been a driving force in what he has accomplished so far. He plans
to achieve more and more in computer engineering and particularly in artificial intelligence. He, along with students in his
department, developed “Natna Operating System”- a windows platform in Eritrean Language. Eng. Sham Mesfn studied computer
engineering at Eritrea Institute of Technology and graduated in 2016. “Natna” is a Tigrinya word translated as “Ours”. Mesob
Kutsri (mathematical operations for primary school) and Setarit Financial Software Package are among his products. Eritrea
Profile conducted a brief interview with Eng. Sham regarding his work. An excerpt of the interview follows:

Tell us a bit about your
educational background?
My passion for software
development began when I was
a secondary school student. I
managed to produce two educational
desktop applications related to the
subject matters we were studying
in biology, chemistry and the third
was for English. The projects were
displayed at 2008 in the national
festival at the Expo grounds. These
works introduced me to the public.
Later, I went to Sawa to pursue my
12th grade studies. In the secondary
school matriculation exam I scored
full four mark. I then joined Eritrea
Institute of Technology to study
computer engineering.
Applications you developed?
Some are desktop applications for
windows and Mac. The operating
system we developed as part of
our senior project at the college is
platform independent. There are
mobile and desktop applications
already released and others are being
developed.
I am very keen to know about
“Natna Operating System”?
Natna Operating system is a senior
project for our Computer Engineering
studies. I developed this operating
system along with five students in
my department. The driving force
for the development of this software
was that almost all operating systems
we use in the country are in English.
Thus, we took an initiative to prepare
it in Eritrean language.
This operating System was
designed to help people in rural
areas and any individual who is not
familiar with the English language.
Kids who have not yet studied
English are also beneficiaries. This

operating system has Tigrinya and
English options. It lets users select
any of the two interfaces.
The name for the overall project
was Eritrean Languages Operating
System (ELOS). Natna is the first
version. We also have a plan to
prepare it in Tigre and Arabic. The
general plan is to include all Eritrean
languages.
This operating system is a
platform. Other applications that
would be prepared by Eritrean
developers in local languages will
have a chance to be included within
one platform. For instance, Tigrinya
word processer could be integrated
within the package.
Compatibility and hardware
requirements for the programs
you produced?
Natna Operating System is low
cost and low energy software.
The ultimate goal is to revive all
computers that are now outdated.
Computers of the 1980s and 1990s
will be functional with this very
operating system. This operating
system can be installed or it runs
from flash disks and SD cards. If
the computer’s hard disk runs out of
space, it runs from the flash disk.
The Operating System is only 650
Mb in size. It requires a 128 Mb of
RAM and only 1.4 GHZ of processor
speed. It works with all computers
that range from Pentium one.
What about educational and
entertainment applications?
“Mesob Kutsri” is a desktop
application designed to facilitate
mathematical operations for primary
school. This application helps
students learn numbers and basic
mathematical operations step by step

in a very simple way. The courses
in their classes are simulated in the
software as per the level of their
studies. I developed this software
with Mr. Yakob Merhawi, who is a
teacher by profession. I was engaged
more in software related tasks while
Yakob’s contribution was in the
educational content.
We also developed another
application known as “Tigrinya for
grade one.” These applications are
prepared in compact disk (CD) and
are available for sale at stationeries.
These two applications were
awarded in the National Festival
back in 2014.
I am more inclined to the
development
of
educational
applications. Assisting students in
their studies by deploying relevant
educational materials has been the
main objective. For each desktop
application, I have been releasing,
free of charge, mobile applications
for promotional purpose.
Mesob Kutsri is bilingual. It
works both in Tigrinya and English.
Students can make use of the software
by creating individual accounts
which can help them understand
their personal progress. Similarly,
the “Tigrinya for grade one” enables
students create individual profiles
and asses their progress.
Others are small entertainment
applications Known as Habesha
Jocks and Habesha Cartoons that
are relevant to the Eritrean context.
These are purely entertainment
applications. The content is taken
from some local books. These
mobile applications are available
free of charge.
Programs you developed for
institutions or small scale firms?
Setarit Financial Software Package
is a desktop and mobile application

designed to facilitate financial transactions. Most small scale firms had no
program to make a record of their financial transactions. That is why, I was

interested in developing the software. Boutiques, electronic shops, groceries
and supermarkets had no mechanism of storing their financial transactions for

further reference. This software has been in use for the last five years.
Some business firms are making use of this software both in desktop

and mobile application forms. This software has made a difference in the
management of stock level, determining daily level of sales and other financial
transactions.
ontinued on page 7
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