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Leaders of Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia Hold Tripartite Meeting
and Foreign Minister Ahmed Isse
Awad of Somalia jointly said that
the Declaration on Comprehensive
Cooperation between Ethiopia,
Somalia and Eritrea took into
consideration the geography,
history, culture and religion ties as
well as vital common interest of
the peoples of the three countries.
Speaking to the national media
outlets, Presidential Advisor
Yemane Gebreab said that the
tripartite summit was a continuation
of the prevailing developments
in the region and the effort to
strengthen the vision of friendship
and cooperation in the Horn of
Africa.

President of the State of Eritrea,
Mr. Isaias Aferki, Prime Minister of
the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, and
President of the Federal Republic
of Somalia, Mr. Mohammed
Abdullahi Mohammed have
conducted tripartite summit in
Asmara on developing relations
and cooperation as well as on issues
of interest to the three countries.
Considering that the peoples

of Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia
share close geographic, historical,
cultural and religious ties with
a common interest, the leaders
discussed on the need to bolster the
historical ties to achieve the lofty
objectives and respect each other’s
independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity.
The leaders also issued joint
declaration on Comprehensive
Cooperation between Eritrea,

Ethiopia, and Somalia. The four
pillars of the joint declaration
included that the three countries
bolster comprehensive cooperation
that advances the goals of the
peoples of the three countries; build
close political, economic, social,
cultural and security ties; work in
coordination to promote regional
peace and security in addition to
establishing a Joint High-Level
Committee to coordinate the
efforts in the framework of the

Ethiopian Embassy in Asmara Re-opens

The Embassy of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia in
Asmara was officially re-opened on
06 September.
At a ceremony held at the Embassy
compound, President Isaias handed

over the key to the Embassy to Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed. The two
leaders jointly raised the Ethiopian
flag as a marching band played the
Ethiopian national anthem.
The two leaders also toured the
Embassy compound. It is to be

recalled that the Eritrean Embassy
in Addis Ababa was re-opened on 16
July 2018 with similar ceremony.
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed
returned home on 06 September
concluding a two-day official visit
in Eritrea.

joint declaration.
The joint declaration was signed
by President Isaias Afwerki, Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed and
President Mohammed Abdullahi
Mohammed.
Foreign Minister Osman Saleh
of Eritrea, Foreign Minister
Workneh Gebeyehu of Ethiopia,

Mr. Yemane went on to say that
the current development came as
a result of the heavy sacrifice the
peoples of Eritrea, Ethiopia and
Somalia have paid and effort will
be made to include Djibouti, Sudan
and South Sudan in the program.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Dr. Abiy Ahmed and President
Mohammed
Abdullahi
accompanied by President Isaias
Afwerki visited the 2018 Eritrean
National festival at the Expo
compound.

Foreign Ministers of Eritrea, Ethiopia and
Somalia Left for Djibouti
The Foreign Ministers of
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia have
travelled to Djibouti.
The joint high-level committee
is headed by Mr. Osman Saleh,
Foreign Minister
of
Eritrea,
Dr.
Workneh
Gebeyehu, Foreign
Minister of the
Federal Democratic
Republic
of
Ethiopia and the
Foreign Minister
of the Federal
Republic
of
Somalia,
Mr.
Ahmed Isse Awad.
The visit of the
joint committee is
the first initiative
of
the
HighLevel committee
established by the

three countries at the tripartite
summit and Joint Declaration
on Comprehensive Cooperation
between Ethiopia, Somalia and
Eritrea.
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“The implementation of the Joint Peace and Friendship Declaration between Eritrea and Ethiopia New
Year gift for the peoples of both countries”
good condition.

Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Cooperation Between Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea

Prime Minister Dr. Abiy
Ahmed arrived in Massawa
accompanied by President
Isaias Afewerki and visited
the port facilities and the
Ethiopian Commercial Ship
that docked in Massawa Port
after 20 years. Speaking to the
Eritrean national media outlets,
Dr. Abiy said that he was able
to observe that the Assab Port
is under maintenance in order
to provide full service and
the Massawa Port ready for
providing service.
The Prime Minister of the
Federal Republic of Ethiopia,
Dr. Abiy Ahmed, said that the
implementation of the Joint
Declaration of Peace and
Friendship signed between Eritrea
and Ethiopia is a New Year gift
for the peoples of both countries.
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy
Ahmed arrived on 5 September,
on stop over, two-day visit to
Eritrea on his way back home
from the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation Summit.
Upon arrival at the Assab
Airport, Dr. Abiy and his
delegation that comprised Dr.
Werkneh Gebeyehu, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, were accorded
warm welcome by President
Isaias Afwerki, senior government
officials and Army Commanders.
President Isaias Afwerki and
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy and his
delegation visited the Assab Port
and traveled from Assab to the
Ethiopian border town of Bure
and confirmed that the road is in

Dr. Abiy went on to say that
the beginning of the Ethiopian
Airlines regular flight coupled
with the ongoing roads renovation
to start land transportation service
will have significant contribution
in strengthening the relations
between the two countries.
Dr. Abiy also said that the
implementation of the all five
pillars of the agreement is good
news not only for the officials
of both countries that have been
engaged in the process but also
for the international community
and congratulated the peoples of
both countries.
During his stay in Eritrea, Dr.
Abiy Ahmed will hold extensive
discussion with President Isaias
on the implementation of the
agreement signed between the
two countries.

Considering that the peoples of Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea share close ties of geography, history, culture
and religion as well as vital common interests;
Respecting each other’s independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity;
Desiring to bolster their historical ties to achieve their lofty objectives;
The Governments of Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea have reached the following agreement that reflects the
aspirations of their peoples:1. The three countries shall foster comprehensive cooperation that advances the goals of their peoples.
2. The three countries shall build close political, economic, social, cultural and security ties.
3. The three countries shall work in coordination to promote regional peace and security.
4. The three governments hereby establish a Joint High-Level Committee to coordinate their efforts in the
framework of this Joint Declaration.
Done in Asmara, September 5, 2018

For the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

local news
President Mohammed Abdullahi of Somalia
Arrives for a Tripartite Meeting in Eritrea

The Commercial Ship has the
capacity of loading 12 thousand tons.
Following the peace and friendship
agreement signed between the two
countries, “Mekele” Commercial
Ship is the first Ethiopian Vessel to
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For the State of Eritrea
President Isaias Afwerki

For the Federal Republic of
Somalia
President Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed

President Mohammed Abdullahi
Mohammed of the Federal Republic
of Somalia has arrived in Asmara in
the evening hours on 5 September.
Upon arrival at Asmara
International Airport, President
Mohammed
Abdullahi
was
welcomed by President Isaias
Afwerki and Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed.
President
Isaias
Afwerki,
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and
President Mohammed Abdullahi

conducted tripartite discussion on
the development of relations and
cooperation in the region.
During his first official visit
to Eritrea, President Mohammed
Abdullahi
Mohammed
and
President Isaias Afwerki signed
joint declaration on brotherly
relations and comprehensive
cooperation.
President Mohammed Abdullahi
left home on 6 September
concluding a two-day visit.

dock at the Massawa port after 20
years.
Indicating that the Massawa
port has for many years been
accommodating ships of various
sizes, Mr. Dawit Mengsteab,
General Manager of the Eritrean
Ports Authority, said that persistent
effort is being made to alleviate the
shortcomings of the port and make it
competitive in the region.
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A FORETASTE OF HOPE FOR EAST AFRICA
The Leaders of Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia Join Hands in a Tripartite Pact in the Horn
Billion Temesghen
In the morning hours of the 5th
September, an Ethiopian high
delegation, led by Prime Minister
Dr. Abiy Ahmed, arrived in Assab
for a two-day visit in Eritrea, after
a thirteen-hour flight from China
where the delegation attended a
China-Africa Cooperation Summit.
Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed and his delegation
were warmly welcomed at Asaab
airport by President Isaias Afwerki,
ministers and high government
officials. The leaders then travelled
71 kilometers south east to observe
the highway that will serve as a
major artery liking the port of Assab
to Ethiopia, which has not been
functional for more than twenty
years. The highway and the port
of Assab are expected to become
fully operational in three months
following the required renovations.
The leaders had discussions on how
to boost the economies of Eritrea
and Ethiopia as well as the other
countries in the Horn of Africa. The

leaders share a vision that aims to
bring about a sustainable economic
growth in the near future which
may contribute towards regional
stability.
At 11 o’clock the party went
on to visit the beautiful, ancient
and historic port city of Massawa.
Massawa, known as the pearl of
the Red Sea, is a gateway to Africa
that promises a bright future to the
nation as its location is of paramount
importance to Africa and the world
at large.
Despite externally instigated
challenges, the Government and
People of Eritrea have continued
investing on the port city. One
such example is the Massawa
International Airport built fully
with local capacities and expenses.
With its 3.5 km long runway, it is
the biggest in the nation. Captain
Nebiat told journalists that many
airplanes can land and take off with
a one minute difference.
Prime

Minister

Dr.

Abiy,

accompanied by President Isaias
Afwerki, was received by high
officials upon his arrival in
Massawa. Then they went to the
Port of Massawa where the first
Ethiopian commercial ship on
Eritrean seas, Mekele, docked.
The ship is said to have arrived
in Massawa from Saudi Arabia
to transport Eritrea’s minerals
to China. The captain that sailed
Mekele expressed his appreciation
of the port, its location and the
collaboration of the two countries
that made the trip possible.
The Ethiopian prime minister’s
itinerary included a visit to the free
zone in Massawa, which
gave Dr. Abiy and his delegation
a chance to share Eritrea’s vision
of self-sustainable growth that
takes advantage of Massawa’s
location. Prime Minister Dr. Abiy
Ahmed said on the occasion that
peace talks and agreements alone
are not enough unless they flourish
towards economic integration.
The prime minister referred to this
peculiar moment as a ‘New Year’s
Gift’ to the Peoples of Eritrea and
Ethiopia.
The visit of the Ethiopian Prime
Minister in the two port cities of
Eritrea is a sign of the on-going
implementation of the peace and
alliance agreements between the
two countries, which began with
the resumption of regular flights
between Asmara and Addis Ababa,
the renovation of roads that is
underway and the reopening of the
Eritrean Embassy in Addis Ababa
and the Ethiopian Embassy in
Asmara. Prime Minister Dr. Abiy
said that the implementation of the
agreements is good news not only
for the officials of both countries
that have been engaged in the
process and the people but also for
the international community.
In Asmara, on the same day
in the evening, President Isaias
Afwerki and Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed headed to Asmara
International Airport to welcome
their
counterpart,
President
of the Federal Republic of
Somalia, Mohammed Abdullahi
Mohammed. In his recent visit in
Asmara, President Mohammed
and President Isaias signed a joint
declaration of four major points

of agreement on cooperation and
brotherly relations.
As it is the week of the historic
Eritrean National Festival, the
three leaders spent some time at
the Expo grounds, visiting the
exhibitions showcased by the six
regions, corporations, mining and
textile companies and handcrafts.
Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki
is known for being a keen fan of
the youth exhibitions. This year,
the honorable guests also showed
interest in the section of ‘Invention
and Renovation’ where they took
time in hearing explanations of the
inventions by Eritrean young men
and women.
After taking a taste of the biggest
festival’s zeal, the leaders headed
to the presidential palace where
they held extensive discussions
for several hours. By the end of
the evening the leaders of the three
countries –Ethiopia, Somalia and
Eritrea, signed and announced a
joint declaration of comprehensive
cooperation. They agreed to make
inclusive collaboration for the
wellbeing of their people, to join
hands politically, socially and
culturally and to promote regional
peace and stability. To help
coordinate the implementation
of this specific Joint Declaration
they have established a High Level
Committee.
The news of the tripartite
declaration was joyfully welcomed
by the people of Eritrea which
became the most talked of topic
among the public.
The following morning was
cheerful as people gathered in the
area near Cinema Croce Rossa.
Marching bands and army parade

were in order. Residents of the area
came out of their homes, mostly in
their pajamas, among which young
children with their pets. The ever
energized Eritrean mothers, in their
traditional clothes, had already
started to dance to their own
stunning traditional folk songs,
journalists were busy registering
people’s feelings and emotions and
setting their gadgets, employees of
the NUEW headquarters, EritroGerman Center and the American
Embassy were aligning alongside
the sidewalks. They all were slowly
gathering outside, to welcome
President Isaias and Prime Minsiter
Abiy as they were to officially open
the Ethiopian Embassy to Eritrea.
At 9:55 morning hours of
Thursday the 7th of September the
Ethiopian flag was waving from the
new Embassy and President Isaias
Afwerki handed the keys to his
counterpart, Dr. Abiy.
After his two-day visit, Dr. Abiy
left for Addis Ababa soon after the
official ceremony of the Ethiopian
Embassy’s reopening. President
Isaias Afwerki, ministers and high
government officials saw off Dr.
Abiy and his delegation at Asmara
International Airport, and around
midday they saw off Somalia’s
leader and his delegation.
The historic reunion of the three
leaders in the capital, Asmara,
marked the first tripartite pact on
development, cooperation and
regional stability in the Horn of
Africa.
As the leaders made their way

continued on page 6
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R ecollecting my days as a history Peer Educator
Natnael Yebio W.
When I was young I absolutely
loved my history classes. They gave
me a chance to learn how the new
world came to be, but with in my
class and circle of friends, there
was this one kid who never did.
He never liked history as a subject
but he took it anyway because
he had too. Most of the time, the
liking of subject depends more
or less on the teachers. If you like
the teacher, you like the subject as
well. So if I enjoyed history it was
probably thanks to the teachers,
who were most of the time mild
and considerate as compared to the
chemistry and math teachers.

suddenly listed among the dictators
and tyrants of this world. The
previous books from the UK had
simply dismissed him as the little
corporal and a pain in the neck.
As regards African history, Shaka
Zulu was accorded a paragraph
or two, and some ancient African
kingdoms such as Ashanti and
Songhai were mentioned in
passing. In brief, everything was
Eurocentric.
I always wondered what history
might have looked like if the world
power had emanated from Asia, for
example Japan or China as world

falls into line. What they dismissed
previously as mere accounts of wars
and conquest or the rise and fall of
nations start to make sense, because
now they can think as a historical
entity with a past, a present, and a
future.
The defeat of Xeroxes I of Persia
in 489 B.C at Thermopylae with his
slave army by a few devoted Greeks
and Spartans might seem like a little
story now given that it was quite a
long time ago, but everything within
the writing is meant to show the
reader the superiority of Europeans
over other people.
Europeans interpreted history

the American patriots were ‘race
convicts’ and in Dr. Samuel
Johnson’s words, ‘Who ought to be
thankful for anything we allow them
short of hanging,” words that might
have easily found expression in the
lips of the Derg generals regarding
our freedom fighters during the
struggle days.
Well, Dr. Samuel was made to
utter these words after witnessing
the initial weakness of the American
patriots. In its early days, only a third
of the American people defended
the idea of independence. Many
preferred to live in peace under the
union Jack.

I remember in particular a teacher
who droned about the Crusades
while half the class idiotically
slumped in collective stupor; for
they considered the science teachers
teachings solid facts supported
by proofs and logic, while the
history teachers taught half-truth
accompanied by emotion and
flawed interpretations so I can see
why my not too mild friend never
liked history.
For me, the love or possibly
obsession I had with the subject
went beyond the confinement of
school walls. Outside school, I was
constantly rummaging through
libraries and my dad’s old school
books’ collection, which led me to
find a lot of his history text books.
During my time reading these book,
the thought of who might have
written them never crossed my
mind but coming to think of it now,
why was it that in those days the
text books were full of inventors,
scientists, and conquerors with
Anglo-Saxon names? The answer I
came to conclude is simple. English
was the language of instruction,
and accordingly the textbooks
were in English and mostly from
the UK and US. So the people that
contributed the most to science,
politics, literature etc had to be
from the British isle or the US, with
the French, Italians and Germans
coming next. Rarely did I ever come
across a Russian inventor or writer,
although as I came to learn later
by reading literature from the east,
many of the world’s inventions,
starting from the bicycle to the
plane, had Russian origins! How do
you like that!
When more textbooks began to
arrive from America, Napoleon was

leaders? Well, we would now be
studying the civilization of the
Ming Dynasties along with their
philosophers and men of letters.
But, as one of my dad’s Muslim
friends told me, the word IF belongs
to Satan. And what happened has
happened.
What I came to conclude further
was that the problem was that
learning history under colonial
powers simply distorts people’s
perspective and they don’t know
where they belong. With the
passage of time, the distortion looks
right and they start to adjust their
thinking accordingly.

in their own way. It was later
on that it dawned on me that a
small but motivated defense force
could vanquish a large and servile
invasion army anywhere in the
world. Vietnam was somewhat a
repeat of Thermopylae. And the
proverbial endurance and immunity
to pain manifested by the Spartans
was to be reenacted more vividly
during the 30 year armed struggle
for the liberation of this country.

It is like the American Indians
who have all the time been said to
have been discovered in 1492 by
Columbus, and they started believing
it. Until one day someone raised his
hand and asked the teacher if it
were not rather more correct to say
that the ‘Red Indians’ discovered
the white people in 1492?

About ten years ago when I was
studying for my matriculation
exams in Sawa, I was once chosen
as a peer Educator and when I was
asked what subject I preferred to
teach, I simply chose history. Just as
my once mild teachers taught history
I embarked on to teach it the same
way. I strived to be the best history
peer educator the only way I know
how, by being a story teller. As I
call to remembrance, I am reminded
of some events in world history that
have estranged resemblance with
our history.

It is only when they became
independent as a country that they
started to appreciate their place
in history. The perspective now
becomes focused and everything

I came to see remote but parallel
resemblances among historical
events. Take, for example, the
American Revolution and our
colonial history. To the British,

When finally General Cornwallis
was defeated by the American
‘thugs’ in 1781, he couldn’t
believe what was taking place
before his very eyes. He found it
very excruciating to surrender to
a bunch of rouges who dared to
slight the British Empire and the
Crown. Like it or not, Cornwallis
was present at the formation of
a rebel state, Russia, and was
used to intimidating the weak and
the helpless. The Russians held
pogroms from time to time to make
the lives of the Jews miserable. Our
neighbors did the same to us. Some
of their leaders must have got their
inspiration inside the history classes
they attended.
At this juncture, I would like to
say that some of the examples I am
presenting at the moment might not
have carbon copy resemblance with
our history, but they are variations
on the same theme.
Now let’s come to poor Poland.
Unless you are a strong and wellprepared nation you are destined
to become an easy victim of
neighboring nations. Nations, like
dogs, have the instinct to sniff
around, and sensing weakness, try

to grab what doesn’t belong to them.
If you are weak, they don’t leave
you alone. That was the history of
Poland.
This country was literally gobbled
up by its neighbor in 1795. The
culprits were Prussia, Russia and
Austria. Can you imagine a nation
suddenly disappearing from the
map? It was gone, just like that.
Caput!
Well finally, it showed up again
after some time but the disappearing
act did not stop altogether. It was
once again overrun by Nazi Germany
in 1939. And then you have Ireland.
The British hated its guts from the
very beginning. They didn’t like its
religion, its people, its history, etc. It
was a thorn in the flesh. They killed
the native language, which was of
Celtic origin and a far cry from
Angelo-Norman and the language
of Shakespeare. They introduced
their language in schools and
government institutions. Now, only
small fractions of the Irish speak
their own language fluently. The
healing of wounds takes its own
time.
In constant discussion about
communism and revolutions with
my fellow peer educators, we came
across Mao Zedong and Chiang KaiShek. Mao was the one that captured
our imagination and we read how
he, from his base in Yari’an (Our
Sahel), led a resistance against the
Japanese and built the Red Army.
Again, a good example of a small
but determined army, taking refuge
in mountain fastnesses, politicizing
the peasantry and fighting for the
broad masses.
So, what did I get out of teaching
fellow students of the subject
such as myself? Questions more
questions! One of which was, why
so much resembles between so
many historical events. Could it be
that history does repeat itself? Well,
the conclusion I reached back in
the heyday of me being obsessed
with history was that as long as the
same rules of survival of the fittest,
naked aggressions, and injustice
and greed rule the world, we will
have frequent déjà vu’s. And as
long as the evildoers stick to their
refusal to learn from history, the
good ones will be forced to rewind
and replay the old videocassettes
of history. Dust up the old damned
VCR please! I’m not even sure if it
still works.

Eritrea Profile, Saturday, September 8, 2018

5

Vol. 25 No. 55

Why Not Urban and Peri-Urban
Horticulture in our Cities?
One of the Agricultural Extension programs presented in the 2018 Festival of Eritrea
Semir Seid
Urban Horticulture has been
a common way of keeping
compounds green. It is more than a
decade, now, since Urban and PeriUrban Horticulture (UPH) has been
popularized in Eritrea. Initially, the
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) in
collaboration with the FAO started
the project to assist the refugees who
were expelled from Ethiopia. The
plantation project focused on every
refugee’s household, so that they can
at least satisfy their nutritional needs.
People, who came through Massawa
and Assab, particularly from a place
called UmKulu, were beneficiaries
of the first initiative.
Eversince,theMoAstartedworking
on the awareness campaigns to
spread the significance of UPH in the
country. UPH, is basically growing,
processing and distributing of food
and other products through intensive
plant cultivation in and around cities.
According to FAO, small areas such
as vacant plots, gardens, verges,
balconies, containers within a city
and a compound that grow crops
for household consumption or for
sell are categorized under urban
section. The Peri-urban can be like
farm units close to town that operate
intensive, semi or fully commercial
farms that grow crops. Typical sites
for such activities in the capital city
are the neighborhoods of Godaif and
Sembel, chosen to satisfy the needs
of urban people, because the supply
in the market may not be enough

Ms. Luwam Menghis
for all the people in the city. People
practice UPH in potential sites such
as households, educational, youth
and religious centers, government
and private institutions as well as
recreation centers.
UPH can be easily practised inside
a compound using simple tools and
recycled plastic jars, car tyres, sacks
and vacant areas The easy mode of
use makes UPH favorable, enjoyable
and less-costly in cities. People who
live in apartments can adopt vertical
farming. People can grow different
produce such as lettuce, marigold,
swiss chard, ornamentals, sweet
potato, basil, rosemary, celery and
parsley, periwinkle, vine, salad and
many others. UPH can only be a
complement to the rural agriculture
or market, not a replacement.

UPH can have a significant
influence on people’s lifestyle and
the economy. It can promote food
and nutritional security when people
are fully aware of it. The benefits
associated with UPH are health
and wellbeing, environment and
financial stability and others. People
can have access to fresh fruits and
vegetables, be physically active
and, socially interactive as they
reap products and commercialize
them. It can be a source of relaxation
and enjoyment that can result in
psychological wellbeing through a
sense of achievement, independence
and empowerment. Environmentally,
promoting UPH preserves and
promotes green spaces. It reduces
greenhouse effect and increases
biodiversity in the particular area.
Moreover, practicing UPH can open
opportunities for increased awareness
about food chain pathways. It can be
a source of cheap, fresh produce and
a gateway for people to learn new
skills in horticulture.
Different types of UPH replicas
have been open for display at the
Expo ground in the past week and the
display will be available for a whole
year. Ms. Luwam Menghis, a junior
expert at a vegetable section from the
Agricultural Extension Department
of the Ministry of Agriculture
says that for a better use of UPH
the society needs to be aware and
that is why the model is displayed
for all ages, particularly children.
Eritrean society hardly practises
UPH and when it does it tends to

Some of the models presented in the festival
focus on flowers in the compounds.
According to the expert, this is due to
lack of awareness on how to use the
resources efficiently. Most people
say water is in short supply even if
they think of practicing UPH in their
backyards. However, Luwam said
that the water that we use to wash
our faces can simply be recycled
and used to water the plants. The
metaphor “minimum resources into
maximum output” applies to UPH
too with the help of technology. The
efficient use of UPH turns out to be
productive all the time. It is practised
with minimal resources and yields
better outcomes. People do not
necessarily need to have fancy vases
and containers to plant.
UPH Components include microgardening technologies, compost
production, family drip-irrigation,
mushroom and seedling production,
hydroponics, nutrition education,
aquaculture (vegetables and fish),
water harvesting and related research
work.
The reasons Urban and PeriUrban Horticulture is favorable
and accessible are because it is an
industry open to people from all kinds
of all socio-economic backgroundsstudents, housewives, professionals,
pensioners, and disabled people. UPH

is also characterized by diversity of
production, with different models
for different geography and intended
market.
Ms. Luwam says that social
awareness is what the department
will keep on working. Since UPH
can easily be adopted and practised,
people need to give attention
beyond the flowers and add color
to their daily lives. The hardest
step for people is to get started;
however, once the UPH is started the
horticultural management becomes
easy and enjoyable. The MoH, in
collaboration with FAO, has short
term plans for training of trainers
that will be given in all regions of the
country. That is expected to increase
the awareness of the public and lead
to the introduction of the Urban and
Peri- Urban Horticulture in Eritrea at
a large scale.
Urbanization is what has triggered
Urban and Peri-Urban Horticulture.
Until 2030, the population of Eritrea
living in Urban and Peri-Urban areas
is expected to grow by 2.8%. Current
agricultural endeavors in the country
have to necessarily be accompanied
with UPH. The agricultural extension
in MoA will continue to campaign
for people to accept and adopt UPH
as a means of sustaining their lives.
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EUROPEAN
DEVELOPMENT
FUND

THE STATE OF ERITREA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Expression of Interest
PROJECT: Support to the Agricultural Sector/ Food Security in Eritrea
Contract Title - Finalization of Draft Animal Health Legislation
Publication Ref. No.- EuropeAid/MOA/SUP/06/2018
The Ministry of Agriculture intends to award a service contract to Finalization of Draft Animal Health Legislation in Asmara/Eritrea with financial
assistance from the European Development Fund (EDF). The Terms of Reference (TOR) is available from:
Ministry of Agriculture
Planning and Statistics Division
Sawa Street
P.O.Box-1048
Asmara-Eritrea
Tel.+291-1-181042, Fax +291-1-181759;
Email: moaedf10@gmail.com

The deadline for submission of the Expression of Interest will be is September 5th 2018 at 9:00 AM local time. Possible additional information or
clarifications/questions shall be published on Eritrean newspapers: Haddas Eritrea & Eritrea Profile.

A FORETASTE OF HOPE . . .
continued from page 3
through the streets of the port cities and
the capital, people rushed out on the streets
to greet them and cheer the good news of
cooperation. The prospects of economic

growth in Eritrea and, furthermore, in the two
brotherly peoples of Ethiopia and Somalia
is a long awaited good news for the Eritrean
People. It is also a longstanding aspiration
of the Government of Eritrea and, indeed, a
foretaste of hope for East Africa.

SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA SIGN . . .
continued from page 8
is not just about the policy. These are
the same people living in the same
geographical environment and inseparably
connected. These people share many
common things which they can nurture
and achieve together. After the elongated
“no war no peace situation” we have come
to know that these countries should work
together for a mutual benefit. For this
reason, H.E Prime Mister Abiy Ahmed
and H.E President Issaias Afwerki have
been working tirelessly to solidify this
relationship so as to compensate for what
we have lost previously. So, this is a big
era for the two nations.
We are working on economic, political
as well as diplomatic ties. We are satisfied
with this visit. We have been to Assab and
Massawa. We have also inaugurated the
Ethiopian Embassy in Asmara during our
visit. This means a lot after twenty years.
Would you please give us an insight into

the discussion the three leaders had?
One of the main topics was to make these
three countries solidify the peace process
in the region. The world sees our region
as a war-torn area, which is true. The
discussion of the three leaders definitely
changed the game of what was yesterday
and insured the beginning of a new era.
What will the usage of the Eritrean
ports mean to Ethiopia?
Ethiopia is a country of 100 million
people and economically it is one of the
fastest growing countries. Eritrea’s ports
will add a paramount value to the Ethiopian
economy. But not only that, it will also
enhance the people to people relationship
and will create employment opportunities.
We have a lot to learn from each other as
these countries are two countries that still
need to come out of poverty. As we’re
definitely willing to do so, we can do that
by working together.

Eritrea Profile, Saturday, September 8, 2018

photo:tezaz abraha
akililu zerezgi

Vol. 25 No. 55

7

Eritrea Profile, Saturday, September 8, 2018

8

Vol. 25 No. 55

SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA SIGN A HISTORIC TRIPARTITE PACT
High Government Officials Respond to Question of What the Pact Means to Them
Billion Temesghen

President Mohammed Abdullahi, Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed participated at the tripartite summit with President Isaias Afwerki making history for the Horn of
Africa. The block’s vision is to develop relations and cooperation to the best interest of the three countries and their people. What does this pact mean? Mr. Yemane
Ghebreab, Presidential Advisor and Head of PFDJ, Somalia’s Foreign Minister, Ahmed Isse Awad, and Ethiopia’s Foreign Minister, Dr. Workneh Gebeyehu, have given
Q&A their views on the subject matter.

MR. YEMANE GHEBREAB, PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR

should be aware that these are
just the first steps towards setting
a resolute path for our region
and that we have to do so much
more in order to attain our dream
of a stable, secure and peaceful
region. What the leaders strongly
recommend is to boost the human
resource of our countries. If that
is done, they are highly convinced
that the future will be self-relied
and sturdy.
Can we refer to the summit
meeting of the three leaders as
a continuation of the agreement
signed before?
The stopover of Prime Minster
Abiy to the port cities, is surely
a continuation of the agreements
signed between Eritrea and
Ethiopia.
President
Isaias
accompanied the Prime Minister
through Assab and Massawa, as
part of the implementation of
the pillars and also an insight to
what can be done to further boost
economic relations between the
two countries as well as regional
economic integration.
For the second part, in
Asmara, the leaders of Somalia
and Ethiopia held extensive
talks with President Isaias
Afwerki agreeing on Joint
Comprehensive Cooperation. If
the three countries join hands in
benefiting from their geopolitical
and natural advantages peace and
stability will be feasible in our
region. Furthermore, for the Horn
of Africa to rejoice in harmonious
brotherly relations, the plan is for
the rest of the African countries
to be part of this intiatives.
Therefore, the longstanding vision
and desire of the Government and
People Eritrea, which have been
facing continuous challenges, is
finally becoming a reality. People

How will the joint agreement
between Eritrea, Somalia and
Ethiopia be implemented in the
fastest way possible?
Just when you look at how
the people of the three countries
have received the news you can
easily understand that this is of
paramount importance to the
people. Therefore, it will be a
long journey that our people
will prosper in. Somalia had its
challenges and that this new bid
will be of hope to our brothers and
sisters in Somalia. Ethiopia had
its challenges too, and as for us,
we’re past the “no war no peace”
situation. Therefore, this bears
hope for the three countries. What
we always call for is work; hard
work. We’ll need to work hard,
all of us together. Those who
value the good that’ll be delivered
through the agreement will be
delighted in the new path for the
Horn of Africa. Those who don’t,
might try to mock and ridicule us;
this shouldn’t startle us. We shall
never forget how we got here. It
was not easy then, and it won’t
be any easier now. Certainly, not
when we agree to join hands to
march on an abounding path for
the security and growth of our
region. We should stay strong in
our shared vision. This is about
peoples who ardently await peace
for the region. I wish us all a good
beginning.

SOMALIA’S FOREIGN MISTER AHMED ISSE AWAD
What is your opinion of
Eritrea’s policy on regarding
regional stability?
It is a promising policy. It
is one the region needed and I
think it was long overdue. I am
grateful that we have visionary
leaders like the president of
Eritrea, H.E., President Issias
Afwerki, Ethiopia’s P.M., Dr.
Abiy Ahmed, and President of
the Federal Republic of Somalia,
Mr.
Mohammed Abdullahi
Mohammed. The three leaders
signed an agreement during
the visit which will contribute
to the transformation of our
region. Our people already
share common culture, religion
and many more traits. All the
people needed was political and
economic integration; a people
to people relation for peace and
stabilization in the region. That
is what the three leaders have
promised us and in the future we
would love to include the rest of
the countries in the horn of Africa.
We appreciate Eritrea’s role in
this regional peace process.
What will the coming together
of the three countries mean to

the people of Somalia?
It means peace, stability,
progress in the region. To the
people, this means a reconnection
with their brotherly people in
Africa. Previously, the people
had difficulties in contacting
easily for years. Now, is the time
in which the world is coming
together; regions are building
their blocks. Therefore, it is
about time, now, for our region to
seize the moment for a future of
prosperity.
Would you please tell us about
the discussion the leaders had?
It was a friendly discussion. It
looks like the three leaders have
developed affinity and friendship
at personal and political level.
They have signed on four points;
connecting people, establishing
political, cultural and economic
fronts. The three countries are
to work on bringing the other
African countries together for
peace and stability, and to form
a joint high level committee to
ensure the implementation of
what has been agreed on. I think
we are moving towards a bright

future.
How would you describe the
friendship between the Somali
people and the Eritrean people?
And, what do you see in the
future of Eritrea and Somalia?
People of Eritrea and Somalia
have brotherly relationship that
goes back many years. Abroad,
Eritreans and Somalis interact
as one family. They stand up for
and care about each other. As for
the future of the two nations, the
leaders have opened the way for
us, and it is up to us, up to the
people, to jointly and amicably
walk the path.

ETHIOPIA’S FOREIGN MINISTER, DR. WERKINEH GEBEYU
Do you see a possible future
integration in the whole of Horn
of Africa?
The two leaders share a vision
of integration not only for the
two countries, but also, for other
African counties in the region
and beyond. The vision is for
African countries to unite under
the same umbrella based upon the
nations’ interest. We all will work
together. For sure the countries of
the Horn of Africa have common
economic interest which will

journey to economic and political
integration.
What is your opinion on
Eritrea’s longstanding foreign
policy towards strengthening
the unity within countries of the
Horn Africa?
First of all, I would like to
underline that the relationship
between Ethiopia and Eritrea
definitely demand a steadfast

continued on page 6

