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Eritrea Festival 2017 Set for August 18-20
Eritrea Festival 2017 would be
conducted at the Expo grounds here
in the capital from 18 to 20 August.
The festival would highlight
Eritrean values and identity under
the theme “Our Heritage Testimony
to Our Identity”, stated Mr. Tesfai
Berhe, Head of the Office of the
National Holidays Coordinating
Committee.
He explained that the festival
would be conducted for 3
consecutive days and feature
different programs, including
pictorial exhibition depicting the
beauty and architecture of Asmara
City in addition to artistic and
cultural performances, bazaar
show, performances by youth
cultural troupe, educational and

entertainment programs as well
as children’s pavilion featuring
modern technology. In addition, the
Crops and Livestock Corporation
would display its products and
that service-rendering institutions
and transportation establishments
would provide services to the
public.
As regards the shortened period
of the festival, Mr. Tesfai said
that plans have been drawn up to
conduct researches, analysis and
workshops in a bid to advance the
regular programs of the festival
that was featured over the past 20
years.
Noting that Eritrea Festival is a
forum that depicts the beauty and

The residents of Keren sub-zone have undertaken extensive soil and
water conservation activities with a view to stabilizing the environment.
They explained that the popular campaign is an integral part of the
development drive in the region.
Mr. Bereket Woldemicahel, Head of the Agriculture Ministry’s branch
in the sub-zone, indicated that the residents have already constructed
10,000 metres of terraces and over 150- cube metres of water diversion
schemes. Reports indicated that more than 900 residents are daily
participating in the popular campaign.
diversity of the Eritrean people thus
instilling national societal values to
generations, Mr. Tesfai called on
the general public to observe the
event in a colorful manner.

National Malaria Prevention
Week that was underway at
national level in the Central region
concluded on August 6 in an event
held in Serejeka.

He further indicated that malaria
test was conducted on 8,000 pregnant
women during 2013 and 2015 and
that a total of 40,000 anti-malaria
bed nets were also distributed in
a bid to prevent the prevalence of
the disease. In addition, over 42
thousand impregnated bed nets are

Contribution
to Martyrs
Trust Fund
The Office of the Eritrean General
Consulate in Milan, Italy, reported
that Eritrean nationals residing in
the city have contributed a total of
28 thousand Euros to augment the
Martyrs Trust Fund.
The nationals made the
contribution during the observance
of Martyrs day.
Likewise, Eritrean nationals
residing in Bologna city have
contributed a total of 5,236 Euro
for same purpose.

NEWS BRIEF
Keren: Soil and Water
Conservation campaign

Central Region: National Malaria Prevention Week

Mr. Meles Gebreyesus, Head of
Malaria Prevention in the Central
region, said that according to the
research conducted in 17 villages
the prevalence of malaria has
significantly been reduced to 4%.
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Meanwhile, Secondary School students in the sub-zone have been
undertaken soil and water conservation activities and the planting of tree
seedlings as part of the Student Summer Work Program.

Assessment meeting
on sports participation
An assessment meeting on the participation of the students in the
Southern Red Sea region at the national sports week held in Asmara
from 8 to 14 July was conducted in the port city of Assab.
According to the report presented, 148 students and 10 coaches from
all the schools in the region participated in 10 sports categories.
The head of the Ministry of Education branch in the region, Mr. Idris
Ali called for conducting regular schools sports competitions with a
view to reinforce the competitiveness of students.

being distributed in continuation of
efforts to control new infections.
Dr. Solomon Tesfai, director
of the Health Ministry’s branch

in the Central region, stated
that sustainable environmental
sanitation programs have been
conducted as part of the overall
malaria prevention endeavors.

Legendary Artist Al-Amin Abduletif Passes Away
Legendary Artist Al-Amin Abduletif passed
away on August 7 at the age of 78.
In the early 1960s, Artist Al-Amin worked
with various musical groups, including Mahber
M’Mhyash Hagerawi Lmdi (MAMAHL) and
Asmara Theatre Association among others.
Legendary Artist Al-Amin has produced a
number of patriotic songs exposing the subtle
ploys of colonial powers besides revolutionary
songs in Tigrinya and Tigre languages during
the struggle for independence. The late artist became member of Haraka
and later joined the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) in 1974.
Artist Al-Amin who returned from exile to the homeland in the postindependence period made due contribution thorough his musical activities in
national development programs and safeguarding the nation’s sovereignty.
Artist Al-Amin is survived by his wife and three children.
The funeral service of the late artist Al-Amin Abduletif was conducted at
Asmara Patriots Cemetery yesterday.
Expressing deep sorrow on the passing away of the legendary artist, the
Office of PFDJ Cultural Affairs expresses condolence to family members
and fans.

Mr. Humed Ali, D.G. of Social Services in the region, on his part
expressed readiness to support the students become competitive at the
national cultural and sports competitions.
Material and financial awards by the Ministry of Education and
Commission of Culture and Sports branches were handed over to the
participants at the national sports week.

Veteran Fighter Habte Abraha Passes Away
Veteran fighter Habte Abraha,
member of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, who has been
under medical treatment inside the
country and abroad passed away
on August 6 at the age of 69.
The late veteran fighter Habte
Abraha joined the People’s Front
in 1975 and served his people and
country with dedication in different
capacities in the pre-independence
period and as Director General in
the Foreign Ministry during the
post-independence period.
The funeral service of the late veteran fighter was conducted
yesterday at Asmara Patriots Cemetery. The late veteran fighter is
survived by his wife and 3 children.
Expressing deep sorrow on the passing away of veteran fighter
Habte Abraha, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs expresses condolence
to family members and friends.

Eritrea Profile, Wednesday, August 9, 2017

2

Vol. 24 No.46

Estabilishing Self Sufficient Disabiled
Veteran Families
Semhar Mebrahtu
In the history of social
development, the disabled were not
regarded as integral part of society.
However, in the contemporary
world, paying due attention to
the plight of disabled persons is
noticeable. Even then, the disabled
still face a number of barriers like
job discrimination and being seen
on as mere consumers who do
not make any contribution in the
process of production. The Eritrean
National War-Disabled Veteran
Association (ENWVA) is making
a lot of efforts to increase the
society’s awareness and eradicate
these negative perceptions from
our society.
ENWVA is an independent and
nongovernmental
association
th
founded on 17 October 19993
to ensure means of sustaining
the future life of the war disabled
veterans. The association and
full backs of the government as
well as full acceptance of the
disabled fighters. The mission of
the association was to rehabilitate
and reintegrate the war disabled
veterans in to society after being
away for a long time, to make the
war disabled veterans productive
citizens and play a big role in
the national reconstruction and
development by educating and
training them and to help them to
participate in different activities and
take their shares from the resources
of the nation like any non-disabled
citizen, as well as to support them
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in their efforts to be self-sufficient
and stop dependency.
The association has operates by
consensus management through
open information exchange in order
to plan and monitor the ongoing
activities, and to raise issues and
resolve problems.
Providing
members
with
vocational skills is one of the
fundamental steps taken before
such members can be assisted
to either start their own small
enterprises or to form cooperative
ventures. Vocational trainings
like computer, art, tailoring,
driving,
pottery,
plumbing,
building constructions, business
management and bookkeeping and
bee keeping. So far, 4749 disabled
veterans took different kinds of
vocational training.
Enhancing job opportunities and
job creation for members is another
strategy of the association in
which reintegration of the disabled
fighters in to society involves,
among other things, ensuring that
jobs are made available to them.

Income generating activities like
bakery, grinding mill, metal and
woodwork shop, fuel station, bee
keeping, animal drawn cart, cargo
tricycle, goal breeding, horticulture
and animal husbandry are the
main activities of the association.
The association found out that
microcredit is the best way to
stabilize the disabled veterans. The
micro finance supports ventures in
agriculture, trade (micro business,
vendors etc.), service (bike repair,
shoe shine etc.) and tailoring. The
association gave micro finance
for 3616 disabled veterans which
amounts to 26,170,000.00 nakfa
from the year 2007 up to 2015.
The association focuses on
financial management and controls
by creating a financial system that
will sustain it in to the future.
The
association
provides
various services to the disabled
veterans to help them around
more easily. It gives them motor
cycle, wheel chairs, and crutches.
The association has provided
about 290 motor cycles, 6 mini
buses, thousands of wheel chairs,
crutches, walking aids and hearing
aids.It also gives different kinds
of medical services, and 70% of
the medical bills are covered by
the association. If a patient has to
go abroad for medication, 50% is
covered by the association.
ENWVA has internal and
external relations. It has a strong
relationship with government,
Haben Trust and its subsidiaries,
international bilateral- and multi-

lateral donors and NGOs as well as
with the Eritrean public (especially
Eritreans in the diaspora) and the
private sector. The association
has been active in organizing war
disabled Eritreans who live abroad;
and has succeeded to create branch
associations in Sweden, Norway,
Kuwait , Holland, Denmark,
Germany , Italy, and the USA.
The association holds meetings,
seminars and workshops with these
associations in order to ensure its
projects success.
The association held a meeting at
Ala- Gaden sub zone of Dekemhare
on 1st august, which focused on
exchanging experiences with
the Diaspora associations. The
meeting was attended by heads,
representatives and members of the
association from Oakland, North
America, Stockholm and Yotobori
of Sweden and Holland.
The associations played a big
role in enhancing the projects
of the ENWVA. In 2017, there

was a donation of 320,000 Krona
from Sweden, 11275 dollars
from Oakland, 8800 dollars from
Yotobori and 3000 dollars from
Denmark.
In a speech he made at the
seminar, Mr. Gebrebrhan Eyasu,
chairman of the ENWVA, said that
the aim of the program is to list
the challenges and opportunities
and increase the opportunities to
exchange experiences among the
different associations. He added
that simplifying the life of the
disabled veterans, improving their
wellbeing as well as providing work
opportunities in order to ensure
their economic stability are the
ultimate goals of the association.
Mr. Gebrebrhan appreciated
the hard work of the associations
while he recommended that the
associations should increase their
efforts in accomplishing its ultimate
goals. Likewise, the participants
said that the cooperation between
the citizens who live inside and
outside the country is one of the
vital mechanisms for collecting
the money to help the disabled
veterans. They added that working
together is the identity of Eritrean
which should be respected and
maintained as a valuable culture of
the people.
The association intends to develop
strong institutional capacity and
make the association economically
self-sufficient to enable disabled
war veterans lead decent family life
like any non-disabled persons, to
create strong relationship with all
interested parties and individuals
with disability and to develop
the potential capacity of disabled
war veterans to their highest
level by changing helping them
be productive citizens through
training and education.
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The Medieval Period of Eritrea:
Reflections from Cultural Heritage
Abraham Zerai
The Red Sea of Eritrea was the
gateway for the introduction of
Christian and Islamic traditions
into Eritrea apart from providing
corridors
to
interregional
exchanges and trade networks.
Evidence of these phenomenon
is visible along the coast and
elsewhere in the country with
indications of early Christian
churches and a bulk of remains
dating from Islamic periods
in the Dahlak islands. The
first millennium A.D. saw the
emergence of tow monotheistic
religions, Christianity and Islam,
which extended their influence
over the territories bordering
the Red Sea. The Medieval
Period in Eritrea, as concerns
the cultural heritage, exhibits
vestiges of Christian and Islamic
traditions in as much as the
historical and cultural processes
associated with them. Delimited
between the introduction of
the monotheistic religions into
Eritrea and the 15th century,
the period provides an interface
to understand socio-cultural
transformations and processes
that culminated subsequent to the
introduction of Christianity and
Islam respectively.
Christianity was introduced by
the 4th century A.D. into this part
of the Horn with the enterprise
of Frumentius, a Christian monk
from Tyre in Syria. The highlands
of Eritrea were the locations for
the earliest Christian communities
in the Horn of Africa. Eritrea
is indeed a country among the
first to accept monastic life.
Monastic communities and
traditions provide insights in to
early Christian eras, including
those found in and around the
Christian sanctuaries. Local
traditions credit the foundation of
monasteries to missionaries from
the Near East during the late 5th
or early 6th centuries A.D. Many
of the oldest monasteries found
in Eritrea have been the centers
for pilgrimage and Christian
religious education. Monasteries
in Eritrea are, thus, the custodians
of irreplaceable Christian art,
liturgical
treasure,
cultural
traditions, spiritual as well as
religious practices protected upon

Fig.1.Liturgical objects (left) and Mummified Remains from Monasteries (right)
hills and cliffs. Manuscripts from
several monasteries in Eritrea as
well as ecclesiastical buildings,
for instance, are associated
with earlier traditions of the
Christian civilization in this part
of the Horn. The full‐fledged
development of the Ge’ez script
and the height of Ge’ez literature
feature the Christian civilization
in Eritrea and elsewhere in the
Horn.
Many monasteries and churches
of this period also incorporate
ancient architectural elements
and contain artifacts dating to
the 1st millennium A.D. cultural
landscape. The mix of ancient
local architectural features with
intricate geometric edifices
symbolizing Christian motifs
typically represent medieval
architecture in this part of the
Horn. Religious connotations
are interwoven with architectural

styles of the period in as much
as
incorporating
inevitable
influences. Remarkable styles

are provided from the medieval
church of Kidane Mehret Church
in Senafe, Baraknha, Bihat, etc.

medieval Eritrea.
Moreover, some of the earliest
monasteries housed mummies
among their cultural patrimony
owing to the contribution of the
Christian civilization. Mummies
have been found in several
places such as Debre Hawaryat
of Ham, Metera, Bara’knaha,
Bek’ar, etc mainly in southern
Eritrea. While the exact timing
for the practice and introduction
of mummification in Eritrea
remains virtually unclear, the
association of mummified skeletal
remains to saints that inhabited
old monasteries begs a better
understanding. The practice,
however, has been according
to oral traditions related to the
coming of the nine saints to
Eritrea via Alexandria around the
6th century A.D. Further research
and the inevitable dating of
mummified remains can reveal the
intent behind the mummification

Fig.3: Shrines of famous Sheiks in Kubkub and Gadem Halib
adorn the medieval churches
and monasteries in Eritrea
together with iconography and
wall paintings. Examples of
such architectural ensembles

The combination of artistic beauty
and utility, therefore, partly
offer a glimpse into the scale of
socio-cultural
transformation
and continuities pertaining to

process and its exact timing,
possibly confirming or refuting
the Pre-Christian roots of the
practice. Monasteries throughout
the country in general have,
therefore, preserved patrimonies
and historical narratives of
the medieval period further
contributing to the religious
identities sealed for centuries.
Similarly, evidence related to
the introduction of Islam by the
7th century A.D. into Eritrea is
widespread along the Coast. In
the early 7th century, some of

Fig.2: Kuffic Inscriptions(left) and Evidence of Isamic Architecture(right)

A column prepared in collaboration with the Eritrea’s culture and sports commission

continued on page 5
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Bizen Monastery: The City in the Clouds

Next Friday, August 11, is a
religious holiday marked by an uphill
excursion to the top of Mount Bizen
where the ancient Bizen Monastery
lies like an eagle’s nest.

The only way for visitors to make
the not-so-easy climb to the top is
on foot but the reward for those
who endure that grueling climb is a
spectacular view of the surrounding
barren mountains.
The starting point for the 2
hour trek up the mountains to the
famous 600-years-old Debye Bizen
Monastery is the town of Nefasit,
which is 25km down the hair-pin
bends of the Asmara-Massawa road.
The
monastery
commands
magnificent views of the surrounding
hills and all the way down to the line
of the Red Sea coast. The atmosphere
of the settlement, surrounded by a
grove of rare indigenous trees, is
pious and medieval, other-worldly
and even magical. At dawn, a carpet
of glistening white cloud often hides
the earth below where the village of
Nefasit with its yellow and greendomed mosques and a Coptic church
nestles at the base of the mountain.
In daytime, the air is cool, there are
birds singing and green grass grows
between the monastery buildings.
And at night, the lights of Massawa
sparkle in the distance.The views to
the sea and Dahlak Islands, to the
Buri Peninsula and the Gulf of Zula,
and to the southern mountains, are
the most impressive in Eritrea.

The Debre Bizen Monastery is the
most prominent beacon and symbol
of Christianity in Eritrea, wrapped
in legend and history. Perched on
a mountain at a pinnacle of 2450
meters above sea level, the Monastery
of Debre Bizen was founded by
His Holiness Abune Philipos, a
student of Abune Tatyos, in 1361
AD. Legend has it that his shadow
allegedly cured three cripples due to
his sheer holiness.
His teacher, Tatyos, is also the
subject of legend. During his
evangelical journey eastwards, he
asked a captain to take him across
the Red Sea. The captain asked for
money, Tatyos therefore resorted
to sitting on his cloak, which bore
him up like a magic carpet and flew
him across the seas and deserts to
Armenia. He supposedly launched
himself from a rocky ledge, north of
the monastery, called Adey Kbetsni,
‘Goodbye My Mother’. It is claimed
that the gnarled tree that stands on
the wind-blown rock today is one
that bowed down to the pious monk
as he prepared to launch himself
into the skies. Behind the outcrop,
Adey Kbetsni, is a tomb dedicated
to Abune Yohannes, an abbot of the
monastery who lived five hundred
years ago.
The monastery is a collection of
pink granite buildings cut into the
sides of huge smooth rocks. The
oldest building is the church built
during the lifetime of monk Philipos,
on top of the roof is an intricate

Orthodox crucifix and circle of bells,
which jangle in the breeze. The walls
of the church are painted yellow
with decorated wooden shutters and
doors. For centuries it has survived
as a centre of Christian prayer and
learning in spite of invading armies
and religious conflict from that of
Somali hordes of Ahmed Gragn to
the Derg.
In the compound are species of
African olives that look very similar
to the European and Middle Eastern
kind cultivated for oil export but they
are species growing quite wild.

To the east is the modern church
and adjoining it is a house, home to
some 1,000 ancient manuscripts for
which Debre Bizen, is justifiably
famous. Several dozen fine
illuminated parchments bound in
thick leather, cloth and even wood
are stacked in this archive. Some
of these manuscripts include the
most extraordinary Bible dating
back to the 14th century, to the
time of Philipos. Another exquisite
manuscript is the lost biblical Book of
Enoch, and a third the story of Abune
Libanos, a great churchman who
traveled from Lebanon and found
the monastery of Debre Libanos
in Eritrea’s southern highlands.
The manuscripts are examples of
the finest medieval workmanship,
meticulously written in the liturgical
language of Ge’ez in red or black
inks with elaborate illuminations. A
bell is rung whenever a manuscript
is removed from the library, which
is rare because monks tend to read
on the spot. It also has a collection
of embroidered ecclesiastical robes
and umbrellas, and wooden curved
crosses and other artifacts.
Perhaps the most fascinating
history of Debre Bizen is that it has
devised its own calendar, invented by
a certain monk called Gebremeskel
and known as Hasabe Bizen (The
Thinking of Bizen). It has 35
columns and Hebrew and Christian
calendars as basis. The dating started
from the creation of the earth and

ended at the year 1500AD, because
the inventor believed that the year
1500AD would be dooms day or
the end of the world. The calendar
has not been used since 1500AD;
as such it lags 236 years behind the
Gregorian calendar. Had it been in
use, now the year according to Bizen
Calendar or ‘The Thinking of Bizen’
would be 1772.
Along the steep path a large cross
marks the point at which women
must stop and proceed no further.
This rule is taken to great lengths,
and not even female animals are
allowed near, meaning only mules
and male donkeys are used as pack
animals. Debre Bizen Monastery was
founded by Abune Philipos to protect
his monks from “the temptation of
women”. Legend has it that Abune
Philipos moved the Coptic religious
community up the mountains from
Nefasit because he preferred the
roar of lions – which at that time
inhabited the wild mountains – to the
distraction of women. He reportedly
said that he would “rather stare into
the face of a lion than into a woman’s
eyes.”
The monks live in an egalitarian
society, wearing the same clothes and
eating the same food whatever their
rank. They also offer a charitable
refuge for the handicapped, the old
and destitute men. They survive

continued on page 5
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the followers of Prophet Mohammad fled
the persecution at the hands of the rulers
of Mecca and came to the African Red Sea
Coast in Eritrea. This is considered the first
Hejirra and the first followers of Prophet
Mohammad (referred to as Sahaba) must
have passed through the Dahlak islands.
The Sahaba shrine, found in the port city of
Massawa, is the first religious shrine where
the first Moslems stepped and landed their
foot on this side of the Red Sea. This was
when Prophet Mohammed started to awaken
Arabs to believe in Islam, which focused
on a spirit that is against inequality and
polytheism. The Prophet and his followers
were fiercely persecuted at that time and the
prophet advised his followers to immigrate
to the Habesha land that was dwelled by
peaceful people and prosperous kingdom.
Evidence for the Sahaba migration into
Eritrea evince the first introduction of Islam
in our region via a peaceful process and the
Sahaba shrine indicates the earliest Islamic
religious structure in Africa erected while
the religion was at its infancy, 14 centuries
ago.
The Dahlak islands also store a rich
heritage of Islamic civilization in Eritrea
with an array of necropolis, Kuffic
inscriptions (classical Arabic) and remains
of dome shaped mosques attributed to
sultanates in the archipelago. The rich
Islamic heritage found in the Dahlak
islands demonstrate the range of historical
events in the medieval period in Eritrea
and the culmination of Islamic civilization
in this part of the Horn.

Moreover, many precious and rare old
mosques that date back to 1100 – 500 years
ago are found in the precinct of the port
city of Massawa and depict the variety
of Islamic architecture present in Eritrea.
Owing to the legacy of medieval events,
the port city of Massawa has maintained
intimate links with the Islamic world
and the holy centers of Islam in Arabia
to embrace rich Islamic heritage in its
public and private buildings. The nature
and variety of Islamic architecture in
Eritrea is indeed an indication that ancient
Eritrea marks one of the earliest Islamic
civilizations on the Africam continent and
perhaps in the world. A glimpse into the
rich Islamic heritage in the Dahlak islands
and the port city of Massawa will feature in
the subsequent editions of this column.

The sustainable awareness-raising campaigns and health service in Mahmime, Qarora
sub-zone, has made significant contribution in the reduction of communicable diseases
in general and mothers’ mortality during pregnancy and delivery in particular.
Health workers said that almost all pregnant women in the sub-zone visit health
facilities at least four times during pregnancy and receive treatment and advice thus
facilitating the reduction of the death rate.

Road Renovation Campaign in Adiqual
and Laelai-Gash

In summary, medieval Eritrea provides
an outlook into the interplay of Christian
and Islamic traditions inherent to the
monotheistic religions of the country and
the culmination of these traditions has
helped shape the co-existence and peaceful
harmony of traditions over millennia to
create the modern state.

In the same vein, the residents of Mai-Mechekat and Endabahishen, Adi-Akelo
administrative area, have renovated a road that links their respective villages to Adiquala
in a bid to tackle socio-economic challenges.

trough carved out
of a huge stone,
which the monks
claim was carried
on the back of
one of Philipos`
pupils. Today it
is used for breadmaking.

Pilgrims and visitors are housed in a
guesthouse with arched doors. Outside is a

Qarura Subzone: Mortality during
Delivery on the Decline

The residents of the sub-zones of and Laelai-Gash have conducted road renovation as
well as soil and water conservation campaign.
The residents of Mai-Lafo and Somomo administrative areas, Adiquala sub-zone,
conducted the popular campaign along the main streets of Adiquala town in addition to
making financial contribution to the program.

continued from page 4

The blackened interior of the kitchen is an
impressive place, containing vast copper pots
large enough to cook three cattle at once. And
indeed a huge amount of cooking is done
during the festival at the monastery. A drink
made of sorghum (suwa) is also brewed for
these occasions in a stone congress hall next
to the kitchen. In another neighborhood hall
is a large timber used as stocks for punishing
wrongdoers in the monastery.

LOCAL NEWS

Finally, evidence of medieval tombs
associated with famous sheiks is
widespread across northern Eritrea in
areas such as Kubkub and Gadem Haleb.
The integration of sufist traditions in these
tombs as a matter of fact are indication
of the credence of doctrine over ordinary
life and indicate the embedding of local
philosophy of life in religious beliefs of the
local communities.

Bizen ...

on rainwater collected off the guttering of the
roofs, and use solar power cells to generate
electricity to run their light bulbs.
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P r a c t i c a l l y,
reality combined
with piety, myth
with
mystery
make
Debre
Bizen a unique
religious retreat. And as one gazes across the
crumpled folds of craggy mountain monastery,
it is not difficult to believe that it will continue
to survive unscathed for many more centuries.
Louis Werner, a documentary film-maker
who travels frequently to the Middle East,
described the monastery as “sky top village”
and as “conviviality in the sky” in his article
Welcome to Heaven: A 650-Year-Old Eritrean
Monastery in the Clouds.
The history of Debre Bizen, combined with
the collection of artifacts and the heavenly
experience in the monastery, proves a potential
attraction for tourists.
(Adapted from different resources)

Mr. Teklebrhan Mihreteab, Administrator of the sub-zone, stated that a number of
popular campaigns involving the construction of terraces and renovation of roads were
conducted in over the past 6 months and that around 30,000 seedlings will be planted
as part of the soil and water conservation programs.

The residents of Awgaro and Debero administrative area, Laelai, Gash sub-zone, on
their part renovated roads and a bridge linking Barentu and Awgaro that was damaged
by flooding.

Assisting War-disabled Veterans
Representatives of the National Association of Eritrean War-disabled Veterans
(NAEWDV) branches in the Diaspora stated that assisting the veterans is the
responsibility of all citizens.
They also indicated that the national union is judiciously utilizing the resources
collected from active members and through other income generating programs.
Mr. Aron Paulos from Gothenburg branch of the association said that they are
exerting effort to encourage members of the young generation to emulate their footsteps
in assisting the war-disabled veterans. He further called on Eritrean families residing
abroad to assume the responsibility of assisting martyrs families.
The representative of the association in Auckland, Mr. Yemane Tekle, explained that
they are running a project worth 105 thousand dollars for assisting martyrs families and
that they have accomplished 50% of the mission.
Mr. Tekle Teku from the Stockholm branch of the association also said that there exist
strong desire to meet the demands of the war-disabled veterans.

Relocated Farmers Secure Ample Harvest
Farmers relocated from different regions of the country to Kerkebet agricultural
project have secured ample harvest, stated Mr. Tadese Fisehaye, Managing Director of
the project. He indicated that the rehabilitated farmers have been provided with technical
assistance enabling them to harvest 15 to 26 quintals from ½ hectare of farmland.
Mr. Tadese also explained that encouraging produce has been harvested from a pilot
project initiated to cultivate sugarcane on 8 hectares, maze in 50 hectares, onion in
50 hectares, 3,000 mango trees in 30 hectares and peanut in 32 hectares respectively.
Preparations are underway to cultivate more land, he elaborated.
Located in the northern part of Gash-Barka region and administered under the
National Crops and Livestock Corporation, Kerkebet Agricultural Project applies upto-date irrigation system.
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Invitation for Bids

Aggreko International Projects Ltd
Bisha Mines, Eritreas

VACANCY
Qualified persons are invited to apply for the following position;
Position: Store Person
Department: Operations
Number required: (01)
Job Title

Store person

Reports To

Area

East Africa

Location

Operations
Supervisor
Eritrea

Purpose of the Job
To ensure the day to day activities in the stores are accurate and proactively plan
in line within the business requirements.
Job Accountabilities/Key Responsibilities
Review daily Incoming packing lists
Assist in arranging storage of materials on racks / bins/containers
on receipt of orders
•
Pick parts from racks / bins / containers
•
Create space & bin location of new items into inventory
•
Monitor levels on consumable, nonstock items and inform Stores
Supervisor for timely replenishment
•
Carry out cycle counting and prepare stores for stock counts
•
Overall housekeeping of stores.
•
Any other assigned tasks.
•
Displays a commitment to Always Orange initiatives
•
Aggreko places a strong emphasis on health, operational safety
and environmental protection. It is a requirement and moral obligation of
each employee to be actively committed and accountable for compliance
to the Aggreko Health, Safety & Environmental policies, operating
procedures and compliance to local legislation.
•
•

Person Specification/Job Requirements
•
•

Experience in a high standard stores.
Graduate preferred. Should have at least completed High

•
•
•
•

Knowledge of mechanical & electrical spares.
Min 2 years work experience in similar position and organization.
Acceptable knowledge of English.
Familiarity with MRP and stock control systems.

School.

Desired Skills
•
•
•
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Good oral and written communication.
Sense of urgency and responsibility
Ability to work under pressure.

Key Role Interactions
OMs, OSs, Stores Supervisor, Supply chain Specialist, local shipping & delivery
companies.
Direct Reports (if applicable)
NA
Please submit your applications through post office to be below Address;
Aggreko International Projects Limited
Bisha Mine Site
P.O. Box 7986.
Asmara, Eritrea
All applications should be received latest 10days from the date of advert.

Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Resources Management Program
IFAD -- GRANT No. DSF-2000001700-ER
Procurement of Office Furniture
National Competitive Bidding (NCB)
IFB No.: MMR/FReMP/G/NCB/0001/2017
1. The Government of the State of Eritrea has received grant from
the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD)
toward the cost of Fisheries Resources Management Development
Program, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this credit
to payments under the Contract for the procurement of Furniture
for Office; IFB No.: MMR/FReMP/G/NCB/0001/2017
2. MMR-FReMP now invites sealed bids from eligible and
qualified bidders for the supply of Office Furniture.
3. Interested bidders may obtain further information from the
MMR-FReMP and inspect the Bidding documents at the address
given below, from 7.00 – 11.30 AM local time, Monday through
Friday.
4. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased
by interested bidders on the submission of a written application to
the address below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee of
Eritrean Nakfa (ERN) 5,00.00 (five hundred Eritrean Nakfa or
equivalent in foreign currency starting from August 7, 2017.
Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before Tuesday,
September 7, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
Electronic Bidding will not be permitted. Late Bids will be
rejected.
Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders or their
representatives who choose to attend in person at the address below
at 10:15 a.m. on September 7, 2017. All bids must be accompanied
by a bid security mentioned in the bidding documents.
The address referred to above is:
The Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Resources
Management program
Contact Person: Mr. Muhammed-Sfaf Hamid
Street Address: Hiday Street 748-1
Block and Floor: Dembe Sembel, Block “A”, 4th Floor, RH
City: Asmara
P.O.Box 923
ZIP code: 748-1
Country: Eritrea
Telephone: 291-1-153960
Facsimile number: 291-1-153961
E-mail: mohsfaf@gmail.com or mofishas@gmial.com
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES
RFP/002/2017 -C
The state of Eritrea has received a Grant from Global Fund to Fight HIV AIDS, Malaria TB, and intends to apply a portion of this fund
to eligible payments under the below mentioned consultancy .
Now The Project Management unit of Ministry of Health seeks consultant firms for the following assessment on:1. Utilization of Health Communication Materials for the Health promotion program in Eritrea
2. Formative assessment of nomadic population on health topics of Malaria /HIV Aids,TB and Vaccination.
For the third time we request for those interested bidders to submit their technical and financial proposal before August 17, 2017.
Requirements:a) The consultant should be registered and having license 2016.
b) Should have at least Master’s degree in public health epidemiology and preferably on communication and health promotion.
c) Should have the experience of conducting successful health promotion related studies.
Please note that you can collect all documents in soft copies ( RFP,Terms of reference) from the office - Project Managements Unit of
Ministry of Heath ,Asmara, Eritrea during office hours .
Tel: PMU/MOH - 291-1-122978/ 124360

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES
RFP/002/2017 -B
The state of Eritrea has received a Grant from Global Fund to Fight HIV AIDS, Malaria TB, and intends to apply a portion of this fund to
eligible payments under the below mentioned consultancy .
Now The Project Management unit of Ministry of Health seeks consultant firms for the following assessment on:1. Utilization of Health Communication Materials for the Health promotion program in Eritrea
2. Formative assessment of nomadic population on health topics of Malaria /HIV Aids,TB and Vaccination.
Hence it requests the submission of Technical and Financial Proposals for the above cited assignments on or before July 14, 2017.
Requirements:a) The consultant should be registered and having license 2016.
b) Should have at least Master’s degree in public health epidemiology and preferably on communication and health promotion.
c) Should have the experience of conducting successful health promotion related studies.
Please note that you can collect all documents in soft copies ( RFP,Terms of reference) from the office - Project Managements Unit of Ministry of Heath ,Asmara, Eritrea during office hours .
Tel: PMU/MOH - 291-1-122978/ 124360
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“Life is easier when you help each other, especial y to those with disabilities”
an

sumbrh

Fut
Asmait

Physical impairment causes the loss of many opportunities if the society has no awareness about how to encourage its disabled members and make them productive and inspiring
members of the society. Mr. Yonas has tackled the challenges of his visiual impairment and has become a musical inspiration to many young students. His efforts, passion and
strength are admirable indeed and he shares his experience with us.

Tell us something
yourself Mr. Yonas

about

Thank you for having me on
your page. I was born in 1972 in
Asmara and I was raised here. Like
all the vision Impaired Eritreans,
I went to Abraha Bahta School.
It is there that I got everything I
have in life: friends, family and
education. I consider the school as
my second mother. I started losing
my sight during my childhood.
I then joined the now Lalimba
junior school. Students with high
marks from the 8th grade general
examination used to join today’s
Sematat Secoundary School. I
was one of them. I joined the
school with 99% score. However
right before I finished high school
in the 11th grade, I marched to join
the armed struggle. I joined the
Bdho group for the disabled and
served as a brail corrector. We
used to translate political writings
of the front to brail form and also
I served as a teacher as I was a
good student till the last day of
high school. After independence
I came back to Asmara and
started working as a teacher in the
Abraha Bahta School; I have now
been working as an academic and
music teacher for 24 years of the
post-independence period.
How did your interest in music
start?
It is actually one of the surprises
that changed my life for the better.
It was my father. My father had the
habit of surprising his children.
One day we were listening to
the radio and he asked me if I
could ever play like the music
we were listening to; I responded
positively. He then suddenly left
us. I didn’t know where he went,
but he actually went to register me
in a music school. The following
day, he took me there without
telling me where we were going,
and that was the day that changed
my life! I was able to play the
piano well within nine months and
I also learned to play the guitar.
However, I am mostly known as
a pianist. I started dreaming of

want to create an opportunity
for people with disability to able
to live their dreams. I want to
motivate them to lead a good
life, to believe and work on their
passions. There was a house for
orphans next to my elementary
school and we regularly used to
hear them play music. I was so
jealous that we couldn’t have
such an opportunity.

becoming a renowned musician.
So did you become the musician
you wanted to be?
Honestly, no. And forgive me
if I don’t tell you why. But in
few word we can say that my
disability was one of the main
reasons, it is really hard to be a
vision impaired musician. In fact
when I was younger I was denied
joining several musical groups.
Honestly it broke my heart; but
soon I joined the armed struggle.

When I became a teacher myself,
I told my students that I’ll teach
them music only if they’d score
in the top 5. Incredibly, almost all
started scoring high marks, and so
I started an independent class for
music.
‘Harn’ musical group was
formed in 2011. After a while,
the ‘Gogne Boarding School’
wanted to form a musical group
and I suggested that they should
take the 6th graders who were
already in good shape when
talking about musical skills. So
here we are now, bit by bit, we’ll
form even bigger institutions for
more disabled musicians. In fact,
currently, we are in the middle of

intensive training with the group
for this year’s national festival.
My overall goal is to help, with
all of might, young disabled boys
and girls interested in music.
For instance, all the instruments
which we’re using for training
here are mine. I also lend them to
my students whenever they want
to use them. When I was younger
I was very short of musical
instruments; I think I understand
what it feels like to not have
access to musical instruments.
What are you currently involved
in and what do your future plans
look like?
Well, I am involved in a lot
of things besides preparing the
musical group for the festival.
I have also written a children
book which hopefully will get
published soon. I want to be
a motivation for my students.
Moreover, Fitsum Gaim and I
collaborated in the development
of a software that translates text
documents to brail. We have plans
to develop it even further. He is

Tell us please about your days
in the field?
We used to prepare brail books
for freedom fighters who lost their
sight because of war. But beyond
the front the brail books were also
reaching civilians. It was a very
neat work. Even though we used to
stay up until 4 most of the nights,
and then wake up two hours later
to teach the academics, it was
an enjoyable and worthwhile
journey. In the afternoons we’d
attend poltical classes. The books
were so remarkable that even after
independence all the books were
translated by the brail association
at Abraha Bahta.
Why do you teach Music?
Let me tell you, I have faced
great amount of challenges in
the music field because of my
disability. I don’t want that to
happen to somebody like me. I

Haaren musical group

a smart guy and I would like to
express my appreciation. I also
have a plan to form an art center
for the disabled.
You are also married…
I am happily married to my
wife Luela Desale. And have been
blessed with five children. I am
where I am because of my family.
I have the greatest support with
every little thing. For instance,
I have two of the band members
living with me, and my family
takes care of them. I am grateful
for everything they do for me.
Anything you want to say at
the end?
Yes please. It is hard to live with
disabilities. However, the society
should work hard to alleviate the
challenges that disabled people
encounter. Although my efforts
are minimal I do them not for
credit but for a spiritual calmness.
Let’s give support with what we
can. Life is easier when you help
each other, especially to those
who are living with disabilities.

