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Prime Minister of Ethiopia Dr. Abiy Ahmed Visits Eritrea
Ethiopian Delegation Expressed Appreciation for Warm Reception

State Dinner in Honor of Dr. Abiy Ahmed

Dr. Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of
the Federal Government of Ethiopia
arrived in Asmara in the morning
hours on Sunday for an official visit
at an invitation of President Isaias
Afwerki.

to the streets of Asmara carrying
placards to accord warm welcome to
the Ethiopian delegation.

Upon arrival at Asmara
International Airport, Dr. Abiy
Ahmed was accorded warm
welcome by President Isaias Afwerki
and Government and PFDJ higher
officials.

The senior Ethiopian delegation
comprised Dr. Werkneh Gebeyehu,
Foreign Minister, Ms. Mufteriat
Kamil, Speaker of the House of
Peoples’ Representatives, Ms. Keria
Ibrahim, Speaker of the Ethiopian
House of Federation and Mr. Haj
Seyum, President of Afar Regional
State.

The historic visit of the Ethiopian
Prime Minister and the meeting
of the two leaders is the first of its
kind in 20 years and is expected to
herald a new chapter of peace and
cooperation. Thousands of Asmara
residents and its environs flocked

President Isaias Afwerki and
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed also
held extensive discussion at the
State House focusing on diplomatic,
political and economic issues of
interest to the two countries.
The delegation said that the warm

reception they were accorded by
the Government and people of
Eritrea is an expression of Eritrea’s
readiness for peace and peaceful
neighborhood.
Speaking to Eritrean media,
Dr. Werkneh Gebeyehu, Foreign
Minister of Ethiopia, noted that the
warm welcome they received attests
to how much the people of Eritrea
cherish peace, and expressed deep
appreciation for the warm reception
they were accorded.
Indicating that the opportunity
created will make up for the lost
opportunities over the last 20 years,
Dr. Werkneh expressed conviction
that the two peoples will work in
solidarity to build a bright future.

Joint Declaration of Peace and Friendship
between Eritrea and Ethiopia
President Isaias Afwerki and
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed have
signed on July 9 a joint declaration of
peace and friendship between Eritrea
and Ethiopia.

very costly chapter, which also had a
detrimental role in the Horn of Africa,
and to make up for lost opportunities
and create even bigger golden
opportunities for their peoples.

Indicating that the peoples of
Ethiopia and Eritrea share close
bonds of geography, history, culture,
language and religion besides
fundamental common interests, the
joint declaration stated that over the
past decades, they were denied of the
opportunity to build a bright future
for their peoples on the basis of their
common heritage.

And thus, the governments of
Eritrea and Ethiopia have reached
the following joint agreement which
reflects the desires and aspirations of
their peoples:1. The state of war between
Ethiopia and Eritrea has come to
an end. A new era of peace and
friendship has been opened;
2. The two governments will
endeavor to forge intimate political,
economic, social, cultural and

The two sides agreed to close the

security cooperation that serves and
advances the vital interests of their
peoples;
3.
Transport,
trade
and
communications links between the
two countries will resume; diplomatic
ties and activities will restart;
4. The decision on the boundary
between the two countries will be
implemented;
5. Both countries will jointly
endeavor to ensure regional peace,
development and cooperation.
Both governments also expressed
their gratitude to all friends of
Eritrea and Ethiopia and called on
them to redouble their solidarity and
support.

Ms. Keria Ibrahim, Speaker of the
Ethiopian House of Federation, on
her part pointed out that the historic
day sprang out the long buried desire
for peace and love between the two
countries and added that the warm
welcome they received attests to the
Eritrean people’s sublime culture of
welcoming guests.
President Isaias Afwerki also
hosted State Dinner on 8 July in
honor of Dr. Abiy Ahmed and his
delegation at Asmara Municipality
Hall.
The State Dinner that was attended
by senior Eritrean Government and
PFDJ officials, members of the
diplomatic corps and invited guests
highlighted cultural and artistic
program depicting the significance
of peace and mutual cooperation
between the two countries.
Speaking at the event, President
Isaias Afwerki said that the
tumultuous welcome accorded to
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed and
his delegation attests to how much

the people of Eritrea cherish peace.
President Isaias also expressed
appreciation for the bold political
choice Prime Minister Dr. Abiy has
taken that will recoup lost time and
opportunity over the past 20 years.
Dr. Abiy Ahmed on his part
expressed deep appreciation for the
warm reception he was accorded
by the Government and people of
Eritrea and the readiness and interest
President Isaias has shown for peace
and peaceful neighborhood.
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed
also said “Enough of war & news
of imminent war. I congratulate the
peoples of Eritrea & Ethiopia as we
embark on a promising chapter of
peace and stability by bringing to
an end to the phase of no-war, nopeace”.
President Isaias also invited Dr.
Abiy Ahmed and his delegation for a
coffee ceremony at his residence and
visited the landscape at Dirfo. Prime
Minister Abiy returned on July 09
conculding two day state visit to
Eritrea.
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Joint Declaration of Peace
and Friendship between
Eritrea and Ethiopia

Conscious that the peoples of Ethiopia and Eritrea share close bonds of
geography, history, culture, language and religion as well as fundamental
common interests;
Recognizing that over the past decades, they were denied the
opportunity to build a bright future for their peoples on the basis of their
common heritage;
Determined to close this very costly chapter, which also had a
detrimental role in the Horn of Africa, and to make up for lost opportunities
and create even bigger golden opportunities for their peoples;
The governments of Ethiopia and Eritrea have reached the following
joint agreement which reflects the desires and aspirations of their peoples:1. The state of war between Ethiopia and Eritrea has come to an end.
A new era of peace and friendship has been opened.
2. The two governments will endeavor to forge intimate political,
economic, social, cultural and security cooperation that serves and
advances the vital interests of their peoples;
3. Transport, trade and communications links between the two countries
will resume; diplomatic ties and activities will restart;
4. The decision on the boundary between the two countries will be
implemented.
5. Both countries will jointly endeavor to ensure regional peace,
development and cooperation.
Both governments express their gratitude to all friends of Eritrea and
Ethiopia and call on them to redouble their solidarity and support.
Done in Asmara, July 9, 2018
For the State of Eritrea
President Isaias Afwerki

For the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali

Graduations Continue in Various Colleges
In its 11th commencement,
Hamelmalo College of Agriculture
has graduated 393 students on 7
July with diploma, first degree and
post graduate degrees. The graduates
include 10 with Masters Degree,
189 with first degree and 194 in
diploma.
Speaking at the graduation
ceremony, Mr. Arefaine Berhe,
Minister of Agriculture, pointed
out that the students that graduated
from the college are significantly
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contributing in the development
of technology assisted agricultural
activities and that there is greater
expectation of this year’s graduates
in the effort to develop modern
agricultural infrastructure and
increased agricultural production.
The Dean of the college, Mr.
Semere Amlesom, indicated that
the college provides 6 diploma
programs, 8 degree and 4 masters
degree in the fields of Agricultural
Economy, Agricultural Engineering,
Seeds Control, Veterinary, Livestock
Science, Land and Environmental
Resources as well as other fields of
studies.
Mr. Semere further said that the
number of Eritrean lecturers has
reached to 70% and that more effort
is being made to increase the number
in cooperation with the National

Higher Education Commission.
Hamelmalo College of Agriculture
has so far graduated 4,249 students
out of which 51% are female
students.
Meanwhile, the Eritrean Institute
of Technology which comprises the
Colleges of Engineering, Science
and Education has graduated 1,313
students.
According to report, the students
graduated in 45 fields of studies of
which 32 graduated with Masters
Degree, 678 Bachelor Degree and
603 with diploma.
Speaking at the graduation
ceremony, Mr. Semere Russom,
Minister of Education, said that
graduation is an occasion in which
students accomplish one step in their

carrier and join the workforce in the
nation building process.
Established in 2004, the Eritrean
Institute of Technology starting from
2008 has graduated a total of 14, 884
students including 131 with Masters,
5,565 with Bachelors Degree, 9,093
in Diploma and 78 with Certificate.
Similarly, Asmara College of
Medical Science graduated 459
students on 10 July in Masters
Degree, first degree and diploma.
The graduates include 192 in
Nursing, 82 in Medicine, 47 Health
Care, and 138 in other health related
fields of study.
Congratulating the students, the
Dean of the College, Dr. Ghidei
Gebreyohannes, said that the college
is significantly contributing in the

production of human resource and
the improvement of health services.
Dr. Ghidei also called on the
graduates to serve their people with
commitment and dedication and
continuously strive to develop their
capacity.
Indicating that the commendable
achievements registered in all
sectors and in the health sector
in particular are the result of the
substantial investment being made
by the Government, Ms. Amina
Nur-Husein, Minister of Health,
called on the graduates to make
due contribution in the timely and
efficient health service to the public.
The representative of the graduates
on his part, commending for the
educational opportunity they were
provided expressed readiness to live
up to the expectations.
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“Yes Peace, No War.”
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion
A famous and often-cited quotation
of Harold Wilson, the former British
Prime Ministe, reads: “ A week is a
long time in politics.”
Indeed, there are decades where
nothing happens; and there are
weeks where decades happen.”
After years of stalemate and tension
between Eritrea and Ethiopia,
things are certainly happening and
moving rapidly. On Sunday July 8,
2018, Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed, accompanied by a
small Ethiopian delegation arrived
in Asmara, Eritrea, where they
were warmly welcomed at Asmara
International Airport by the Eritrean
President, H.E. Isaias Afwerki,
alongside high-level government
officials and ministers, as well as
religious and other representatives.
As PM Abiy Ahmed, who took
office in April, disembarked from
the plane, the two leaders smiled
and warmly embraced on the red
carpet. Soon after, the two leaders,
surrounded by a large military
band, stood side-by-side as the flags
of both Eritrea and Eritrea were
raised and their respective national
anthems were played. The leaders
then traveled across the capital in a
large motorcade. Across Asmara,
shops were closed, and the streets,
overflowing with citizens, were filled
with excitement and joy, as Eritreans
came out in their tens of thousands
to show their unreserved support for
the ongoing initiatives toward peace
between Eritrea and Ethiopia.
Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed’s
visit to the Eritrean capital for
peace talks marks just the latest

step in a recent series of significant
positive developments between the
two countries. Weeks ago, Ethiopia
announced that it would abide by
the Algiers Agreement and Eritrea
Ethiopia Boundary Commission
(EEBC) boundary decision. The
EEBC, formed in accordance
with the terms and conditions
of the Algiers Peace Agreement
of 2000 and composed of five
prominent and highly respected
lawyers, unanimously delivered
its final and binding delimitation
and demarcation decisions in
April 2002 and November 2007,
respectively. While Eritrea fully
accepted the decision, hoping that
the final determination of the border
would open doors for lasting peace
and development between the two
countries and the region as a whole,
Ethiopia’s position has continually
shifted, with it effectively refusing
to accept the 2002 ruling of the
UN-backed boundary commission
and continuing to occupy Eritrean
territories. After PM Abiy Ahmed’s
statement of full acceptance of the
EEBC last month, on June 26, 2018,
a high-level Eritrean delegation,
including Presidential Adviser
Mr. Yemane Gebreab and Foreign
Minister H.E. Osman Saleh, travelled
to Addis Ababa, the first time in more
than two decades that a top-level
delegation from Asmara had visited
Ethiopia. During the historic visit,
the delegation delivered a message
from President Isaias Afwerki to
Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed, and
also held extensive discussions with
the PM and other senior Ethiopian
officials on current relations and
the prospect of ties between the two
countries.

Also on Sunday, in several towns
throughout southern Eritrea, near
Ethiopia, such as Adi Keih, Senafe,
Adi Quala, Mai Mne, and Tsorona,
throngs of Eritreans gathered to
demonstrate their support for peace
with Ethiopia. Large Eritrean
and Ethiopian flags were held
aloft proudly, colorful banners
proclaiming “peace” were waved,
both young and old people sang and
danced cheerfully, elders shed tears
of joy, and the slogan “Yes peace,
no war!” was loudly and excitedly
chanted.
As an African and an Eritrean, it
is quite difficult not to be touched or
moved by this momentous occasion.
History weighs heavily on Africa. As
put by Young (1996), “If we journey
backwards to the hour of African

independence...we may summon
from remote corners of our collective
memory, perspectives and visions of
radically different content” (Young
1996: 2). For too long across the
continent, our countries have been
synonymous with conflict and war.
We have often acted like crabs in
a bucket, pulling each other down
and ensuring our collective demise,
rather than working cooperatively
to raise ourselves up collectively.
In few areas of the continent has
this mentality been more tragically
apparent than the Horn of Africa,
where relations between the various
countries have been characterized by
stalemate, bitter rivalry, antagonism,
tension, and conflict.

developments, it is also important
not to overlook what peace will
mean for the young peoples of the
two countries. Although Eritrea
and Ethiopia are dramatically
different in terms of the size
of their respective populations
(approximately 4.5 million in
the former, and 100 million in
the latter), both have very young
populations.
Peace
between
Eritrea and Ethiopia can present
the youth of both countries with
a renewed sense of optimism and
hope. They can both look ahead to
the future with great excitement
and enthusiasm, instead of being
weighed down or greatly burdened
by a dark past.

While these are still early days, and
despite the fact that certain (albeit
small) elements within Ethiopia
appear to be set against the ongoing
developments toward peace, the
signs are highly promising and very
encouraging. Both countries are
faced with a number of significant
challenges, and thus an end to the
costly – and largely unnecessary –
conflict and tensions will allow the
two to better focus their attention
on addressing their various and
considerable challenges (as I have
discussed in prior articles). With
peace and stability, vital human
and fiscal resources can be used to
combat poverty, improve education
and human capital, or promote
development, rather than having
to be diverted toward defense and
national security.

As a final point, it is notable and
quite interesting that the ongoing
peace initiatives between Eritrea
and Ethiopia are largely being led
and carried out by Eritreans and
Ethiopians themselves. Of course,
while the support and commitment
of the international community
and various other partners is vital,
tangible solutions have to involve
and be led by local actors. Simply,
if you formulate your own solutions
to your problems, you have every
reason and incentive to see them
work. Historically, external or
foreign solutions were often not
viable in Africa since they were
either “imported” or “dictated”
to Africans. Ultimately, in order
for sustainable peace to stand any
chance, those affected by — and
involved in — conflict must own
and identify with the responses and
solutions to it.

Observing

the

ongoing
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‘Selam’ at Last!

Eritrea and Ethiopia join in peace after two decades of hostilities
Billion Temesghen

Once in their car, on their way
out of the airport, President Isaias
took notice of veteran Eritrean
footballers and national sports
starts, among which, Olympian
Zeriesenay Tadesse and young
international star cyclist Merhawi
Kudus. The leaders stepped down
to salute the sports men.

both of the leaders and had their
faces painted in the colors of the
Ethiopian and Eritrean flag. Scarfs
and head bandanas representing the
flags were common too. Slogans
of memorable catch phrases of
both leaders, such as “Game Over”
and “Love Wins” were pending
from all sided.

For the first time in almost a
quarter of a century, Eritrea’s
and Ethiopia’s national anthems,
echoed from Asmara International
Airport, Sunday 8th, at 9:00 AM.

Meanwhile, since early in the
morning, communities from
different parts of Asmara gathered
in Semaetat Avenue and peacefully
marched through Harinet Avenue
and Bahti Meskerem Square
shouting slogans of love both in
Tigrigna and Amharic.

Prime Minister of the Federal
Government of Ethiopia, Abiy
Ahmed, arrived in Asmara at
an invitation of President Isaias
Afwerki. The senior Ethiopian
delegation accompanying the
Prime Minister was formed by Ms.
Mufteriat Kamil, Speaker of the
House of Peoples’ Representatives,
Ms. Keria Ibrahim, Speaker of the
Ethiopian House of Federation,
Werkneh Gebeyehu, Foreign
Minister, and Mr. Haj Seyum,
President of Afar Regional State

Om the news of the Ethiopian’s
landing in Asmara International
Airport, hundreds of thousands of
people sprinted to stand on both
sides of the avenues starting from
the airport to the center of city.
Citizens and foreigners of all ages
flocked in the streets. It looked like
nobody was left at home. But not
only homes, the churches as well
must have been emptied. Clergies
had decided to take Sunday mass
out to the streets to honor the
guests.

Eritrean mothers, as crafty as
they are, were busy coming up with
traditional folk songs and rejoicing,
dancing to them. It’s astonishing
how fast they were composing folk
songs highlighting the event. Some
of the folk songs referred to Abiy
Ahmed as “morning sunshine”
and Isaias Afwerki as “Hub of
Patience”.

When the Ethiopian plane
landed, President Isaias greeted Dr.
Abiy with a tight hug. Directing
his Ethiopian counterpart while
holding his hand, President Isaias,
led Dr. Abiy to greet Eritrea’s high
delegation, religious leaders and
invited guests.

The Eritrean people welcomed
Dr. Abiy Ahmed and his message of
peace, from the Ethiopian people,
with utmost respect and sense
of companionship. The Eritrean
and Ethiopian flags were waving
gloriously in the skies of Asmara.
People wore shirts with pictures of

After twenty years of conflict
the Eritrean and Ethiopian people
are now officially at peace as
President Isaias Afwerki and Prime
Minster Abiy Ahmed join hands
in brotherhood. As such, Sunday,
July the 8th, became a historic day
for Eritrea and Ethiopia. The two
countries agree to work together
for peace and development.

The ride to the presidential
palace, the final destination for
the morning schedule, was slow
as people were running after the
motorcade. The leaders’ car had its
windows down giving a chance for
the people to shake hands with the
leaders who made a longstanding
dream come true.
Eritrea’s war disabled came out
to the streets when the motorcade
approached the area of Denden
Camp. The people’s cheers reached
the skies once the leaders bowed in
respect.
The motorcade approached, Fiat
Tagliero, an architectural marvel,
and the number of people coming
to the streets r rose notably. Young

and old, literally, run after the
motorcade to the center of the city
like children in a big playground.
Starting from Shida, to the City
Park and the Cattedrale, people
didn’t have enough space to stand
on both feet. The streets were
crowded and the motorcade was
plainly surrounded by people of all
ages.
Asmara’s icon, Cattedrale,
cheered the news of peace when
the motorcade approached it with
its colossal bells ringing, adding
melody to the glorified roars of
Eritreans. The flow was the same
while the motorcade toured the
city until it reached and entered the
presidential palace.
Meanwhile, outside in the
streets, the merriments continued
with heightened spirit as the
crowds danced and screamed in
joy. Everyone was celebrating in
different ways, tone and languages
but one thing the hundreds of
thousands of individuals had in
common were tears of joy. People
cried and comforted one another in
each other’s hugs.
I stepped out of the presidential
palace to talk to people and conduct
interviews with a special focus on
young people, but I couldn’t get a
decent conversation. People pulled
me in their hugs and dances, and
for a while, I stopped being a
journalist and celebrated the news
of peace and the thought of being
a free young Eritrean identically to
fellow young Eritreans.
A group of young men in their
early thirties attracted a big crowd.

These young men, members of
the eighth round to Sawa, dressed
to impress in suits and traditional
clothes for the day. They had made
an appointment to meet in Harinet
Avenue to pay tribute to their
friends who didn’t make it alive
from the war. While they cried in a
mix of painful memories, replaced
by joy, they put their fallen martyr
friends, comrades, to finally rest in
peace.
Streets were blocked. Cars and
people roamed mindlessly through
the city to the glory of peace till
late in the afternoon. Happy would
be too little of a word to explain the
situation. It was actually a blissful
euphoria that dominated Asmara.
Simultaneously, all major cities
and small towns of Eritrea were
in the same state of jubilation. In
Massawa and Assab, the Eri-Ethio
flags, dashed from civilian boats
through the waves of the Red Sea.
In the afternoon, following
a short break at Asmara Palace
Hotel, the Ethiopian delegation
made its way to the Presidential
Palace. President Isaias offered,
then, a spontaneous invitation to
his house. He took the guests to his
house where they caught his family
in pajamas rejoicing in the typical
Sunday family day afternoon coffee
ceremony. Welcoming guests
with what you have is a tradition
Eritreans are known for.
Hospitality is a norm. Likewise,
the President’s family and his
neighbors hosted the Prime
Minister, Eritrean ministers and

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
the Ethiopian delegation to their
humble family living room.
Minister Askalu Menkerios made
her way to the kitchen and helped
with setting the table. While, the
youngest, Dr. Abiy, handed snacks
that traditionally are served side by
side the coffee ceremony, typical,
of Eritrean and Ethiopian families.
As the guests made their way
out, President Isaias’s neighbors
gathered in the president’s house’s
yard, door step, to greet the
unexpected guest next door, with
flowers and snacks.
In summer a taste of the
seasonal fruit, Beles, is mandatory.
Therefore, the delegation’s next
destination was down the roads to
Massawa right outside of Asmara.
In the evening hours a state
dinner was organized in honor
of Dr. Abiy. The event was
highlighted by fraternal speeches
from the leaders directed at both
the Eritrean and Ethiopian people.
In his speech, President Isaias,
applauded Dr. Abiy’s bravery in
coming forth with peace, referring
to the unrestrained and enthusiastic
emotions of Eritreans out on the
streets as the true meaning of what
Eritrea is all about. Dr. Abiy, on his
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‘Selam’ . . .
part, expressed Asmara’s and Addis
Ababa’s readiness for greatness.
He also expressed deep sorrow for
the humanitarian damages the war
brought upon Eritrean families.
That night, bars and clubs of
Asmara were packed more than
ever. Countless partiers paused their
parties for a while and cheered Dr.
Abiy on his way to his hotel after
the state dinner. He was greeted,
once more, in the morning, as the
motorcade headed to Denden State
Hall.
On July 9th, the people of Asmara
held their breath as Ethiopia and
Eritrea signed a joint declaration
of peace and friendship. The two
countries agreed to sail towards
development, peace and stability at
regional level. Moreover, according
to the joint agreement, diplomatic
relations are to be restored
between the two countries as trade,
communication and transport will
resume and embassies will be
opened.
President Isaias Afwerki and
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed
discussed issues of collaboration,
regional stability and harmony as
well as economic advancements.
The leaders also shared visions
to the interest of the Eritrean and

Ethiopian youth in their academic
and professional endeavors.
After an intense welcoming
ceremony and a cherished sojourn
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy left for
Addis Ababa at midday July 9th.
President Isaias Aforki, higher
officials and religious leaders
saw the Prime Minister and his
delegation off.
The past couple of days were
genuinely emotional to the people
of Eritrea. A huge burden has been
lifted from the two people who have
missed each other dearly and now
can see in each other’s eyes past
feelings of hatred or resentments.
On the same day, telephone lines
between Ethiopia and Eritrea were
opened. Families in both sides
made the lines busy for the first
time in more than twenty years.
But new friendships were being
made across both countries… I
was packing to leave the office
at around midnight. The office’s
phone rang out of my expectation.
I picked the phone to hear a group
of people screaming merriments
in Amharic. I roughly understood
their greetings, but still, replied in
my language. We were using the
little we know of our respective
languages to say peace –selam and

love you. And just like me, many
more Eritreans have been getting
random calls from Ethiopian
people and vice-versa.

Eritreans have been referring to
this day as the second 24th of May.
Congratulations to us all. Patience
and resilience pays off greatly.
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Ethiopia’s PM Official State
visit to Eritrea in Pictures
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The Essence of Stone Monuments in Eritrea´s Antiquity
Abraham Zerai
The comprehension of social
relations through the window of
monumentality features one of
the key aspects of archaeological
studies. The presence of monumental
featuresandparticularlymonumental
tombs and ceremonial structures in
the landscape help archaeologists
to understand the organization of
social landscapes in archaeology.
These studies provide insight into
subsistence, domestic economy and
mobility. Monumental structures
also appear to lend themselves
more readily to discussions about
social relations, as spaces of social
inclusion and exclusion, largescale exchanges of concentrating
resources or containers of social
markers.
The northern Horn of Africa
is a juncture of major crossroads
in antiquity where a culturehistory without a hiatus delimits
dynamisms of the past in the
region. The geographical scope
constitutes the Eritreo-Sudanese
lowlands in the north and west, the
Denakil Depression to the east, the
Red Sea to the north east and the
Eritrean highlands, Tigrean Plateau
(in northern Ethiopia) as well as
the adjacent plains delimited by
the Tekezze River. The inclusion
of these eco zones in the nexus
of major trade routes in the late
prehistory of the region is evinced
by imprints for the development
of early complex societies in the
environmental mosaic.
Bringing the discussions of
monumentality to the Eritrean
context, this article will provide a
synopsis of mega-stone structures
distributed over much of the
western lowlands and Denakil
Depression of Eritrea and link them
to similar evidence in the northern
Horn and the adjacent Arabian
Peninsula. The western lowlands of
Eritrea and the Denakil Depression
are known to have a long human
history. When traveling through
the lowlands, these regions do not
appear to be very promising for the
study of prehistoric archaeology. On
closer examination, however, even
the untrained eye can see numerous
scatters of burial tumuli and other
evidence of human occupation. The

emergence of regional ceremonial
centres with mega-stone alignments
as well as stone circles, thus,
becomes important to understand
patterns of population dynamisms
in our region.
The documented megalithic
sites in Eritrea and their possible
contemporaries elsewhere in the
Horn of Africa and in Tihâma
demonstrate that the stone
monuments and tumuli had a
funerary and symbolic function.
The major intent of the evolution
of the structures and associated
cultural manifestations is the act
of remembrance of the deceased
imparted by representation of the
space as a sacred entity. It is that a
certain level of social complexity
had to have existed in order for there
to have been a need to remember
and to venerate certain individuals
in a certain way. The creation of
monuments and proper graves/
symbolic centres is, in essence, a
“construction of ancestor hood” still
shared in contemporary societies of
western lowlands and the Denakil
Depression. This trend further
reflects an increased organization in
society and induces memory, which
in turn ties humans to a space and to
a land. Territoriality is established
by leaving a mark in the form of
monument and spatial delimitation
ties a society symbolically through
the representation of ancestor-hood
in a binding communal identity.
Identification of villages and
territorial lands to the makers of
the mega-stone elements and the
presumed genealogical progeny
of contemporary societies in
western lowlands and Danakil
the Depression elucidates the
phenomenon. These monumental
stones have never strayed far from
their primary resting places, not
only because they are difficult to
move but also because the presence
of the stone in that particular
place renders both the size of the
stone and its context evocative. In
either instance, erection of stone
monuments and particularly at such
a distance from their origin remains
a source of inquest and appreciation
among the populations that directly
superseded the megalith builders.
Thus, megalithic elements in
the northern Horn of Africa, and
the Denakil Depression as well

as western lowlands of Eritrea,
as a matter of fact, demonstrate
recreation of the landscape across
generations, by engraving it into
the memory of the population of the
region.
A number of hypotheses can
be drawn to surmise the genesis
of megalithic elements revolving
around territorial affirmation
including space marking as well
as control and manifestations of
increasingly organized societies and
denser demographies.
The climatic changes on the
northern Horn of Africa most likely
followed the general trend of moist
and dry fluctuations known from
northern Africa during the Holocene.
The available evidence suggests
that modern climatic and rainfall
conditions were established by the
second millennium BCE. A minor
humid pulse occurred between 500
BCE and 500 CE. The evolution
of cultures from late prehistory
has been clearly demonstrated in
the culture-history, and megalithic
elements can be understood in
line of social complexity that
emerged with the inhabiting of
the Eritreo-Sudanese borderland
by the Gash pastoral groups in the
Western lowlands during the late
third millennium B.C. Subsistence
patterns of pastoral economies
as well as agricultural production
emerged with the migration of these
groups to the region and evidence

from Agordat attests to a natural
habitat of Sorghum, a cultigen
domesticated by these groups, which
is used till present in the region
. Rock art sites of humped and
humpless cattle displaying different
styles, indeed, support pastoral
economy by late third millennium
B.C. The affinities of Agordat
sites to sites along the Nile also
needs to be understood at regional
level as evidence from burial sites
in the Nile provide evidence to
elaborate burial practices that set
the ground to formulate hypotheses
and investigate the tumuli structures
in western lowlands in a regional
scale. The presence of numerous
tumuli in the western lowlands
indicates a population complexity
and large burial mounds not only
attest to densities but also evolution
and elaboration of burial patterns.
Circular structures interpreted
as markings of pastoral routes
are indicative of the relationship
of subsistence to the landscape
and symbolically connote social
organization in pastoral economic
niche. Similarly, indications of
material culture dominated by
obsidian and linking settlements
in the Denakil Depression to the
Arabian Tihama and later to the
Eritreo-Sudanese borderland evince
settlement complexity which can
be understood not only in terms of
interregional trade but also by the
monumentality of the landscape.
In summary, the nature of

A column prepared in collaboration with the Eritrea’s culture and sports commission

megalithic elements in the western
lowlands of Eritrea and the Denakil
Depression need to be understood
in light of available regional data
amid lack of direct chronologies
from the burial sites. Reference to
sites in Eritreo-Sudanese lowlands
and the Arabian Tihama necessitate
association of dated sites in western
lowlands and trade materials from
the Denakil Depression in an
attempt to draw parallels.
It should be noted here that
megalithic elements can only be
understood in line with a complex
array of developments in the
Holocene
including
climatic
changes, rise of pastoral subsistence,
agricultural production as well
social complexities of inter-regional
exchange involving physiographic
niches in the northern Horn of
Africa and neighbouring Arabian
Tihama. The megalithic structures
and elements in Eritrea are at
present defined in what can be said
a rudimentary position, and relative
to regional contexts. Standing
in arid and savannah fringes of
the northern Horn of Africa, as
reminiscent of the region`s past
and lying at geographic as well as
cultural interfaces, both hybrids of
the elements from western lowlands
and the Denakil Depression, are
composed of elements pertaining
to the different ecological zones
bordering them, the EritreoSudanese borderland and Arabian
Tihama respectively.

Eritrea Profile , Wednesday, July 11, 2018

9

Vol 25 . No 38

Ethiopian Delegation - Sharing their thoughts
“Eritrean people have shown us how truly they love and respect
the Ethiopian people and above all their commitment to peace”
Sirak Habtemichael
An Ethiopian delegation led by
Dr. Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of
the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, has conducted
an historic visit to Eritrea and
returned home following a two-day
successful summit with President
Isaias Afwerki. Interview with
members of the delegation, Mr.
Workneh Gebeyehu, Ethiopian
Foreign Minister and Minister of
Office of Communication Affairs
of Ethiopia, Mr. Ahmed Shide
Mohammed follows.
Q: Mr. Workneh Gebeyehu,
welcome to Eritrea. How was the
public reception in the streets of

nations had lived in peace over the
past 20 years. I can only say that
we both lost precious decades of
brotherly developments in every
sector.
Q: So what will we expect in the
times to come?
A: The first thing is peace. Peace
has come and prevailed today. We
are lucky that both our peoples
are hard-working and I am sure
they would seize this opportunity
to compensate for what they have
missed over the past two decades.
On our part, I believe nothing can
stand on our way in undertaking
our tasks hand in hand both mutual
and international activities.
Q: Mr. Ahmed Shide, welcome
to Eritrea and thank you for your
time. How was the public reception
in the streets of Asmara?

Mr. Workneh Gebeyehu
Asmara? Was it anywhere close to
what you expected?
A: I cannot find the words
to describe what we have seen
today, even if I do it would be
understatement. I don’t think
anything like this could happen
anywhere else. It is like a family
reunion who have parted for two
decades. From what I have seen
on the faces of the people, it is not
something they did to welcome
a leader, but a genuine welcome
of love and peace. Not only the
popular enthusiasm, but I am not
even sure if I could express what I
have felt at the moment. These two
peoples missed each other a lot and
this historic event has opened the
door. I am glad that I am a part of
this delegation.

A: It was way beyond our
expectation. When we took off
from Addis Ababa Airport in the
morning, all we brought with us was
the hopes for peace, love and unity.
Hence, we were sure the public
welcome would be enthusiastic,
because both our peoples share
similar values and together we
could march towards development.
But the public welcome in the
hundreds of thousands that the
residents of Asmara accorded
to us was unbelievable and very
emotional at the same time. It was
a day that marked a new chapter in

in harmony with the people of
Ethiopia. We will take this message
and what we have seen here with
our own eyes to our people. This
popular welcome will also add
momentum to the lasting and
comprehensive peace agreements.
Indeed, we will toil hard to live
up to the expectation of both the
people of Eritrea and Ethiopia.
Q: These peace initiatives have
been taken after 20 long years.
How bad do you think has the past
20 years affected both peoples?
A: The impact was bad beyond
comparison. From what we have
seen in the streets of Asmara, we
have come to realize how eagerly
the people waited for this day to
happen. It shouldn’t have waited this
long. The Eritrean and Ethiopian
people have for centuries lived in
harmony and it is easy for them to
maintain this peace for the times to
come. Both our peoples have shown
us what they really want and as their
leaders, we need to facilitate the
ongoing peace process and work
hand in hand for the development
of both our nations. Reopening
Massawa-Asmara-Addis Ababa
road as well as Assab-Addis Ababa
road, including the promotion of
development programs along the
Ethiopia-Eritrea border is among

our priority tasks. The unfolding
developments will not only benefit
our peoples, but the entire Horn of
Africa region will be a part of these
developments.
Q: What message do you want
to convey to the people of Eritrea,
especially those who went out
to the streets to welcome your
arrival?
A: I would like to express my
sincere respect over the people of
Eritrea. They have shown us how
truly they love and respect the
Ethiopian people and above all
their commitment to peace. Hence,
I would like to take this opportunity
to express my gratitude to the people
of Eritrea. I was overwhelmed by

the popular welcome and I consider
myself a very lucky man to be a
part of the first delegation to set
foot in Eritrea after 20 years. I am
sure we all share similar feeling on
this matter.
Q: And what message do you
have to the people of Ethiopia?
A: We are here representing
our people and on behalf of all
Ethiopians we have witnessed the
genuine reflection of true love and
respect from the Eritrean people.
Conscious that both our brotherly
peoples need peace, we will take the
message with us and tell our people
that Eritreans are looking forward
to work for peace and development
alongside their Ethiopian brothers.

Tweet of the week

Mr. Ahmed Shide

Q: How do you express the
Eritrean people’s readiness for
peace?

the history of both nations. Every
single one of us was touched deep
and I am sure there was no one
who didn’t shed tears of joy for that
matter.

A: There is nothing that matches
peace. Imagine how far both
peoples would have gone if the two

What the residents of Asmara
did was a testimony to their love
for peace and longing to live

A tweet message that went viral eliciting over 234,000
responses and around 35,000 engagements
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reports. (Prints, binds and sends reports to relevant parties–
(Shareholders, GM and for the HOD’s that will participate in
the Board meeting).
Hitseito Street, No. 245, House No.40/42,Teravolo; P.O.Box 10688;
Tel.+291-1-153986; Asmara, Eritrea.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Asmara Mining Share Company (AMSC) invites qualified Eritrean
applicants for the following posts:

E) SECRETARY:
1. POSITION TITLE: Executive Secretary
2. CONTRACT TYPE: Two Years, renewable

4. PA (Personal Assistance) for the General Manager
4.1. Answering calls & handling queries, inventions etc.
4.2. Preparing response for (emails, letters and inventions).
4.3. Receive parcels, letters etc.
4.4. Assist the General manger when need arise.
5. Unique requirements / other information.
5.1. Carry out any other duties or instructions as requested by
the incumbent’s supervisor or manager.
6. REQUIRED QUALIFICATION: College Diploma in secretarial
science and office management or above.
7. KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE :
5 years or above relevant experience.

3. NUMBER REQUIRED: 1 (one)
4. PRIMARY FUNCTION
Provides executive assistance as required to Asmara Mining
Share Company Management; Board Directors, and the General
Manager
5. MAIN FUNCTIONS:
1. Planning
2. Implementation of daily functions
3. Reporting
4. PA (Personal assistance) to the General Manager
5. Unique requirements / other information.
TASK DESCRIPTION EXPANDED TO CORE
PERFORMANCE AREAS
1. Planning
1.1. Plan daily and weekly activities.
2. Implementation of daily functions
2.1. Respond to any requests for information and arranges
appointments for Asmara Mining Share Company
management, with relevant Government Offices, Customers
and Suppliers.
2.2. Liaise with the Asmara Mining Share Company lawyer
for any requests from Shareholders.
2.3. Assist with site visit arrangements.
2.4. Supervise the following staffs at the office:- Receptionist,
Cleaner; and Tea Provider.
2.5. Prepare and send out “weekly whereabouts” for GM,
HOD and Superintendents.
2.6. Issue unique document numbers for any outgoing letters.
2.7. Send daily production reports to Shareholders.
2.8. Send project progress photo’s to Shareholders.
2.9. Ensure the office of the General Manager is fully stocked
with stationery and office equipment.
2.10. Arrange and assist with concentrate/DSO shipment
information.
2.11. Process Eritrean sim-card applications for expatriate
employees.
2.12. Print, bind and send reports from different department to
the Ministries and Shareholders.
3. Reporting
3.1. Arranges Board Meetings and prepares the Board

8. SKILLS:
Technical Skills

Behavioural Skills

Computer Literacy (MS Office ,
Excel , PowerPoint– Advanced)

Communication (English and local
language)

Planning & scheduling

Interpersonal Relations

Attention to detail

Prioritizing skills & multi-skilling

Time Management

Ability to work towards strict
deadlines, High level of accuracy
Self-motivation
Confidentiality

9. GENERAL INFORMATION & REQUIRMENTS:
Place of Work: Asmara and Mine Sites near Asmara
Salary: As per company salary scale
10. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:N
Copy of documents indicating exemption from / completion of
national service must be submitted with application.
Testimonial documents of work experience and educational
qualifications along with a recently prepared CV must be
submitted with application.
Should be able to present copy of release letter from current
employer if accepted for the post.
All application documents will not be returned back to sender,
thus make sure to send only photocopy of documents.
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for an interview.
Closing date for application is 10 days from the date of
announcement.
Applications should be sent through the post office only.
Interested applicants should submit their application to the
following address:- Asmara Mining Share Company,
P.O.BOX 10688. Asmara, Eritrea.					
Note to non- Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to Aliens Employment Permit
Affairs, P.O.Box 7940. Asmara, Eritrea.
ONS
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3.2. Assist the Treasury and Budget Accountant with the
preparation of relevant section reports for month end.
4. Administration.
4.1.
Hitseito Street, No. 245, House No.40/42,Teravolo; P.O.Box 10688;
Tel.+291-1-153986; Asmara, Eritrea.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Asmara Mining Share Company (AMSC) invites qualified Eritrean
applicants for the following posts:

F) CASHIER

1. POSITION TITLE: Cashier & Receptionist
2. CONTRACT TYPE: Two Years, renewable
3. NUMBER REQUIRED: 1 (one)
4. PRIMARY FUNCTION:
Administer in country bank accounts, payments to local suppliers
and government offices, manage petty cash functions in the Asmara
Office in an accurate, secure and timely manner.
5. MAIN FUNCTIONS:
1. Cashier Transactions
2. Bank Account Administration
3. Month-end Transactions
4. Administration
5. Receptionist
TASK DESCRIPTION EXPANDED TO CORE
PERFORMANCE AREAS
1. Cashier Transactions
1.1. Issue reimbursements and advances against duly authorized
receipts and documents.
1.2. Responsible to count money in cash drawer at the
beginning of each day to ensure that amounts are correct
and that there are adequate funds available for the smooth
functioning of the Asmara office.
1.3. Ensure that all cash paid have the documentation to support
this.
1.4. Provide information on BMS cash handling policy,
procedure and process to be followed.
1.5. Ensure that all cash paid transactions are in line with the
audit requirements.
1.6. Calculate total payments and reconcile this with cash on
hand and the float balance.
1.7. Provide a running balance spreadsheet of amounts and
transactions.
1.8. Responsible to sort, count and wrap currency?
1.9. Compile and maintain reports and records on petty cash
transactions.
1.10. Administer payments to local suppliers and government
offices.
2. Bank Account Administration

2.1. Administer in-country bank accounts.
2.2. Provide a schedule to monitor payments made into account
and if these correspond with list of payments to be received.
2.3. Provide reconciliation report on all payments received.
3. Month-end Transactions
3.1.

Ensure that all petty cash transactions are recorded on the
Accounting System to ensure that reports used for Report
Writing will be accurate.

Responsible to ensure that all transaction documentation
relating to the function of this position are properly filed.
4.2. Co-ordinate FITS correspondence between Government
departments, vendors and suppliers, lawyers and auditors.
4.3. Ad hoc tasks as assigned by manager.
4.4. Welcomes visitors by greeting them, in person or on the
telephone; answering or referring inquiries. Directs visitors
by maintaining employee and department directories; giving
instructions. Maintains security by following procedures;
monitoring logbook; issuing visitor badges.				
6. REQUIRED QUALIFICATION: Grade 12 in Commerce.
Certificate in Business Administration or in Secretarial Science will
be an added advantage.							
7. KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE REQUIRED :
Minimum 2 years’ experience as a Cashier or Clerk works.
Knowledge of Book Keeping will be an advantage.
Knowledge of Accounting Software is desirable.
Experience in office administration will be an added advantage.
8. SKILLS:
Technical Skills

Behavioural Skills

Computer Literacy (MS Office –
Intermediate)

Communication (English and
local language)

Mathematical Ability

Assertiveness

Attention to detail

Interpersonal Relations

Analytical skill

Integrity

Accounting Principles

Ethical

Compliance to accounting standards

High level of accuracy

Trustworthy
9. GENERAL INFORMATION & REQUIRMENTS:
Place of Work: Asmara and Mine Sites near Asmara
Salary: As per company salary scale					
10. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:N
Copy of documents indicating exemption from / completion of
national service must be submitted with application.
Testimonial documents of work experience and educational
qualifications along with a recently prepared CV must be
submitted with application.
Should be able to present copy of release letter from current
employer if accepted for the post.
All application documents will not be returned back to sender,
thus make sure to send only photocopy of documents.
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for an interview.
Closing date for application is 10 days from the date of
announcement.
Applications should be sent through the post office only.
Interested applicants should submit their application to the
following address:- Asmara Mining Share Company,
P.O.BOX 10688. Asmara, Eritrea.
Note to non- Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to Aliens Employment Permit
Affairs, P.O.Box 7940. Asmara, Eritrea.
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Eri-Ethio Women Government Officials
Billion Temesghen

Sunday morning, the 8th of July, has been a historical day for Eritrea and Ethiopia. After a hearty official welcome, the Ethiopian delegation, led by the
Ethiopian Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, headed to the Presidential Palace in Asmara. The women government of both countries were sitting and
chatting around a table in the garden of the Presidential Palace, under the warm sun and soft breathe of Asmara, when they allowed me to interview them
in connection to the historic day of peace and love between the sisterly countries. Here follows their thoughts and messages of congratulations.

Minister Askalu Menkerios.
Mister of Tourism, Eritrea.
Congratulations on such a day
Minister.
Congratulations to us all. My wish
is that the world sees and accepts
that the only thing Eritreans yearn
for is peace. Both of us despise of
hatred and hurt. Moreover, Eritreans
have been always unwavering in the
stance of peace, liberty and respect.
In fact, respect and equality, is the
emblem of Eritreans no matter where
and what. The official welcoming
ceremony of Prime Minster Abiy and
his delegation has been incredible.
Eritreans gathered from all over the
city and vicinities have been out in
the avenues of our capital waving
flags of both Eritrea and Ethiopia out
of respect for the Prime Mister who
came with the news of acceptance of
peace. I am afraid my words won’t be
enough in expressing the atmosphere
of joy that is dominating Asmara.
And just like my people I also want
to sincerely welcome our Ethiopian
counterparts, our dear brothers and
sisters.
Like you said, Minister, peace,
liberty and respect have been
notions extremely dear to the people
of Eritrea. So much so, that heavy
prices have been made in order to
attain and sustain them. You were
a young freedom fighter and later
on advanced to several political
posts… from a young enthusiast
ready to die for freedom alongside
thousands of young Eritreans to a
political figure… You have seen it
all. What is the journey of Eritreans
towards peace?
I am an Eritrean. I never did
anything more than any other
Eritrean. Being Eritrean is a duty
we all fulfill to the maximum of our
human capacity. And so did I. It gives
me utmost pleasure to have walked
the journey “towards peace”, as you
call it. Eritreans never wanted war
and destruction. Our forefathers have
held great history in being adamant
for our country’s Independence and
our people’s unity foreseeing any
diversities. For sovereignty Eritrean
forefathers turned even to the UN.

Many called the Eritrean armed
struggle for Independence a rebellion
against the federation. But it was
not. It was a unique humanitarian
revolution in which Eritreans fought
for principles of freedom, equality
and respect. However, Eritrea has
been a victim of foreign policies and
mockeries to our own identity. The
armed struggle for Independence
and, later on, for sovereignty are
instances that demonstrate Eritrean
resilience. I hope “resilience” fits to
be the answer of the question you
just asked me.
Congratulations to the Eritrean and
Ethiopian people. I hope we jointly
move forward on a new chapter of
long-lasting love and understanding.
The last twenty years have greatly
harmed the Eritrean people and now
what I am wishing most for is peace
of mind, especially to Eritrean youth.
These young men and women who
welcomed the Ethiopian delegation
today, were children of five to six
years old when Eritrea was first
liberated. We promised them peace
and freedom when we thought
it was over in 1991.Instead, they
had to answer the call of National
Sovereignty selflessly giving their
youth and lives. But now I believe
it is really over. I want to dearly
thank the Eritrean youth for serving
its people through better and worst
with altruistic love. And I wish
for them a stable and bright future
so they can lead their lives to their
desires. Eritrea and Eritreans are
lucky to have a youth as rare as ours.
Congratulations!
Mrs. Keria Ibrahim. Speaker of
the House of Federation, Ethiopia.
Welcome to Eritrea. Do you feel
at home?
I feel very welcome and extremely
grateful to be here in Eritrea in the
warmth of our Eritrean brothers and
sisters. The longing and desire for
love were truly reflected in the way
Eritreans greeted us today. I didn’t
expect every Eritrean in Asmara to
be out in the streets to greet us. I
knew Eritrea’s culture is welcoming
but to actually be at the receiving end
of such honor feels different. Thank

Askalu Mekerios, Keria Ibrahim, Mufteriat Kamil, Fowzia Hashim
you for welcoming us with such
honor. It has been emotional since
the minute we landed. People run
alongside the motorcade we were in
for more than ten kilometers. Both
sides of the avenues were packed.
Praise and ovations came from every
corner and I am speechless. All I can
say is ‘thank you’.

of growth, peace and stability go to
the brotherly people of Eritrea and
Ethiopia.

Your Excellency, since the Prime
Minister’s answer for peace, what
have been the sentiments of the
Ethiopian people as regards to the
peace signing agreement which
has brought us all together on this
historic day?

Similar to what my colleagues have
been saying, I am, too, exceedingly
happy and proud to be witnessing a
day we Eritreans have been awaiting
for long. I believe households were
empty this morning. From the airport
to the center of the city there wasn’t a
spot that wasn’t crowded. And such
a day seemed so far not long ago
due to interference of all kinds that
prevented Eritrea from full filling its
ambitions of self-drive, development
and regional harmony.

Today’s event has taught me, us,
that the people of Eritrea and Ethiopia
shouldn’t be separated. There is so
much love amongst them. Today
is a remarkable day. The welcome
we received today shows that the
Eritrean people has been eagerly
looking forward to this day. And the
reaction of the Ethiopian people to
Prime Minister, Abiy Admed’s news
of readiness to peace agreements
was also emotional. Therefore these
two people shouldn’t have been
even separated for ten minutes let
alone twenty years. We learned that
the outcome of twenty years long
segregation was a big mistake and
that the war was a huge mistake that
required heavy and heartbreaking
prices from both the Eritrean and
Ethiopian people. There is no good
that comes from war and hatred. H.E
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s stance
on this has brightened the hearts of
Ethiopians and the willingness of
Eritrea, followed by the invitation
of H.E President Isaias Afwerki, has
made this day possible. My wishes

Minster Fowzia Hashim. Minister
of Justice, Eritrea. How do you feel
about being part of this historic
day in the history of Eritrea and
Ethiopia?

Speaking on grounds of lawful
directives, how would you explain
the Eritrean people’s awareness on
the conflict between Ethiopia and
Eritrea?
The uncalled for “interferences”
witnessed as the conflicts between
Ethiopia and Eritrea evolved were
secondary agents that created a gap
of segregation between the two
countries. Had there been integrity
and respect of mutual principles and
agendas, maybe, it wouldn’t have
taken twenty years for these people to
reunite again. However, things have
turned for a better future now. With
mutual consideration and esteem,
I am, like all Eritreans, certain that
both countries will console each other
in a future of shared compassion and
brotherhood.

If I am to tell you about law’s
awareness and practices, I am to
appreciate the Eritrean community
for owning great knowledge of law
and its practices. It is incontestable
truth that our forefathers understood
their lawful right of self-rule on their
lawful proper land and fought for it
for the people to live in it in harmony
beyond any cultural and religious
differences. Close to two centuries
later, now, still the awareness is there
and self-control to abide by law is
unparalleled.
I hope the future of Eritrea and
Ethiopia brings stability to the Horn
of Africa. There is a lesson for
young Eritreans to learn from their
forefathers and mothers.
Ms. Mufteriat Kamil, Speaker
of the House of Peoples’
Representative, Ethiopia.
Welcome to Eritrea. Can you say
something about this historic day?
It has truly been a remarkable
day both for the Eritrean and the
Ethiopian people. The welcoming
ceremony we were received by
today shows the respect the Eritrean
people have for the Ethiopian people.
Being part of such regard makes
me feel proud to have such loving
neighbors. The Ethiopian Prime
Minister, H.E Dr. Abiy Ahmed, has
been looking forward to this day and
the response of Eritrea’s President,
H.E Isaias Afwerki, has welcomed it
sincerely. And so here we are today
representing message of love from
the Ethiopian people, which has
been received with utmost respect by
the Eritrean people. My experience
today in Eritrea has been exceptional
and exceedingly unique.
From your point of view what
does the future look like for the
people of Eritrea and Ethiopia?
These two people are people that
love each other. The suffering that
came out of these past years has
hurt them greatly. I am most certain
that our leaders’ talks and desires
for love and peace will lead both of
the people to economic and social
development. Our future will be of
peace, growth and democracy.

