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Eritrean Cabinet of Ministers Holds Meeting

The Eritrean Cabinet of
Ministers held a regular meeting
on July 07 at State House.

on research and for the culture
of work and productivity to be
developed.

The meeting heard reports by
the Ministry of Local Government
pertaining to the reshaping of
zonal administrations and mapped
out development projects.

In connection with the Finance
Ministry, the Ministerial Cabinet
discussed the process underway
to readjust fiscal and monetary
policies. The Cabinet also
discussed on the need to narrow
the gap between income and
expenses, strengthening tax
collection and control on revenue
generation activities. It also
discussed the implementation of

Following a report by the
Ministry of Local Government, the
Ministerial Cabinet underscored
the significance of integrated
effort for the implementation of

development programs.
The Cabinet also underlined
the need for all activities in the
development zones to be based

the regulations and guidelines
vis-à-vis
their
contribution
in
promoting
development
endeavors.
The Ministerial Cabinet further

charted by the ministry. Moreover
the Ministerial Cabinet called for
developing public awareness in
following bank procedures.
In connection with the
organizational chart devised by
the Ministry of Education and the
Commission of Higher Education
as well as the outcome of the
National School Leaving Exam
of 2017, the Cabinet of Ministers
discussed efforts underway to
develop the ministry’s human
resource to ensure equitable

conducted discussion on the
activities of the Finance Ministry
on raising revenue without
affecting
the
development
programs as well as the activities

Asmara Inscribed on UNESCO World Heritage List
At the 41st Session of the World
Heritage Committee on 7 July in
Karkow, Poland, in which President
Andrzej Duda of Poland, Irene
Bokova, UNESCO Director General,
Ministers and high-level officials
and over 1,000 governmental and
non-governmental representatives
took part, Asmara was inscribed on
UNESCO World Heritage list.
Representing Eritrean, Ms. Hanna
Simon, Eritrea’s Ambassador
to
France
and
Permanent
Representative to UNESCO, stated
that the inscription of Asmara city on
the UNESCO World Heritage List is
a symbol of pride and achievement
for the Eritrean people.
Asmara’s inscription on the World
Heritage List for its outstanding

modernist art-deco, at least some
15 historical architectures as well as
urban planning and its exceptional
testimony of the universal aspiration
for and attainment of national selfdetermination goes beyond pursuing
international recognition for its
cultural assets.
The
Eritrean
government
delegation headed by Ambassador
Hanna, Eng. Tesfalem Woldemichael
Head of technical department in
the Central region, Eng. Medhanie
Teklemaryam, Co-ordinator of the
Asmara Heritage Project, Mr. Yared
Tesfai, Director of Media Affairs at
the Eritrean Embassy in the UK and
Ireland, and Dr. Edward Denison,
researcher on Asmara Heritage
Project, are participating at the 41st
Session of the World Heritage

Committee in the Polish city of
Krakow from 2-12 July.
It is to be recalled that in December
2016, the Asmara Heritage Project
(AHP) won the Royal Institute
of British Architectures (RIBA)
President’s Medal for Research, an
exceptional honor and testimony on
the world class standard of research
conducted by the AHP in preparation
for the nomination of “Asmara:
Africa’s Modernist City” as a world
heritage site.
The inscription of Asmara on the
World Heritage List would promote
Eritrea’s stature in the domain of
tourism.
A total of 1,053 world heritage
sites from 165 countries have been
inscribed in the UNESCO World
Heritage List until July 2017 and that
815 of them are cultural, 203 natural
and 35 a combination of both.
The World Heritage Sites of
which 499 are located in Europe and
America, 247 in Asia and Pacific,
138 in Latin America and the
Caribbean, 90 in Africa and 81 in the
Arab countries.

educational opportunity to all
citizens, to strengthen vocational
education and to reinforce
the capacity of students and
teachers.

The meeting went on to discuss
the progress as regards revising
the educational system at the preschool, Elementary and Junior
levels, in addition to vocational,
technical and institutions of higher
learning. It further recommended
the identification of positive
aspects and shortcomings on the
part of teachers and students at
all levels of education.
The
Ministerial
Cabinet
concluded its one-day meeting
by hearing a presentation by

President Isaias Afwerki and
conducting extensive discussion
on the regarding current regional
and global developments and the
Eritrean Government’s stance.

440 Students Graduate from
Hamelmalo College of Agriculture

A total of 440 students out of
whom 50% are females have
graduated
from
Hamelmalo
College of Agriculture in degree
and diploma.
236 graduated with degree
and 204 with diploma in the
fields of Agricultural Economics,
Agricultural
Engineering,
Horticulture, Agronomy, Land
Resources and Environment,
Animal Science and Veterinary
Science.
Mr. Semere Amlesom, Dean
of the College, explained that
the 10th commencement attests
to achievements since the
establishment of the College. He

further noted that, the College
is significantly contributing in
producing professionals who would
play a leading role in transforming
the traditional pattern of farming
into modern one. Mr. Semere also
called on the graduates to play
active role in the efforts to ensure
food security.
Also addressing the graduates,
Mr. Arefaine Berhe, Minister
of Agriculture, called on the
graduates to live up to the nation’s
expectation.
Hamelmalo
College
of
Agriculture has so far graduated 43
students in Masters, 1,742 in first
Degree and 2,050 in Diploma.
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“The Mistake is that we don’t appreciate
Eritrean Made Products”
Mela Ghebremedhin
“At independence, I wanted
to do something by myself in
my hometown”, said Samuel
Menghsteab, a father of six and
owner of Dembe Menghsteab
(DM) Factory located in
Dekemhare. With hard work
and determination, this former
freedom fighter managed to start
his factory in his native town.
At home, his family parcel is
immense and allowed him to
install high quality machineries.
“It’s kind of a revenge and in
memory of my parents that I
wanted to be at home and try to be
self-reliant as it is the vision we
fought for”, he added. Samuel’s
childhood wasn’t an easy one.
During the time of Ethiopian
occupation, he witnessed the
killing of his parents by Ethiopian
soldiers. It was devastating for
this young boy at that time as
he had to sustain himself and his
sister from young age. He decided
to bury his parents in their garden
to keep them close to him. Later
on, he decided to join the front.
At independence, he quickly
figured out the benefits of his
town, Dekemhare, as having
high potential for tiles and bricks
making due to the abundance of
raw materials -sands and stones.
As a result, Samuel established
his factory, DM, in 1996. When
I asked Samuel how he learned
about the business, he said that

Dekemhare’s easy link to the
capital, Asmara.

©MOI/AmareshXegay/
May 2017
Samuel Menghsteab, owner of DM
Company, showing his business

he actually didn’t have specific
knowledge about it but he
learned on the job. He also saw
the benefits of the raw materials
available in his region. In fact,

more and with less time both for
indoor and outdoor tiles and other
products”, he proudly said.

“I started at low scale and
slowly grew up”, Samuel said
while we walked around his
immense parcel. Through time,
DM factory gained reputation
and contracts flew from all over
the country including Massawa,
the Anseba region, Southern and
Central regions. “As demands
increased we moved towards
industrial production”, he added.
This entrepreneur managed to
bring his production capacity up
to 2000 tiles per day in addition
to producing bricks and cemented
blocks.

Samuel’s business continued
to grow in reputation allowing
him to work with government
institutions in providing materials
for building asphalted roads
and side-walks in Dekemhare,
schools in Nakfa and hospitals.
The outdoor bricks and tiles
used at Asmara Palace Hotel
or Sembelino Club in Asmara
were made by DM. The factory
buys the stones, gravels and
granite from Segen Construction
Company and transforms them
into tiles and bricks.
In his factory, Samuel can
produce different types and
sizes of tiles. It was a first in the
country where the 20cm square
was available. “Before, if one
wanted to order bigger size, it
had to be made manually, but
with my machineries we can
produce sizes up to 50cm square”,
the owner added. Digitalizing
his method of production has
made the production of bricks
and tiles faster and the burden
of employees lighter. Besides,
to make his business function
effectively, Samuel installed his
own transformer and a generator
according to the health and
safety regulations following
an agreement reached with the
concerned Ministry.
“If you have the good
equipment, raw materials, good

With his welcoming family,
Samuel showed me around
and explained to me how the

©MOI/Amaresh Xegay/May 2017

View of some of the heavy machineries at DM Factory in Dekemhare
the owner was right. During the
Italian colonial time Dekemhare
and its surroundings were
chosen for such type of business
because of the raw materials and

machineries were changed through
time. In 2005, he bought new
machineries from China allowing
to move towards a digitalized
method. “I can produce much
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Some of DM factory products displayed

timing, monitoring and quality
control, then you can only be
successful”, Samuel said. Indeed,
being meticulous and always
ensuring good quality are what
made DM one of the best factories
in the country and, especially in
the subzone of Dekemhare. As
a matter of fact, the Ministry of
Trade and Industry gave Samuel
the quality control certificate
level A for his products whereas
the average in the subzone is C.
Samuel’s products go through
strict production line making
them competitive in local markets.
Unfortunately, many Eritreans
often
perceived
imported
products as better than their local
counterparts. “Many start to buy
ceramics from Dubai or Sudan”,
Samuel said. Cheaper products are
surely influencing. But in terms of
longevity, DM’s products cannot
be surpassed. “While we have all
the raw materials in our hands,
we, Eritreans, make the mistake
of looking outside and we don’t
appreciate Eritrean made goods”.
Hence, with the economic
hardship in the country, DM
Company is also suffering and,
as a result, 25% of Samuel’s
income are now coming from
quite a different sector of activity.
“I just bought a cow in 1998 for
my family’s consumption”, he
said. As Samuel witnessed the
economic difficulty, he then
decided to increase the number of
cows and make some profits. He
now has about 35 cattle and 4 full
time employees. “I didn’t realize
it at the beginning but it’s always
important to diversify”, he added.
With his great parcel, Samuel
managed to install modern dairy
farm at home. He became a
member of the milk producing
cooperative and produces up to
200liters of milk per day which
mostly is sold to Azieb’s cheese
production factory in Dubarwa.
As being well-known for his
production of bricks, tiles and
other products, Samuel is also
known in the region as one of the
major milk producers. Samuel’s
aims to increase his production
and upgrade his business in the
near future and hopes to one day
pass on the torch of hard work to
his children.
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Asmara in the World Heritage List: Between the
Realities of Nomination and Beyond
Abraham Zerai
Throughout the world, there are
cultural and natural heritage sites
that are considered to have special
importance to humankind. Among
these sites, some are considered to
be of outstanding value to humanity.
A site becomes a World Heritage site
when it is inscribed onto the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and
Cultural
Organization’s
(UNESCO) World Heritage List
for its outstanding universal value.
The Outstanding universal value
means a cultural and/or natural
significance which is so exceptional
as to transcend national boundaries
and become commonly important
for present and future generations of
all humanity.
July 8, 2017 will be remembered
as a historic day in the Eritrean
Calendar as the city of Asmara was
inscribed on the World Heritage
List following a decision by the
41st meeting of the World Heritage
Committee. News beamed from
Krakow, Poland, created euphoric
moments among Eritreans. With
the decision Asmara has joined the
likes of the Old City of Hebron in
the World Heritage List, UNESCO´s
inventory celebrating world´s unique
testimony of human creative genius
embraced in cultural heritages. The
task of inscribing heritage sites
has long become a crusade for
many countries in the World as the
technicalities and decisions of the
World Heritage Committee often
reflected disparities and, sometimes,
cultural prejudices. Italy, France and
Spain, for instance, have more sites
than the whole of Africa.
Three years and a half passed
preparing the Nomination Dossier
for the Asmara Heritage Property and
almost a year elapsed in the course
of the evaluation process, to arrive at
its final inscription. The inscription
of Asmara as “Africa´s modernist
city” in the World Heritage List
further needs understanding of the
Property in context of UNESCO´s
criteria and humanity´s cherished
values of heritage.

The built environment, to use the
lexicon from ICOMOS, encompasses
groups of separate or connected
buildings which, because of their
architecture, their homogeneity or
their place in the landscape, are of
outstanding universal value from
the point of view of history, art or
science.
Modern thinkers, from Nietzsche
to Benjamin, Heidegger and Cesare
Brandi have referred to the idea that
- instead of a mimesis (i.e. imitation
of nature) - works of art are produced
through a creative process, which
gives specificity to each object.
Asmara was ideal blank canvas by
the turn of the 19th century on which
Italian architects could practice
and realize these modern ideals in
instilling global encounters with
modernity.
The physical and social context
of Asmara is phenomologically
unmatched in the world. Nowhere
are there such a large number of
buildings designed and built in
Modernist style in a single urban
context. Nowhere does a complete
colonial urban master plan from the
early twentieth century still exists
without alteration in the twenty-first
century. Nowhere in Africa has a
country actively sought to maintain,
conserve and adapt a colonial legacy
due to the value of its components
and the charm of its wholeness.
In the early twentieth century,
Asmara represented little more
than a tiny highland village, which
grew incrementally to become a
well-established town by the 1920s
and 1930s. The fast transformation
of Asmara from a relatively minor
town into Africa’s most modern

and sophisticated city at that time
overlapped with equally momentous
events in the world of design and
architecture, which involved the
global proliferation of Modernism
and its various forms, including
Futurism, Rationalism, Novecento,
and Art Deco. The spirit of the new
age of travel and adventure was
embodied in these architectural
forms. From 1935 to 1941, thousands
of buildings were constructed in the
city, most of which reflect various
Modernist styles and some of which
represent unique architectural
forms celebrating technological
innovations of the age. In a nutshell,
the spectrum of architectural
ensembles encapsulated phases of
development in styles ushered by the
Neo-classic ideas in the 1920s and the
Futurist perspectives by the 1930s.
The architectural heritage of Asmara
represents the highest concentration
of Modernist architecture anywhere
in the world. Nowhere else is there
a city comprised almost entirely of
Modernist buildings constructed in
the 1930s, with so little subsequent
development to detract from the
original urban plan, and so many
examples of genuine Modernist
buildings in their original state.
The planning and design of a
complete urban layout based on
racially prejudiced principles and
the segregation of urban spaces
according to function and ethnicity
is a uniquely colonial model, adapted
by the Italians for this particular
circumstance.
The
complete
preservation of this physical model is
unique and provides an opportunity
for experts to observe firsthand
the results of urban planners and

the endeavor of colonial architects
during the early twentieth century.
However, despite odious political
and economic motivation of its
creators, Asmara has evolved into an
extraordinary functional and pleasant
urban environment encompassing
old age traditions with modern
amenities over the centuries. The
rise of modernism and its global
dissemination coupled with the

conceptual and material zenith might
be considered the central facets of
European colonialism.
Yet, the tendency to manifest
exploitative processes and western
values in the guise of the built
environment are only partial
interpretations as far as global
encounters with modernity are

continued on page 6

Asmara – Africa’s Modernist City
Turning a historical page
A charming quiet city comes of age
Asmara is listed as a World Heritage
Come, visit, and discover a cultural stage.
Asmara outlived extended unjust subjugation
Colonisation, federation, annexation, occupation
Balancing integrity with measured integration
Valiant and dignified, without hesitation.
Arba’te’s women seeking friendship and peace
Met four feuding Chiefs each with her piece
Cemented ties with her eloquent pleas
Asmara, named to honour Arba’te women’s potency.
Cutting edge design in futuristic architecture
Experimental and pioneering infrastructure
Built to suit Italian love for life, style and nurture
Alas, the Campo Cintato is their exclusive enclosure.
Ambitious colonial utopia was shortly crushed
Asmara emerged tall, free, not embittered
From long years of hurt unbridled
To own, live in, and to restore the fractured.
Asmara evolves to embrace her iconic facade
To merge and to manage the human complexity inside
To include, not exclude or leave anyone aside
Nor to forget memories when elders were dehumanised.
World Heritage inscription is not in tribute, nor to venerate
It is for Asmara to lead, educate and celebrate
A positive message that heritage can regenerate
And be the bridge joining local and global in aggregate.
Asmara, the African city of culture and stature
Clean, artistic, pretty as a picture
Leaving bygones to stand in upright posture
A milestone reached; now on the next phase to a bright future.
Seble Ephrem
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Summer nights and City Lights!

Natnael Yebio W.

Days of rain and wild roses,
typical summer, after the breathless
spell of hot weather and sunshine,
the showers are inevitable. Although
some have been gently summery –
good growing weather, as gardeners
say – many have been epic
downpours, looming like fantastical
cities of cloud, bursting into
tempests, thunder and lightning, cats
and dogs, stair-rods, flash floods.
In a country like Eritrea where
the dark clouds come to pour their
blessings on parched lands once
in a year, rainwater a precious
commodity.They come accompanied
by thunder and lightning and water
the highlands mainly during the
three months of June, July and
August. Indeed, the eagerness with
which people wait for the rains to
come around transcends human
understanding.
Sometimes the whole Asmara
spectacle comes and goes in
minutes, fascinatingly local when
a kilometer or two down the road
remains bone dry. The weather feels
personal, purging, and inside the
storms is another, existential world.
Or that’s how it felt, broken down
on the motorway. Mercifully, I was
in a cofee shop, even lucky enough
to have a seat by the windows and
once the rain started it was hard not
to glance through the windows and
enjoy the rain pouring down, even
have a laugh here and there at the
expense of the ones caught in the rain
outside. I had been lucky enough to
experience the phenomena that have
dominated discussion hours at home,
work places, bus and taxi stops, and

even the simplest of walks with
friends.

a drive to Massawa through the
Filfil Solomuna road. A must visit
destination during the summer.
Massawa, Dahlak Islands, and
Adulis are among many places to
visit during your stay in the shores
of the Northern Red-Sea.

“Did you enjoy the rain, last
night?” asks one friend.
“Heavenly, it is like the world was
being cleansed and being rid of all
sins.” replies the other.

Keren is also another wonder to
visit while in Eritrea. The scenery
along the road to keren are tempting
enough for you to stop here and
there to take pictures. The famous
‘Libi Tigray’ road is something to
see and enjoy. Mind you, it is not for
the fainthearted. The big Elabered
garden is also a spot to stop at and
see, whilst managing to buy oranges
and bananas for the road.

“I hate the rain, kept me awake
the whole night!” jumps into the
conversation the third, of course.
There is definitely always one
person who hates all things good.
And if it doesn’t rain as early as
it should, then it is our fault, say the
elderly. You see, a lot of Eritreans
associate rain with the community’s
religious performance for that year.
If the floodgates of heaven are
closed, it is because of our sins. Let
us love one another and do good
deeds.
Every summer my grandmother
complains about the inequities
of society at large. Once during
our endless chats I said that she
should brace herself for a very wet
summer.
“Who said it will rain?” she
asked.
“Our weather bureau, of course,”
I said blithely.
“That is the problem,” she sighed.
“Trying to play God and predict
rains.”
“Well, don’t we in our tradition
say that if the wind blows from the
sea, or if the moon comes out a halo

at night, there would be good rains?”
I said.
“Yes” she admitted.
“What
the
meteorologists
are saying is no more different
from what our wise forefathers
used to say in the past,” I
explained. “The only difference
is that modern meteorologists use
scientific instruments while our
forefathers resorted to accumulated
experience.”
Grandparents past 80 don’t want
to listen to reason.
Anyway, jokes aside, summer
in Eritrea is something to enjoy,
for everybody of all age. That old
cliché about Christmas being the
most ‘magical’ time of the year
never quite rang true with me. It was
always summer. School’s out, cities
empty and are somewhat reclaimed
by locals who happily indulge
themselves by visiting typically
touristy hotspots, kids are out doors,
playing all kinds of summer games.
I really love summer! And this
year we get to enjoy 92 days of
summer. As a child I impatiently
waited for school to end. I couldn’t
wait for homework-free, long, hot
days hanging outside with friends
playing soccer all day, reading
books, riding my bike, looking for
the next fun thing to do with friends
and family. Often I just enjoyed
doing nothing. Now, as an adult, I
haven’t changed that much. I count

the days to summer. I sleep a little
longer, sneak out of work and grab
a macchiato with a friend and still I
try to make time as much as possible
just to play soccer in the mud. At
times, there are summer days where
I long to do nothing but enjoy the
day and evening immersed in a
good book.
There are quite a lot of things to
do during the summer in Eritrea. To
begin with there are the festivals!
The first starts in Sawa, with the
graduation of the current round
of students who had been in Sawa
for the previous 10 months, if you
have been lucky enough to get a
ticket to the festival; then, you’ll
surely know the spectacle and
experience that comes with visiting
the place. The second is of course a
much bigger affair and it is usually
held in Asmara’s expo compound
under different themes each year;
this signifies Eritrea’s social &
cultural harmony, as all nine ethnic
groups found in Eritrea come with
in close proximity of each other
for two weeks’ time and share their
traditions with the good people of
Eritrean locals and Diaspora visitors
as well as foreigners from different
nations. Both of these festivals have
something so rare that can’t be found
in other parts of the world.
Beyond the festivals, there are
different places to visit in Eritrea.
Eritrea is one of the few places
around the globe that enjoys three
seasons in two hours’ drive. In fact,
any one could experience this, on

There is just something magical
about this particular season it would
be a waste if you don’t visit one of the
places mentioned. Summer days are
long and beautiful. The sun shines
often. People are typically happier,
calmer, more open, which makes
taking a vacation even sweeter and
pleasant.
Back in Asmara, in the capital
nick named ‘Piccolo Rome’ you get
to enjoy the passagio, taking a stroll
down Harnet avenue in the early
evenings, under the city lights, the
lively Asmarino youngsters are out
and about catching up with friends
from abroad and frequenting all the
hotspots around town. Not only that,
but the early mornings are to die
for, breakfast at Bar Royal, Dolce
Vita or Asmara sweet caffe, a cup
of macchiato in hand, with a pastry
every pastry chef in Florence would
be proud of. A little advice, make
sure to get a seat by the window. For
lunch perhaps visit Albergo Italia;
get a seat outside, the fresh breeze
of summer wind is an appetizer. If
you are more of an indoor person,
there are so many places to go grab
lunch, Asmara Palace, Roof Garden,
Lion, Alaskala, Niyala, Alsikomoro
and so many others. For dinner, the
summer nights provide a certain je
ne se quoi of weather; perhaps have
a little cookout at your house, have a
couple of friends and relatives over
and enjoy the starry night.
A certain writer once said, “Life is
full of beauty. Notice it. Notice the
bumble bee, the small child, and the
smiling faces. Smell the rain, and
feel the wind. Live your life to the
fullest potential, and fight for your
dreams.” I would like to think,
summer gives you that chance.
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Eritrea’s Victory in the Battle of Diplomacy
The Horn of Africa, one of the
world’s most unstable regions, has
experienced great shifts in recent
times. Peace and stability were long
out of sight and mind, while threats
and dangers were persistent clouds
that rained fresh misery. In recent
years, thousands have migrated
from the region, while hungry and
angry Ethiopians have maintained
massive
anti-government
demonstrations that laid bare
the shortcomings of the EPRDF.
Somalia, a failed state, continues to
be a laughing stock of the so called
“peacekeeping force,” Al Shebab,
and the Ethiopian invading army.
Djibouti continues to be the resting
place for the militaries of the great
powers, while the youngest nation,
South Sudan, has become a scene
of butchery and a playing field of
dirty politics. Meanwhile, Sudan is
beleaguered by internal dissidence
while Yemen is in the midst of
crisis.
In contrast, we find a different
image - that of Eritrea. Eritrea has
long been branded as a “spoiler,” the
“North Korea of Africa,” a “giant
slave camp,” “Africa’s fastest
emptying country,” the “cursed
land,” “Africa’s most secretive
and repressive state,” and the
“hermit kingdom” by mainstream
media and other entities. However,
despite the numerous inaccurate
and exaggerated “titles,” Eritrea
preserves peace and has shown
surprising developments both
domestically and internationally.
The astonishing developments that
have occurred in Eritrea reflect how
much the country is determined
to manage the timely problems
and to throw off the isolationist
label for positive and constructive
engagement. Bronwyn Bruton,
deputy director of the Africa
Center, in her article “Eritrea:
Coming In from the Cold” (2016:
5) has suggested that “the United
States cannot afford to continue its
policy of isolating Eritrea.
Despite the continued approach
of smearing Eritrea with derogative
labels and defamations, the country’s
pragmatic domestic policy and
positive diplomatic engagements
have enabled it to become a
potentially effective partner in
many fields of cooperation. Eritrea
was forced to deal with many
economic, political, diplomatic
and military issues in ways few
other countries have had to. These
conspiring barriers and webs are
designed to put Eritrea in custody

and finally suffocate it. The multifaceted hurdles established to trap
Eritrea were intolerable and unjust
by any standard; however, Eritrea
has slowly cast off the chains.
There is a saying that “diplomacy
is a continuation of war by other
means.” Likewise, when the
military adventure undertaken by
Ethiopia against Eritrea failed to
bring about regime change in the
latter, the historical enemies of the
people of Eritrea were forced to
adopt a new tactic of subjugation
– isolation of Eritrea. The policy
of isolating and disconnecting
Eritrea diplomatically was frist
experimented shortly after the
war was concluded by the Algiers
Peace Agreement.
Ethiopia,
Sudan and Yemen made a trilateral
pact to encircle and strangulate
Eritrea while Ethiopia and the US
used the African Union, based
in Addis Ababa, to campaign
against and further alienate Eritrea.
The objective was clear and
simple: to bring about economic
suffocation and ultimately end
Eritrean resistance. Many regional
organizations were used to
condemn Eritrea to legitimate the
demonization and isolation of the

young, low-income, developing,
but self reliant, country.
The historical enemies of the
people of Eritrea have turned
to an array of means in order to
smother Eritrea. They worked
hard to include Eritrea in a list of
countries sponsoring and training
terrorism. They desperately sought
to restrict the 2% rehabilitation and
reconstruction tax that Eritreans
in the Diaspora willingly and
voluntarily pay to their country.
Unable to comprehend the secret
of sustenance of Eritrea they were
in frenzy and found themselves in
desperation.
In 2009, at Washington’s order,
Eritrea was punished wrongly by
the unjust rod of the UNSC. In this
case, history was repeating itself.
The UNSC imposed unjust, unfair
sanctions based on fabrications.
Eritrea was accused of supporting
Al Shebab and the United Nations
Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring
Group (UNSEMG) was established
to investigate and “validate the
deceitful accusation.” However,
years of examination and scrutiny
by the UNSEMG have yielded no
evidence and found no trace of

any kind Eritrean support for Al
Shebab.
Campaigns to frighten Eritrea
and make it kneel down did not
stop there. The desperation of those
working against Eritrea increases
with the perseverance of the people
of Eritrea. As a reflection of their
nervousness, additional campaigns
continued in escalating mode.
Again under pressure from the US,
in 2011, the UN passed Resolution
2023. Historically, the US has
always punished Eritrea, imposing
“Federation” with Ethiopia in
1950 and keeping silent when the
federal agreement was unilaterally
abrogated by Ethiopia to annex
Eritrea in 1962. US hostility to
Eritrea did not alter even in the
context of the Cold War. Sadly
this ugly historical track record
of the US was reinvigorated both
during and after the so called
“border conflict” with Ethiopia.
The US helped Ethiopia during
the war and employed different
methods of diplomatic games to
block the implementation of the
“final and binding” EEBC verdict.
The US was the principal architect,
guarantor and patron of the Algiers
Peace Agreement.
The diplomatic ventures of
Eritrea, crossing the high tide of
hostilities, reach wherever Eritrea’s
national interest resides. Despite
the repeated betrayals by the
international community, Eritrea
has consistently adhered to the
rule of law and called for justice.
The unity, determination, strength
and perseverance of the people of
Eritrea and the pursuit of meticulous
diplomacy have dissipated the
diabolic agenda of those working

Disclaimer: articles published in this column do not reflect the stance or opinion of Eritrea Profile

against the country. The issue of
human rights and the shedding of
crocodile tears were also carefully
employed to legitimate an assault
against Eritrea…but to no avail.
Eritrea’s
diplomatic
achievements are the fruit of the
people’s dedication, hard-work
and perseverance. Few countries
on earth, living inside and outside
of Eritrea, have the number of
ambassadors that Eritrea have
on foreign lands (i.e. citizen
ambassadors). The government’s
diplomacy is reinforced by its
people. Eritreans in the Diaspora
have engaged proactively to
advance the diplomatic moves
undertaken by the government.
Last month, with the exception
of the US, all permanent and non
permanent members of the UNSC,
including Russia and China, openly
objected to the unjust sanctions
imposed on Eritrea. In terms of
investment, Eritrea continues to
attract foreign direct investment
(FDI) in mining, fishing,
construction, tourism, and other
rewarding sectors. Eritrea has also
developed bilateral and multilateral
economic agreements with the
European Union, UN, China,
Middle East countries, Egypt and
many other African countries,
Russia, India, Japan, and others.
Now, Eritrea is positioned in a
better place upon the international
stage. The diplomatic course
of Eritrea, guided by principle
and known for its peaceful and
cooperative approach, has cleared
the path through which the country
can gallop to reach its destination.
So Eritrea is out of the cold by
its active diplomacy and the
perseverance and dedication of
its gallant people. President Isaias
Afewerki once said that “Black
color is black and white will
remain white. It’s impossible to
change these colors in the name of
politics and diplomacy (interview
with Eritrea Center for Strategic
Studies 2011)”. Likewise, there is
no force on Earth that can disrupt
the true nature and picture of
Eritrea. Eritrea’s idea of diplomacy
is showing honorable strength,
on the one hand, and negotiable
skill on the other. In combination,
these work to maintain the national
interest and dignity of Eritrea.
Simon Weldemichael
Adi Keih College of Arts and
Social Sciences
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Sudanese Club – Asmara
An Arabic English & Tigrinia Language courses will start at the Sudanese club
Fees for English & Tigrinia Language: 1,000 Nakfa (2 Month)
Fees for Arabic Language: 200 Nakfa (2 Month)
Place of Registration: Reception of the Embassy of Sudan @ the normal office hours
From: 9:00 – 16:00 Monday – Friday
For Further information please dial on: 115546

Press Release
The Delegation of the European Union to the State of Eritrea celebrates
the inscription of Asmara in the UNESCO World Heritage List
The EU, in the framework of its programme for Local Authorities, is supporting the city of Asmara in the preservation of its unique
architectural and historical sites.
The Delegation of the European Union
to the State of Eritrea congratulates
the State of Eritrea, the Zoba Maekel
and the Municipality of Asmara for the
inscription of Asmara in the UNESCO
World Heritage List. The EU is pleased
to cooperate with the Asmara Heritage
Project (AHP) for the conservation of the
city’s architectural heritage.
Through the EU’s programme for
Local Authorities the EU is supporting
the Asmara Heritage Project, part of the
Department of Public Works Development
of the Central Region Administration
(Zoba Maekel), in the implementation
of the project: “Capacity building for
safeguarding Asmara’s historic urban
environment”.
“Cultural heritage is an essential part
of our European identity - the declaration
adopted by the World Heritage Committee
in Poland on 08 July recognises and
celebrates its importance. Cultural
heritage is not only a means to understand
the past, but also an initiative to ensure
that Asmara’s heritage is treasured
and protected for future generations,
while also benefitting local communities

through increased visits and tourism. I
would like to thank the Asmara Heritage
Project office in Asmara for their invaluable
work on this initiative and I am pleased the
EU is partnering with them in this project.
I count on the continued commitment
and enthusiasm of the cultural heritage
stakeholders to make this Year a success and
to guarantee its long-term impact.” said
Ambassador Christian Manahl, Head of the
EU Delegation in Eritrea.
The EU co-funded project provides a
unique opportunity to support a wide range of
activities associated with the protection and
management of the city of Asmara, now part
of the World Heritage List. The project also
aims at improving the social and economic
wellbeing of the residents of Asmara with
opportunities for public participation,
capacity building, economic development
and touristic activities. The EU co-funded
programme includes training, capacity
building and awareness raising components
and is also supporting the finalisation
of the Urban Conservation Master Plan,
which is among the key recommendations
and requirements of the UNESCO World
Heritage Committee and is crucial for the
inscription in the UNESCO World Heritage

list.
Background
AHP is implementing the project
in cooperation with the University
Politecnico di Milano, Department of
Architecture and Urban studies. The
project, in particular, aims at valorising
Asmara’s heritage, which is unique in the
world, with its historic perimeter of around
4,300 surveyed historical buildings within
an area of 480 hectares. The following
clusters of intervention are supported:
Completion of the Conservation Master
Plan; Planning Norms and Regulations;
Professional
Advanced
Training
Course for conservation, protection
and enhancement of built heritage;
Training for artisans and skilled workers
for the maintenance, safeguarding and
management of Asmara’s modernist
architecture; Public engagement and
awareness raising activities and; Creation
of professional networks with local and
international experts and organisations.
AHP has been working for several years
to preserve Asmara’s cultural heritage
and modernist architecture. The European
Union’s contribution to the project is
approximately EUR 300,000.00.

Photo by Daniele Ratti

Asmara in the World . .

continued from page 3

concerned. Asmara presents the setting to
understand the convergence of western values
and non-western experiences in a uniquely
African context. The resonant triumph of this
reality can be summed up in Asmara’s sprit of a
place, with myriad experiences of maintaining
modern amenities with the old-age traditions
of peaceful co-existence of its inhabitants. This
remarkable intangible heritage enshrined in the
unparalleled uniqueness of the city’s tangible
heritage create an urban reality that demands
conservation for the sake of preserving
exemplary contemporary urban features
rather than superficial melancholic references.
Life has populated the built environment and
unlike in many instances, modernism has
not withered the amenities constituted in the
Asmara landscape.
The blend of an internationally outstanding
architectural movement, a cultural environment
unique in Africa and the world, and a
geographic setting that has supported human
habitation for thousands of years, provides an
incomparable setting that has become a haven
for a unique urban environment. The city today
represents a living museum reflecting one of
the most important design movements in recent
centuries. Modernism has subsequently altered
profoundly almost every built environment in
the world.
Asmara´s unique urban heritage was
ironically protected since the 1940s till
independence as no major construction took
place during those years. The period was
marked by the strong sentiment of Eritreans
to own their capital amid the long struggle for
independence and the city became the hallmark
of pride after the liberation of the country from
colonization.
The commitment by the Eritrean government
to preserve and rehabilitate the Asmara
Historic Perimeter initially took shape in
the form of activities by the Cultural Assets
Rehabilitation Project and recently under the
auspices of the Asmara Heritage Project. The
latter’s efforts culminated in the production
of a Nomination Dossier for the property
that combined a phenomenal job of multidisciplinary encounter. The dossier has been
awarded prestigious RIBA recognitions and
subsequently the highest accolade in the form
of the inscription of the Asmara Heritage in the
World Heritage List. While the tremendous
work accomplished along these lines should be
hailed as a landmark in the Eritrean experience,
the Inscription in the World Heritage List
further assigns a responsibility on Eritreans
and the entire humanity to conserve and
preserve Asmara´s modernist architecture
in the future. The implementation of the
Conservation Master Plan developed for the
Asmara Heritage Property will be as significant
as its Nomination in the World Heritage List.
Consequently, the harnessing of resources and
training of local conservators and restorers
shall be envisaged in the future as no one else
would better realize the spirit of the city than
Eritreans. The spirit of Africa´s modernist city
shall resonate across the World to cherish the
convergence of modernist amenities with a
uniquely African experience for eternity. Long
live Asmara and the spirit of Asmarinos!
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Asmara the Symbol of Eritreans

Asmait Futsumbrhan

A message of congratulations to the Capital city, Asmara, nick-named by the Italians “little Rome”, for being inscribed in to the UNESCO World Heritage List.
The city has been recognized for its well preserved buildings of modernist architectural designs. Asmara’s incredibly attractive architecture has earned it a great value worldwide making
it one of the few in Africa. The AHP (Asmara Heritage Project) was also awarded the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) award, an exceptional honor and testimony on the world
class standards of research on December last year. The city was declared as the world heritage site during the 41th meeting of the World Heritage Committee in Poland on 7th of July.
Here is Ms. Hanna Simon, Ambassador of Eritrea to France and Eritrea’s permanent representative to UNESCO.
Explain please the importance
of World Heritage.
It is when a country’s historic
monuments become significant,
not only to the country, but also
to the world. It is a call for their
preservation following the required
standards that is. And today, with
all the numerous, incredible and
historic heritage we have, Eritrea
has become one, starting with
Asmara. Asmara was presented and
approved to be registered at the 41th
World Heritage session committee.
For the process, there was a
committee assigned to observe for
a couple of months. Also, among
other different committees with
different purposes was, EKOMOS.
UNESCO assigned people who
have been to Asmara to study and
observe whatsoever makes Asmara
special. The reports were finally
submitted in May. It was a great
report, as a matter of fact, and was
approved by the 21 responsible
countries for the decision.
What is the benefit one country
can gain by being part of the World
Heritage?
Most of all, the country has
the honor of owning a testament
recognized by the world; one that the
world cares for its safe keeping. The
international community protects
and preserves it under any kind of
circumstances as it is not only the
individual country’s responsibility
but the world too. A country can
also ask for any kind of assistance
through UNESCO. All in all,
today’s achievement makes Asmara
not only a heritage for Eritreans but
for the world as well. That is why
it will get all the assistance and
recognition it needs.
Being registered in the World

Asmara is the symbol of Eritreans.
We are proud of it. Not just because
it is our capital city, but it is our
pride and joy. Which is why every
Eritrean wanted Asmara to be
recognized by the world. Sharing
is a common culture of Eritreans.
Therefore, now that our capital is
recognized by the world, it gives

Heritage, Asmara, will now be a
known name more than ever. This
accomplishment is the first for
Eritrea and it says a lot about how
far we have come in our diplomatic
activities as well. Again, this is a
success that has been awarded in
England. It is an event we should
all take pride in and be proud of
together as people of one country.
Besides, it is something to reflect
a huge honor for a country’s
development in just 25 years. Until
now, Africa has registered very few
in the world heritage sites. Although
Africa is rich with historical places
and buildings, there aren’t many
places registered as the world
heritage sites, especially at the
modern heritage sites. Particularly
talking in the Sub Saharan countries,
we can say that Eritrea is the first to
be registered at the modern world
heritage site. It is truly a marvelous
thing to be recognized for.
Definitely there will be more
tourists attracted to Asmara from
the international community. There
are many tourists who are interested
in such places. With the brilliant art
deco and historic buildings, Asmara
is going to attract numerous tourists
from all over the world; this might
open a lot of opportunities.
What would you say about
Asmara and the attachments
Eritreans feel towards it?

pleasure to every Eritrean to share
the capital’s glams with the rest of
the world.
I would like to remind my society
that not only do we need to protect
our buildings but to try to keep its
original blueprints. I would like to
personally stress on the fact that

we need to shift our attention to the
outskirts of the cities and try to build
houses there and protect the ancient
looks of our cities. The recognition
we were awarded mainly depended
on the antiquity of our city. We
should keep our historic and
beautiful buildings, let’s work hard
to keep the beauty of our city.

Press Release
Eritrea Delegation 41st Session of the World Heritage committee
Today, 8 July 2017, at the 41st
Session of the World Heritage
Committee (currently taking place
in Krakow, Poland from 7-12 July
2017) Asmara: A Modernist City
of Africa has been inscribed on
to the UNESCO World Heritage
List. This victorious achievement
culminates years of research,
planning, and campaigning, and is
a victory not just for the Eritrean
people, but for Africa and the
world at large.
Asmara, the capital city of
Eritrea, is a unique and distinct
social environment of modernist
architectural design realized in
an African highland setting. The
modernist buildings that make up
the World Heritage Site of Asmara
were built in late 19th and first half
of 20th century.
The architects who designed
these buildings were Italian, and
the material with which these
buildings were built were a
combination of local materials
and imported ones. However, the
people who built these buildings
were undoubtedly Eritrean, and
despite the colonial imprint
embedded in such buildings,
Asmara has been incorporated
into the Eritrean identity and their
struggle for self- determination,
thus being a symbol of pride
and achievement for the Eritrean
people.
The inscription of Asmara into
the World Heritage List is also
a symbol of pride for African
peoples. What was once an urbanscape of colonial planning that
racially segregated Eritreans from
their colonizers, it is now a symbol
of the decolonization of modernity
and heritage, putting indigenous

Africans at the center of world
heritage while also embodying both
colonial and postcolonial African
life.
The historical, functional and
architectural integrity of Asmara
and in particular the subject
architectural sites have been well
preserved despite the decades of
war and upheaval experienced by
Eritrea to gain her independence
from successive colonizers.
The inscription of Asmara on
to the World Heritage List will
encourage and increase current
Eritrean efforts to restore and
maintain these buildings, as well as
bring awareness to the world of this
African modernist treasure.
Eritrea
started
Normative
mechanisms to preserve Asmara’s
heritage started as early as 2000
with the aim of protecting the unique
architectural heritage of the city as
well as the nomination process of
Asmara as a World Heritage Site.
In 2001, the municipality of the city
of Asmara established a “Historical
Perimeter” and a moratorium
on new construction within this
perimeter to safeguard the historical
and cultural integrity of Asmara.
In 2005, Asmara was included on
the tentative list for inscription to
the World Heritage List. And on 1
February 2016, the State of Eritrea
submitted the complete nomination
dossier and supporting documents
to UNESCO for the inscription of
Asmara on the World Heritage List.
The Nomination Dossier reflected
nearly two decades of collaborative
research by professionals in Eritrea
and abroad, professionals with a
wide range of disciplines. Asmara’s
inscription onto the World Heritage
List is the result of all the hard work,

research, and mechanisms put in
place to inscribe Asmara, Africa’s
modernist city, as a site of world
heritage.
The State of Eritrea is signatory
to the 1954 Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in
the Event of Armed Conflict, the
1972 World Heritage Convention,
and the 2003 Convention on the
Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage.
Asmara’s inclusion on the World
Heritage List for its outstanding
modernist architecture and urban
planning and its exceptional
testimonyoftheuniversalaspiration
for and attainment of national selfdetermination goes beyond merely
pursuing international recognition
for its cultural assets. Asmara’s
inscription also represents an
opportunity to encourage critical
reflections on cultural relations and
heritage globally, and to promote
stability and prosperity locally. In
addition, Asmara has the potential
to contribute to UNESCO’s
global strategy of redressing the
comparative under-representation
of African and modernist sites on
the WHL.
Head of Delegation,Ambassador
Hanna Simon, Ambassador
to France and Permanent
Representative to UNESCO
For more information, Press /
Media please contact Mr. Yared
Tesfay, member of the Delegation
of the State of Eritrea to the 41st
Session of the World Heritage
Committee, and Director of Media
Affairs at the Embassy of the State
of Eritrea to the UK & Ireland.
8 July 2017
Krakow, Poland

