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Roads Connecting Eritrea and Ethiopia re-opened

Serha-Zalmbessa
President Isaias Afwerki and Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed officially
opened yesterday, 11 September,
the Debai-Sima-Bure and SerhaZalmbessa border points connecting
the two countries.

and General Seare Mokennen, Chief
of Staff of the Ethiopian Armed
Forces on the Ethiopian side.
At the ceremony held to reopen the Debai-Sima-Burre road,
the two leaders were accorded

Debai-Sima-Bure
The Debai-Sima-Bure and SerhaZalambessa roads that have been
closed for 20 years are important
road-transport connections to and
fro Eritrea and Ethiopia, especially
goods from Assab and Massawa
ports.
The event was attended by Foreign
Minister Osman Saleh, Presidential
Adviser Yemane Gebreab, Maj.
General
Humed
Mohammed
Karikare
and
Ambassador
Mohammed-Seid Mantai, Governor
of the Sothern Red Sea region, on
the Eritrean side and Mr. Demeke
Mokonnen, Deputy Prime Minister

warm welcome by the Sultan of
Rahaita, Mr. Abdulkadir Dawud,
village elders, religious leaders and
members of the Armed Forces of the
two countries.
Later that day, President Isaias
Afwerki and Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed, accompanied by highlevel delegation of both countries
and members of the Armed Forces
officially opened the SerhaZalambessa road.
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed
returned home in the afternoon hours
yesterday.

National Festival 2018 Concludes
The National Festival 2018
which was underway for nine
days concluded on 8 September
with great fervor. During the
concluding ceremony held at the
Expo compound, prizes were
handed over to winners of various
competitions.
During the closing ceremony
in which senior government and
Front officials, representatives
of National Associations and
invited guests participated, the
Commissioner of Culture and
Sports, Ambassador
Zemede Tekle, stated
that the National
Festival plays a
significant role as a
platform of unity and
diversity in addition
to preserving culture
of the society. He also
noted that this year’s
festival is unique
for it was conducted
during
promising
peace prevailing in
the region and called
on all parties to
enhance contribution
towards conducting

future national festivals with
greater vigor and preparation.
Following report and assessment
on the overall activities conducted
during the National Festival,
regional
administrations,
institutions and individuals that
demonstrated excellence at the
Festival received prizes.
Accordingly, the Gash Barka
region won prize for construction
of traditional houses, the Anseba
region won the exhibition of

household items, and the Southern
region received prize for being
first in traditional dances and
music.
The 9-day 2018 National
Festival featured a number of
programs including exhibitions,
artistic and cultural performances,
and bazaar shows, performances
by youth cultural troupes, cultural
troupes from the six regions,
educational and entertainment
programs including children’s
pavilion.
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local news
International Reading Day Observed

General Secretary of the Orthodox
Synod Gives Benediction
His Holiness Abune
Lukas,
General
Secretary
of
the
Eritrean
Tewahdo
Orthodox
Church,
gave benediction in
connection with the
Geez New Year.
His Holiness Abune
Lukas wished Eritrean
nationals at home
and abroad, as well
as members of the EDF and the
faithful a Happy Geez New Year.
He also called on the faithful
to extend hands to the sick and
needy nationals. Moreover, His
Holiness Abune Lukas explained
the historical background of the
religious event.

International Reading Day was
observed on 10 September in the
Central region under the theme
“Reading: Key for Everything”.
At the event in which Ms. Askalu
Menkorios, Minister of Tourism
and General Flipos Woldeyohanes,
Chief of Staff of the Eritrean
Armed Forces, and other senior
Government officials took part, the
President of the National Books
Association, Mr. Kiflom Michael,
said that reading has significant
contribution in solving variety of
problems and challenges.
Noting that reading is the
foundation
of
knowledge,
development
and
guarantee
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for sustainable development of
mankind, Mr. Alemseged Tesfai,
researcher and author, called

for integrated effort to inculcate
the culture of reading among
generations.

521 Students Graduate from
Adi Keih Colleges
The College of Arts and Social Sciences and College of Business and
Economics in Adi Keih have jointly graduated total of 521 students in
Masters, 1st Degree, Diploma and Certificate on 8 September.
Reports indicate that the College of Arts and Social Sciences has
graduated a total of 238 students including 12 in Master’s Degree,
164 in BA degree, 40 in Diploma and 22 in Certificate. The students
graduated in various fields of study including Geography, Sociology
and Archaeology, English, Eritrean Languages and Literature, History,
Law, Political Science and International Relations, Social Sciences
and Sociology, Journalism and Mass Communications as well as Fine
Arts.
The College of Business and Economics graduated a total of 283
students including 131 in 1st Degree and 152 in Diploma in various
fields of study including Finance, Business Administration, Public
Administration, Accounting, Economics, Tourism and Hotel
Management.
Noting that the Eritrean people have emerged victorious against
successive enemy conspiracies, the Minister of Tourism, Ms. Askalu
Menkorious, said that the graduation shoulders the graduates with
greater responsibility as it is being commenced during a new era of
peace.
Dean of the College of Arts and Social Sciences, Dr. Woldetensae
Tewolde, on his part stated that 1,710 students are enrolled in the
College and that its capacity is being enhanced thanks to the cooperation
of the Government and the Front as well as the partnership of various
international higher education institutions.
Noting that providing free of charge education is the fundamental
principle of the government of Eritrea and that strong effort is being
exerted to ensure social justice, the Dean of the College of Business
and Economics, Dr. Estifanos Hailemariam, called on the graduates to
live up to expectation in the nation-building endeavor.
Both Colleges are graduating for their 11th commencement.

Indicating that the Geez New

Year is being celebrated at the time
of peace in the region, His Holiness
congratulated the peoples of Eritrea
and Ethiopia for the new era of
peace and friendship prevailing
between the two countries.
The General Secretary of the
Synod wished for bountiful
harvest.

Commendable Soil and Water
Conservation Activities
Exemplary farmers in Adi-Neamin administrative area, Logo-Anseba
sub-zone, are conducting commendable soil and water conservation
activities with a view to increasing production and meet the market
demands in their area.
The Administrator of the area, Mr. Frezghi Tedla, indicated that the
exemplary farmers on top of supplying the markets in their area are weekly
supplying the Asmara markets with vegetables and fruits.
Ms. Elsa Ristom, Head of Economic Development in the sub-zone, said
that the commendable rainfall distribution of this year is making significant
contribution in boosting the production of the farmers.
167 exemplary farmers in Adi-Neamin Administrative area are
beneficiaries from the micro-credit and saving program.

Effort to Reduce Illiteracy
Mr. Tukabo Aimut, Head of Curriculum Designing and Development,
indicated that rigorous effort is being exerted to reduce the illiteracy rate
from 20% to 10%.
Speaking to the national media outlets in connection with the International
Illiteracy Eradication, Mr. Tukabo said that adult education program with
a view to eradicate illiteracy began in 1983 during the armed struggle for
independence. Mr. Tukabo reiterated that the illiteracy rate that was 80%
during independence has been reduced to 20% in 2015 through integrated
efforts on the part of all concerned government and public institutions.
Indicating that 80% of the participants in the adult education program are
women, Mr. Tukabo said that there are some women who have reached to
the highest level of education from the adult education program.
Mr. Tukabo went on to say that Eritrea has received price from UNESCO
for the exemplary effort conducted to provide the opportunity of education
for citizens.
The International Day of Illiteracy Eradication was observed for the 17th
time in Eritrea and for the 53rd time at international level.
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Commencement of CASS and CBE
Habtom Tesfamichael
College of Arts and Social
Sciences and College of Business
and Economics jointly held a
graduation ceremony on September
8, in Adi-Keih. They conferred
postgraduate degrees, bachelor
degrees, diplomas and certificates
to a total of 521 students in Law,
Political Science and International
Relations, Sociology and Social
work,Anthropology andArcheology,
History, Geography, journalism and
Mass Communication, Fine Arts,
English, Eritrean Language and
Literature, Accounting, Economics,
Finance, Management, and Public
Administration.
Dean of the College of Arts
and Social Sciences (CASS), Dr.
Woldetnsae Tewelde, speaking at
the event, said that after more than
a decade, the College stands as the
largest public institution in the fields
of arts and social sciences. It currently
tertiary level education ranging
from certificate to postgraduate
studies. It also accommodates and
runs freshman teaching program for
the arts and social science stream
students.
Dr. Wodetnsae congratulated the
graduates and their families saying
that they are graduating shortly
after the constructive engagement
between Eritrea and Ethiopia. He
reminded the graduates to live up to
their society’s expectations that made
huge investment and gave them free
educational opportunity which is
still a dream in other countries.
The College of Arts and
Social Sciences is located in an
environment with breath taking
land scape, historical sites and
significant relics in archeology. It
features state-of-the-art buildings
and facilities including staff office,
libraries, classrooms, lecture halls,
computer labs, residential quarters,
dining halls, student resource rooms,
auditorium, as well as canteen and
sports playground.
During the current academic year,
in addition to the regular annual
enrollment of students, the college
has designed a special curriculum
leading to certificate in Journalism
to train 22 students from the
Ministry of Information. In its 11th
commencement, the College has
graduated a total of 238 students
in four academic programs: 12 in

Master of Science level; 164 in
bachelor degree, 40 in diploma and
22 in certificate.
Dr. Woldetnsae said that female
enrolment and completion rates have
undergone a remarkable increase
over the past few years. During
the last academic year females
accounted for 46% of the student
population in the college.
College
infrastructure
and
facilities have profound impact on
teachers’ instruction and students’
academic achievement, attendance,
behavior, and completion rates.
In view of this, the recent massive
maintenance and infrastructural
developments that took place on
the Adi-Keih ca,pus have provided
a positive learning environment.
The renovation and expansion
schemes that included replacement
of ineffective installations and
extensive repairs of facilities
have reinvigorated the passion of
teaching and learning. In addition,
water and electricity projects, toilet
and sanitary facilities, drainage
system and overall landscaping have
substantiallychangedstudentcampus
life. “The College community
greatly values the huge investment
made in infrastructure and hails the
Government’s commitment. Now,
with basic needs being met, students
will spend more time and energy on
their study”, said Dr. Woldetnsae.
Dr. Woldetnsae went on to say
that “the 2017/18 academic year
turned out to be a successful year.
The college has hosted guest
speaker lectures from the Ministry
of justice, Ministry of Information,
and Ministry of Labor and Human
Welfare. Students and instructors
have access to academic references,

scholarly material as the college’s
digital library went operational”.
In 2018 the College’s faculty
members returned home after
completing their postgraduate
studies in different countries. The
College developed an Engagement
Framework with a range of
government institutions, which
reflects commitment to working with
stakeholders. These relationships
primarily aim to maintain and
improve the quality of education.
According to Dr. Woldetnsae, the
College has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding for linkage
partnership with Sapienza University
of Rome (Italy) Guzou University
of Finance and Economics (China)
and Eotvos Lorand University
(Hungary) to cooperate in different
fields of study. The project period
for a comprehensive partnership
between the College of Arts and
Social Sciences and the University
of Helsinki (Finland) has come to
a successful end with 12 students
graduating this year with Master of

Science degree in Geoinformatics.

and national obligations.

Dr. Woldetnsae said that the
College of Arts and Social Sciences
aims to produce graduates who are
well prepared to enter communities
with solid skills and a sense of social
responsibility. In this respect, it has
become necessary for the College
to strategically re-position itself to
meet the national needs for trained
human power.

Dr.
Estifanos
underscored
that education is the single most
important investment we can make
for our future and one that is sure to
bring fulfilling rewards in the years
to come. Education is an invaluable
asset to a nation. Education for all
has been the motto carried during
the struggle for independence and in
the last 27 years of post-independent
Eritrea. Education for all is not only
a question of social justice but also a
necessity for ensuring equitable and
sustainable human development.
Due to this, human resource
development is a cornerstone of
all other development policies in
Eritrea.

He further indicated that an indepth survey on the human, material
and infrastructural resources of the
college was conducted recently,
which provided insights on the
existing strengths and weaknesses of
the College. A strategic benchmark
was also outlined that emphasizes
prioritization of the national needs,
and produce graduates, who acquire
knowledge and skills that have
practical application in the nation
building process of the country.
Moreover, the survey underscored
the need for rethinking academic
programs and updating resources.
The College has started taking
concrete steps in this regard as
preparation is going on for a
campus-wide curriculum review for
all the courses that are offered in the
College.
Dean of the College of Business
and Economics, Dr. Estifanos
Hailemariam, on his part, said
that graduation is a milestone
in a student’s life that marks the
achievements of a student’s hard
work and that charts one’s future
career path.
The College of Business and
Economics (CBE) graduated a
total of 283 students in its 11th
commencement who have duly
fulfilled their academic requirements

In 2004, the Government
restructured and decentralized
higher education to provide access
to many. The College of Business
and Economics was established as
an autonomous College at Halhale
in 2004. Prior to this, since its
establishment in 1958, it was one
of the faculties of the University of
Asmara.
Dr. Estifanos said that the vision
of the College of Business and
Economics is to be a center of
excellence in teaching, research,
advocacy and consultancy in its
various fields of specializations
not only in Eritrea but also in our
region and contribute to the national
economic development. As a
college of business, its objective is
to produce graduates who are job
creators rather than job seekers. The
various programs of the College
aim at producing graduates with

continued on page 7
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New Year, New Dawn
Natnael Yebio W.
In Eritrea, according to the
traditional or Ge’ez calendar, we
are now in 2011!
The common explanation goes
that Eritreans, who officially
stick to the Gregorian calendar
(GC), also resorted (usually the
elders) to the Julian calendar for
traditional and religious holidays
and that because of the latter
the year begins in the month of
September.
According to the Julian
calendar, the year that starts in
September, is divided into 12
months of 30 days each and a 13th
month, known as Pagumien, of 5
days and 6 during leap years.
For Eritrean children, Kudus
Yohanns is a par excellence. New
Year means new clothes, and
lots of meat to boot. And nobody
cares about the calendar.
New Year resolution doesn’t
exist in our culture. Here, people
simply ask God to bless the New
Year for plenty of food and for
peace.
What makes kudus Yohanns
interesting to children apart from
clothes and the slaughter of a
sheep or chicken is the torchburning event conducted on the
eve of the holiday known as
Hoye-Hoye.
When I was a kid, we used to
light a dried Kolka (cactus) or a
shig (bundle of dried twigs) and
go around asking for “treat or
trick” just the way they do it at
Halloween in America.

hollers would shell out a couple
of Nakfa’s which made us very
happy.
“Come on, step across the
burning torch,” we would exhort
the merry gentlemen. And they
would step across the flaming
and smoking kolkal three times
forward and three times backward
and would give us their blessings.
But we valued their financial
contribution more than their
hollow blessing.
“It is not the same in the
village,” objects my aunt Tikea.
She told me that in the village,
the “treat and trick” part is absent.
There, hoye hoye has more of a
spiritual and superstitious nature.
On the eve of Kuddus Yohanns,
the villagers light their shig and
circumambulate the village with
the village church as the focal
point. Then they all go to the open
ground or baito in the village and
build a bonfire invoking God to
forgive them their sins and bless
them with good harvest and a
time of peace.
And after reciting the Abuna
Zebenesemayat (the prayer) in
unison, they disperse and go
home. The stepping across a
burning kolkal by the family is an
event conducted by the members
of the family and not again for
money, as is done in the big
Eritrean towns like Asmara.
In the village, a neighbors’ kid
arrives with a burning torch early
in the morning, gets inside your
home and recites the Akohkay (A
bad spirit repellent invocation).

You go from door to door
shouting hoye-hoye and reciting
old chants whose origin are
shrouded in mystery.

May the cooking pot for wild
herb vanish.

Belay o Belay, Ho in the middle
of the lake,

And be replaced by a pot of
buttered porridge.

Ho, Planting Javelin, Ho
Ready to fight, Ho
The family that opened its
door to welcome the night

Akokhay, Akokhay

Once every house is disinfected
with similar recitation, you are
guaranteed a year of plenty and
prosperity. And the social part
of the New Year celebration
begins with the slaughtering of a

livestock.
Semhar is a waitress in a snack
bar in Asmara. She has been in
the profession almost for a year.
By this time she must have saved
enough to go back to her home
village to see her beloved parents
carrying all sorts of gifts. After
all, it is the New Year; and the
families deserve all the respect
and love any God fearing child
feels appropriate to do in this
special day.
So Semhar gets ready to make
this pilgrimage and buys sugar
for the family, coffee for the
addicted mother, a bottle of Areki
for Daddy(they say it is good
against malaria), pair of shoe for
Senait, exercise books for Haile
and Michael who are both in
Grade two, and some candles for
the neighbor kids.
Did she remember Addey
Stehay? That old decrepit of
an aunt who refused to help the
family in its hours of need! Well,
just to please the Almighty. A kilo
of Sugar.
But Semhar’s pilgrimage has
some ulterior motives. The gold
ring and necklace she bought
out of her savings and which
she is now wearing, plus the
blue jeans, the green t-shirt and
converse shoes are meant to
make a statement. Here I come
my village. As for my old friends,
just eat your hearts out where
ever you are.
Semhar has all her life been
humiliated by her village
classmates. She is from a poor
family. Now is the time to silence
the evil whispering. She has made
it!
So every New Year is a day of
reckoning as far as Semhar and her
past troubled life is concerned.
At the other end of Asmara lives
Addey Silas, a lone wolf in her
declining years. She hates small
kids and is not slow at lashing
out at any Array kids who dares
to enter her house uninvited.
The

neighborhood

children

are hesitant whether to visit her
house or not for the traditional
hoye-hoye performance.
“Do you think she will welcome
us?” asks one of the kids.
“Let’s try!”
“But she has a bad temper,
especially when she sees kids,”
warns another kid.
“I know last year, after all the
songs we sung and the kolkal
we burned, she gave us only five
nakfas and told us to scram.”
“Let just try anyway…”
So they all go to Addey Silas’s
house and with their kolkal
burning hot, they start to sing.
Hoye Hoye
Addey Silas, Our Old Mother
Please come out with an open

hand
To reward
children

your

beloved

Addey Silas comes out from
the dark room where she usually
stays hidden from curious eyes.
She calls the kids to step forward
and stretches an open hand.
The kids see something
shimmering in her creased palm.
One of the kids with a fearless
heart goes nearer and grabs the
Nakfa. He couldn’t believe his
eyes.
This is Fifty Nakfa
“Ruhus Beal Kudus Yohanns,
Addey Silas!”
“Go away! I don’t want to be
disturbed!”

continued on page 7
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The people’s festival ends
with great zeal
Billion Temesghen
After a week of laud cheers that
dominated Asmara from mornings
to late night, the National Festival
of Eritrea ended on Saturday the
8th of September with heightened
fervor. The National Festival is
loved and cherished dearly by
the Eritrean people as it has great
meaning and deep memories.
For Eritreans coming together

for any call of life is a norm.
Having nowhere to get together
in 1984*, Eritrean migrants met
in Bologna, Italy, for the very
first ‘Eritrean’ festival. After
that moment Eritreans from
around the world camped out in
Bologna for days to celebrate the
festival and, of course, figure out
how to assist the armed struggle
for Independence. Following
Eritrea’s
Independence
the
Eritrean people brought the
custom of the Bologna Festival
home, to the capital Asmara,
establishing an annual National
Festival for Eritreans from all
corners of the nation and the world
to come together in one place and
celebrate their famed harmony
within their cultural and religious
diversity. Eritreans from all six
regions and all nine ethnic groups
from all over Eritrea join hands
in preparing a week of colorful
merriments.
The National Festival is
probably is one of the most
anticipated events of the year.
The Eritrean Commission of
Culture and Sport works closely
with community representatives
and pertinent bodies, each year,
to make the annual festival
unforgettable.
As all sorts of efforts and
imaginations are vested upon it,
the festival has been growing by

the year. After a week of success
and gaiety the National Festival
2018 was officially closed in the
evening of Saturday the 8th of
September.
At the official concluding
ceremony held in G3 Hall, Expo,
which was attended by government
high
officials,
ministers,
ambassadors and hundreds of
Eritreans, Commissioner of
Culture and Sport, Ambassador
Zemede said that the purpose
behind the people’s festival is
to exchange culture, to reserve
and pass down to generations
the Eritrean heritage, to portray
the Eritrean identity, to share
knowledge and information, to
boost local artistry, to introduce
new talents in all fields and above
all to strengthen the people’s
unity.
The Commissioner went on to
explain that the National Festival
of 2018 was a special one as it
was celebrated in an atmosphere
of peace that Eritrea recently
embarked on. He said that people
celebrated with a savor of peace.
In line with the success of
the Festival, the Commissioner
praised the people’s collaboration
and the government’s investment
on the national event. He
passed his gratitude to students,
artists, social service providers,
security forces, technicians,
journalists, zonal and sub
zonal administrations and the
Eritrean people at large for their

wholehearted devotion towards
the success of the festival. He
finally expressed his confidence
that the festival, a longstanding
reflection of the unity amongst
the Eritrean people, is a pride that
will grow as time passes thanks
to the unity and love of Eritreans
of all ages.
The annual festival spirit is
heightened by the awarding
ceremony that is held at the
closing ceremony. Medals and
awards were given to cultural
troupes,
inventors,
artists,
comedians and others.
The G3 hall was overcrowded
by people enthusiastic to see
the outcome of competitions.
Participants don’t normally
represent only themselves but

their schools and institutions. As
for the cultural competitions, they
represent their regions, while
singers and comedians represent
themselves.
Journalist and author, Mr.
Selemun Berhe, on behalf of
the committee of judges, gave
an explanation of the criteria
the committee followed in
determining winners. Journalist
Suleiman Abe gave a thorough
analysis
of
the
cultural
performances and exhibitions
presented in the festival.
Upon the announcement of the
Northern Region as the overall
winner for all the exhibitions the
region put out in the festival in
multiple categories, inhabitants
of the region and participants

representing the region started
dancing in the hall and some had
already gone out running with the
trophy in the premises of Expo
grounds. Their overflowing joy
reverberated out of Expo to be
heard in other parts of Asmara.
The committee praised the
exhibitions that were able to
represent Eritrea at all levels.
They also gave genuine criticism
that participants should work on
for next year.
The National Festival comprises
a big number of categories
and activities. In the cultural
segments, cultural troupes took
time in digging out cultural
heritages and traits that are not
seen commonly. Their efforts
served not only in shading light on
heritages from the past by giving
the larger public knowledge on
the culture, but also served as a
reminder that nothing should be
forgotten. The oral traditions,
indigenous knowledge and more
cultural traits from each ethic
group shared with the visitors
of the festival rang a bell in the
minds of many on regards to the
traditional abundance Eritrea
is endowed with. In the artistic
field people praised the paintings
and sculptures that symbolize the
historic peace agreement between
Eritrea and Ethiopia. Moreover,
the talent of the ever enthusiast
Eritrean youth was highly
reflected in the innovations they

continued on page 7
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EUROPEAN
DEVELOPMENT
FUND

THE STATE OF ERITREA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Expression of Interest
PROJECT: Support to the Agricultural Sector/ Food Security in Eritrea
Contract Title - Finalization of Draft Animal Health Legislation
Publication Ref. No.- EuropeAid/MOA/SUP/06/2018
The Ministry of Agriculture intends to award a service contract to Finalization of Draft Animal Health Legislation in Asmara/Eritrea with financial assistance
from the European Development Fund (EDF). The Terms of Reference (TOR) is available from:
Ministry of Agriculture
Planning and Statistics Division
Sawa Street
P.O.Box-1048
Asmara-Eritrea
Tel.+291-1-181042, Fax +291-1-181759;
Email: moaedf10@gmail.com

The deadline for submission of the Expression of Interest will be is September 17th 2018 at 9:00 AM local time. Possible additional information or clarifications/
questions shall be published on Eritrean newspapers: Haddas Eritrea & Eritrea Profile.

CHINESE CLASSES TO THE PUBLIC
Welcome to Confucius Institute at National Higher Education and Research Institute (CI-NHERI)! We are planning to offer more classes for the public who are interested in learning
Chinese language and longing for knowing Chinese culture.The schedule of the courses is as followed:
1. Chinese Language Classes (100NKF for handout):
Stage
Beginner

Class
Level 1

Level 2

Intermediate

Level 3
Level 4
Level 6
Level 8

Class 1

Week
Tues. & Thu.

Time
6:00pm-8:00pm

Class 2
Class 3
Class 1
Class 2
Class 3
-Class 1
Class 2
---

Sat.& Sun.
Sat.& Sun.
Tues. & Thu.
Sat. & Sun.
Sat. & Sun.
Sat. & Sun.
Sat. & Sun.
Sat.& Sun.
Sat. &Sun.
Sat. & Sun.

8:00am-10:00 am
4:00pm-6:00pm
6:00pm-8:00pm
8:00am-10:00am
4:00am-6:00pm
8:00am-10:00am
10:00am-12:00am
4:00pm-6:00pm
10:00am-12:00am
10:00am-12:00am

2. Chinese Culture Classes (No Payment):
Item
Week
Kongfu
Wed. & Fri.
Chinese Song
Sat. & Sun.
Calligraphy
Wed.& Fri.
Chinese Dance
Wed.& Fri.

Time
4:00pm-6:00pm
2:00pm-4:00pm
6:00pm-8:00pm
4 :00pm-6:00pm

More information is available for you on working days at Room181, University of Asmara. The following is the registration schedule for your reference:
Date: Sept. 16-20, 2018 (Through Sunday to Thursday)
Time: 9:00am-11:30 am, 2:30pm-5:30pm
Venue: Room 181(CI Office), University of Asmara
The Duration of the Courses: Sept. 22nd—Dec. 23rd, 2018
We are expecting you to begin the Chinese journey with CI-NHERI together!

Eritrea Profile ,Wednesday, September 12, 2018

The people’s festival . . .

College of Arts and Social . . .
continued from page 3
business and economics related skills and
knowledge that can play a leading role in the
nation building process and poverty eradication
programs of the Government.
He further indicated that during this academic
year, they have focused on establishing and
consolidating their undergraduate programs
and strived to enhance quality by promoting
the application of information technology,
improving the teaching-learning environment
and enhancing the professional development
of their staff and others.

continued from page 5
made with dreams of contributing towards
national growth. The evening hours were
reserved for concerts, cultural enactments,
stage dramas and standup comedies.
People had good times dancing the night
away to their favorite singers and laughing
to the amusement brought by actors and
comedians.
Every year, the festival gives a chance
for new features and new ideas. Few of
the many novel pursuits introduced in the
Festival 2018 were the open area painting

where professional painters took their
kits out and painted to the delight of art
enthusiasts, the movable theater where the
same story was staged in different places
directing people through the grounds of
Expo to follow the act as it moved from
one stage to another, and last but not least,
the prolonged staging of standup comedies
where the public enjoyed comedians’
satires and jokes.
The annual Festival ended great patriotic
zeal, reminding everyone, that there is no
better way of knowing the true colors of
Eritreans than seeing them partying and
spending time together.

New Year, New . . .

continued from page 4

“Happy St.Johns day just the same!”
shout back the kids and go back home very
happy.
The next day the celebrations continue.
The men are given a glass of the home
brewed beer and entertain guests while the
mother and daughters are roaming around
the house doing the final preparations of
the food and drinks. On the other hand the
kids are told to sit tight and not dirty their
clothes, which is naturally a frustrating
thing for the kids as all they want to do
is go outside and play with their friends.
Nonetheless this whole combination
spreads a special smell in the air which
creates a festive atmosphere.
Then, the tasty meal is set on the table.
Prayer is said by a father, the eldest or a
senior member of the family and then
everyone can spread his fingers and enjoy
eating the delicious zgni with. One might
overeat on this day even in poor families
because as a rule there is abundant delicate
food on the table.
Should there be a poor family in a village
which cannot afford to slaughter even a
hen, then the ones who are blessed with
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abundance see it as their obligation even
as an opportunity to get God’s blessing to
help such a family. Coffee with Popcorn
or Himbasha, homemade Eritrean bread is
served after eating the meal.
It is not unusual to see on the eve of
any holiday people lining up before shops
to buy Panettone and then carry it home
in flocks. Being affordable almost for
everybody, it seems at least in the cities,
that it is winning favor over the traditional
bread Himbasha on any holiday.
This year’s Kudus Yohanns and Geez New
Year are being celebrated at an important
juncture for Eritrea and Ethiopia. With the
herald of Peace between the two countries
and their brotherly people and the whole
of horn in general, the holiday season
has a different fervor to it as compared
to previous years. We are now at the very
least able to celebrate this holiday with
our brothers and sisters across the border.
Relatives and friends spent the better half
of yesterday calling and wishing each
other happy holidays over the phone, while
others have made the short trip to spend it
next to each other. This is a testament to
the power of hope and humanity this is the
first of many holidays to come that we as
brotherly nations will celebrate over our
bright and hopeful future.

Dr. Estifanos said that the relocation of their
property from Halhale to Adi-Keih this year
was challenging. “Despite these challenges,
we have established a textbook store, computer
laboratory, digital lab with over 20 thousand
e-books and we are connected to the Internet”
he added.
Dr. Estifanos says “the College aims
at designing nationally relevant and
internationally competitive, quality and
sustainable educational programs. Our
undergraduate programs are developed in
consultation with the stakeholders and we are
continuously striving to upgrade what we have
and develop new programs”.
To enhance the staff qualification, the
College has sent 18 staff members abroad in
2018.
Dr. Estifanos noted that the new location of
Adi-Keih provided the students continuous
supply of water and electricity. However,
Dr. Estifanos says “we are still facing some
challenges such as inadequate infrastructure,
lack of internship opportunities in banks,
hotels, factories and other business that are
constraining the quality of teaching-learning
process and research of staff and students”.
The College aims to solve these constraints in
collaboration with its stakeholders and improve
the quality of teaching-learning process of the
newly relocated College.
He congratulated the Business and Economics
graduates and said that several students started
the freshman program with them but, thanks to
their hard work and dedication, they managed
to reach the finish line. He said they have
every reason to celebrate this moment and
relish it to its fullest extent. Their achievement
is a cumulative support that they have received
not only from their instructors at the college
but also from their teachers starting from the
pre-school level. Moreover, the support of the
state of Eritrea for providing free education
throughout all levels of their educational career
is precious. The nurturing and support that
they received from their parents and guardians
was very valuable, and their joy is shared by
all of these.
He underlined that graduation is one chapter
of a student’s life and an opening of another
chapter of professional life. Dr. Estifanos
stressed that education is a lifelong learning.
He said “your graduation is a stepping stone
for further formal and informal learning in
your work places. I urge you to embrace your
future with enthusiasm and open mind. As
ambassadors of the two colleges, I advise you

to carry on the values of the alma mater to
be the best you can be and serve our country
diligently and with dedication. Above all,
I advise you to work hard and carry on the
vision of our martyrs, building economically
developed and prosperous Eritrea. The
knowledge and skills that you have acquired in
your programs during the past years will help
you play a leading role in the reconstruction
process in Eritrea”.
Dr. Estifanos, in his concluding remarks,
thanked the college’s internal and external
stakeholders, ministries and organizations, and
individuals who supported them.
After the conferral of postgraduate degrees,
bachelor degrees, diplomas and certificates,
representatives of the graduates gave speech
on behalf of graduates of both of the Colleges.
They expressed their gratitude to all of those
who made this opportunity possible and
have allowed them to grow up and improve
themselves together. They said this event is the
result of the relentless effort and investment
made on them by their parents, teachers and
the government, and their graduation meant a
great honor to them. They said, the vision of
all these actors was to them in the top with the
necessary knowledge and now that vision is
fulfilled. They said that they are the product of
the huge investment made on the educational
sector. They pledged to pay back these
sacrifices to their country and contribute their
part in the developmental efforts. Both of the
representatives of the students expressed their
good wish on the development of peaceful
relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia.
Mrs. Askalu Menkerios, Minister of Tourism
and designee of his Excellency president Isaias
Afwerki, chancellor of the higher Institutions of
Education, said that the dawn of the new era of
peace between the sisterly countries of Eritrea
and Ethiopia will usher new opportunities.
“Our competition in this era will depend on the
skilled and educated workforce we have and
our policy of self-reliance and this time I urge
you to prepare yourself towards establishing a
developed Eritrea”.
Mr. Feleg Teweldemedhn, an English
language and Literature graduate, said that
having a clear goal in life and working with
dedication is very decisive to achieve results
and their graduation is a reflection of this.
Our parent’s role to reach this level has been
very decisive and this day is a day we pledge
to compensate them. Mrs. Alganesh Tekelab,
his mother, said that she was curious to see
her son’s graduation obtained through hard
work and investment made on them. On this
occasion I would like to forward my messages
to parents to push their sons and daughters
towards high levels of education and utilize the
opportunities the Government has provided
them.
Mr. Ali Osman Ali, who graduated with
very great distinction in Law, told us that one
chapter of his educational journey has been
closed with a first degree and he plans to
continue with a Master’s degree in the future
and compensate the free education provided
to him by the Government and contribute his
part to the nation building process. He urged
the youth to have a clearly set goal they want
to achieve which “made me reach this level”,
he said.
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Keeping the Eritrean Culture Alive

Asmait Futsumbrhan

As said by anthropologist E.B Taylor, “culture is that complex whole which includes knowledge,
belief, art, morals, law, customs and any other capabilities and habits acquired by a man as a member
of society. Culture is an identity that separates people from one another. ” Culture holds to all the
meanings of how humans became to be in their own ways and customs.

At a time when the world is overtaken by a technological tsunami and is becoming a small village, it
is fair to say that only few people are interested in their culture and in keeping it alive. As such, one of
the leading reasons for the annual Eritrean Festival is to showcase and embrace the nine ethnic groups’
culture. With a diversity of programs that took place at the grounds of expo this year, the cultural shows
were prepared and presented professionally which won over the audiences’ hearts.
Today, Q&A talks to Mokonen Kidane, aka Shabai, an anthropologist. Mr. Mokonen is the Director
of Research and Documentation for the Cultural Affairs of the PFDJ. He is also the coordinator of the
cultural shows for this year’s National Festival.
©Mussie Tederos Photo Asmara

Thank you for joining us Mr.
Mokonen. How was the National
Festival?
The National Festival gets better
every year. I specifically want to talk
about the cultural shows. It has got
even more competitive and powerful.
All the regions have prepared well and
preformed dynamically. They all did
their best to win over the audience’s
and judges’ hearts, which I think they
did. The national Eritrean festival
mainly focuses on showcasing the
Eritrean cultures and customs of the
society. That way we can promote
culture, dig deeper to explore it, and,
most important of all, we introduce
and remind the younger generations
about the values and importance of
the culture’s principles. The festivals
are where people celebrate their
identity in unison.
The festival is planned in
cooperation with all the regions.
The regions are presented with all
the requirements that are qualified
at the competition. There are four
pillars in the contest; the display of
cultural houses and way of living,
traditional music and dance, the
hall exhibition of the regions and
oral tradition, which unfortunately
was not part of this year’s festival
due to technical reasons. However,
we were able to compensate it with
another department, a traditional
musical instruments competition.
How fierce
competitions?

were

the

In comparison with the previous
years, the competitions have

to be separated since it was a
competition. So, Southern Region
won the traditional music and
dance competitions followed by the
Central and Gash-Barka regions.
The Central region performed well
and won the traditional musical
instruments competition. For the
display of traditional houses and way
of living, the Gash-Barka region was
exquisite. Anseba region presented
greatly at the hall exhibitions and
was the winner. Again, prizes were
given to best individual performers.
elevated the scale. It was an amazing
performance in all the departments.
All the divisions were led by a strong
and professional team and all the
performances were supported and
studied well.
For every competition we had
five judges who were chosen for
their professional prominence. The
judges weren’t allowed to give more
than 50% of the scores because we
want to avoid biased that could have
occurred. The other 50% was given
through discussion between the
judges.

Can you say something about
what can be done to preserve our
culture?
Culture is a vast subject to get in to.
Generally speaking, it is something
that defines our identity, who we are
and where we came from. Eritrea
has a beautiful diversified culture
which hasn’t been explored as much.

Culture is something we get from
our ancestors and give to the next
generation. Undeniably, culture
changes with time; some things are
lost and some are added.
For instance, Oral tradition is one
of the many aspects culture holds.
Basically, any information we get
verbally is an oral tradition. I don’t
think we did well in that department.
As I said, culture is told by the elders
to whom we have to talk to before
it is too late because people forget
and people die. When an old person
dies, it is almost like we have lost a
big library. The history and culture
dies with them. Books haven’t been
written about the oral traditions,
except for that one Solomon Tsehaye,
a renowned writer and researcher,
wrote. That book is just a drop in the
ocean. We can do much more.
In my opinion, cultural institutions

should be established. That way, we
can manage to organize campaigns
to explore the cultural diversity we
have.
Anything you want to remind our
readers about?
Culture is an identity. If you don’t
know who you are and where you
came from, it is challenging to move
forward. We are people who have
a rich history and beautiful culture.
Let’s work to embrace it and teach
the younger generations who they
are. At the end I would like to add
a remark on festivals. I think that
it would be a good idea if thematic
festivals were organized. We can
have a festival just for kids, a cultural
festival or a musical one. People
would get to enjoy and experience
those different departments in many
ways.

Also, what was surprising was
the traditional musical instrument
performers. They have shown skillful
talent. The competitions have also
allowed us to see that our traditional
musical instruments can be used in
various musical styles.
Would you please give us an
insight into the winners of this
year’s festival?
I want to be clear that all were
winners. However, they had
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