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Italian Prime Minister conducts official visit to Eritrea
The Prime Minister of the
Republic of Italy, Mr. Giuseppe
Conte, arrived in Asmara in the
afternoon hours of 12 October for
a one-day official visit.
Upon arrival at Asmara
International Airport,
Prime
Minister Conte was accorded a
warm welcome by President Isaias
Afwerki and senior government
officials. A marching band played
the national anthem of the two
countries.
President Isaias Afwerki and
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte
then held a meeting at the State
House. There, they discussed the
development of bilateral relations
and other regional and global
developments of mutual interest to
the two countries.
Indicating that the revitalization
of the historical relations between
Eritrea and Italy is happening at a
time of new dynamics in the Horn
of Africa, the two leaders agreed
to strengthen bilateral cooperation

development of relations based on
mutual respect and cooperation.
At the meeting, Mr. Osman
Saleh, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Presidential Adviser Mr. Yemane
Gebreab, Mr. Fesehatsion Petros,
Eritrean Ambassador to Italy,
and Mr. Amin Hassan, Director
of the Office of the President,
were present on the Eritrean side,
while Mr. Stefano Moscatelli,
Ambassador of Italy to Eritrea,
Mr. Pietro Benassi, Ambassador
and Diplomatic Adviser to the
Prime Minister, Admiral Carlo
Massagli, Military Adviser to the
Prime Minister, and Mr. Rocco
Casalino, Chief Press Officer and
Spokesman of the Prime Minister,
represented the Italian side.
between Eritrea and Italy, in
particular, and between the Horn
of Africa countries and Italy, in
general.
In a press conference, Prime
Minister Conte conveyed his

International Day of the Girl observed
International Day of the Girl was
observed on 11 October at Asmara
Palace Hotel under the theme “With
Her - A Skilled Girlforce”.
At the event, in which government
officials, heads of national
associations,
representatives
of UNICE, members of the
diplomatic corps, as well as other
invited guests took part, Ms. Tekea
Tesfamicael, President of NUEW,
said that ensuring the rights of
women and children has been one
of the fundamental pillars of the
armed struggle and that the issue
of women is part of the national
security of Eritrea.
Indicating that equal participation
of women does not only benefit
women, but also the whole society,
Ms. Tekea called for integrated
efforts to eradicate backward
traditions and ideas that hinder the

development of women. She went
on to say that the International Day
of the Girl is a reminder to work for
the comprehensive development of
all Eritrean women.
The representative of UNICEF
in Eritrea, Ms. Shaya Ibrahim,
added that UNICEF is working in
partnership with the Government
of Eritrea to eradicate harmful
practices, as well support the
general development of women.
At the event, Dr. Ghidei
Gebreyohannes, from the College
of Medicine and Science, presented
a research paper on the causes
and consequences of under-age
marriage in Eritrea.
International Day of the Girl is
being observed for the second time
in Eritrea and for the seventh time
globally.

congratulations for the peace and
friendship agreements recently
signed by Eritrea and Ethiopia. He
also expressed his country’s full
support, and offered any assistance
needed for the full implementation
of the recent accord.
Prime Minister Conte also
stated his country’s readiness to
carry out its part in promoting
investment, cooperation projects,
education programs, and technical

and professional training, as well
his willingess to advocate for
the strengthening of cooperation
between Eritrea and the European
Union.
Pointing out that while Eritrea
and Italy had historical ties, the
relations could not develop as
expected due to different reasons,
Presidential Adviser Mr. Yemane
Gebreab said that Eritrea will
work with various countries for the

President Isaias Afwerki also
hosted a state lunch in honor of
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte
and his delegation.
Prime Minister Conte toured
the main streets of Asmara and its
historical buildings.
Prime Minister Conte departed
to Italy in the afternoon hours of
yesterday concluding one-day
official visit to Eritrea.

Activities by nationals abroad
Nationals residing in Juba,
Republic of South Sudan and
Rotterdam, the Netherlands have
conducted public diplomacy
activities.
The Eritrean Embassy to the
Republic of South Sudan organized
a workshop focusing on the
advantages and disadvantages of
mass media and social media.
At the workshop, in which
members of the YPFDJ and Foreign
Front Taskforce took part, briefings
were provided on several topics,
including a general overview
of mass media, the nature and
management of information system,
the benefits of comprehensible and
factual information, the positive
and negative sides of information
disseminated through social media,
the ethics and values of mass media,
the discipline of journalism, and
the need for resisting the negative
influences of social media.
Indicating

that

information

technology can make a significant
contribution to the development of
humanity, the Eritrean Ambassador
to the Republic of South Sudan,
Mr. Yohannes Teklemichael,
called for the appropriate use of
technology in strengthening unity
and harmony among nationals and
within national development.
In related news, the PFDJ
organization in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands conducted its annual
congress on 6 October.
The Eritrean Counsel in the

Netherlands,
Mr.
Solomon
Mehari, said that the objective
of the meeting was to assess the
implementation of the programs of
the organization, thereby maintain
and enhancing its strengths, and
he called on members to reinforce
organizational capacity.
At the congress, representatives
of national associations presented
messages of solidarity and an
executive committee was elected
for a three year term. The congress
concluded by adopting guidelines
and recommendations.
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Asmara and Rome Agree to strengthen ties
Billion Temesghen
Accompanied by the Military
Advisor, Admiral Carlo Massagli,
Diplomatic Advisor, Amb. Pietro
Benassi and Chief Press Officer
and Spokesman of the Italian
State House, Mr. Rocco Casalino,
the Italian Prime Minister, and
Prof. Giuseppe Conte arrived in
Asmara following a two-day visit
to Ethiopia.
Upon his arrival in the morning
hours at the International Airport
of Asmara, the Prime Minister
was welcomed by President, Isaias
Afwerki, Ministers, Delegates and
the Ambassador of Italy to Eritrea,
Mr. Stefano Moscatelli.
The people of Eritrea and Italy
have had friendly relations for
over a century which is reflected
in the cultural unison noticeable in
the architecture and lifestyles of
Eritreans.

of Eritrea on the normalization
of the Eritrea-Ethiopia relations.
Referring to the resumption of
Eri-Ethio relations as an end of
a tragic chapter in the history of
the two countries, Conte affirmed
that Italy strongly supports the
peace process and expressed
Italy’s readiness to promote
“investments, cooperation projects,
education programs, technical and
professional training and political
dialogues in the region.” He went
on to say that “today we assist
to new positive dynamics in the
whole region, bringing a new age
of peace and prosperity in the
Horn of Africa.”
In their very brief promenade at
the court yard of the State House,
Prime Minister Conte noticed
an old Italian canon and was
delighted to see other remnants of
the early 20th century legacy, led
by President Isaias. Asmara, the

On his way back to the airport,
following a luncheon hosted in the
State House, the Prime Minister
had even a better and closer look
of Asmara in a rapid tour through

afternoon hours.
“The Prime Minster’s visit is a
sign of consolidating relations also
a proof of the longstanding and
strong liaison between the people

in the nearest future, an Eritrean
delegation will make on official
visit to the Republic of Italy while
in the coming month the arrival of
an Italian delegation is expected.

The Prime Minster was greeted
by people who stood along
the avenues of Asmara as the
motorcade headed towards the
State House. At Semaetat Avenue
Italian school students went out
to welcome the Prime Minster on
behalf of their schools.
At the State House, the two
leaders held extensive talks on
strengthening bilateral relations.
The Prime Minster congratulated
the Government and the People
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Conte noticed an old Italian canon and was delighted to see other remnants led by Isaias
The new stage of agreement
of Eritrea and Italy,” explained
Harenet Avenue, to the Ministry
modernist city of Africa was built
between Eritrea and Italy comes
Eritrea’s Presidential Advisor, Mr.
of Education building, Cattedrale,
during the Italian colonization.
with peace on the horizon.
Yemane Ghebreab. The leaders,
Palazzo Faletta, the building of
Most of Asmara’s architectural
Following recent political dynamics
in Mr. Yemane’s words, agreed
Administration of Central Region,
glamour has been maintained by its
in the Horn, Eritrea is now a major
to refurbish the historic ties
Mercato, Inda Mariam, Al Kurafa
inhabitants, and Asmara is, indeed,
attraction to investments. The
assenting on further prospects in
Arashidi Mosque,Piazza Michiele,
an open museum. Likewise, the
revival of the historic ties between
economic, political and cultural
the hundreds superb edifices and
State House, a neoclassical marvel
the two countries is expected to be
grounds. Clarifying that the recent
the iconic Fiat Tagliero building.
is one of the biggest beauty
beneficial both on economic and
developments in the Horn are of
spots of Asmara. Built in 1897
cultural integration amongst the
significance to the Republic of
President Isaias saw the Italian
by Ferdinando Martin, it echoes
two peoples.
Italy, he went on to declare that
Prime Minsiter seen off in the
Renaissance.
In his briefing to local and
international media outlets, Prime
Minister Conte expressed his
gratitude to President Isaias for
the welcome they received. Like
other Italians, the Prime Minster
affirmed that he, too, felt at home
in Asmara, “Piccola Roma” and
said: “We were extremely satisfied
with the recognition of Asmara as a
World heritage Site by UNESCO…
a unique place where in the first
decades of the 20th century, Italian
artists and architects felt free to
make amazing urban experiments
and put down very innovative
ideas.”

... through Piazza Michiele and the Hundreds Superb Edifices of Asmara
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BIDHO - Confronting and Overcoming Challenges
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion
According to the Joint United
Nations Programme on AIDS
(UNAIDS), HIV/AIDS continues
to be a major global public health
issue. Since the beginning of the
global HIV/AIDS epidemic, over 78
million people have become infected
with HIV and more than 35 million
people have died of AIDS-related
illnesses. Just last year, nearly 1
million people died from HIV-related
causes globally. While HIV/AIDS
is a truly global issue, Sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA) remains the region
most heavily affected by the HIV/
AIDS epidemic. Specifically, of the
estimated 35 million people living
with HIV, over 25 million are living
in SSA, and the region accounts for
approximately 75% of all the people
dying from AIDS-related causes
(UNAIDS 2018).
Although HIV/AIDS is one of the
most significant and pressing public
health challenges in the world,
significant progress has been made.
For example, between 2000 and
2017, new HIV infections fell by
36%, and HIV-related deaths fell by
38%, with 11.4 million lives saved
through antiretroviral therapy (ART)
in the same period. In general, these
achievements were largely the result
of great efforts by national HIV
programmes supported by civil
society and a range of development
partners around the world.
Notably, Eritrea, a young, lowincome, developing country located
within the Horn of Africa, has made
considerable progress in combating
HIV/AIDS. HIV prevalence in the
country is approximately 0.59%
among 15-45 year olds, and is
steadily declining every year – a

figure that is amongst the lowest
within the region or the continent.
Generally, Eritrea’s considerable
progress and success in combating
HIV/AIDS can be attributed to a
multidimensional approach that also
involves the targeting of harmful
societal behaviours and traditions.
Inter alia, the country has: expanded
prevention and treatment services;
targeted traditional and patriarchal
stereotypes and practices, including
banning child marriage and FGM/
FGC; focused on improving gender
equality and decreasing the burden of
poverty borne by women; and sought
to reduce stigma and discrimination.
Furthermore, community awareness
programs have been vigorous and
effective in the social marketing
of condoms, communicating safe
practices, offering educational
programs, and providing youth or
peer counselling.
An important dimension of the
country’s multifaceted efforts against
HIV/AIDS has been BIDHO,
which is a national association of
people living with HIV/AIDS.
BIDHO – which means “challenge”
in Tigrigna, thus expressing the
association’s focus on challenging
the spread and growth of HIV/AIDS
– was established on 10 January
2002 through the sponsorship of the
Ministry of Health.
Today, the association, which is
guided by an executive board and
receives considerable technical and
other assistance from the Ministry
of Health, has over 6000 members
– male and female, young and old,
and from Eritrea’s various ethnolinguistic groups – with greater
than 25000 affected dependents
nationwide. More than 100 staff
members work for the association

in locations and branches located
across Eritrea’s six zobas. BIDHO
broadly describes itself as wanting
to “bring Eritreans living with HIV/
AIDS together and support them,
play a vital role in the community
response to HIV/AIDS, and work
for the existence of an HIV/AIDSfree generation.”
Of note, the association’s members
are able to access a variety of
important skills training and self-help
programmes, which help empower
and encourage self-dependency
among affected and poor households.
For example, many members receive
significant support with microfinance programmes and other small
income-generating activities, such
as weaving and poultry farming. As
well, BIDHO members perform a
range of important roles, including
serving as counsellors to individuals
that enter Voluntary Counselling and
Testing centers (VCT) or use ART,
providing home-based support and
care, working as life-skills trainers,

and generally promoting positive
living.
Since its establishment, BIDHO
has also advocated for increased
access to treatments (such as ART,
which helps avert HIV/AIDS-related
deaths and is a critical factor in driving
down the rate of new infections),
helped raise public awareness of
HIV/AIDS through its “Giving
Face” programs, moving personal
testimonies, and the organization
of countless informative public
workshops and seminars, extended
important nutritional support to
people living with HIV/AIDS
and severely ill children, helped
significantly improve the quality
of life of those infected or affected
by HIV/AIDS through capacitybuilding, as well as closely worked
with religious institutions and other
societal organizations to offer social,
psychological, and spiritual support
to individuals and families impacted
by HIV/AIDS.
One of BIDHO’s main areas
of focus is combating, reducing,
and eliminating stigma and
discrimination. Stigma, described as
a dynamic process of devaluation that
significantly discredits an individual
in the eyes of others (Goffman 1963),
and discrimination, which refers to
any form of arbitrary distinction,
exclusion, or restriction affecting a
person, usually but not only by virtue
of an inherent personal characteristic
or perceived belonging to a particular
group, have fuelled the transmission
of HIV and have greatly increased
the negative impact associated with
the epidemic (UNAIDS 2000).
Around the world (as well
as within Eritrea), stigma and
discrimination associated with HIV/

AIDS is underpinned by a number
of different factors, including a
lack of understanding of the illness,
misconceptions about how HIV
is transmitted, lack of access to
treatment, irresponsible media
reporting on the epidemic, the
incurability of AIDS, and prejudice
and fears relating to a number of
socially sensitive issues, such as
sexuality, disease and death, and
drug use. Of particular note, HIVrelated stigma and discrimination
continue to be manifest in every
country and region of the world,
creating major barriers to preventing
further infection, alleviating impact,
and providing adequate care,
support, and treatment. In Eritrea,
while stigma and discrimination
have been reduced, undeniably
influenced by the important work
conducted by BIDHO in “breaking
the silence” and creating spaces
for open dialogue, they remain
apparent.
Although BIDHO has made
numerous
and
significant
contributions across the country,
positively impacting numerous
lives, it is also confronted by
several challenges. Preventing
new infections among the general
population and at-risk groups and
improving the quality of life for
those infected or affected, require
unrelenting vigilance and continued
attention. BIDHO is also faced with
a shortage of resources (including
material, personnel, and transport),
while medication and provisions of
high quality nutrition are expensive.
Despite these challenges, however,
BIDHO remains strongly committed
to combating HIV/AIDS and helping
to secure the fundamental rights and
basic dignity of people living with
or affected by HIV/AIDS.
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What to take when visiting a sick person
Natnael Yebio W.

According to the early Greek
philosophers, people got sick because they suffered from some
kind of imbalance in their body.
According to the traditional belief, a person is taken ill for two
reasons: either the body is not
functioning well or the soul has
been disturbed by evil forces.
For the first case, traditional
healing methods from herbal
treatment to bleeding or rubbing
the body with various concoctions, are tried. When they fail,
the patient is taken to traditional
spas where hydro-shock methods
are used. The sick person is made
to stand under a waterfall early in
the morning. The chilly water tapping on their skull does the trick.
The patron saint of the place is of
course there to expedite the cure.
“Why am I sick?” asks aunt
Tsehai. “Could it be that the Good
Lord is countenance in my demise?”
“How are you aunt Tsehai? Are
you feeling okay?”

He could see the person who
was right in front of him carrying
a bag containing three bananas.
Tesfai knew the man was poor, but
inside he was very rich. At least he
remembered his friend lying desperate in some hospital ward.

So the neighbors think it is their
duty to visit her and console her.
“You will soon get well. The
Lord has the power to heal.”
“Well, if He thinks I am not
needed here anymore, then let
Him do as He pleases.”
On the night table by the bedside stand bottles of milk, juice,
and small bags full of oranges
and bananas. They had been put
there by the visiting guests. But
aunt Tsehai has neither the energy
nor the appetite to drink the milk
or eat the fruits. So they will be
sitting there for a day or two until
they mysteriously disappear, probably feasted upon by the younger
members of the family.

Aunt Tsehai has been bedridden
for the last fifteen days. What’s
her problem? Why is she not seeing the doctor?

Once, an Eritrean abroad went
with a friend of his to an Italian
hospital to visit a mutual friend
that had a serious bullet wound
to the leg. They brought a bottle
of milk and some bananas. They
expected him to say jokingly, “Do
you think I am some kind of a gorilla?”

The world is such a terrible
place to live in that from time
to time humans have to learn to
take things for granted. Going to
the doctor means refusing to take
your share of misery in this cursed
world.

His friend had told him to take
flowers instead of bananas. “Flowers are symbols of freshness and
good health,” he tried to convince
him, “and Europeans prefer flowers to a bottle of milk.” But the
Eritrean insisted that he respect

“Well, let’s pray that nothing
more terrible than this becomes
my lot!”

alive. As usual, he had his kilo of
bananas inside a paper bag ready
with him.
The hospital gate opened at 1pm
exactly. The queue was long and he
had to wait for some time before it
was his turn to have the contents
of his bag sniffed by the Derg soldiers stationed at the gate.

If Tsehai is lying in bed groaning and moaning the whole night,
it is something she has to face in
life, she says. And anyway, she
prefers to get her medical treatment at home. The moment her
family decides to take her to hospital, her optimism declines and
her chances of survival with it.

his tradition.
As they walked along the doorway, they saw his name written
on a door. He was inside, gravely
sick and probably groaning, the
Eritrean thought. The door also
had another message: No visitors
allowed for the moment. “What?”
He wondered. “We came all the
way to visit this person and now
we can’t get in?”
They asked why and got a reply that he needed absolute peace.
“Absolute peace, my foot!” muttered the Eritrean.
You see, human beings have
more power to impact the desired
peace than anything else.
“What is wrong with these
Westerners? Doesn’t chatting with
those who love you have more
healing effect than staring blankly
at the ceiling?” he continued in
dismay.
As they turned to leave, he could
see through the door left ajar that
the patient was reading his favorite magazine.
They didn’t know what to do
with the bottle of milk or the banana. They entered a small teashop, ordered tea, and proceeded
to finish the contents of the bottle
and the bag undiscovered by the
idiot.
The same Eritrean, back home
to his beloved country now, made
it his habit, following humiliating
experiences in the past, to visit
relatives before they expired. But

this one, Tesfai, was not in a hurry
to depart this world. However, for
people from the country-side who
came to visit him in his ward, he
might as well have left years earlier. Why? His leg had been amputated by the doctor. According
to Eritreans from the countryside,
a one-legged man is as good as a
dead man.
So the women folk among the
visitors began to cry and weep
before the eyes of the surprised
patient. When he told them to
stop crying, they began to prepare coffee with a glowing brazier
right in the middle of the hospital
ward! And all the time, they never
stopped talking of his misery and
misfortune.

When Tesfai’s turn came, the
Derg solider did not sniff at his
bananas. But the lady who was
behind him was told to reveal the
contents of her siltania (lid covered enameled bowl). Derg soldiers hated covered containers, for
they thought they contained plastic bombs to blow up the hospital.
Tesfai’s friend was in ward B.
He walked along with other visitors and located the block and the
room. Inside were about fifteen
visitors sitting on both sides of the
three beds and chatting, forgetful
of the patients. The night tables
were laden with milk bottles and
fruit. Tesfai looked around but
could not spot his friend. He asked
one of the patients the whereabouts of his missing friend.
“Are you a relative?” the patient
asked in a somber voice.

“What a plight, what a calamity,” would whine the ladies.

“I am his friend,” Tesfai replied.

“ How have the mighty fallen,”
would sigh the men.

“A real friend?” he inquired.

The amputee could say nothing but stare at the ceiling, asking
himself where he went wrong.
In our culture, a good visitor is
the one who visits a sick relative
while the former is alive and kicking. Going to the funeral of a person who you forgot to visit in the
house or the hospital rubs one’s
conscience the wrong way.
One Sunday afternoon, Tesfai
(back when he still had both his
legs intact) went to the hospital
to visit a friend. He knew he was
still in the hospital because most
patients stay a week or two before they are discharged, dead or

“I beg your pardon?” asked Tesfai, perplexed.
“Teklai left about three weeks
ago,” the patient sighed.
“Where did he go?” Tesfai
asked.
“He went the way of all flesh,”
the patient stated.
Served Tesfai right. All he had
to do was make frequent visits to
enquire about his friend’s health.
He felt miserable that he was not
there when he died.
He donated his kilo of banana to
the patient and left.
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In the Blue Villa, No One is Ever Home Alone
Nemron Yohannes Iyassu
The
Eritrean
War
for
Independence and the 1998-2000
Ethiopian-Eritrean Border War
left deep marks on the society.
Thousands of soldiers lost their
lives, countless innocent civilians
were displaced, maimed, and
killed, villages and homes were
destroyed. The disasters of war
have led to severe social problems,
including broken families and
many orphans. For many singleheaded families, predominantly
led by widows, raising their
children alone is stressful. In
particular, they face considerable
economic, physiological and
social challenges.
In Eritrea, while children were
left as orphans largely due to war
and its consequences, there are
other causes, albeit rare, including
rape and underage mothers. The
Ministry of Labor and Human
Welfare (MLHW) has strict
policies in regard to orphans.
The case of abandoned children,
street children, and parentless
children is something that the
MLHW approaches with great
care. Once orphans or abandoned
children are located, local
authorities and the Ministry of
Health work together to establish
the child’s general background
information. Quite often, local
communities play an important
and helpful role by notifying the
police when an abandoned child
is located. The child is then taken
to the hospital for a health checkup. Once his/her health has been
ensured, the child is transferred
to the orphanage. The Ministry’s
priority, in addition to extending
needed care and attention, is to
attempt to reunify the child with
close relatives, if any can be
located.
In

Eritrea, the adoption
of children is not common.
However, the MLHW has sought
to encourage families to adopt
through
raising
awareness.
Generally, children are adopted
through a legal adoption process
or the foster care approach.
Adoption requires the fulfillment
of a number of important and
detailed criteria, including having
adequate financial resources (e.g.
certain amount of money in the
bank) and other requirements to
ensure the child’s welfare after

adoption. Additionally, for an
adoption to be legal it must be
approved by a court of law.
While residing in the orphanage,
children are raised with utmost
love and care. The orphanage,
in partnership with the MLHW,
provides children with access to
food, shelter, sanitation, clothing,
education (pre-elementary level),
recreational activities, love,
affection, care, and protection.
Financial support is provided by
the Ministry of Finance.
Passing through the main
road to Godaif, one can hear the
discreet cheers of children. As
you enter the premises of the
Ministry, you instantly notice
the large, open spaces, tall trees,
thick bushes, colorful flowers,
and serene, peaceful atmosphere.
The orphanage is located in
the west wing of the Ministry,
with a blue villa, surrounded by
trees and flowers, home to the
orphans. Their “families” are the
employees of the MLHW, with
caregivers acting as “mothers”
and “fathers”. They do their
job with love, respect, and deep
dedication.
While adopting is rare, the
habit of visiting orphanages and
extending material assistance are
quite common among Eritreans,
especially young people. Visitors
provide gifts to the children,
spend hours playing with them,

read them books, help them with
preschool work, and engage
in various other activities to
entertain them. In the blue villa,
no one is ever home alone.
At age 6, children leave the
orphanage and move on to group
homes. Group homes are unique,
and there are several throughout
the country. These homes aim
to allow children to grow up
with a sense of “normalcy”
and within an “ordinary” or
“traditional” family setting, as
well as enable children to benefit
from community resources as
they grow up. Importantly, the
group homes also try to impart
important family values, norms,
and lessons that are dear to the
Eritrean society and identity.
Generally, retired parents
or volunteer parents assume
the responsibility of caring for
orphans. The Ministry examines
the background of all potential
adoptive parents, and extends
financial and housing support
to families that are approved to
adopt children. When children are
placed in adoptive care, efforts
are made to ensure they are
placed within their home regions
or villages. This can help them
trace their origins as they grow
up. Encouragingly, families and
the surrounding community are
accepting and welcoming. They
do not exhibit discrimination
toward orphans, as the Eritrean
people tend to respect others and

tolerate differences.
An important advantage of
living in a group home rather
than in an orphanage is the
lesser number of children. Group
homes do not have more than 12
children; they often “only” have
5 to 10 children. In this relatively
smaller group setting, children
can begin to learn the importance
of family roles. Apart from
household responsibilities like
cleaning or other chores, they
also receive more attention.
For example, they can
experience how it feels when
your mother helps you with
your homework and praises you
for your good school report. It
also surely feels good when an
older brother invites you to play
football with the neighborhood
kids. Getting into a fight with a
sibling for no apparent reason,
only to later make up, get along,
and crack jokes is also a common
part of growing up.
Orphans
slowly
become
reintegrated into society, they
increasingly participate in social
life, and they generally lead
“normal” lives. Going to school
with friends, fooling around,
making mistakes, getting into
trouble, being punished, but
still feeling loved – this is what
they gain by being part of a
family. Once they complete high
school, which occurs when most

orphans are around age 18, they
head to Sawa. There, they join
an even bigger family, made up
of youngsters from all over the
country.
Fortunately, I got the chance
to visit the group homes in
Himberti and Embaderho with
two other social workers. What
I saw was heartwarming and
touching. I thought deeply about
the backgrounds of the children
and what they all might have
been through. At first, they were a
little shy but they soon welcomed
me with tons of love, as is so
common in Eritrean families.
Then they showed me around
their house and their garden.
Proudly, they pointed out all of
the things that they had planted
on their own. Guava, beans,
corn and more – you can find a
variety of green vegetables in
their beautiful garden. They also
showed me a family of ducks that
they care for, as well as some pet
dogs and a rooster. What amazing
children!
The Government and people of
Eritrea understand that children
should be encouraged to develop
their abilities and be creative,
that they should be loved and
feel wanted, and that they should
know they are an important part
of the society. Group homes are a
reflection of this understanding.
Eritreans belong to different
ethnic and linguistic groups.
Despite
their
differences,
however, they maintain a strong
sense of community. They live
in harmony, not paying attention
to differences and frown on
discrimination or intolerance.
If anything, they learn from
their differences and are united
in their diversity. It doesn’t
matter where you come from,
what you went through, or if
you’re rich or poor. People will
always lend you a helping hand,
instead of attempting to degrade
you. In Eritrea, it is normal to be
different. And that is what makes
this country so strong. Respect
and tolerance always defeat hate
and discrimination.
In the blue villa at the
orphanage, no one is ever home
alone. In many ways, Eritrea is
the biggest blue villa ever seen.
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Together
Eritrean (B8) & Ethiopian (ET) Airlines
Code Share Flight: No-Stop
• Asmara- Addis Ababa-Asmara- Daily : Effective October 28/2018
					
• Asmara-Dubai-Asmara – Daily : Effective October 28/2018			
				
• Asmara-Rome-Asmara - 3 Times a week : Effective December 01
/2018 							
• Asmara-Milan-Asmara - 3 Times a week: Effective December 01
/2018						
• Asmara-Stockholm-Asmara - 3 Times a week: Effective December
01 /2018						
• Asmara-Oslo-Asmara - 3 Times a week : Effective December 01
/2018						
For Information contact Eritrean Airlines office, Asmara Tel +
291.1.125500/1 or 124409
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STATEMENT BY H.E. MR. ESTIFANOS AFEWORKI, AMBASSADOR OF THE STATE OF ERITREA TO JAPAN, AT
THE TICAD VI MINISTERIAL MEETING TOKYO, JAPAN
6-7 OCTOBER 2018
Mr. Chairman,
All protocol observed,
In my brief statement today, I would like to
focus on and highlight issues of integration
of resources and efforts to face current
challenges that need to be tackled in the
Horn of Africa. The Peace and Friendship
Treaty recently signed in Jeddah between
Eritrea and Ethiopia is a historic milestone
in the region. Mutual respect, cooperation,
tolerance, and understanding, which are
essential for sustaining regional peace, are
now ready to take off in the Horn Africa,
Nile Basin countries, and the Middle East.
It is important for the TICAD coorganizers to embrace and collaborate
closely with the Horn of Africa leaders’
ideals, as well as accompany the new page
of history availed by the current process,
which aims to build trust, peace, stability,

prosperity, and economic integration in the
region. There is no question that this new
chapter of history and the powerful winds of
change will positively impact regional and
international security arrangements, now and
in the future. The strategic importance of the
Horn of Africa, comprising Djibouti, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, and
Kenya, has long been understood to Europe,
the Middle East, the United States, Russia,
India, China, Japan, and beyond. I will not
dwell in detail on this and other related
historical and geo-political influences in this
meeting.
But one thing that needs to be mentioned
is that the region, including my country,
Eritrea, is fully capable of offering important
opportunities, including a strategic location,
rich resources, business, and other mutual
benefits to Japan’s private and public sector.
It is sufficient to state here that this region is
a part of Africa, where the great Nile River

flows, dotted with rich heritage sites from
historical civilization centers. It also has a
long coast facing the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden,
and Indian Ocean, inhabited by more than
360 million people. Furthermore, it is the
origin of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and
many other indigenous beliefs. It is home
to 746 ethno-linguistic groups, which strive
toward and deserve equal opportunity. This
region is also blessed with abundant skilled
youth and natural resources.
Therefore, genuine support by Japan to
the strategic public and private partnership
efforts of the region, especially in the
areas of quality infrastructure and services
development, is key to the future economic
growth of more than a quarter of a billion
people.
Hence, we call for cooperation from and
support by the TICAD process towards these
goals, which are cardinal and timely in this

important Ministerial follow-up meeting of
TICAD VI.
Items on the Horn of Africa’s to do list
are too many to note at this particular time,
but a focused contribution towards the
development of the strategic trade corridors
of the region and concrete support on the
SDGs, are necessary, as are continued
efforts by the WHO, GLOBAL FUND, and
GAVI health programs through the TICAD
process.
This is an opportune period for foreign
direct investment, know-how, and
technology from Japan to flow into our
region. It is an ideal time to cooperate and
engage in business with our region. Eritrea
looks forward to constructive engagement
with Japan on this new endeavor.
Thank you.

INVITATION FOR BID
Colonnade Mining Group Eritrea Ltd. is inviting a Bid for the
sale of 2 used Toyota Pick-up 4X4 vehicles, on a sealed bid sale
process. Anyone who is interested inviewing these vehicles can
contact our office, details below.
Vehicle details:

• The successful bidder shall sign a sales agreement and make
full payment prior to taking possession of the vehicles 		
• Colonnade mining group will inform the winners by their
submitted address

1.
Toyota Hilux D-4D Double cab Pickup. Year 2010
ER-8-A-3175

Colonnade Mining has the right to cancel whole or partial of the bid.
Bids should be sent to the below address:

2.
Toyota Hilux D-4D Double cab Pickup. Year 2010
ER-8-A-3176

Colonnade Mining Group (Eritrea) Limited,

Buyers required to:
• Submit your bid document in an envelop within 10 days of
this publication							
• The successful bidder shall pay the offered price, and
collect the cars within 3 weeks of the payment 			

5th Floor, S.A. Building
189 Warsay Avenue, Tiravolo,
Office number: 112210
Asmara, Eritrea
Contact Person: Lia
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Edward Denison

Asmara, or as the Italians call it, the little Rome, is a city with marvelous architectural wonders. Not long ago, in fact, the city was recognized
by UNESCO, which added it the prestigious World Heritage list. Increasingly, tourists from around the world are flocking to see Asmara’s rich
architectural sites.
Today, Q&A speaks to a group of architects and others interested in architecture. The group, which is from the Research Collegium at the
Swedish Research Institute in Istanbul, is studying Asmara’s unique historical buildings and architecture. The research project will also involve a
comparison of Asmara’s architectural heritage with Scandinavian architectural designs.

(Dr. Gertrud Olsson) Thank
you for being with us today, Dr.
Gertrud Olsson. Would you please
introduce yourself?
Thank you for having us. Well,
to start with, I am an architect and
a researcher in architecture and
different areas. I am interested
in colors, tiles, the connection
between different cultures and its
modernity. I am a member of the
Research Collegium at the Swedish
Research Institute in Istanbul.
When did you decide to come to
work in Eritrea?
We have been reading about the
historical architectural buildings of
Asmara and the Ottoman Empire
expanses for a very long time now.
However, we have been planning
and preparing to come here with a
project for about three years. It is a
wonderful thing to be here, to walk
around the beautiful city and talk
to the friendly people. I just want
to say that the Eritrean people are
kind and fun to be with. We have
enjoyed our stay to the fullest. We
had an amazing time in Asmara.
We had the chance to visit Adulis
to see the influence of the Ottoman
Empire cultures.
Eritrea has many interesting
and spectacular architectural sites
which are in good condition,
particularly bearing in mind the
time in which they were built.
There are a number of cinemas that
are very interesting when it comes
to conservation. Some of them are
in a good state and some are in need
of urgent restoration. When one
country possesses as impressive a
heritage as Eritrea, it is necessary
to look after the buildings so that
they are maintained for the coming

generations.
(Prof. Johan Mårtelius) It is
nice to meet you Professor Johan
Mårtelius, would you please tell
us a little about yourself?
It is my pleasure, I am an
architect and I am also a professor
in Architectural History at the
Royal Technical University in
Stockholm. I specialize in Ottoman
architecture and architectural
historiography. For three years, I
have been working as the Director
of the Swedish Research Institute in
Istanbul. That is one of the reasons
I am here today, besides my great
interest.
What is your group’s mission?
It was quite many years ago that
Edward Denison published a book
about Asmara and how it should be
considered an important puzzle to
the modernist norm. Accordingly,
we had many discussions about
how we could do something in
the country regarding architecture.
I am glad to say that it is nice to
finally be here. One of our main
purposes was to visit the main
architectural sites to observe
and document them, in terms of
structures, materials, spaces, and
other aspects.
Our study looks to explore the
modernist architecture in Asmara
in an international and regional
framework. If our studies are a
success, we plan to publish them.
Of course, this will help spread
recognition of Eritrea’s unique,
modernist architecture and design.
We are going to first write the
articles in Swedish and then
translate them to other languages.
Part of the project is to see the traces
of the Ottoman Empire, which we

Dr. Gertrud Olsson, Prof. Johan Mårtelius and Greger Widgren
have seen more in Massawa than in
Asmara.
As
an
architect,
what
architectural site fascinated you
the most?
To be honest, every single day,
everywhere we went, we kept being
amazed by every building that we
saw. I would be lying if I said that
I had a favorite one because there
are just too many to select from. I
mean, we have seen and read about
the buildings before in books, but
to actually see the excellence of
the buildings and how they are
connected is just mesmerizing.
(Greger Widgren) Hello. I see
that you are not an architect,
unlike the others in the group.
Yes, my background is different.
I am a former lawyer and Deputy
Director-General at the Swedish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I used
to be fascinated by the stories I have
heard and read about the beautiful
historical sites of Asmara. I am glad

to be here. It’s my first time, like the
others. It is extremely interesting
to see so many unique buildings.
I didn’t expect it to be so much in
just one city. It is remarkable to see
so many historical buildings all
over town.
How do you think your projects
will influence the country?
Eritrea has been isolated for a
long time now. Not many people
know about it. We hope that we
can do more to expose its beauty
to the world. This is only the first
step. We have been here for a week
and we had a lot to cover during
our stay. I hope that all goes well
and we can be here to continue to
work.
In your projects, you plan to
compare Eritrea’s architectural
sites with Scandinavian ones.
Would you please elaborate on
that?
Modernity
in
architecture
is sometimes labeled as an

international style, which is in
some aspects true. But there are
also many regional styles and other
features to be considered, as well.
We think that Asmara is capable of
being compared with some of the
countries with great architectural
styles.
What other aspects will you
include in your project?
We are going to consider the
relationship between the Italian
architects and local Eritreans. Also,
we are going to include details
about the buildings that we see and
we plan to do an exhibition of the
buildings.
Anything you would like to
add?
From the minute we took a step
in Asmara, we had a great reception
from everyone. I want to express
my gratitude to all the people
who supported and guided us. In
particular, we are thankful to the
people from the Asmara Heritage
Project.

