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Egypt’s Minister of Health conducts
working visit in Eritrea
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Students Independence Week in Sawa
Students of the Sawa Vocational
Training Center organized programs
on 11 and 12 May in connection
with the 28th Independence Day
Anniversary under the theme
“Youth Equipped with Knowledge
and Skill: Vanguard of National
Development”.
Noting that the program focused
on educational and artistic activities,
the head of the National Union of
Eritrean Youth and Students branch
at the center, Mr. Robel Tekle, said
that activities including general
knowledge completion, debating,
poems and short stories as well
as traditional and modern music
performances were part of the
program.

Dr. Hala Mustafa al-Seid,
Minister of Health of the Republic
of Egypt, conducted official
working visit in Eritrea.
Ms.
Amina
Nurhussen,
Minister of Health and Dr. Hala
Mustafa met and held talks at
Asmara Palace Hotel focusing
on strengthening relations and
cooperation between the two
countries in the health sector.
The two Ministers accompanied
by Mr. Yasser Ali Mahmud,
Ambassador of Egypt in Eritrea,
and heads of the Ministry of
Health visited the Orotta, Dembe
Sembel, Halibet and Brhan Aini
Hospitals and were provided

briefings on their activities.
Minister Amina Nurhussen
said that the visit of Dr. Hala will
make significant contribution
in strengthening the existing
cooperation and exchange of
experiences between the two
sides in the health sector.
Underlining the long years of
historic relations between Eritrea
and Egypt, Dr. Hala said that
the visit is a continuation of the
ongoing exchange of visits by
officials of both countries.
Pointing out that Egypt will learn
from the experience of the victory
Eritrea achieved in controlling

28th Independence Day
anniversary celebrations
The official 28th Independence Day anniversary celebration will start
nationwide from 15 to 24 May under the theme “Resilience for Higher
Progress”.
Indicating that sports activities and schools independence week have
been underway beginning from 4 May, Ambassador Zemede Tekle,
Commissioner of Culture and Sports, pointed out that the Independence
Day celebrations will incorporate musical and artistic performances by
Eritrean and Foreign artists, handicrafts and innovation exhibitions, carnival,
community gatherings as well as cultural and community programs.
Ambassador Zemede also said that cultural troupes from Japan, China
and Egypt will stage programs.
Pointing out that this year’s Independence Day theme is “Resilience
for Higher Progress”, Ambassador Zemede said that it reflects the noble
culture and values of perseverance and commitment of the Eritrean people
that enable it to reach to this period of peaceful prospect and cooperation.

Mr. Robel went on to say that
painting competition, fashion shows
and designing were staged reflecting
the talent and tendencies of the
students.
Ms. Mensura Ismail, Head of the
National Union of Eritrean Youth
and Students in Sawa and Institutions
of Higher Education, said that
the students’ week was organized
in cooperation with the NUEYS
and Sawa Vocational Training
Center, and similar programs will
be conducted in other Institutions
of Higher Education. She also
commended those who contributed
in the realization of the program.
At the event prizes were handed out
to winners of various competitions.

communicable diseases, Dr. Hala
said that Eritrea will also learn
from the experience Egypt had
to go through to eradicate Yellow
Fever.
Minister Amina also hosted
dinner reception in honor of
Dr. Hala and her delegation at
Asmara Palace Hotel.

Eritreans in Cairo celebrate
Independence Day Anniversary
The
Eritrean
community
members in Cairo, Egypt, have
celebrated the 28th Independence
Day Anniversary under the theme
“Resilience for Higher Progress”.
At the event in which a number
of nationals took part, Mr. Fasil
Gebreselasie, Eritrea’s Ambassador

to Egypt, said that the Eritrean
people over the past 60 years
have emerged victorious against
all conspiracies through their
perseverance. Ambassador Fasil
also expressed expectation that in
the new era of peace the Eritrean
people will renew their pledge to
double their effort in the nation-

building process.
The
heads
of
Eritrean
communities, the National Union
of Eritrean Youth and Students
as well as the National Union
of Eritrean Women delivered
messages in connection with the 28th
Independence Day anniversary.
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Eritrean farmer adopts new techniques
to control Tuta absoluta
The Ministry of Agriculture
(MOA), Regulatory Services
Department (RSD) is promoting
new techniques of Tuta absoluta
control to minimize the use of
pesticides.
According to Mr. Amanuel
Ghirmay of the Plant and
Plant Products Safety and
QualityInspection Unit, RSD, Tuta
absoluta, the devastating tomato
pest, has infested tomato farms
almost throughout the country.
Many farmers have been relying
on heavy chemical applications
to control the pest. Some of them
even continued to apply pesticides
until the day of harvest. This
resulted in contaminated tomatoes
sold in markets of Asmara and
other towns.
Following this, RSD damped
256 quintals [25,600 kg] of
contaminated tomatoes in the
previous year.
Under this circumstance, Mr.
Mensur Mualem, a hard-working
and innovative farmer from Dige,
a sub-zone in Gash Barka region,
understood the drawbacks of
relying on chemicals and started
a new technique to control Tuta
absoluta.
Mr. Mensur Mualem grows
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southwest Pakistan and control
was undertaken.
There is a moderate risk that
adult groups and perhaps a few
small swarms will move early
towards the Indo-Pakistan summer
breeding areas in about mid-June.
Spring breeding commenced
in the interior of Saudi Arabia,
where hoppers formed groups and
bands.

Tuta absoluta is an emerging pest of tomatoes known by the common names tomato leafminer, tomato pinworm
or tomato moth in South America. An Eritrean farmer finds a way to kill these devastating pests without using
any pesticides.
tomatoes, bananas and other
vegetables on more than 10
hectares of land.
Mr. Amanuel commended the
unique awareness that Mr. Mensur
possesses and said, “He knew
something other farmers didn’t.
He understood the contamination
on consumers as well as the
damage caused by chemicals on
the beneficial soil organisms,
wells, rivers, and wildlife around
the farm. He said that he found
many dead birds that ate tomatoes
treated with chemicals.”
To avoid this disaster, Mr.
Mualem had to take unique
measures. Knowing that Tuta
absoluta insects are attracted to
light, he bought 400 light traps.
The light trap is a very simple
combination of kerosene powered
lamp placed inside a plastic dish,
half-filled with water. The insects

are attracted to the lights and
fly around without attacking the
plants. While doing so, many of
them drown in the water.
Since the pest is active at night,
Mr. Mensur lights the lanterns
early in the evening and put them
around his tomato field (See
picture). In the morning, he finds
hundreds of adult Tuta absoluta
insects drowned in the water.
He says that in all his efforts,
extension staff from the MOA and
regional inspectors provided him
with adequate technical assistance
and encouragements.
Mr. Mensur says ever since
he introduced these traps, his
farm has been healthier than the
surrounding farms. Moreover
the new technique helped him
reduce the amount of pesticide he
applies.

Meanwhile, the FAO-Desert
locust bulletin, in its May3, 2019
issue, released the following
information. While the Desert
Locust situation improved along
both sides of the Red Sea during
April, it intensified in spring
breeding areas of Saudi Arabia
and Iran. Substantial aerial and
ground control operations treated
more than 86 000 ha in Iran
where breeding continued for a
third consecutive month within a
large portion of the south, giving
rise to groups of hoppers and
adults, hopper bands and a few
swarms. Smaller-scale breeding
occurred in adjacent areas of

Aerial and ground teams treated
more than 27 000 ha on the coast
and in the interior. Swarms formed
in Yemen from earlier breeding in
the southern Empty Quarter and
moved throughout the interior
of the country where survey
and control operations were not
possible, so locals were catching
and eating locusts.
Several swarms moved to
Najran, Saudi Arabia. A few small
adult groups moved from eastern
Yemen to northern Oman where
they laid eggs and limited control
operations were conducted.
Nevertheless,
small-scale
breeding is expected. In Yemen,
hatching will cause locust numbers
to increase significantly in the
interior where hopper bands are
expected to form. Elsewhere local
breeding occurred in northwest
Mauritania where control was
undertaken and the situation will
remain calm.

NEWS
Workshop to review draft pesticide
legislation
Validation workshop to review the Draft Pesticides Legislation was
conducted from 9 to 10 May at the National Confederation of Eritrean
Workers Hall.
Mr. Tekleab Misgina, Director General of Regulation and
Supervision Service in the Ministry of Agriculture, indicated that the
objective of the workshop was to review and enrich the legislation that
was prepared 12 years ago in cooperation with pertinent institutions.
The legislation will incorporate modality of importing pesticides,
its environmental impact, documentation, legal measures on illegal
pesticides entering the country as well as means of transporting and
storage.
The participants conducted discussion of the draft legislation.
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May in the history of Eritrea
Simon Weldemichael
A society without a collective
memory is like an individual
suffering from a loss of memory.
The long tradition of resistance
of Eritreans has turned every
place in Eritrea into a historical
place and every day into a
historical period with memorable
events. The month of May has
hosted many honorable as well
as terrible events. Dear readers, I
feel delighted to share with you
some of the major events that
happened in May.
5th May 1941: the association
for the love of country (Eritrea)
was established. Immediately
after the end of the over fifty years
of Italian rule and the beginning
of the British Administration,
Mahber Fikri Hager (Association
for the Love of Country), the first
national Eritrean organization
to represent the entire society,
emerged in 1941. On May 5,
1941, a diverse group of Eritreans
established the first political
organization. The Association
elected a 12-man leadership
divided equally between six
Christians and six Moslems.
Gebremeskel Weldu was elected
president and Abdulkadir Kebire
became vice-president of the

patriotic association. Other
members included Weldeab
Weldemariam and Ibrahim Sultan
who later played a great role in
the struggle for the independence
of Eritrea.
28th May 1962: the martyr
and hero Hamid Idris Awate
passed away. Hamid Idris Awate
was the man who assumed the
title of “father of the Eritrean
armed struggle” for he became
the first man to fire the bullet
against Ethiopian colonization in
September 1961. However, this
doesn’t mean that the Eritrean
struggle for independence started
in 1961. The struggle of Eritreans
against foreign invaders was a
process that involved generations.
Hamid fought against the British
and the Ethiopians starting from
the 1940s. The personal trait of
Hamid Idris Awate was enviable.
He was honest, charismatic,
visionary,
courageous,
magnanimous, and a man of
integrity and few words.
Awate died when our revolution
was in its infancy and when it
was in desperate need for his
leadership. He left a legacy
of heroism, courage and selfreliance among others. The death
of the first leader of the Eritrean

revolution, Hamid Idris Awate,
was kept a secret for several years
to keep the morale of the people
and the liberation army. Awate’s
burial place was also kept a secret
for many years, known only to
few fighters. After independence,
in 1994, the government relocated
the body of martyr Hamid Idris
Awate to Haikota and built a
monument there in his image
riding a horse.
20th May 1984: first commando
operation at Asmara airport.
EPLF commando units performed
a daring attack on the Ethiopian
air force base in Asmara. Sixteen
EPLF commandos participated in
the operation. The planning and
implementation of the operation
was among the wonders of the
Eritrean revolution. The devoted
commandos did the operation
within eighteen minutes and so
the operation is now called Srhit
qiya 18 deqayq (‘the miracle of
eighteen minutes operation’).
In this miraculous operation
33 Ethiopian war planes were
destroyed.
12th May 1988: 400 civilians
were massacred in She’ib. The
violence of the Ethiopian army
against the civilian population
increased towards the end of

the armed struggle. In retaliation
for a humiliating defeat in the
battle of Afabet and the demise of
the Ethiopian Nadew command
in which Ethiopia’s best army
was routed, there was a series of
massacres. On 12th May 1988,
the Ethiopian army ordered the
inhabitants of She’ib to gather on
the eastern plain of She’ib, and
400 people including pregnant
women, children and elders were
rounded up. The Ethiopian army
encircled the people and overrun
them using tanks.
The She’ib massacre was
so barbaric and cruel that
400 innocent civilians were
mercilessly killed. As a tribute to
the victims, a monument, with the
names of the victims inscribed,
was erected in She’ib.
Many poems and songs have
been produced to commemorate
the suffering of the Eritrean
people under the Ethiopian army.
In 1989, at the memorial service to
honor the dead one year after the
She’ib massacre, patriot Zeineb
Yasin had described the barbaric
action of the Derg as a sign of
madness and frustration and lent

her motherly and patriotic advice
to the people of Eritrea to stand
firm and continue to persevere.
24th May 1991: liberation
of Asmara. The political and
armed struggle of Eritreans for
liberation was one of the longest
and bloodiest wars of liberation
in Africa. Spanning for half a
century, it finally successfully
removed Ethiopian occupation
with the liberation of Asmara on
24th May 1991. The tenacity and
bravery of the Eritrean freedom
fighters captured the hearts of
the international community and
their echo of victory alarmed the
world.
The EPLF made a wise decision
to legitimize the military victory
through a fair and just referendum.
As a result, the official declaration
of independence was made after
the UN-monitored referendum
in May 1993. On May 24th
1993, Eritrea became the newest
African state to join the camp of
independent nations. On that day,
independent Eritrea’s new flag
was hoisted and Eritrea emerged
as a sovereign and independent
state.
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Mesob: the Symbol of Unity and Prosperity

It is one of the Eritrean
traditional handicrafts made
of the palm straw, adorned
in a diversity of colors and
accomplished through efforts of
creativity.
This beautiful household
utensil, where food (injera – the
sour dough flat bread) is kept
or even a traditional Tigrigna
dish is served is Mesob or the
breadbasket.
Its name has been used for
long as an idiom for prosperity
and affluence as it is the hub of
food security among
the
Tigrigna
society in

p a r t i c u l a r.
Thus, describing
Mesob as a symbol of
Eritrean prosperity, unity and
creativity would only be doing it
justice.
When Eritrea presented its
cultural objects at the 2010
World Expo in China,
the Mesob was
among the
biggest

the expectations of the organizers.
Undoubtedly, Mesob has the
artistic touch and beauty.
Whether it has food or not
the Mesob is always a sign
of prosperity in its traditional
beauty.

The way the Mesob stands
straight impressively perhaps
hints to its primarily intended
design to stand as a perfect
symbol of affluence. Looking at
it with analytical eyes, it looks

appearing again to be the widest
circular structure.

This gives it the structure of a
woman with a small waist, giving
the dexterity of art as though
it was born out of a thoughtful
attempt of a professional
architect. The structure of Mesob
also resembles the traditional
dress of Tigrigna women, which
stands as a token of beauty.
As you proceed from just
seeing to looking, you can’t help
noticing the secret symbol of
the society: the circle.
M a n y

like a champion of artisanship.
Wide at its base, it is narrow
in the middle, with the head

household
items are circular
-- the Mogogo (clay
oven), the Kitcha (the traditional
bread), the Tsahli (traditional
earthenware pot) and the Injera
itself all feature a circular
structure. It then dawns on you
that this is simply the traditional
invention of the Eritrean
mother.
Many years
ago, an

something that would serve her
as storage for injera, her most
delicate food. And she had to
do it with materials readily
accessible to her. So she came
up with the idea of using the
palm raffia. She split it into tiny
strands and made tiny bundles,
wrapped them with a straw fiber,
which she then wove together to
make the beautiful Mesob.
Looking at the intricate process
of making a Mesob, one can only
imagine that it might have taken
a very long time. A woman can
complete one Mesob in around
five months. This is taking into
account the fact that the mother
only does it in her spare time,
after a tiresome day of domestic
chores. But the beauty is worth
the waiting.

attractions,
which was beyond

Eritrean
mother
had
to come up with

The mother takes one stitch
at a time understanding one of
nature’s best secrets that time
and patience always payoff those

who endure.
It seems as though Mesob
was deliberately made to denote
the unity that Eritreans proudly
boast about, as one discovers that
Mesob takes part in the culture
that incorporates harmony and
togetherness: the Meadi. If a
western invention provided us
with the dining table to gather
around for a meal, a traditional
family of the Tigrigna society
would use Mesob.
As everyone extends his hand
to take his share from the food
provided over the Mesob, it’s as
if some sort of gravitational force
draws everybody to integrate.
It is not an arbitrary choice
then, for Eritreans to attempt
to symbolize their unity and
prosperity with this simple but
ponderous invention.
Amin A.
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destiny: ultimate agency of humanism
Seventy thousand years ago,
Homo Sapiens were still insignificant
animals minding their own business
in a corner of Africa. In the following
millennia, the Homo Sapien
transformed itself into the overlord
of the entire planet and the threat of
the ecosystem. Today, it stands on
the verge of acting as God, poised to
acquire not only the eternal youth, but
also the divine abilities of creation
and destruction. In fact, despite the
astonishing things that humans are
capable of doing, we remain unsure
of our fate and seem as discontented
as ever. We have advanced from
the basic creation of fire to clone
formation – still nobody seems
sure where to we are headed. The
more we outmarch expectations, the
more power seems to be piled up by
certain groups that do not necessarily
give the individual sapiens more
ease in life, but also brings about
immense misery to other animals.
Although the improvement in the
lot of humanity is too recent and
fragile to be certain of, humans are
getting the picture that every single
sapien is destined to have a mark on
this muddy ball we live in and life to
have a story told about.
Every religious doctrine there
is or that is coming into existence
promises certain things to its
followers. Among them lies the
anticipation that whichever God
you’re following has preordained
an eternal fortune set aside only for
you. This so called fate of yours can
only be accessed and put into effect
when you start to commit yourself to
the cause of the religion. Whether it
is Islam’s kismet or Buddha’s karma,
the very first piece offering expected
of believers is their unconditional
devotion to their religious cause.
Once fulfilled, then all the gateway
to your ultimate satisfaction unfolds
and you get to live happily ever after.
That was when times were simple
and information flows were one-way.
Nowadays, people manage to grow
their egocentrism exponentially and
develop intuitive feeling of over-thetop livelihood expectations. We tend
to use parts of religious teaching that
assure us that we are called upon for
some ultimate reason that plays a
role in the world. They even go so far
to imagine without their sacrifices,
the sun would not rise and the world
would disintegrate. History even
shows that this kind of ideology
often leads to people believing that
they are the center of the world, their
cultures being the linchpin of human

civilization. Take, for example,
Orthodox Jews are genuinely
convinced that they are the most
important thing in the world. Name
any human achievement or invention
and they will quickly claim credit
for it. Funny thing is they quote
biblical passages like Genesis 25:6
which reads “And to the sons of his
concubines Abraham gave gifts, and
while he was still living he sent them
away from his son Isaac, eastward
to the east country.” Jews use this
to take credit for practices like yoga
believing all basic yoga postures
derive from the shape of the letters
of the Hebrew alphabet.
At a certain point in life, most of
us embark on seeking the reason for
our existence assuming there is one.
Mark Twain once said that the two
most important days in your life are
the day you were born and the day
you find out why. Likewise, current
thought leaders urge us to stand out
as extraordinary people and work to
reach our calling. Thing is, the word
extraordinary contains two parts:
“extra” before “ordinary” designates
that you have to be a bit more special
to fit the description. But, here
everyone feels like extraordinary
being and the new extraordinary
is that same old ordinary being.
How come all folks in the world
are born to stand out in community
whereas in reality the vast majority
end up going through pretty normal
routines. God can’t just make plans

for all of us to excel in life but later
end up getting cold feet. Every single
one of us is unhappy about where we
are because we believe greater affairs
are arranged for us while we are only
spending days engaged in mediocrity.
It goes without saying that everyone
deserves jubilant modus vivendi and
life should be about moments that
elate time to come.
Buddhism argues that your idea of
who “you” are is an arbitrary mental
construction and that you should let
go of the idea that “you” exist at all;
that the arbitrary metrics by which
you define yourself actually trap you
and thus you’re better off letting go
of everything. When we let go of
the stories we tell about ourselves,
to ourselves, we free ourselves up to
actually act (and fail) and grow. There
is little that is unique or special about
your problems. How come matters
that bother us are different from
the ones in our surrounding unless
they were faced and dealt with to
begin with? Any belief of provided
fate entitles oneself to be threatened
by everything. Instead let’s give up
the supply of emotional highs that
you’ve been sustaining yourself on
for years. Like a junkie giving up the
needle, you’re going to go through
withdrawal when you start giving up
these things. But you’ll come out the
other side much better. Let’s choose
defining ourselves in the simplest
and most ordinary ways possible: a
student, a partner, a friend, a reader

or somewhat harmonizing our life.
There is a certain comfort that
comes with knowing how you fit
in the world. Anything that shakes
up that comfort – even if it could
potentially make your life better –
is inherently scary. But, life is all
about chances we take in it because
as Samuel Butler says “Life is like
music, it must be composed by ear,
feeling and instinct, not by rule.”
For this music to echo with distinct
melody, we need to invest to making
our time worthwhile not expecting to
land something just because we are
destined to be. People see God as a
stern and worldly lawgiver, about
whom one knows only too much
but always seems to forget the fact
whichever God one has in mind
doesn’t work for, but with oneself.
That’s why one needs to give Him
reason to help for his/her cause, if
one believes He has a say in it. Let’s
not make our lives devoid of charms,
of the mornings that make waking
up worthwhile. Keep in mind that
actions express priorities; man is
made or unmade by himself and
with the right choices, he ascends.
Life is not a story before us and that
same story to be told long after we
leave. The privilege of lifetime is to
be who you truly are. Destiny it can
be after we discover ourselves, in the
meantime we are bound to be happy
and enjoy the time we spend because
it is not wasted if reveled.
Destiny is a destination after a life
journey with many bumps in the road.

Ours should be able to reflect our past
and the goals we checked out along
the way. We may not end up with
the picture we had in mind because
there is nothing easily remade as
our definition of ourselves. But that
shouldn’t keep us from reckoning
that hard work can result in much
better version of ourselves, a version
one didn’t even see coming. The
moment you find yourself on the side
of the majority, it’s time to pause and
reflect. This gives you a prospect as
the extraordinary being you believe
to be your destiny, only this time
through the decisions you make in
real life. We are destined to work
for the achievements in our dreams,
the ones that don’t allow us to sleep.
Only then will things fall into place
with all the little pieces we managed
to do right. Let’s admire life for what
it is, a play where the actors get to
write their own lines regardless of
what everyone else thinks and feels.
We give meaning to our existence,
not the other way around. We are
entitled to a life worthy of the efforts
we pour out to the world which
brings me to a saying that goes like
“Whatever follows ‘I am’, comes
looking for you.” So, the notion of
any transcendent reality beyond the
thought of destiny should bring joy
because the very motion of our lives
is toward happiness, the settling of
the soul into its most appropriate
spot as Aristotle put it beautifully.
By Fessehaye Asmerom

Eritrea Profile, Wednesday, May 15, 2019

6

Vol. 26 No.22

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public that The
National Insurance Corporation of Eritrea Share
Company will hold its 15th Ordinary Annual
General Meeting of Shareholders on the 1st of
June 2019.
Place: HOTEL ASMARA PALACE - (SELAM
CONFERENCE HALL)
Time: 8:00 a.m. Commencement of the
Meeting

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public that
The National Insurance Corporation of
Eritrea Share Company, pursuant to Art.
423 and 425 of the Transitional Commercial
Code of Eritrea will hold its 3rd ExtraOrdinary General Meeting of Shareholders
on 1st of June, 2019.

Agenda for the Meeting
1. Adoption of the Agenda
2. Appointment of the Resolutions
Committee
3. Approval of the Minutes of the 14th
Ordinary Annual General Meeting
4. Matters Arising from the 14th Ordinary
Annual General Meeting
5. Management’s Report on the Activities of
the Corporation
6. Report of the Board of Directors
7. Report on the 2018 Accounts and the
Appropriation of Profits
8. Appointment of External Auditors
9. Any Other Business
10.
Date and Venue of the 16th Ordinary
Annual General Meeting
All shareholders are called upon to attend the
meeting. Documents relevant to the meeting
may be collected from our head office starting
from 29th of May, 2019.
Shareholders who cannot attend the meeting
in person can collect their instrument of proxy
from our head office or from our website www.
niceritrea.com and shall submit the completed
form not later than the 12:00 hrs 31st of May,
2019.
National Insurance Corporation of Eritrea
Share Co.
By the order of the Board of Directors

Place: HOTEL ASMARA PALACE - (SELAM
CONFERENCE HALL)
Time: 7:30 a.m. Registration of participants
8:00 a.m. Commencement of the
meeting
Agenda for the Meeting
1. Adoption of the Agenda
2. Amendment of the Memorandum and
Articles of Association
All shareholders are called upon to attend
the meeting. Documents relevant to the
meeting may be collected from our head
office starting from 29th of May, 2019.
Shareholders who cannot attend the
meeting in person can collect their
instrument of proxy from our head office
or from our website www.niceritrea.com and
shall submit the completed form not later
than the 12:00 hrs 31st of May, 2019.
National Insurance Corporation of
Eritrea Share Co.
By the order of the Board of Directors
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THE STATE OF ERITREA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
PROGRAMME (NAP)

THE STATE OF ERITREA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
PROGRAMME (NAP)

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1

The Government of Eritrea has received a Grant from the
International Fund for Agricultural Development towards
the cost of National Agricultural Project(NAP) and it is
intended that part of the proceeds of this Grant will be
applied to eligible payments under the contract for the :Supply of Office Stationeries Supply Sanitary Material,
Supply of Photocopier, Supply of Vegetable Seed ,Supply
of Different Seed Varity and Seedling , supply of honey
processing and filling machine and honey container, supply
of milk container ,supply of class lll climatologically station
equipment and materials .
					

2

The Eligible bidders should have a renewed License for
2018/19 appropriate for these supplies.				

3

Bid shall be Valid for a Period of 120 days after Bid opening,
and must be accompanied by a bid Security of 2% at any
Eritrean Bank with ERN or any convertible currency and
delivered to Procurement and Supplies Management Unit
Office on or before 11/06/2019 local hours 14:30 PM and
will be opened on the same date at 15:00 PM Local hours
in the presence of the Bidders or their Representatives who
wish to attend.								

4. Eligible bidders may bid for a complete lot.
5. A complete set of bidding documents may be collected by
any interested Eligible bidders from the address below.
Ministry of Agriculture, Procurement and Supply
management Unit, Sawa Street,
P.O.BOX 1048, Tel: 00291-1-189266/00291-1-180699
Fax: 00291-1-181415
E-mail: yosiefberhe7@gmail.com /sinadostesfay@gmail.
com/
Asmara, Eritrea								
6. Bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders or their
representatives who choose to attend at 15:00 Pm Local
Time hrs on June 11/2019.
The Ministry of Agriculture reserves the right to accept or reject
this bid fully or in part if it finds any option better than this
IFB without needing to justify the grounds for it doing so and
Compensation which the bidder may incurred in Preparing its
bid.

Ministry of Agriculture

1
The Government of Eritrea has received a Grant
from the International Fund for Agricultural Development
towards the cost of National Agricultural Project(NAP) and
it is intended that part of the proceeds of this Grant will
be applied to eligible payments under the contract for the :Lot.1 Supply of Formulated horse feed lot 2. Barley and
Sorghum Lot. 3 poultry feed 			
2
The Eligible bidders should have a renewed License
for 2019 appropriate for these supplies.					
3
Bid shall be Valid for a Period of 120 days after Bid
opening, and must be accompanied by a bid Security of
2% at any Eritrean Bank and delivered to Procurement and
Supplies Management Unit Office on or before 11/06/2019
local hours 14:30 PM and will be opened on the same date at
15:00 PM Local hours in the presence of the Bidders or their
Representatives who wish to attend.					
			
4. Eligible bidders may bid for a complete lot.
5. A complete set of bidding documents may be collected
by any interested Eligible bidders from the address below.
Ministry of Agriculture, Procurement and Supply management
Unit, Sawa Street,
P.O.BOX 1048, Tel: 00291-1-189266/00291-1-180699
Fax: 00291-1-181415
E-mail: yosiefberhe7@gmail.com / sinadostesfay@gmail.
com/
Asmara, Eritrea								
6. Bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders or their
representatives who choose to attend at 15:00 Pm Local Time
hrs on June 11, 2019.
The Ministry of Agriculture reserves the right to accept or
reject this bid fully or in part if it finds any option better
than this IFB without needing to justify the grounds for it
doing so and Compensation which the bidder may incurred
in Preparing its bid.

Ministry of Agriculture
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“I capture whatever I want to produce,” says artist Vickram. His
photography is known to be exceptional.

Billion Temesghen

best way to seize moments and
make them last long.

We talk today to Vikram Khali, an all-rounded
artist whose brand, Vikcy Designs, is noticeable
in the market. Vikcy Designs, a brand that
includes photography, graphic design and fine art
photography is the representation of what the spirit
of the Eritrean youth is really about as it is a brand
locally loved by the youth. Newlyweds and young
entrepreneurs trust the brand. Here is the young
man behind it all.

Thank you for your time,
Vikram. We are trying to
understand who you are and what
‘Vikcy Designs’ stands for. Can
you please introduce yourself to
our readers?
I am Vikram and I am an artist.
‘Vicky Designs’ is the logo of my
work. I mainly do photography
and graphic design but I came a
long way to get to where I am now.
So I prefer to think of myself as an
artist.
Can you tell us about your “long
road”? How did it all start?
I have always loved observing
my surrounding and capture
special instances in my head. I
am a painter. I painted when I
was much younger. So, I enjoyed
painting what I admired most and
express it through my own point of
view. I found literal expression of
what I’d admired in moments that
don’t last through my drawings
and paintings. Camera came in
here, at this stage. I started using
an old family camera when I was

in fourth grade. I captured as many
moments as I could and because I
couldn’t afford to develop the film
and print the photos, I would just
collect the film and wait for my
family to print them out. Back in
the days I didn’t quite understand
the concept of photography but I
never stopped taking photos.
So, for me it all started with
painting. From there bit by bit I
got to photography and from now
onwards I am devoting myself to
fine art photography. In my early
childhood I enrolled at an art
school and learned fine arts. I was
in seventh grade then. My friends
and I were enthusiastic about fine
arts and we learned with so much
passion. Much later, I met Eritrea’s
famous
cartoonist,
Habtom
Abahagoy, and I admired him a
lot while learning from him in his
class at first, and then even working
with him later on. Furthermore,
I got into graphic designing as a
teenager. I tried my best to master
Adobe Photoshop. I wanted to fix
characters and the fact that I had
studied cartoon helped a lot when

Let’s get back to Vicky
Photography for weddings.

combined with Photoshop.
You got into graphic designing
too.
I did. I design logos for
businesses or individuals. I like to
immerse myself in the creation of
logos and brands. Like I told you
before I have that natural tendency
of observing special traits in my
surrounding. I like to challenge
myself and reach the pick of my
creativity. Honestly, I enjoy graphic
designs and please my clients with
designs that can best represent
them and their profession.
Is there a profession that you
mastered most?
I focused on photography. I didn’t
want to do all of the professions
separately. I didn’t want to be a
‘master of none’. And now I am
embarking on fine art photography
and I would like to continue to
grow on this path.
Vicky Designs is the passion of
many newlyweds. How did you
start wedding photography?
I started working on wedding
photography in 2008. My family
runs a video production house.
So besides everything else related
to video production they do, there
they also do wedding videos. So
since 2008 I took part in the family
business for a while.
Do you do video too?
No I don’t. The idea of it didn’t
really thrill me that much. It is
easier and more pragmatic to
capture genuine moments with
a still camera. When it comes to
videography, for me, most of it is
pure acting. Photography is the

One special moment made me
realize the importance of wedding
photography. I was working at a
wedding once and that wedding
was expected to be the most
special day in the lives of the
bride’s and groom’s families. The
bride’s father was kind of the main
character in the couple’s love
story. He was a great father to his
daughter and a good friend to the
groom’s family. Unfortunately, the
man passed away in the morning
hours, right before the begging
of the ceremony. My friend and
I were there ready waiting for
the bride to make her grand first
appearance and the remaining
grand rites typical of Eritrean
weddings. Instead, the elders were
discussing how to break the news.
There was this tension that couldn’t
be described easily, the fear of
breaking devastating news. I got
my camera and silently captured
the moment. The ceremony was
to be changed into a funeral and
the elders discussed best ways to
handle the situation.
How did the wedding end?
They all found out and were
naturally heartbroken. The dead
man’s wife asked for the wedding
ceremony to be carried out as she
was certain it was what her husband
would want. I was spellbound
clicking to capture these several and
diverse feelings that dominated the
atmosphere. From then onwards I

felt the significance of wedding
photography. It means so much to
the people of the day. After some
time I stopped taking photos. I
couldn’t process the emotions I
felt that day. I sold my camera and
focused on studying, reading and
developing myself. Finally, when I
felt I was ready I fully committed
myself to wedding photography.
Do you enjoy it?
It is very rewarding. The marrying
couple and their family entrust me
to store the best memories of one
of the most special days of their
lives. If they are happy I am, too.
What is so special about your
brand that young couples are fond
of?
I would have liked to hear these
from them, but what I do differently
is the fact that I capture special
moments in the photos and I do my
best to document the couple’s best
memories within their photos. So
maybe that’s why.
Anything you would like to say
at the end?
I want to thank my mentor and
friend artist Aforki Haile. Kind
regards to my family and friends.
And a message to my fans and
clients would be ‘thank you for
trusting Vicky Designs’. I will
work harder and present the
audience with better work and
better techniques in the future.
YOU CAN GET MORE OF
VICKY DESIGNS ON SOCIAL
MEDIA AT #Vickydezignes

