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Commemoration of Martyrs Day at Patriots Cemetery
Central region, laid wreaths at the
Patriots Cemetery.
In his keynote speech, President
Isaias pointed out that one of
the significant attributes of the
commemoration was the transfer of
the noble values of our Martyrs to
successive generations. President
Isaias further stressed that we can
only honour our Martyrs by, at the
minimum, upholding our pledge to
fulfill their trust and diligently toil
to develop the country for which
they have paid with their precious
lives
The commemorative event
was highlighted with artistic
performances
depicting
the
glorious legacy of the Martyrs
and the steadfastness of the entire
Eritrean people.
Meanwhile, memorial services
were held on 19 June at Saint
Michael’s Church and in AlKhulafa Al-Rashideen Mosque
here in the capital, in memory of
Eritrea’s fallen heroes who paid
their precious lives in the struggle
for independence and to safe guard
the national sovereignty.
Eritreans at home and abroad
solemnly commemorated Martyrs
Day yesterday following the candle
light vigil held in Asmara and
several other cities on 19 June.
The commemorative event
Yesterday was conducted at
Martyrs Cemetery here in the
capital in the presence of President
Isaias Afwerki, Ministers, senior
PFDJ officials, Army Commanders,

religious leaders, members of the
diplomatic corps and thousands of
citizens.
President Isaias; Mr. Al Amin
Mohammed
Seid,
Secretary
of the PFDJ; General Filipos
Woldeyohannes, Chief of Staff of
the Eritrean Armed Forces; Ms.
Tekea Tesfamichael, President of
the NUEW; and, Major General
Osman Aweliai, Governor of the

Press Statement
These are times of rapid and fluid developments in our neighborhood.
News – factual and speculative – churned out in the past few days in
relation to the withdrawal of Qatari troops have been many indeed.
The Government of Eritrea has so far refrained from issuing any
statement. Primarily because it is not privy to, and has not to date
obtained any information on, the withdrawal from the party concerned:
that is the State of Qatar.
The Government of Eritrea believes that the hasty decision taken by
Qatar has occurred against the backdrop of a turbulent climate. It does
not, thus, see it appropriate to engage in speculative analysis at this
stage. The Government of Eritrea will make its views known when it
obtains full information of the entire episode.
Ministry of Information
Asmara
17 June 2017

Memorial service was conducted
at Saint Michael’s Church in the
presence of His Holiness Abune
Lukas, Secretary of Eritrean
Orthodox Tewahdo Church,
religious leaders and members of
the faithful.
Speaking at the prayer service
at Saint Michael’s Church, His
Holiness Abune Lukas reminded
the faithful to assist the families of
the fallen heroes to foster mutual
cooperation and strong unity
among one another as well as to
safeguard and back up the national
development drive.
Similarly, during the prayer
service conducted at the Al-Khulafa
Al-Rashideen Mosque in which a
number of the faithful participated,
Shiek
Ali
Mohammed-Ali,
Representative of the Eftaye and
Islamic Affairs, delivered a speech
highlighting the need to live up
to the trust of the fallen heroes
through redoubling efforts towards
achieving all-round development
and safeguarding the nation’s
sovereignty.
In the same vein, Eritrean

nationals residing inside the country
and abroad conducted candle vigil
in connection with Martyrs Day.
Speaking at the ceremony
conducted at Bahti Meskerem
square here in the capital in which
Government and PFDJ officials
as well as thousands of Asmara
residents took part, the Governor
of the Central region, Maj. Gen.
Ramadan Osman Aweliai said “We
are conducting this candle vigil in
remembrance of our fallen heroes
who paid their precious lives for
independence and to safeguard
our national sovereignty”. Maj.
Gen. Romodan Osman Aweliai
also called on all citizens to renew
pledge to support families of
martyrs.
The participants of the candle
vigil said that they are proud to be
part of the ceremony to remember
their fallen heroes and voiced
resolve to live up to expectation
as regards supporting martyrs
families.
A number of artistic works were
staged on the occasion highlighting
the significance of Martyrs Day.

Eritrean nationals abroad commemorate Martyrs Day
Eritrean nationals residing in
different countries commemorated
Martyrs Day, June 20, with patriotic
zeal.

is the responsibility of every
citizen and they contributed 34,560
USD in support of 48 families of
martyrs.

pledge for increasing participation
in the effort to ensure social justice
and build a nation in which peace
and stability prevail.

Eritrean nationals residing
in Nairobi, Kenya, Milano,
Italy, Chicago and its environs,
US, as well as Tel Aviv, Israel,
commemorated Martyrs Day
with candle vigil and with artistic
performances and other activities
in memory of the fallen heroes.

It was also reported that the
Eritrean nationals in Chicago have
contributed 231,116 USD towards
martyrs trust from 2004 to 2017.

The
“Finote
Semaetat”
Association donated 10 thousand
Israeli currency (Shekel) in support
of 30 families of martyrs.

At the commemorative event in
Tel Aviv, the advisor at the Eritrean
Embassy in Israel, Mr. Solomon
Kinfe said that the commemoration
day is a reminder for renewing

The Eritrean nationals residing
in Milano also commemorated
Martyrs Day with patriotic zeal.
They also contributed 15 thousand
Euros towards martyrs trust.

At the commemorative event
conducted in Nairobi, the
participants expressed resolve
to live up to expectations in the
effort to build a prosperous nation
where its citizens live in peace and
harmony.
In the same vein, the Eritrean
nationals residing in Chicago
commemorated the Martyrs Day
with candle vigil and programs
depicting the Martyrs Day.
The participants explained that
the support of families of martyrs

Israel
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20 June: Not in Sorrow but with
Pride, We Remember You
Mela Ghebremedhin
Eritreans remember the sacrifice of
their fallen brothers and sisters each
day of the year. However, 20 June
remains a special day to all nationals
around the world. Martyr’s Day
touches all layers of society, young,
old, everyone relate to the day as each
family has lost at least one member
of his or her family either during the
thirty years of war of independence
or during the 1998-2000 border
war. Some would probably not
understand why we need to revive
memories of lost ones. Actually, it
is not just about reviving memories
but paying tribute, remembering
the heavy sacrifice paid to ensure a
future for generations to come by
bringing independence and the right
of self-determination of one people.
A nation born from its heroes cannot
be forgotten and 20 June continues
to bring the society together.
This year, while in the diaspora
candle vigil and different events were
organized; here in Eritrea, as tradition
dictates, the commemoration started
on Sunday the 18th where in the
morning hours, wearing red shirts
with the emblem of Martyr’s Day
and a red hat, residents of Asmara,
representatives of ministries, health
professionals and civil servants,
accompanied the First Lady to mass
sport event running starting from
Shida all the way to Bahti Meskerem
Square. With about 500 adult
participants and 600 children from
grass roots clubs, this year’s event
was a success. Amateur runners
were handed prizes by the First
Lady, Saba Hailu, and the sponsor
of the event, Olympic champion
Zeresenay Tadesse. Professional
athletes were also present during
a running race. A beautiful sunny
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morning bringing everyone under
one umbrella to commemorate
the Martyrs. Meanwhile, this past
weekend different events such
as tree planting were organized
nationwide and the National Union
of Eritrean Women (NUEW)
organized a cleaning day at the
Martyrs’ Cemetery in Asmara.
Monday morning, memorial
services, in memory of Eritrean
fallen heroes, were held both at the
Saint Michael’s Church and in AlKhulafa Al-Rashideen Mosque in
Asmara where thousands took part.
Later on, while walking around
the city, I noticed that shop owners
were putting the national flag at
their door, the seeds and fruits
market area was decorated with the
beautiful green, red, yellow and blue
colors. Members of NUEW were
preparing the exhibition in front of
the Cathedral while the lantern for
candles were installed and lit in the
afternoon hours by members of the
National Union of Eritrean Youth
and Students (NUEYS).
Shops and offices were closing
doors in the afternoon and people
were getting ready for the beginning
of the candle light march on
Independence Avenue. Kids all
over the city were drawing the map
of Eritrea and symbols of Martyrs
Day while residents passing by
gave them Nakfa as encouragement.
Women and youngsters were selling
candles on the side of the streets
while people were rushing to get
candles. The stage was beautifully
decorated with a painting illustrating
candles and the symbolic yellow
olive leaves while songs echoed in
the air awaiting the procession of
people holding lit candles marching
from Shida towards Bahti Meskerem
square.
Groups of kids were rushing to
get the best seats holding candles.
Mothers and fathers were whispering
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to their children the meaning of
Martyr’s Day. Young couples and
elderly people were present to pay
tribute to the fallen heroes. Diaspora
visiting the country were present.
Music was on and slowly while the
sun set, silence prevailed slowly in
the crowd under the background
sound of singer Wedi Shilan;
“Meswati hawelti enda mber silesi
elelta mber nib’at deykone” or
“martyrdom is something tangible,
not just a simple death but being
grateful rather than crying”.
The marching band arrived at
the square followed by foot doctors
in their white gowns and youth
in their blue uniform. Thousands
followed where only the light of the
candles were visible in the street.
After a minute of silence, Major
General Romodan Osman Awlyay,
Governor of the Central region,
gave a speech to the crowd and
called upon the people of Eritrea to
be thankful for the sacrifice made
by our fallen heroes and understand
their responsibility. The candle vigil
ceremony continued with different
songs in Tigrigna and Tigre languages
and a musical drama called “Berhan
Semae’ti” or the light of the martyr
which means remembering the light
and not crying over the loss of the
fallen heroes.
A woman with her three children
was crying throughout the candle
vigil ceremony and she explained to
me that her husband is a martyr and
how it was important for her to make
sure that her children pay tribute to
their father and all other Eritrean
martyrs. However, crying isn’t the
way to pay tribute to Eritrean fallen
heroes but instead help them rest in
peace by showing respect, remember
the good achieved by them and take
on the responsibility. This year’s
theme focused mainly on this
approach and was reflected in songs,
drama and poems. In fact, a beautiful
drama depicted a mother who was

President’s Speech on the Occasion of Martyrs Day
Ladies and Gentlemen
Participants and invited guests
First, I would like to convey my
appreciation to the Eritrean people
at home and abroad, and particularly
the organizers and professionals
for the due preparation they made
and their activities in honor of our
fallen heroes. Also my thanks to
children and the youth for their
candle lit vigil in connection with
this auspicious occasion.
What gives special weight to this
occasion is the exemplary heroism
our martyrs demonstrated as
regards their conviction, steadfastness, dedication, creativity and diligence,
coupled with self-sacrifice. The special values our martyrs bequeathed to
us constitute a value system that characterize our identity and patriotism
nurtured during the armed struggle for independence. National value
system is not an option or charity; they are human necessities for existence.
Our liberation would not have materialized short of these values. By the
same token, the task of nation-building, i.e. national security, sovereignty
stability and prosperity cannot be attain short these values. In the absence
of these values, greed, selfishness, corruption, opportunism and the like
giving rise to turmoil, destruction and poverty. Hence, our gratitude to our
fallen heroes for bestowing to us a noble legacy of keeping alive cherished
values.
Ladies and Gentlemen
Coinciding with the Martyrs Day is the current season we are in heralding
the rainy season giving rise to development endeavors. In this connection,
the issue of paying due attention to the task of developing water resources
on priority basis is imperative. Apart from paying due attention to the task of
putting in place small, medium and major dams, priority emphasis need to
be given to the rehabilitation of water catchment programs through poplar
participation and effective organizational competence. Thus, living up to
honoring the trust of our martyrs through laying firm basis for all-round
national development is a supreme task.
Eternal Glory to our Martyrs!
Victory to the Masses!
lying in her bed crying while the
angel martyrs were resting in peace
and her martyr son cannot find peace
because of his mother’s sorrows.
At the end of the performance the
mother said “by crying losing your
light, I won’t” while a remake of
the legendary singer Tesfay Mehari,

Fihira, was sung in a musical drama
where actors were holding the sword
of defense while children in white
were protected. “Haben iyu hagos
iyu nay suwat, dekey adjokhum”,
literally translated as “it’s pride,
it’s happiness of our martyr and our
children, be strong”. A wonderful
candle vigil ceremony on the eve
which came to an end in the evening
hours.
Eritreans at home, on the streets,
at work lit candles while watching
documentaries on EriTV before
sleeping a few hours and join
a morning march at 5:30am on
Tuesday, 20 June. Despite the chilly
weather and the few rain spells,
residents of the capital city took part
in the march from Bahti Meskerem
square to the National Martyrs
Cemetery.

continued on page 5
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The Archaeology of Central Highlands of Eritrea
Brief Overview
Abraham Zerai
The history of archaeological
research in Eritrea has been to a
large extent characterized by a
focus on the central highlands
of the country. Investigations
have focused principally on the
periods from early 1st millennium
B.C. to the early 1st millennium
A.D. This age, in Eritrea, as in
other parts of the northern Horn
of Africa, featured the growth
of sedentary settlements into
fully-fledged urban centers.
Urban hinterlands appeared in
much of the central highlands,
evincing the construction of
monumental architecture, the
use and elaboration of bronze
and iron metal work, and the
eventual creation of a state that
would dominate the Southern Red
Sea, parts of the south Arabian
Peninsula and substantial areas of
the north-eastern Africa south of
Egypt during the first half of the
1st millennium A.D.
Archaeological sites whose
density and extent correspond
to the 1st millennium B.C. and
early to mid 1st millennium A.D.
are particularly apparent in the
central highlands of Eritrea,
where a bounty of heritage falling
in the realm is observable today
as impressive surface remains
of archaeological ruins and
settlement bundles.
The archaeology of the central
highlands of Eritrea featured since
the 19th century due to the interest
of past and current researches on
the monumental centers and due
to the Horn´s connection to other
complex societies such as South
Arabian civilizations, Meroe and
the Roman and Byzantine Empires.
It should be emphasized that the
major socio-economic changes
witnessed during the periods,
including the development of
intensive agricultural traditions,
had enormous consequences for
the ensuing development of the
northern Horn as a key participant
in the economies and politics of
the Red Sea worlds during the
periods.
The central highlands of Eritrea,
like the highlands of the northern

Horn of Africa, are positioned at
the nexus of three major areas:
eastern Africa, Nile Valley, north
eastern Africa and south west Asia.
The highlands were connected to
the Red Sea via the Haddas and
Komaile canyons of the eastern
escarpment. The caravan routes
running from the Gulf of Zula
through the Haddas valley to the
communities of Der´a-Hawatsu
and through the Komaile valley
to Matara have been important
since ancient times. The position

central and southern Ethiopian
highlands and to south-west Asia
are important to understand the
origin of agriculture in this part
of the Horn during antiquity.
The geographical position thus
helps comprehend ideas about the
origin of agriculture in as much
as understanding the origin of
language groups and of cultural
exchanges and trade contacts. The
northern Horn´s role as a gateway
between presumed points of
origin for Afro-Asiatic and Nilo-

soils in the area from just north
of Adi Keyih to south of Senafe
seem to have made the highlands
ideal for human settlements
throughout much of the last 3,000
years. The settlements contained
both specialized religious and
administrative centers as well
as settlement areas, and despite
limited archaeological research,
the diversity in site size and
function suggest a complex
settlement system in central
highlands of Eritrea and northern

Fig.1. Evidence of Monumental Architecture
of the highlands along these major
crossroads played a major role in
the peopling and interaction of
different cultural groups. The
unique geographical attribute at
the nexus of the above mentioned
world areas had consequences
for the development of the
highlands as important centers for
agro-pastoralism in Africa. The
proximity and direct geographical
linkages to the Sahelianlike western lowlands, to the

Saharan language families and as
a center of ancient trade routes are
also important to consider when
discussing the archaeology of
central highlands of Eritrea.
The ancient settlements visible
today in the archaeological
record of the central highlands of
Eritrea were located in relatively
well-watered,
agriculturally
productive areas of the Eritrean
highland plateau and the fertile

Tigray. Urban centers such as
Matara and Qohaito as well as
religious sites including Keskese,
Hawelti-Melazo and Yeha, as a
matter of fact, started to appear
during this period.
Specialized craft production,
sophisticated ceramic traditions,
elaborate
monumental
and
domestic architectural forms and
writing are central features attested
to the period. The rearrangement

Fig.2. Evidence for Emergence of Script
A column prepared in collaboration with the Eritrea’s culture and sports commission

of settlements along an axis
spreading across much of the
central highlands of Eritrea to the
Red Sea Coast ushered in a period
of the cultural transformation
preceding the rise of the commonly
known Aksumite cultural period
and the formation of the Aksumite
state. A reference has been
often made as ``Pre-Aksumite``
and ``Aksumite`` periods to
the 1st millennium B.C. and 1st
millennium A.D. respectively.
This chronological assertion,
whatever form it takes according
to preferences of researchers
interested in the archaeology of
the Horn, constitutes important
hallmarks of each period in the
archaeological record of sites
such as Matara, Keskese, Qohaito,
Dera-Hawatsu, Adi-Gramaten and
the like in the central highlands of
Eritrea.
Important continuities as well as
major discontinuities in material
culture, settlement economy
and written language between
the 1st millennium B.C. and 1st
millennium A.D. communities in
the central highlands of Eritrea
as well as the northern Horn are
visible in the archaeological record.
Leaving aside the debates and
hypotheses on the origin of the 1st
millennium B.C. - 1st millennium
A.D. complex urban settlements
in central highlands of Eritrea,
it should be noted that important
clues for tracing cultural exchange,
indigenous events and processes
as well as transformations prior to
the emergence of a state in the 1st
millennium A.D and aftermath are
contained in the archaeological
record of the central highlands of
Eritrea.
The evidence provides a rich
source of data from which to
develop understanding of cultural
contacts and the development of
complex urban administrative
and religious centers in highland
Eritrea during these periods.
Consequently, the archaeological
record
contained
in
the
archaeological sites of Qohaito,
Matara, Keskese, Dera- Hawatsu,
Adi-Gramaten and the like will
be presented in the subsequent
editions of Eritrea Profile under
the column.
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Call of Duty
Natnael Yebio W.
Every June of my boyhood, me
and my friends lit up candles and
attended highly patriotic services
in remembrance of those who had
given their lives to this nation. But
on what assurance did we know
that these gifts had really been
made? Only the survivors—the
living—could attest to it. In order
to know that a person had truly
laid down his life for his friends
or comrades, one would have to
hear it from the ones living. The
late known martyrs—those who
voluntarily sought death and
rejoiced in the fact—had been
our Warsay’s. Their predecessors
Yikealo had endured torture
and death in order to make
independent. Walking towards
Harnet Avenue, one notices the
city is not its usual bright self.
Every café, shop, cinema and the
likes are closed and the whole
city is in total blackout…..for a
reason!
The most rebellious spirits
to ever shake this planet had
touched hands with their creator
as soon as their bodies, once
buried all over the war field, were
collected and buried in their new
nation, Eritrea, to the adulation of
millions of their people. The final
gunshots have been shot for the
martyrs formerly known as The
Eritrean Tegedalti. That was June
20th 1991. Ever since, Eritreans
at home and abroad commemorate
Martyrs’ Day on June 20. Like
every year, this year also, candle
vigils and prayer services were
carried out in honor of Eritrean
martyrs and their noble gesture.
June 19th; it is the eve
of Eritrea’s Martyrs day.
Government officials, dignitaries,
accompanied by people from all
walks of life around City Park
to honor their fallen heroes and
heroines- lit candles are strongly
clutched in their hands, as if they
are responsible for one Martyr
each- get ready to make their way
to Bahti Meskerem, led by the
Eritrean marching band playing
synchronized beat. Even kids have
been out of their homes the whole
day gathered in groups of friends
and neighbors to commemorate
Martyrs day and pay tribute to
their heroes, in the most touching
and artistic way possible. They
would collect tiny rocks and

spell out ‘20th June Martyrs
day’ and draw a map of Eritrea
on the ground with precision
and care and in the middle they
would light a candle and put a
transparent glass over it so that
the wind wouldn’t blow it off. At
every corner you see kids on the
sidewalks working harmoniously
to put the final touches in their
projects. That is the Eritrean Kids
way!
Meanwhile at the other end of
the city-Bahti Meskerem, people
are flocking from all directions of
the city to take part in the massive
candle vigil ceremony planned
to commemorate Eritrea’s fallen
heroes. Men, women, boys, girls
and war veterans make their way
up the stairs to get a seat. A month
ago the same venue was filled
by Eritreans from the country
and abroad to celebrate Eritrea’s
26th independence, this time
around many of the people from
abroad had stayed behind so as to
remember their Fallen heroes and
heroines with their people in the
homeland, the same venue that
was filled from one end to the other
to celebrate independence was
once again packed with people
lighting candles to commemorate
Martyrs day in the most Eritrean
way possible, in Unity!
On the other hand, halfway
between the City Park and Bahti
Meskerem, the Cathedral in all
its magnificence is personified
by people sitting on its stairs.
Men in black, Women in their
nestela, most holding a picturewith an evidence of pride than
mourning in their faces- of a
picture of a loved one they lost
during the armed struggle against
imperialism and the Derg and
safeguarding the sovereignty of
this sacred nation against external
aggression.
Considering the freedom one is
enjoying at present, one is bound
to honor the memory of those
who sacrificed their lives to free
this country from the clutches of
the enemy.
And that honor was fully
paid when Eritrea’s sovereignty
was threatened, a mere seven
years after independence. Never
was once again proved in a
rarely seen display of defiance,
intelligence and courage, Warsai

tore its enemy apart to the
astonishment of the world, who
react as often happens, when a
country defies its own destiny.
Beyond the boo’s they dedicated
at them, every time they were
victorious, there was dread, a
dread at their overwhelming
demonstration of patriotism and
sacrifice. Warsai defied all odds
just like their fathers did during
the armed struggle. Once again,
their predecessors-Yikealo-went
back to the trenches they once
called home, spouses left their
partners and children to safeguard
their family’s future, sons and
daughters of Martyrs joined to
honor their parents’ sacrifices,
and women joined, this time not
to prove themselves as they once

had to, but because it was their
right. Warsai-Yikealo, the past
with the present had safeguarded
and ensured Eritrea’s future.
Personally,
words
aren’t
enough to describe and serenade
what these courageous men have
done for their nation. Simplicity
was but one part of the complex
sum of Eritrean freedom fighters
defiance but in this basic rhyme
they set down the definite
statement of their unique gift
for the struggle they embodied.
None of us have succeeded in
putting Eritrean Tegadelti into
words with the lyrical clarity
of Wedi Tukul, when he said
‘Yikealo Kulu Zikealo’, roughly
translated as “Yikealo the

entirety of achievement”. Their
acts of bravery leave their people
speechless and heartbroken.
Although no sculptured marble
could ever rise up to their memory,
nor can any engraved stone bear
record of their deeds properly,
yet their remembrance will be as
lasting as the land they honored.
The price was paid to keep
Eritreas’s sovereignty intact just
as a ransom was settled through
death and suffering to bring about
independence. Hence, it is every
Eritrean’s duty to remember their
martyrs not by lighting candles,
planting trees and making pledges
only, but also by honoring their
trust; that of rebuilding Eritrea
and making it a land of peace and
justice.
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Eritrean Diaspora honoring our
martyrs by fostering their families
Lwam Kahsay
One of the noble cultures of
the Eritrean people is caring and
supporting one another. In summer
many Eritreans in diaspora
come to visit their home land.
They come not only to visit their
families but also to commemorate
Eritrea’s fallen heroes on June
20th. During the armed struggle
and in defending Eritrea against
the war of aggression of TPLF,
the Eritrean diaspora played their
role. Eritrea has a great place in the
hearts of the diaspora.
The Eritrean diaspora have been
assisting their families as well as
their state in many ways. One of
the most formal ways of giving
assistance is the 2% they pay from
their income. The government uses
the money on different aspects of
state development. The Eritrean
diaspora have also been engaged
in efforts to help the families of
Eritrea’s martyrs. This is done
with full consent and motivation
to give what they could to ease the
government’s burden.
The government of Eritrea takes
full responsibility for the welfare
of the families of the martyrs
who gave their precious life for
the love of their country. Since
2004, the government has been
giving money to the families of
martyrs. In the first phase of the
compensation program every
family of martyrs received ten
thousand Nakfa. However, the
money was not sufficient to bring
a promising result in the lives of
the families. Taking this in to
consideration the government is
giving five hundred Nakfa every
month to every family in order to

minimize the problems.
Supporting martyrs’ families
should not be only the burden of
the government, but the duty of all
Eritrean citizens. It was superior
and fair to play part in the fostering
programs. The initiative to assist
the martyrs’ families was taken by
the diaspora themselves.
Eritrea has a significant number
of families, which lost their fathers,
mothers, sons and daughters in
the struggle for liberation and in
defending the nation against TPLF
aggression, with no means to
support themselves. It is important
to go back and refer to the history of
diaspora Eritreans and learn from
our past experiences that helped
us to remain steadfast, united and,
finally, achieve our collective goal
of independence. In continuation
of that history, the care of those
families of the martyrs rests in
the hands of the government and
the diaspora. When it comes to
supporting our disabled veterans,
orphans, widows and families of
those who gave their lives during
the liberation struggle and the
border war, there is no doubt that
the diaspora are giving whatever
they have and could. Some are
providing support on regular basis
and others support for certain
period of time.
The main aim of this assistance is
to share the responsibilities of the
government of Eritrea on fostering
and supporting the families of
martyrs .The government of
Eritrea has been working hard
for the wellbeing of Eritreans no
matter which part of the country
they live. Among the most in
needing of help are the families of

the courageous martyrs’ who gave
their lives for others to live in this
hopeful and strong independent
state. Realizing this, the Diaspora
have initiated fostering the families
of those selfless citizens.

land may be challenging, the
Eritrean diaspora are giving the
government a helping hand in
caring for the families of martyrs.
The history of our martyrs and the

struggle for independence are the
corner stones of our history and
we should always remember that.
This is what makes us great as
Eritreans.

In addition to that giving families
the care they deserve and making
sure that they don’t feel deprived
of the love they need in the hearts
of their fellow Eritreans.
The Ministry of Labor and
Human welfare acts as the main
arm of the government in giving
assistance to the families who
are economically unable to lead
their lives. To make this a reality,
the ministry set strategies and
procedures.
The first procedure was to do a
thorough study about those who
were totally incapable to lead their
lives with the resources they had
and the support the government
provided. Administrations of
different zones identified the target
groups and reported their names
and address to the MLHW. Then
the list was sent to Embassies of
Eritrea in different corners of the
world. This enabled the funding
program to start easily. The
money gathered in the Embassies
was then sent to the MLHW to be
given to the families of martyrs.
The supporters are individuals,
groups and Eritrean communities
of different cities in different
countries, and the support is
increasing in different forms.
Another interesting procedure is
the creation of a direct relationship
between the supporters and the
supported, an effective way to
make sure that the money donated
soon reaches the immediate
beneficiaries. Contacts made
between the supporter and the
supported range from one to four
times a year. And whenever the
diaspora come to Eritrea they tend
to visit the families.
The total compensation given
by the government from 2004 up
to 2016 reached over four Billion
Nakfa (4,091,855,529.00). In
addition to the Governmental fund,
15,099 families received around
145 million Nakfa within these 12
years.
Although life outside the home

20June: Not in . . .

continued from page 2
The ceremony started with the
laying of wreathes of flowers at the
cemetery. Wreathes were laid by
President Isaias Afwerki, Al-Amin
Mohammed Seid, PFDJ Secretary,
and General Filipos Woldeyannes,
Chief of staff of the Eritrean Armed
Forces. NUEW’s President, Mrs.
Tekea Tesfamichael and Governor of
the Central Region, Major General
Romodan Osman Awlyay.
The ceremony continued with
the arrival of President Isaias at the
square followed by Ministers, PFDJ
officials, national civil societies,
religious leaders and members of the
diplomatic corps. After a minute of
silence, the Commissioner of Sport
and Culture, Ambassador Zemede
Tekle called upon the President to
deliver his keynote speech. President
Isaias expressed the responsibility
that each citizen carries in ensuring
that the sacrifice of the life of
Eritrean fallen heroes paid to the
children of Eritrea an independent
nation is remembered. He reminded
all of the challenges being faced and
the new phase of development with
strong focus on water resources. He
added that Martyr’s Day is not a day
of mourning but a day of pride and
commemoration.
After his brief speech the official
commemoration continued through
cultural performance. The stage
was decorated with a replica of the
symbolic mosque of Nakfa. During
the performances, the theme of
remembrance in happiness rather
than sorrow was repeated. The

singer, Melake Abraham, expressed
it beautifully by saying “I won’t cry
but will discuss and share thoughts
about our martyrs”. Another
theatrical show got my particular
attention and that of the crowd.
Some women could not hold it and
had tears dropping to their cheeks. It
was this young boy who was trying
to understand what Martyrs’ Day was
about and couldn’t get the answer
he wanted. While asking himself,
two angel martyrs talked to him and
explained to him what martyrdom
meant and what sacrifices have
been made by the people. The two
continued by encouraging the little
boy to be great and achieve what
has always been the dreams of those
who sacrificed their lives for him
to live in a free nation. This very
touching performance gave an end
to the official ceremony.
Time to depose flowers to loved
ones at the cemetery while others
would go and visit friends or parents
who have lost their children as a
sign of empathy and sharing the day
together. Eritreans all around the
world paid a minute of silence in
unison at 1pm Asmara time under
the ring of the local radio Dimtsi
Hafash.
Another year of remembrance
of Eritrea’s fallen heroes. A
remembrance of the sacrifices. A
remembrance of the responsibility
every citizen holds. A remembrance
with pride and gratitude rather than
mourning to allow our fallen heroes
to rest in peace.
Eternal Glory to our Martyrs!
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Bisha Mining Share Company is inviting applicants for the following 3 positions for Bisha site
project;

o
Ensure that all IT activities are reviewed on a weekly and monthly basis to provide accurate
reporting to senior management.
o
Monitor the effectiveness of the service of the help desk and provide improvements
measures as required.
o
Review systems performance and availability and identify improvements as required.
KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS

Qualifications:
•

Diploma of Geoscience

•

Certificate in Health and Safety

Number required: (01)
Definite Period: 2 Years

•

Certificate in Logistic Management as an added advantage

Major Duties and Responsibilities

Knowledge and Experience:

Primary Purpose

•

10 Years’ experience in Exploration environment

•

3 Years Supervisory experience in Exploration environment

•

2 Years Purchasing and Logistic experience will be an added advantage

•

Valid Class 2 License

1)

IT Manager

Manage and initiate information systems and ensuring that the service provided are aligned with
organizational objectives.
Job Description
•
IT Infrastructure Service Support and Delivery
o
Ensure that the Help Desk support provided is aligned with policies, procedures and
service level agreements.
o
Ensure that the infrastructure is maintained to provide a continuous service.
o
Ensure that customer service is provided at the required level.
•
IT Facilities and Business Continuity Management
o
Manage all IT equipment facilities and related items.
o
Ensure licenses are paid, within budget, to ensure continuity.
o
Manage back-up and recovery policy, plans and procedures for entire organisation on to
safeguard information and ensure business operational efficiency/continuity.
o
Manage and maintaining an inventory of IT critical spares and equipment.
o
Plan through innovation and strategic thinking IT requirements for the organisation to
ensure that IT service provided are sufficient to the requirements for departments and the total
organisation.
•
Risk Management
o
Establish and manage information security and risk policies, standards, tools and
procedures.
o
Ensure conformance to company information security and risk policies and procedures.
o
Ensure continues detection, recording and mitigation of information security risks or
threats.
•
IT Project Management
o
Identify and prioritise long term and short term projects.
o
Plan, implement and deliver IT systems projects ensuring conformance to corporate
project management methodology.
o
Manage Project teams / Project Meetings to ensure that deadlines are met timeously.
o
Ensure that management are informed on project progress, time lines and finalisation.
o
Monitor project progress and that timelines and delivered in line with the approved
budget.
•
Financial Management/Capex/Opex /Budget
o
Interact and communicate with departmental managers on Capex and Opex
requirements
o
Motivate and justify budget requirements to senior management.
o
Monitor approved budget costs against actual YTD (year to date) spending and provide
measures to ensure that all activities are within the budget.
•
Human Resources
o
Manage work performance of employees reporting directly into this position.
o
Identify training and development needs in line with the training needs analysis.
o
Ensure that performance is in line with departmental objectives.
o
Manage performance through counselling, training and disciplinary process.
o
Mentoring/Coaching individuals to ensure personal development.
o
Manage performance appraisal by identifying individual goals to be met and bi-annual
reviews with individual employees.
•
Audit Requirements
o
Ensure all systems are implemented following by best practices with regards to security.
o
Ensure that all policies and procedures are supported by processes/process flow charts to
comply with audit requirements.
o
Ensure that all systems comply with SOX compliance and that these are updated on a
regular basis.
o
Address non-compliance audit reports and ensure that correct measures are put in place
to comply.
o
Manage the preparation for audit to ensure that all processes are aligned.
o
Ensure that departmental periodic reviews are done as part of compliance to SOX and
audit requirements.
•

Administration

Technical Skills

Behavioural Skills

•

Computer Literacy (MS Office –
intermediate, Geology Software
Package – Basic, Purchase/Logistics
Software Package)

•

Communication (English
and Local language)

•

Operation of Analytical equipment

•

•

Navigation systems

•

Interpersonal Relations
Skill
Supervisory skill

•

Project Management

•

Conflict resolution

•

Presentation skills

•

Negotiation skill

•

Mechanical skills

•

Team work

•

Knowledge of Exploration Policies,
procedures and processes

•

Time Management

•

Knowledge of Health and Safety
policies and procedures

•

Mentor/Coaching

•

Strategic Thinking

2)

IT Operations Superintendent

Number required: (01)
Definite Period: 2 Years
Major Duties and Responsibilities
Primary Purpose
This is a Senior Position within the IT Department. The primary purpose of this role is to plan,
direct, and coordinate the design, installation, and connectivity of computer systems and network
infrastructure to ensure the stable operation of the organization’s IT assets. This includes developing,
configuring, maintaining, supporting, and optimizing all new and existing network hardware,
software, and communication links. This role is also responsible for telephone systems, Wi-Fi,
microwave radio, fibre, security systems and other electronic infrastructure. This role also involves
coordinating staff to attend to IT desktop and application support tasks for over 500 computer users
at the Bisha Mine Site and the Asmara & Massawa offices.
Job Description
•

Manage Infrastructure

o
Design and implement short and long-term strategic plans to make certain network capacity
meets existing and future requirements. Manage network infrastructure, microwave, Wi-Fi, fibre and
VSAT systems
o
Manage and ensure effectiveness of servers, including e-mail, print, and backup servers, and
their associated operating systems and software. Responsible for on-site and off-site data rooms.
o
Ensure the coordination of tasks between Networks/Systems and the Support Desk.
o
Plan, acquire, and coordinate installation of in-house and remote hardware and software
across the organization’s network.
o
Manage and ensure optimal operation of all network hardware and equipment, including
routers, switches, hubs, UPSs, and so on.
o
Manage and ensure effectiveness of security solutions, including firewalls, anti-virus
solutions, and intrusion detection systems.
o
Manage the implementation of internet use (business/recreational)

Continued on page 7

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Continued from page 6
o
•

Oversee the administration of user accounts, permissions, and access rights in AD.
IT Asset Management

o
Manage the accurate records of IT Assets assigned to end users.
o
Manager and Develop and execute preventative maintenance plans for the equipment –
printer repairs, desktop refresh etc.
Procurement

•

o
Work with the IT management team to contribute to and expedite all IT procurement
activities.
o
Identify areas of improvement with regard to end user computing technologies.
o
Contribute to the planning and execution of annual capital and operating budgets.
o
Maintain and manage inventories of IT equipment spare parts and consumables used by
end users
Management Reporting

•
o
o
basis.
•
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Produce accurate and professional reporting on the aforementioned activities.
Contribute to companywide management reporting on a monthly, quarterly and annual
Continuous Improvement

o
Be an active practitioner of the concept of continuous improvement as it relates to IT.
o
Identify and develop plans to implement technology that directly contributes to BMSC’s
business activities.
o
Develop and maintain processes in alignment with ITIL guidelines.
o
Build & maintain an IT service catalog of supported applications and their SLAs.

•
Implementation
o
Overall responsibility to ensure all maintenance and repairs on HME restart primary
equipment is completed in line with plans to achieve operational targets.
o
Ensure safety requirements are fulfilled at the work place, including leading Field Level
Risk Assessment (FLRA) and proper use of PPE. Report all safety issues/incidents with area of
responsibility.
o
Comply with mine’s cardinal rules and other safety, environmental or other rules and
standards as directed. Ensure all hazards and risks are identified, reported and eliminated.
o
Managing expenses in line with 2017 HME budget allocations
o
Ensure appropriate level of resourcing and identification of talent.
•

Reporting & Data Control

o
Ensure Navision data and CAT SIMS is captured and updated
o
On the job training of planners & schedulers
o
Carry out ICAM investigations if necessary and ensure any issues arising from such are
dealt with in a timely manner.
o
Coordinate weekly meetings with Lewis Consulting & BMSC stake holders
•
Managing the HME Short Term Contract team
o
Provide technical support for the team, as and when required.
o
Provide training and mentoring for the team (especially safety standards and procedures).
o
Ensure all personnel work in accordance with local laws, BMSC regulations, policies and
procedures.
o
Promote good behaviour.
KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS
Qualifications:
HME Diesel Mechanic Trade certificate, National Diploma

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS
Knowledge and Experience:

Qualifications:
•
Diploma or Degree in Computer Science.
•
IT related certifications.

15 years open pit HME experience

Knowledge and Experience:
•
Minimum 10 years of progressive experience in Information Technology roles.
•
Minimum 3 years managing IT support staff.
Technical Skills
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1)

Behavioural Skills

Microsoft Windows 7 OS
Microsoft Office 2010
Active Directory
Email Systems eg. Microsoft
Exchange
Wired and Warless Networking
Business Related Software
Packages eg. Accounting,
Logistics etc.
Databases and Servers
Network Systems/Infrastructure
Enterprise Print Management
VSAT/Microwave Radio/Fibre
Excellent knowledge of current
protocols and standards,
including Active Directory, Group
Policies, MS Exchange, Core
Switching/Routing, SSL/IPsec,
SAN, Virtualization, Business
Continuity, Disaster Recovery.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IT Service Delivery Concepts
Management Reporting
Excellent Verbal and Written
communications skills
Capital and Operating Budget
management
Ability to work under pressure
and prioritise work effectively.
Strong people management skills.
Ability to explain technical
IT concepts to non-technical
employees.

HME Project Coordination Superintendent

Number required: (01)
Definite Period: 1 Year
Major Duties and Responsibilities
Primary Purpose
Responsible for coordinating the HME Availability Project as Superintendent, managing short term
contractual HME restart labour and any specialized technical assistance for implementation of Lewis
Consulting audit outcomes. Follow the BMSC safety and health policies & procedures.
Job Description
•
Planning
o
Participate in suggesting new ideas/proposals, as well as encouraging others to improve the
HME Engineering Division operation.
o
Involved with the budget implementation and maintenance planning to ensure mining
targets are able to be met.
o
Coordinate activities with Lewis Consulting to implement the audit outcomes.

8 years Caterpillar maintenance experience
8 years supervisory experience with multi nationals
Technical Skills

Behavioural Skills

Computer Literacy (MS Office packages)

Communication (English)

HME maintenance & planning

Assertiveness & goal driven

Attention to detail

Interpersonal Relations

Analytical skill

Integrity

Management & supervisory skills

Prioritizing skills & multiskilling
Ability to work towards
strict deadlines
Coaching & Team-building
skills
Discretion

Problem solving skill
Financial Management & budgetary skills
Strategic & mine planning integration with HME

Self-motivation
Cultural Diversity
experience
FIFO expatriate experience
General Information and other requirements for the above 3 positions:

Place of Work:
Bisha.

Salary: 		
As per Company salary scale.
Additional requirement for Nationals:

Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and provide evidence of release paper from
the Ministry of Defense.

Present clearance paper from current/last employer.

Testimonial documents to be attached (CV, work experience credentials, a copy of your National
Identity Card etc.).

Only shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential candidates for an interview.

Application documents will not be returned to sender.

All applications should be sent through the post office.

Deadline for application: 10 days from the day of publication in the Newspaper.
Address:
Please mail your applications to;
Bisha Mining Share Company,
P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea

Note to non-Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to
Aliens Employment Permit Affairs,
		
P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.
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The Agony

“….the neighbors couldn’t handle their grief. They saw Dawit, the 10 month old baby, shot in the back while his mother was breast-feeding him, lying dead
on the ground….”.One of the short true stories that are published on the event of the 20th June. A day dedicated to remember the heroes who paid their lives
for us to be here today. This is a day to remember those harsh days which torture our people.
The book titled, ‘Agony’, is the continuation of seven volumes that were published before. The previous books talk about different true stories of the past
heroic deeds of the Eritreans and the details of what it took to get free Eritrea today. Also this book consists of over 40 stories of the anguish that took place
across the country. On the occasion of the book inauguration of Gfee’ , Agony, I had a chance to talk to some of the editors, writers and also eye witnesses of
that time.
On the occasion of the 20th June, Q&A would like to say, “Glory to those who had given their precious lives to give us nonviolent life. May their souls rest in
peace!”

people were murdered somewhere,
to you it is just a number. However,
when you know it deeply as in those
books, you feel the pain and the
agony these people suffered.

Solomon Berhe
Solomon Berhe, Editor
Eight volumes have been published
so far: ‘Stories of the experiences of
the armed struggle’ is a collection
of many booklets that contain a
myriad of narratives. The volumes
are important in documenting the
history and enlightening young
generations. The idea was raised at
the 25th national celebrations. The
first volume was published during
the 25th anniversary of the demise of
Nadew in Afabet to remember the
war. It consisted of about fourteen
different short stories. After the
first volume, everyone agreed that
the work should continue, and, as
a result, we published the second
volume Meqeyro (Harbor of change)
on the event of the demise of the
Northern East Sahl. Regarding the
25th anniversary of Fenkil operation,
which resulted in the liberation of
the port city of Massawa, we had
the 3rd volume published, Fenkil.
These books were very important
as they tell stories of the times, true
stories. In political history books,
the topics only focus on the general
happenings. It doesn’t always focus
on the stories of the families but
all in all of the society. Which I
think, by the way, is important to be
documented. Honestly speaking, in
this involvement I have learned a lot.
For instance, when you hear that 200

Again, as the continuation of the
volumes, we had three different
volumes on the occasion of the silver
jubilee of Eritrea independence.
Mefexemta (the conclusion), is a
book that tells the stories of the final
battles around Dekemhare and the
surrounding areas. The other volume
talked about the EPLF stronghold
of Sahl. The 6th volume was about
the struggle Eritrean women went
through. This year Nakfa, the 7th
volume was published on the 40th
anniversary of Nakfa’s liberation.
Plus this last one Gfee’ (Agony).
This book takes you back to the
dreadful times of the colonization

and you can see how people suffered.
Towns were destroyed and innocent
families were killed without a cause.
It also has got letters and documents
from the Ethiopian administrators,
saying how many people were killed
and towns destroyed.
There are three more volumes to
be published by the end of this year
and in 2018. It is the work of many
writers. These writers research and
find the right people who were
actually there and, thus, write the
stories. It is a lot of work but it is
worth doing as we are documenting
the real history of the past.
Teacher Jaefer Salh, Writer
It is a great experience for me. I
have felt every pain that the story
tellers had to tell. Compared

I personally think that the new
generation should read this book to
know the stories of their people and
appreciate the freedom.
Rishit Weldeidris, an eye witness

Jaefer Salh
to what really happened in the
different places of the country, the
stories written aren’t many. There
should be more books about our
history. Listening to those people
narrate their pains emotionally
made it much harder to write their
stories as I am afraid not to ruin it
or make it look easy. We have got a
deep history as Eritreans. Also, their
stories make you go back in time
and see how the peaceful people
were suffering like that in their own
home land. We had to be selective
to write the right story as we were
given limited pages. Every family
had something to share regarding the
outrageous times of colonization;
some of them died in fire, some with
stones. This makes it hard to choose
which to write. Because, honestly,
every single story we heard is worth
documenting.
I have covered three short stories
that took place in Keren, Geleb and
Sheib. The story of Rora biet Gebru
in Keren, which the enemies burnt,
and on another day killed 45 people
who they accused of having a hand in
helping the EPLF. But, fortunately,
three people got away, who some
of them are the story tellers on this
book. Also the story of Geleb, they
hanged 26 men and burned women
alive. Furthermore, what makes the
Shieb story different is they run over
80 people with a tank. Their bodies
couldn’t even be buried. And also
over 400 people were killed brutally.

On December 28, the Ethiopian
soldiers came and took us in the
middle of the night with my father
and brother. They asked my father
that if it was true that he let me
marry a freedom fighter. My father
wanted to prove them what they
heard is a lie, he travelled more
than 40km to get my husband.
They also took other men, but we
thought that they were just taking
them for a witness. It was not, what
the soldiers wanted to do was to
kill Eritrean civilians to avenge one
Ethiopian solider who was killed by
the Eritrean fighters. My pregnant
mother was with me, scared to death
that I might be killed. Once they
got my family and neighbors, they
spared me. They have been walking
all day in the sun, and when they get
to Debresina they asked my father
if he was happy that they let me go.
He told them yes. And they ordered
to chain them all immediately. My
father begged them to leave his son
alone but offered that they can do

Rishit Weldeidris
whatever they want with him. They
never did, they killed them all in a
ruthless way. Thank heavens for our
children who spared us from the evil
enemies we had.

