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Minister of Justice conducts seminar
to nationals in Seattle

The Minister of Justice, Ms.
Fauzia Hashim, conducted seminar
to Eritrean nationals in Seattle and its
environs, USA, on 17 August on the
objective situation in the homeland,
the peace prospect unfolding in the
Horn of Africa as well as regional
developments.

encountered and opportunities
created in pre and post-independence
years and expressed expectation that
the Eritrean people will repeat the
resilience and commitment they
demonstrated in foiling external
conspiracies in this new era of peace
and cooperation.

At the seminar, Minister Fauzia
gave briefing on the challenges

Ms. Fauzia reiterated that the
Eritrean people in this new era are

Effort to identify and document
historical heritage
The Northern Red Sea Museum has conducted preliminary study to identify
and document historical heritage in the Dahlak sub-zone.
The objective of study conducted at sea and land was to identify historical
sites and remains of ancient heritage in the region as well as to consult with
village elders and administrators with a view to put in place ground work for
the identification and documentation of the heritage.
Indicating that previously limited effort has been conducted to identify and
collect information about the historical heritage in the sub-zone, the experts
involved in the program said that the initiative had significant contribution in
understanding the condition of the heritage and identify the historical sites in
the sub-zone.
The experts also commended the cooperation they were provided by
the village elders in the islands of Dese, Nakura, Dihil as well as the area
administrators of Jemhile, Dahlak Kebir and Derbushet. They also said that
the awareness of the public on historical and ancient heritage was beyond their
expectation.
The experts also called for timely measures for the preservation of the
historical heritage taking into account the remoteness of the areas.

Contribution in support of families of martyrs
Eritrean Communities in Germany and the Republic of South Sudan
contributed 6,740 US dollars in support families of martyrs.
According to report from the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare,
the Eritrean community in Heidelberg and its environs contributed 2,160
dollars, nationals in Krefeld and its environs 2,160 US dollars, and the
Eritrean Community in Hanover 720 US dollars.
Furthermore, the Eritrean community in the city of Yei, South Sudan
contributed 1,700 dollars in support of families of martyrs.

fully committed to accelerate the
implementation of the national
development programs based on the
national motto of self-reliance.
Pointing out that construction of
water reservoirs and developing of
agricultural infrastructure as well as
construction of cross-border roads are
given priority; Ms. Fauzia underlined
that the contribution of the youth is
important in the implementation of
the set out national programs.
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Sawa: health Seminar
Seminar on the control and
prevention of communicable diseases
in general and that of meningitis
vaccination program that is set to
be conducted on the coming months
of November and December was
organized to the staff members of
the Sawa National Military Training
Center.
At the seminar conducted on 19
August, Mr. TedrosYihdego, Head of
National Vaccination Program, gave
extensive briefing on the objectives of
the national vaccination, the outcome
and experience gained from the antimeasles and rubella vaccinations
provided in 2018, the significance
of the anti-meningitis vaccination as
well as on the introduction of uterine
cancer vaccination among others.
As regards the causes and effects
of meningitis, Mr. Tedros indicated
that the infectious bacterial or viral
disease is a deadly disease that
only attacks human beings causing
inflammation of the protective
membranes covering the brain and

spinal cord and called for integrated
and reinforced participation of
government bodies, stakeholders
particularly the public in the
successful implementation of the
vaccination program.
Participants on their part expressed
readiness to play due part in the
implementation of the vaccination
program.
Speaking at the event, Col.
Debesai Gide, Commander of the
Sawa National Service Training
Center, commended the Ministry
of Health for its effort in ensuring
health of nationals and expressed the
Center’s readiness to play due part in
the successful implementation of the
program.
To contain the disease that
frequently outbreaks in neighboring
countries, the Ministry of Health
will conduct a two-week nationwide
anti-meningitis vaccination program
on the coming months of November
and December to about 3 million
nationals aged 1-30.

The participants on their part
conducted extensive discussion on
the issues raised at the seminar and
adopted various recommendation
and readiness to strengthen
organizational capacity and reinforce
contribution.
Ms. Fauzia also answered
questions raised by the participants
of the seminar.

Pavilions at Expo Grounds receive broad admiration
Visitors
have
expressed
admiration of the innovation
pavilion displayed at the Expo
compound in connection with the
2019 Eritrea festival and said that
the pavilion has highlighted the
capacity developed by the youth
in the field of innovation.
The visitors also said that the
atmosphere created for the youth
could endorse more innovative
activities that could compete
with regional and global similar
innovation products and called
for providing due attention on
the part of concerned government
institutions and the public.
The innovative products being
displayed at the Expo compound
include 14 types of products
including mechanical, computers
and electronics devises.

Indicating that the objective
for the display of the innovative
products is to showcase their
products to the public and
receive feedbacks that could help
them develop their capacity, the

innovators called for creating
conducive ground with a view
to develop their capacity and
produce quality products that
could make an impact to the
national economy.
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Eritrea Festival: A Cauldron of
Many Talents and Diverse Cultures
Habtom Tesfamichael

complexities of Eritrean identity
and cultural continuity inherent in
festivals. It disseminates cultural
understanding in popular form,
promotes the artistic and aesthetic
values of Eritrean ethnic groups,
and provides raw materials for
stage presentations of Eritrean
cultural traditions through music
and dance and the portrayal of
life styles, costumes and bodily
adornments that are fading away
from public memory. In other
words, festival Eritrea is, among
other things, a live cultural
collection and documentation of
these memories in the wake of
globalization. Thus, a festival
is important because it draws
attention to the need for cultural
production and stimulates support
for the preservation of “dying” or
threatened cultural practices.

The greatness and beauty of a
nation can be found in its national
festivals. The Eritrean culture and
history can be examined in the
vivacious annual national festival
which is being held at the Expo
ground in Asmara. The festival
was opened by President Isaias
Afwerki on 16th August in the
morning hours in the presence of
government officials, diplomats,
regional cultural troupes, and the
general public who paraded past
government officials.
Eritrea has a great history and
diverse culture and tradition. Such
diverse cultures, emanating from
the varied ethnicities but under the
name of a single country; such is
the greatness of Eritrean culture.
The wide spectrum of traditions
in the country being the prime
cause of such diversification, this
festival is celebrated with sheer
enthusiasm and devotion every
year at the Expo grounds.
Festival Eritrea is an annual
event with its origins in the
days of Eritrea’s struggle for
independence. It started in
Bologna, Italy, during the
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struggle for independence. The
festival, conducted annually,
has contributed a great deal to
the national unity of Eritreans
at home and abroad. It has also
become a model for other cultural
events after independence.
One of the prime purposes of
the annual festival held at the
Expo grounds is to create a space
for people to know the different
Eritrean ethnic groups’ customs
and traditions, to portray Eritrean
development in different forms
and to present Eritrea’s collective
culture and history. The national
festival presents a microcosm of
Eritrea with its diverse customs
and cultural practices of its ethnic
groups.
In the festive environment,
Hedareb singers, for example,
sing about heroic hunting
expeditions, Bilin or Tigrigna
couples demonstrate courtship
dances, Saho women gather for
marital relations, Tigre musicians
sing birth rite songs welcoming
newborns while Cumana and
Nara
dancers
demonstrate
the importance of the harvest
season. In this way, the festival
is providing visitors, especially
the diaspora kids and foreign
tourists, an opportunity to learn
about Eritrean ethnic groups
without having to travel all over
the country.
The live performances bring

together different cultural groups
who wear different costumes,
display varied decorations, speak
different languages, profess
different religions and play a
variety of musical instruments.

held among individuals and groups.
The purpose of the contests is to
encourage participants to present
great work and help identify
outstanding artists, products and
performances.

In his briefing about the
festival, Ambassador Seemed
Tackle, commissioner of Eritrea’s
Culture and Sports Commission,
said that though the general
purpose and content of this year’s
festival is not different from
similar events held in the past,
this year’s is being held when the
people of Eritrea are rejoicing in
their happiness with the peace
and regional cooperation.

Eritrea’s national festival is
primarily an exhibition of the
country’s diverse cultures. From
the early years of its inception
it has involved the presentation
of traditional songs and dances
of different ethnic groups and
acted as a platform for ethnocultural affirmation. In this event,
different works of art have been
produced. This year, there will be
a lot of competitions and so much
effort has been made to ensure
audience satisfaction.

In the Expo grounds, the
sequence of events are largely
structured and accompanied by
contests leading to national awards.
The six regional administrations
will compete in traditional
and modern songs and
dances, traditional musical
instruments,
exhibition
of traditional housing
and livelihood of the nine
ethnic groups and regional
theatres that reflect their
respective regions. The
regions that demonstrate
outstanding presentation
and preparations will be
awarded at the end of the
event. Other cultural and
artistic performances and
competitions will also be

Festival Eritrea constitutes the

Throughout the festival days,
some stalls or booths at the
Expo grounds are devoted to the
demonstration of various crafts,
inventions, film shows and
stage performances. The festival
provides a platform for public and
private organizations to promote
their products and services.
To address complaints of visitors
in the past about prices of goods
and services set by shopkeepers,
Ambassador Seemed said stricter
regulations will be applied in this
year’s festival and a committee
has already been established to
deal with this kind of problems
and other issues related to the
festival’s orderliness. The 2019
Festival which was opened on
the 16th August will be closed on
22nd August.
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Hope Returns to the Horn
Sophia Tesfamariam
The anti-Eritrea campaigns in
cyberspace are in full swing and it
is not just the economic, social and
political systems in Eritrea that are
under attack, it is the people and
their hope and confidence in the
future that is now being attacked.
The word ‘hope’ derived from late
Old English word ‘hopa’ which
means ‘confidence in the future”.
The doomsayers know that even a
slight amount of hope can lead to
significant changes not just in one’s
own life, but even change the entire
course of history.
Tanishka Safri wrote:
“…Hope is essential for human
existence. Hope is as old as
humanity. Hope is a desire with
an expectation for something,
especially something good, to
happen. Hope implies little
certainty, but it implies confidence
in the possibility of that desire.
Hope affects the thinking of a
person and the way he or she
perceives events. Hope not only
shapes a person’s behavior, but
also motivates him, increases
persistence and enables a person
to go on, keep trying and not give
up. Hope opens up new creative
possibilities and fills an individual
with positive emotions such as
happiness and courage…”
She goes on:
“…Hope serves as a promise or
reason for expecting a better future,
and without hope, a change is
spiritually inconceivable. Research
shows that people who score high
in hope have better psychological
health (lower levels of depression
and anxiety, and higher levels
of happiness and well-being). In
college, more hopeful students
showed greater all-around success,
and more of them finished their
graduation. High-hope people
have been shown to cope better in
burn injuries, spinal-cord injuries,
severe arthritis, chronic fatigue
syndrome, and even cancer.
Hope allows people to approach
problems with a mindset and
strategy-set suitable to success,
thereby increasing the chances
they will actually accomplish their
goals, therefore having hope or to
hope, is essential in life…Hope is
like the sun, which as we journey
toward it, casts the shadow of our
burden behind us…”
During the liberation struggle,
facing an enemy supported by

powerful states of the time, amidst
the constant Ethiopian bombing
raids, and against all odds, Eritrea
declared, “Our Victory is Certain”.
Despite the pain and suffering…in
the hearts and minds of all Eritreans
everywhere, hope loomed large.
William Blum, an American
historian explains in his seminal
book, “Killing Hope: U.S. Military
and CIA Interventions Since World
War II”, says that if one were to flip
over the rock of American foreign
policy of the past century (with the
Europeans in tow), what crawls out
would be… invasions … bombings
… overthrowing governments
… occupations … suppressing
movements for social change …
assassinating political leaders …
perverting elections … manipulating
labor unions … manufacturing
“news” … death squads … torture
… biological warfare … depleted
uranium … drug trafficking …
mercenaries …human traffickers…
all instruments used to kill Hope.
The end of World War 2 brought
an end to European colonial era, but
gave birth to an even deadlier era of
neo-colonialism with its economic,
social and political policies under
which the people of Africa in general,
and the people of the Horn suffered
greatly….and Hope was assaulted.
One such nation, Eritrea, bore
the brunt of the insidious and
catastrophic policies for the region,
spent the better part of the last 60
years in a bitter 30yr long armed
struggle for independence, and the
last 28 years in ensuring its territorial
integrity and sovereign rights in an
increasingly hostile international
and regional environment, which
included an aggressive two year
war of aggression and occupation
in 1998-2000, imposition of a
9yr long unfair and illegal UN
sanctions, an unprecedented 20year long campaign of defamation
and vilification by the western
media and the NGO community in
tow, as well as a sustained campaign
to isolate Eritrea from regional and
international forums.
Successive Ethiopian regimes,
propped up by the West, wreaked
havoc in the lives of millions of
Eritreans and Ethiopians. The
refusal of the US led international
community to grant Eritrea its
independence after the defeat of
Italy in World War 2, and colluding
to federate Eritrea with Ethiopia,
a US ally, emboldened the regime

to forcefully annex Eritrea in 1962
triggering the bitter 30-year long
armed struggle for independence. In
1991, with the liberation of Eritrea
from the clutches of Ethiopians
colonialism, peace and hope were
restored in the Horn region. But
both peace and hope would soon be
threatened.
Barely 6 years into independence
Eritrea witnessed the machinations
of yet another deadly US policy
for the region and the propping of
a mercenary minority regime in
Ethiopia to do its bidding. Eritrea
was forced to defend itself against
Ethiopia’s invasion and occupation
in 1998-2000. Ethiopia refused
to resolve the “border conflict”
peacefully and emboldened by the
diplomatic, financial and military
shield and support from the
international community launched
three successive offensives against
Eritrea. Thousands lost their lives
and vital economic infrastructures
were destroyed and millions were
displaced from their homes and
villages. In December 2000, the
Algiers Agreements were signed
bringing an end to the destructive
war.
The Eritrea Ethiopia border
conflict was resolved through
legal arbitration in 2002 when
the independent Eritrea Ethiopia
Boundary Commission (EEBC)
delivered its final and binding
delimitation decision. It awarded
Badme, the casus belli for the
conflict, unequivocally to Eritrea.
In 2007, the EEBC delivered its
final and binding demarcation
decision. Ethiopia refused to accept
the delimitation and demarcation
decisions and tried every gimmick
in the book to amend, revise and
reverse the decision. The US led
international community refused
to enforce the EEBC decisions
and allowed Ethiopia’s occupation
of sovereign Eritrean territories,
including Badme, to continue for
over 16 years.
The regime in Ethiopia was labeled
the “US’ staunch ally” in the Global
War on Terror launched in 2001 and
the minority regime enjoyed US
and the West’s economic, financial
and military support and shield as
it invaded and occupied neighboring
states, committed massacres against
its own people and threatened
to destabilize the entire region.
Its ethnic based policies sparked
conflicts that raged across Ethiopia
and threatened its implosion.

Alongside Ethiopia’s 20-yr
long belligerent stance, Eritrea
was also battling an even more
sinister and insidious attempt to
thwart its independence, retard its
economic development and kill
hope. The orchestrated defamation
and vilification campaigns by the
massive NGO community, with the
western media in tow, attacked every
nascent Eritrean institution. The
mushrooming of several cyber NGOs
in 2001 targeted Eritrea’s youth
who were lured out of the country
with false promises of asylum and
education. In addition to those who
perished in the Mediterranean Sea,
many more languish in refugee
camps in neighboring states, the
Sinai and Libya, leaving the comfort
of their homes and hope behind.
The youth were used as pawns
by Ethiopia, its sponsors and its
surrogates in the Eritrean Quislings
League, disguised as “human
rights” and “democracy” activists,
to effectuate “regime change” in
Eritrea. Most of the groups were
funded by US and European agencies
such as the National Endowment for
Democracy (NED). William Blum
who has written extensively about
foreign interventions in Africa and
elsewhere writes:
“…In a multitude of ways,
NED meddles in the internal
affairs of foreign countries
by supplying funds, technical
know-how, training, educational
materials,
computers,
fax
machines, copiers, automobiles
and so on, to selected political
groups, civic organizations, labor
unions, dissident movements,
student groups, book publishers,
newspapers, other media, etc …”
The people of Eritrea withstood the
onslaught with sheer determination
and sacrifice. Their resilience bore
hope.
The 27 year long joint struggle of
the peoples of the region resulted in
new change in Ethiopia. The ouster
of the minority TPLF regime ushered
a new era in Eritrea and Ethiopia
relations, with a new government
in Ethiopia, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. Peace
between the two countries has been
restored and hope for a better future
with it.
Ethiopia under the minority TPLF
regime, a state that received the
most international aid in the region,
that was touted as being the most

“investment friendly”, that was
said to have achieved “double digit
growth”, that was recognized as
being “staunch ally in the Global
war on Terror etc. etc. experienced
the most peacelessness and poverty.
Unfortunately, Ethiopia is still reeling
from the effects of the regime’s 27year long misrule. It will take some
time for Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
to reform the systems corrupted by
TPLF and its handlers.
Today, another development in
the Horn, the ouster of Omar alBashir in the Sudan, has brought
renewed hope in the Horn region.
Ghassan Charbel, editor-in-chief of
Asharq Al-Awsat in his 5 August
2019 article, “Ethiopia, Sudan, and
a Strange Visitor Named Hope”,
wrote about the changes in the Horn
region. There is no doubt that the
Eritrea Ethiopia peace declaration
and the removal of the cancerous
minority regime in Ethiopia, has
had a domino effect in the region.
There is much more that needs to
be done to establish stable peace in
a region long known for its volatility
and peacelessness, but as Ghassan
Charbel wrote:
“…Hope is a strange visitor
in this part of the world. The bet
is that the people embrace this
visitor….Hope is now knocking
on doors it has long forgotten…”
Finally, there is a journalist that
understands what is happening in the
Horn of Africa, unlike the naysayers,
or is it doomsayers, who are having a
hard time accepting the new realities
in the region. The new hopeful
reality in the Horn is borne in the
struggles of the peoples of the region
and the growing consciousness of
the ordinary citizens and their great
suffering and sacrifice. These pundits
ignore history and the machinations
of the forces that colluded to prevent
the socio economic and political
development of Africa in general,
and the Horn states in particular.
They blame African’s for the
economic stagnation, but ignore
the international structures that
impede development and promote
peacelessness and hopelessness.
These conflict entrepreneurs want to
kill hope again….
The people of the Horn region
are ready to face the challenges of
the future with renewed hope and
confidence. Hope has been injured
many times over in the Horn of
Africa, but it remains alive…despite
the many attempts to kill it.
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Safeguarding Cultural Heritage
Abel Girmai
Heritage continues to be deeply tied
to perceptions about nationhood and
deep roots that were developed during
the 19th century. It is considered as a
legacy that is defined by the spiritual
and documentary importance of the
objects. It is related to identities and
collective memories. Today, cultural
heritage, whether it is classified as
tangible or intangible, has become
a major cultural resource that must
be protected. This is done not only
by protecting monuments in danger,
renovating buildings, gentrifying
ancient urban districts, but also by
supporting various bodies of local
knowledge, occupational skills,
crafts and traditions. Museums play
a big role in collecting, recording,
safeguarding and exhibiting these
heritages in their different forms.
UNESCO has classified heritage
in to three distinct groups: tangible
cultural heritage, natural heritage
and intangible cultural heritage
(ICH). Initiatives to protect ICH
are continuously introduced to
ward off the disappearance of living
traditions and protect them from the
threats of globalization, migration
and the homogenization of cultures.
The actual implementations of
these measures have not always
been successful. According to
article two of the 2003 convention,
Intangible Cultural Heritage refers
to the practices, representations,
expressions, knowledge, skills as well
as the instruments, objects, artifacts,

and cultural spaces associated
that communities, groups and, in
some cases, individuals recognize
as part of their cultural heritage.
These elements of intangible
cultural heritage are transmitted
from generation to generation, and
they are constantly recreated by
communities and groups in response
to their environment, their interaction
with nature and their history, and
provide them with a sense of identity
and continuity, promoting respect
for cultural diversity and human
creativity.
There are three main groups of
stakeholders:
1.
Specific
communities
considered to form networks of
people whose sense of identity or
connectedness is tied to a shared
history based on the practice and
transmission of or engagement with
their ICH.			
2.
Groups of people within
or across communities who share
characteristics such as skills,
experience and special knowledge,
and play important roles in the
present and future practice, recreation and or transmission of their
intangible cultural heritage.
3.
Individuals within or
across communities with specific
skills, knowledge, experience or
other attributes.
In addition to these three groups,
“society”, referring to the whole
population of a country, and

and valorizing culture need to play
a role in collecting, documenting,
safeguarding and promoting cultural
heritage.

“multinational” or “scattered
communities/groups” that are
attached to a single heritage that is
not bound to a single geographical
area or country are included.
People are the focal point in
ICH, as it is mostly based on
intergenerational transmission and
skilled knowledge that is knowledge
acquired by practice and experience.
Hence, ICH encompasses cultural and
social practices, ceremonies, various
forms of arts and crafts, as well as
occupational skills. The notion of
safeguarding is central to intangible
cultural heritage. It conveys the
idea of protecting and preserving,
while at the same time transmitting
far and wide. In our country the
Commission of Culture and Sports,
through the National ICH Committee
and Cultural Affairs Bureau of the
commission, is conducting research
and establishing documentation
systems to preserve and valorize

the untouched and rich Intangible
Cultural Heritage elements. To date,
18 elements, two from each ethnolinguistic group, have been properly
studied and documented. The study
is aiming at ensuring the viability
and sustainability of the intangible
cultural heritage, including the
identification,
documentation,
research, preservation, protection,
promotion,
enhancement
(if
necessary), transmission, particularly
through formal and informal
education, as well as revitalization of
the various aspects of such a heritage.
Today, the viability and sustainability
of the heritage, especially intangible
cultural heritage, depends largely on
the availability of adequate financial
resources. It implies, among other
things, reaching wider audiences
and ensuring that the transmission
of the ICH is open to communities
and groups beyond closed ethnic,
religious or cultural circles and
networks.			
The commitment to sustainability
is not without inconsistencies, and
there is an increased awareness
that tangible and intangible forms
of cultural heritage are tightly
interwoven. One has to keep in mind
that there is a strong link between
the tangible and intangible and the
intangibility of cultural heritage is
articulated through the materiality of
culture. This is because the tangible
can be easily understood and
interpreted through the intangible.
		
Culture never stands still; it is
continuously in the making. The
intangible heritage is attuned to
changes in society, the entanglement
of multiple identities and to the
effects of globalization.
Museums and those directly or
indirectly involved in promoting

A column prepared in collaboration with the Eritrea’s culture and sports commission

Recognition and respect of cultural
diversity are fundamental steps in
understanding and preserving cultural
heritage, and they are fundamental
dimensions of ICH. The notion of
cultural diversity encompasses a
great number of complex issues
pertaining to ethnicity, religion,
social class, gender, education and
economy. Changes, especially those
caused by globalization, particularly
affect the intangible cultural heritage
such as rituals and related cycles
of life, dietary and culinary arts,
celebrations, dressing, games, etc.
What measures should be taken to
safeguard our heritage? The natural
and tangible cultural heritage can be
easily preserved through sustainable
awareness-raising programs by
the national media, conducting
seminars and introducing promotion
mechanism in collaboration with
stakeholders. Conservation measures
through scientific ways can also
help to protect damages made by
pollution, rainfall and other natural
and man-made hazards.
The safeguarding of intangible
heritage can be performed by
organizing different activities and
events in the form of lectures,
workshops for adults and children,
concerts, dance performances,
festivals and publications of
proverbs, tales and sayings. They
can also be done by donating objects
to museums, introducing traditional
games in to modern mobile or
computer games, creating new
softwares like puzzles or question
and answer about different ethnic
groups’ intangible cultural practices.
In order to help safeguard our
cultural heritage a mechanism
that promotes the participation of
every member of the community
and institutions that are interested
in culture, its development and
preservation institutions must be
ensured. The community must be
the center of any Cultural Heritage
safeguarding program. In today’s
world, the need to preserve our
heritages and transfer them to the
next generation is critically essential.
A little effort on our side can make
a big difference in preserving our
heritages.
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CECAFA U15: Recap of CECAFA U-15
Eritrea clinches a Resounding 6-0 Victory
Natnael Yebio W.
Match Day 3
Kenya vs. Sudan
Burundi vs. Somalia

Match Day 2
Uganda vs. Ethiopia
Rwanda vs. South Sudan
Match day two of the Cecafa U15
tournament currently underway
in Eritrea saw Uganda take on
Ethiopia in the early kickoff.
Under the typical winter weather
of Asmara, Uganda national team
came out on top with a resounding
3-0 thumping of their opponents.
While the age of some of their
top players of the day came under
scrutiny from the spectators, often
accompanied by boos and jeers
whenever one of those suspected
players were on the ball, the
Ugandans went about their usual
business, opening the score line
within 10 minutes via Ogwal Devis
who later on would end up getting
his second of the day and his team’s
third. Uganda’s Coach, Magerwa
Jackson, attributed the difference in
physic between both set of players
and the advantage his team had
over the Ethiopians to the team’s
diet. The Ethiopian players, making
history by being the first Ethiopian
football side to play in Eritrea since
the recent rapprochement between
both countries, put on a spirited
display of football on the day but
their opponents’ physical prowess
proved to be too much throughout
the match as they couldn’t get past
a very strong Ugandan backline.
In the second and final game of
the day, Rwanda played against
South Sudan. In a goalless
lackluster first half both teams
canceled out each other. Second
half was an improvement on the
first, as Rwanda coach Rwasamanzi

Yves made a halftime substitution
bringing on the pacey Irakoze Jean
Paul for Mugisha Edrick and within
five minutes of the restart Rwanda
took the lead through Irahamye
Eric when a long ball from the
back split the South Sudanese
defense and found the attacker.
South Sudan, looking to equalize,
first brought on Nyok Athiei Nyok,
then the aptly named Nelson
Mandela Thomas and Edward
Paul. However it was Rwanda that
got the next goal. Irahamye Eric,
once again finding himself clean
through on goal, scored with a first
time shot past the hapless South
Sudanese goalkeeper. It wasn’t long
before he got his third goal and,
undoubtedly, his man-of-the-match
award at the final whistle. Eric was
simply having one of those days
when everything he did came off
and was virtually unplayable.

Match day three of the Cecafa
under 15 tournament saw Kenya
take on Sudan for their second
match. After having convincingly
won their first match 3-0 against
Somalia, Kenya were looking
forward to record their second win.
Sudan, playing their first match of
the tournament, couldn’t simply
avoid the fate the Somalis suffered
in the hands of the Harambee stars; it
was already 3-0 within 28 minutes.
What the Kenya football federation
is currently doing with their youth
football development programs
is already paying dividends. The
Kenyans look like serious football
players, their movements on and
off the ball, their positional sense
in the field resembles that of
seasoned professional rather than
amateur football players. Sudan
have nothing to be ashamed of on
the day, this was just experience
triumphing over raw undrilled
talent.
The second game of the day saw
Burundi face off against Somalia.
Burundi, confident on the back
of their first victorious match
against hosts Eritrea, were looking
to continue their winning ways,
especially after having witnessed
group leaders win their second
match of the tournament in the early
kickoff. Wining against Somalia
would definitely put Burundi in a
good place to qualify for the semifinals. Somalia, on the other hand,

were hoping to recover from their
first match defeat by Kenya. In a
lively first half, Burundi took the
lead through Irakoze Jean Darcy
when he pounced on a loose ball
from the goalkeeper, slotting it
in the back of the net. Somalia
tried everything in the first half.
Particularly through their talented
number 10, Mohamed Omar Daud.
They were to be rewarded one
minute from the end of the first
half when Nur Mohamed Ali saw
his speculative shoot end in the
back of the net to the surprise of
the Burundi goalkeeper, Irankunda
Osana.
Somalia picked up exactly where
they left off in the second half,
threatening the Burundi goal on
numerous occasions. However, a
momentary lack of communication
between center backs Sabir Hassan
and Nadir Shine of Somalia
allowed Burundi striker Inteyiteka
Jean to score his team’s second and
final goal of the game as Somalia
couldn’t mount a comeback
against a very stubborn Burundi
side. Game ended 2-1 in favor of
Burundi, leaving host nation Eritrea
needing to win their second match
of the tournament against Sudan
on Tuesday if they are to have any
hopes of progressing to the semifinals of the competition.
Match day 4
Tanzania vs. Uganda
South Sudan vs. Ethiopia
The CECAFA U15 tournament
currently underway in Asmara
Eritrea is beginning to take shape

with the boys’ competition heading
into its fourth day of matches.
Monday saw Uganda take on
Tanzania. Uganda had won their
opening match against Ethiopia on
Saturday, a match that witnessed
the stark difference in physic
between both sets of players.
The match between Uganda and
Tanzania had little between both
teams. In an equally contested first
half, referee Sabri Mohammed of
Sudan had to halt play on numerous
occasions for fouls committed by
both teams. In fact it was Uganda
that broke the deadlock through a
free kick they won on the edge of
the penalty box which was sweetly
struck by Mutyaba Travis. As soon
as the ball left his foot, Tanzania
goalkeeper Miraji Rashid had no
chance as the ball ended in the
back of the net. The first half ended
with Uganda leading. Second half
was as physical as the first with
both teams vying to get the upper
hand. However, it was Uganda that
got the next goal. Mutyaba Travis,
once again, in the thick of things
as he magically dribbled past four
Tanzania players and slotting his
shot past the Tanzanian goalkeeper,
sealing Uganda’s second win.
Second match of the day between
South Sudan and Ethiopia ended
1-1. Ethiopia looked better in their
second match of the competition.
What they had lacked in physical
strength in their previous match
they made up for with their good
abilities on the ball and their pace
in this game, even threatening the
South Sudan goal via Korame
Tiamrat. However, with Ethiopia
dominating the ball, South Sudan
got the first goal of the game
through an indirect free-kick, their
lanky midfielder Tet James heading
the ball from close range past goal
keeper Derese Kidus as first half
ended with South Sudan leading.
In a closely contested second half
Ethiopia continued dominating,
with South Sudan opting to sit back
and defend their one goal lead.
With time running down,
Ethiopia coach Solomon Meka
used all his substitutes and went
on an all-out attack. Ethiopia threw
everything at South Sudan short
of the kitchen sink. Three minutes
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VACANCY Notice No. 2019/03
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Eritrea is inviting
applications from suitably qualified Eritrean nationals for the post of
Administrative Assistant, IMIS No. 43535.
TYPE OF APPOINTMENT: Fixed-Term			
DURATION:
Two years
LEVEL:		 GS-4				
DUTY STATION:
Asmara
PURPOSE: Under the supervision and guidance of the Admin
Officer, the Administrative Assistant is responsible for executing a
broad variety of routine tasks for the respective unit requiring full
knowledge of UNICEF administrative procedures, processes and
policies.
MAJOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Communications & Workflow
• Facilitates the communications and workflow of the
organizational unit to enhance the efficiency and
timeliness of operations and outputs.
• Manages incoming and outgoing correspondence, e-mails
and telephone calls.
• Communicates routine and some non-routine information
pertaining to the work of the team.
• Establishes and maintains the office filing and reference
systems, both traditional and digital; and ensures the
inter/intra-net websites are up-to-date and accurate.
Calendar/Meetings/Correspondence Management		
•
Maintains office calendar and arranges meetings.		
•
Takes minutes of meetings and keep the correspondence of
the unit well Organized.
Events/Logistics								
•
Supports capacity development activities and conferences
by making the logistical arrangements, through engaging with
facilitators, caterers and hosts. 				
•
Arranges times through liaising with participants over
availability.									
•
Liaises with budget focal points and section over costs and
needs.									
•
Prepares background materials for participants and uploads
cleared materials on the intranet.				
•
Prepares and maintains agendas on meetings and events
related to the work group commitments.

Travel 									
•
Provides travel assistance to staff members in section for
travel arrangements and entitlements based on the organization’s
rules and policies. Liaises with relevant travel focal points to ensure
that the organization obtains the best service and price for all travel. 		
				
•
Briefs/de-briefs staff members on issues relating to related
administrative matters such as visas, security clearance, and
documentation procedures. 				
•
Extracts, inputs, maintains, and verifies correctness of
travel records in the organization’s travel system to ensure accurate
transactions related to travel costs and staff travel.		
•
Assists in the preparation of budgets on travel costs and
maintains travel plan and budgetary control records.			
•
Monitors travel certification and report back to the team.
Invoice Processing
•
Responsible for collecting invoices and filing documents for
approval and, thereafter processing in VISION.
•
Uploads electronic files and verifies results to destination
system.
•
Responds to client transaction status and other inquiries.
Supplies/Equipment
•
Supports management of administrative supplies, office
equipment, and updating inventory of items.
•
Monitors and supervises adequate and appropriate use of
supplies. Ensures that services and maintenance of premises are in
accordance with organizational standards.
•
Arranges for the purchase and timely distribution of office
supplies.
Attendance
•
Maintains and updates a system which monitors the absence
of staff.
 Act as a backup for Admin Associate 					
 Performs other duties, as required.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE:			
 Education: Completion of secondary education is required,
preferably supplemented by technical or university courses related to
the field of work. 							
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CECAFA U15: Recap of . . .
continued from page 5

continued from page 6
Experience:								
 A minimum of 4 years of relevant administrative or clerical
work experience is required.
Language: Fluency in English and local language is required.
Knowledge of another UN language is considered as an asset.
Competencies: In addition to the UN core competencies of
integrity, professionalism and respect for diversity, candidate should
possess the following competencies: Communication, Working with
People, Drive for Results, Analyzing, Apply Technical Expertise,
Planning and Organizing, Following Instructions and Procedures.
CANDIDATES SHOULD PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF
COMPLETION/EXEMPTION
FROM
NATIONAL
SERVICE.
Closing date of Application: two weeks from date of
advertisement
FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE ENCOURAGED TO
APPLY
Only qualified candidates will be short listed and invited
for the interview. Please mail a recent CV and photocopies of
academic qualifications including telephone numbers or post office
box indicating Vacancy Number 2019/03 in a sealed envelope
addressed to:
Chief of Operations
UNICEF Eritrea
P.O. Box 2004,
Asmara
Quote: Administrative Assistant, IMIS No. 43535
Please note that UNICEF is a smoke-free environment.
Remarks:
UNICEF is committed to diversity and inclusion within
its workforce, and encourages all candidates, irrespective of
gender, nationality, religious and ethnic backgrounds, including
persons living with disabilities, to apply to become a part of the
organization.									
UNICEF has a zero-tolerance policy on conduct that is incompatible
with the aims and objectives of the United Nations and UNICEF,
including sexual exploitation and abuse, sexual harassment, abuse
of authority and discrimination. UNICEF also adheres to strict child
safeguarding principles. All selected candidates will, therefore,
undergo rigorous reference and background checks, and will be
expected to adhere to these standards and principles.
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted and advance to the
next stage of the selection process.

from time, Ethiopia’s Negash Abdulfeta was
fouled inside the penalty box by Godfrey
Nyoma, referee William Oloya duly pointing
to the penalty spot. Ethiopia’s Fentie Fitsum,
making no mistakes from the spot, made it
1-1. Ethiopia played magnificently on the
day. South Sudan, knowing they couldn’t go
toe to toe against their counterparts, were at
times physical and chose to go long for most
of the game. After the game Ethiopia’s coach
Solomon Meka said he was proud of the way
his team played.
Match day five
Burundi Vs Kenya
Eritrea Vs Sudan
Match day five of the CECAFA U15 boys
challenge cup began with the early kick off
between Burundi and Kenya. Both teams,
confident from their previous two wins, were
looking to record their third and put one foot
in the semi-finals. In a windy afternoon at
the stadium, Burundi were an equal match
for the Harambee stars as they proved their
first win of the tournament against Eritrea
was no fluke. Yet it was Kenya that took the
lead through their blonde winger, Harely
Gil, when he scored after a free kick hit the
post and he was the quickest to react to the
rebound. Kenya has been marvelous in their
first two matches and it looked like this was
going to be just another day at the office for
them. Nonetheless Burundi kept playing
their game coming close to equalizing in
the 35th minute when goalkeeper Lwangu
Alvin spilled what looked like a routine
catch with Shaka Brice heading the ball
into goal but his effort was cleared off the
line by Kevin Wangaya. Burundi, however,
equalized through Inteyiteka clear chance
on goal burying his shot in the back of the
net. Burundi one, Kenya one. As a draw was
suitable for both teams the rest of the second
half saw less intensity from the players, game
ending in 1-1.
The second highly anticipated match of the
day saw host nation Eritrea take on Sudan.
Wearing their new second kit that pays
homage to the national flag, Eritrea looked
a much improved side. This time around
coach Mekonen chose to start Natan Berhe

from the beginning. Natan had an immediate
impact in the last match when he came on
as a second half substitute. This time around
again Natan was the link between midfield
and the attack string pass after pass to his
teammates. Sudan couldn’t keep the lad quiet.
In the right hand side Temesghen Tesfai was
proving to be a handful for the Sudanese left
back Mustafa Musa, getting past him on a
numerous occasions and swinging in crosses
to the tall Eritrean striker Ahmed Awad. Ten
minutes into the first half, Temesghen Tesfai
dribbled past two Sudan players and put the
ball through the legs of goal keeper Jehad
Mokhtar to the jubilation of the home crowd.
This was the start coach Mekonen was hoping
for. The fans waited another ten minutes for
the second goal; this time around a shot by
Esrom Rezene was deflected into the back
of the net. The Sudanese players looked
dejected at halftime. The stadium erupted
into cheers and songs as the players headed
into the dressing room for halftime. Second
half began with the Red Sea boys pushing for
more goals. Eritrea’s striker, Ahmed Awad,
who had given Sudan’s center back duo’s
Mayaser Hashim and Zakaria Ahmed a torrid
time in the first half got his team’s third and
appropriately went to the corner flag and did
his Cristiano Ronaldo Siuuu celebration.
Eritrea was now cruising. Their unrelenting
attack continued once again. Ahmed Awad,
this time, jumped above his marker to head
in a cross from Natan, getting his second and
his nation’s fourth. Eritrea weren’t done yet.
Temesghen Tesfai, who had been fantastic on
the right hand side all day long, got his first
of the day and Eritrea’s fifth. Ahmed Awad,
however, wasn’t going
home without getting his hat-trick, and
before the end of normal time, he did just
that as he beat the offside trap, shrugging his
marker and keeping his composure to put the
ball past the hapless goalkeeper. This was a
resounding win for the Eritreans. One has
to wonder why they didn’t play like this in
their first game; perhaps it was nerves. With
the home fans behind them once and again
Eritrea will look forward to recording their
next win against Kenya on Thursday.
Match day six will see South Sudan face
off Tanzania while Ethiopia plays against
Rwanda.
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CECAFA U-15:
Endorsing Peace through Soccer

Eritrea hosting the CECAFA U-15 games, first of its kind in Africa
Asmait Futsumbrhan

While the 2010 CECAFA games, which was hosted by Eritrea, has a memorable place in every Eritrean soccer
aficionados and the CECAFA organization, the country has a chance to do it again hosting the historical event of
the CECAFA under 15 games which is being hosted for the first time in Africa.
Ten African countries are taking part in the u-15 Peace and Development Cup. The competition aims to develop
African soccer players from a young age by providing them opportunities to compete and grow. The u-15 Peace
and Development Cup competitions began on 16th July and will go on until the 25th of July.
We talked to Issaias Abraham, President of the Eritrean Football Federation, Mr. Nicolas Musenye, General
Secretary of CECAFA, and Ms. Doris Petra, Chairperson of the CECAFA organizing committee, regarding the
u-15 competitions.
Mr. Nicolas Musenye, General
Secretary of CECAFA

take place here. We want to do our
part in promoting peace through
sports. That handshake between
Welcome back, Mr. Musenye.
the President of Eritrea and Prime
Why did CECAFA choose Eritrea
Minister of Ethiopia changed the
to host this game?
perspectives in the region. Peace in
the Horn of Africa means peace in all
First and foremost, I would like
of Africa and we brought the power
to start by commending the Eritrean
of football to help the two leaders to
promote peace.
Also, our objective
of this competition is to
develop football at the
grassroots. We are glad
that we are the first region
to organize u-15 games.
You can only guarantee
the bright future of those
talented young players
by monitoring them
Mr. Nicolas Musenye
at their young age. If
artists and people for having such an
these are maintained, we can create
opening. I like the formation of the
a skillful team that will be one of
cultural troupes and I would like to
the best teams in the region. All the
say that Eritreans are naturally artists
players are very exciting; they are all
and they do everything in perfection.
passionate and talented. We agreed
I want to praise the people and the
that as a region we develop our
government and all the parties that
football at the grass root level which
have engaged themselves in this
will help us to identify their attitudes
event.
and skills.
To answer your question, Eritrea
managed to host a great game during
the 2010 CECAFA. It was a good and
vivid competition which everyone
was thrilled about. It was the best
competition CECAFA had. Besides,
it has been almost ten years without
Eritrea hosting international games.
This was one of the reasons to have
the game here, but, most of all, what
motivated the CECAFA general
assembly was the tireless works
both the Eritrean President and the
Ethiopian Prime Minster are doing
to stabilize the region which made it
necessary to make this competition

What is the kind of experience
the players would gain out of this
event?
Football brings people together.
All the players here are going to
connect and they will make friends,
which is the most important thing.
They are going to be able to build
friendships that will go on very far.
And some of them haven’t had the
opportunity to travel. This is the
first time they are travelling which
is good for them to see places and
share cultures between them.
Any last few words, Mr. Musenye

I am glad that I am here. This is only
the beginning of the development of
our football as a region. I want to
applaud the people of Eritrea and,
especially, the President of Eritrea
for engaging fully with the rest of the
region to organize this completion. I
want to thank him. I want to thank
the government of Eritrea for all
the facilities and security they have
provided us to make us comfortable
and enjoy our football here in
Eritrea.
Issaias Abraham, President of the
Eritrean Football Federation
What was the preparation the
EFF carried out to host this event,
Mr. Issaias?
Although we weren’t sure when it

develop
young
African
players
by providing them
such opportunities.
Eritrea managed to
have a memorable
CECAFA games in
2010 and now is a
time to do it again.
Not only can we
share the Eritrean
Ms. Doris Petra
heritage
through
historical buildings
our expectation. You can see how
and friendly people but through
much potential they all have. Other
sports as well.
than that, the EFF alongside the
government worked hard to host
Ms. Doris Petra, Chairperson of
this peace and development cup
the CECAFA organizing committee
competitions and I believe it started
It is your first time in Eritrea, Ms.
out great and hope it will continue to
Doris; how did you find it?
be so till the end.
I love Eritrea. I love everything
Would you please care to say
about it, the people, weather and
something about the game between
climate. We are all very comfortable
Eritrea and Burundi, during the
and I would like to thank the EFF for
official opening ceremony?
the reception that they offered us.
It was a competitive game. The
national team has lost many shots
which could have been successful
goals. The technical and tactical
skills of the players were admirable.
Of course there were few mistakes
but, hopefully, they will be fixed at
the next game.

Till now, we
haven’t really had
that many underage
games which again
were the reason for
our players to be
challenged. Most of
the countries that are
participating here
have the experience
of
numerous
Mr. Issias Abraham
competitions, locally
and internationally. This is something
was going to be hosted, as soon as we
that we want to work on in the future.
found out that the countries agreed to
This is a kind of event that we are just
take part in this game, we took no time
being introduced to. In any case, this
to prepare. We were able to form the
u-15 national team at a short notice.
game has shown us that we can be
Of course, the team had a short time
better if we manage to hold regular
competitions.
to train and prepare which is one of
Being the first of its kind in
the reasons we weren’t able to win
Africa, what does hosting this game
the game at the official opening
ceremony. Nonetheless, considering
mean for Eritrea?
the amount of time the players had
This is a historic moment for
Eritrea. CECAFA is working to
to prepare they performed beyond

How were the games you have
watched so far?
They were explosive games, all
of them. The players are young but
passionate and skillful. They showed
great techniques and their speed is
amazing. They play excellent and
they never waste time. They are in
the field to play and they play their
hearts out. This is the reason why
these kinds of games should take
place continuously because they are
the stage where those players get to
grow and develop to become great
players.
What do you expect from the u-15
games?
As I said before, this is how we
develop and nurture these young
players. They should be provided
with numerous activities just like
this. It is our hope that all the
federations will keep these players;
their standards and their talents
are beyond expectations. We hope
that the federations and all the
respected governments will support
the federations to develop these
boys further so that they could play
internationally.

