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More messages of Congratulations
President Abdel Fattah Al
Sisi of the Republic of Egypt,
President Xi Jinping of the Peoples
Republic of China, President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier of the
Federal Republic of Germany
and Pope Francis of Vatican sent
messages of congratulations to
the people and Government of
Eritrea in connection with the 28th
Independence Day Anniversary.

Senior Eritrean delegation met with Sudanese leader
Senior Eritrean delegation
comprising Mr. Osman Saleh,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
Presidential Adviser Mr. Yemane
Gebreab met and delivered
President Isaias Afwerki’s message
to the President of the Transitional
Military Council of Sudan, Gen.
Abdulfetah Alburhan on 19 May
in Khartoum.
In his message, President Isaias
stressed Eritrea’s confidence in the
ability of the Sudanese people to
find solution to their own issues.
The President of the Transitional
Military Council of Sudan,

General Alburhan welcomed the
initiative of Eritrea and briefed the
delegation on the developments in
the country.
Both sides also affirmed their
readiness to put the relations of
the two countries back on track.
The delegation also met
with Deputy President of the
Transitional Military Council,
General Mohammed Hamdan.
During the meeting, General
Hamdan said that the current visit
of the Eritrean delegation signifies
the end of a chapter and the
beginning of a promising occasion

Solar energy system handing over ceremony

in the bilateral ties between Eritrea
and the Sudan.
Meanwhile,
the
Eritrean
delegation met and held talks on
20 May with representatives of the
Sudanese Declaration of Freedom
and Change. The DFC welcomed
the visit of the Eritrean delegation
stressing special relations between
the two countries and briefed about
their vision for Sudan and current
status of the negotiations with the
Transitional Military Council.
The Eritrean delegation on its
part conveyed Eritrea’s wishes
for an outcome that serves the
interests of peace, stability and
development in the Sudan.

In their messages, the leaders
wished good health to President
Isaias Afwerki as well as peace and
prosperity to the Eritrean people.
Underlining the deep rooted
historical relations and fraternal
ties binding the two countries,
President Al Sisi expressed Egypt’s
readiness to further enhance and
deepen the relations with Eritrea
in all domains in order to achieve

the common interests of the two
countries.
President Xi Jinping on his part
expressed expectation that Eritrea
will repeat in this new era the
social and economic developments
it has already registered over the
past years of independence, and
articulated his country’s readiness
to elevate the friendly relations and
cooperation of the two countries to
a new height.

Funeral service of Abune Atnatewos conducted
Funeral service
member of the
the
Orthodox
was
conducted
at the Kidisti
Tsion in Asmara.
who served as
of Europe, Gash
and Southern Red
passed away on
illness.

of Abune Atnatewos,
Holy
Synod
of
Tewahedo Church,
yesterday, 21 May
Mariam
Debre
Abune
Atnatewos
bishop for dioceses
Barka, and Northern
Sea region since 2005
17 May after long

The
funeral
service was attended
by Government officials, religious leaders, as well as a number of the
faithful.

Eritreans in various countries celebrate
Independence Day Anniversary
Eritrean nationals in Sudan
,the UK, Italy, Canada and
Australia have celebrated the 28th
Independence Day Anniversary
with patriotic zeal under the theme
“Resilience for Higher Progress”.
Handing over of the Solar Energy project in Maichihot, Asmara, was
conducted yesterday 21 May.
At the event that was attended by Mr. Hagos Gebrehiwet, Head of
Economic Affairs of the PFDJ, Maj. General Romodan Osman Awelyai,
Governor of the Central region and Ambassador of the Peoples Republic
of China, Mr. Yang Zhigang signed the document of transfer.
Mr. Girmai Berhe, Head of Energy in the Central region, said that
similar solar energy system was installed at the Erafaile Elementary
School in Asmara, and that the project will have significant contribution
in technology transfer.
Ambassador Yang Zhigang on his part said that the project attests to
the strengthening of relations between the two countries and will have
significant contribution in beautifying Asmara city.

During the ceremony that was
conducted on 20 May in London in
which over 2 thousand nationals took
part, Mr. Estifanos Habtemariam,
Eritrean Ambassador to the UK
and Northern Ireland, said that
this year’s Independence Day
celebration is being conducted at
the time in which Eritrea emerged
victorious against all external
conspiracies aimed at derailing the
national development progress.
The head of the Eritrean
community in the UK, Mr. Ahmed
Mohammed, on his part said that
the Independence Day celebration

beyond consolidating the unity of
the Eritrean people has significant
contribution
in
transferring
the noble societal values to
generations.
Similarly, Eritrean nationals in
Milano and its environs celebrated
Independence Day Anniversary
featuring artistic and cultural
performances.
Mr. Fisehatsion Petros, Eritrea’s
Ambassador to Italy, indicated
that the new era of peace and

cooperation in the region demands
doubled effort in realizing the
vision and aspiration of the Eritrean
people and called for strengthening
organizational capacity and unity.
The ceremony was attended by a
number of nationals and friends of
Eritrea.
Likewise, Eritrean nationals
in the Canadian cities of Toronto
and Itchenor and in Melbourne,
Australia, colorfully celebrated
the 28th Independence Day
Anniversary on 19 May.
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A Glimpse of Adobha Sub-zone
Habtom Tesfamichael
After
independence
the
government of Eritrea has taken
different initiatives to raise the
standard of living of the rural people
based on the tenets of social justice
and equal development.
In pursuit of this objective, the
government invested in the rural
areas based on the belief that unless
the rural areas are given attention,
the benefits of economic growth
and development are not likely to
trickle down to the majority of the
population, particularly those in
the rural areas. This article gives an
account of the development activities
in the Adobha sub-zone.
Adobha sub-zone is one of the 16
districts of the Northern Red-Sea
region. This sub-zone is inhabited
by around 12 thousand people in six
local administrative areas -- Adobha
Nues, Mdgag, Hasta, Ela-babu, Ararb
and Hager. The sub-zone of Adobha
is mainly known for its mountainous
landscape around the plateaus of
Rora-Habab, Nakfa and Ayget and
dry plains along the borders with
Sudan. Eitaro (which is also called
Drit, its second name) is 75 KM to
the north west of Nakfa. The remotest
parts of the sub-zone are Ararb and
Hager, 112 km far west from the
center of the administration. Most of
the people live as pastoralists and a
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small percentage engage in trade and
agriculture. This sub-zone is home of
Bidawyeet and Tigre ethnic groups.

several scattered villages to make it
easier for the government to provide
them with facilities and services.

According to the local inhabitants,
Adobha was difficult to pass through
let alone to settle for a long time
due to its desert-like climate with
little rainfall and difficult-to-access
underground water. The name of the
sub-zone is indicative of its climate.
The name Adobha was originally
Adoha, which means enemy of
cattle. When herders were migrating
through this area from Barka (south
western part of Eritrea) to the east for
the rainy season, their cattle used to
die here due to lack of water and, as
a result, they called the place Adoha.

For people to lead a sedentary
life, the availability of potable water
supply is critical. To ease the potable
water supply problem of the subzone different mechanisms have
been adopted. Water is provided
using generators, solar panels, and
manually-operated pumps. This
has been a motivating factor for the
regrouping of villages. During the
armed struggle for independence,
the area around Adobha served as
one of the bases of the EPLF. The

Mr. Edris Ali, administrator of the
sub-zone, says that as there was not
any social service in the past it all
“had to start from scratch. Since then
this sub-zone has grown fairly and
its population is now increasing”.
After independence, lots of projects
have been implemented to improve
the livelihood of the people of this
sub-zone. Until the administrative
restructuring in 1996, the local
administrations of the sub-zone
were administered under different
subzones, causing the people
additional costs of administrative
service. Then Adobha was founded
in 1996 with Etaro as its center. It
is the farthest most and largest subzone of the northern Red-Sea region.
However, it is the least populated subzone. The primary problems of the
sub-zone were transport, education,
water-supply and the like.
Adobha sub-zone is one of the
areas where village regrouping is
promoted due to the scattered nature
of settlement of the population.
Village regrouping is an attempt
aimed at creating relatively larger
settlements by bringing together

Mr. Edris Ali
fighters got their water supply from
the wells dug around Etaro, himbol
and Ela-babu, which are still serving
the local population. Agriculture
was also developed around Badn
but ceased to function after the end
of the struggle. When the people of
the sub-zone regrouped they have
become beneficiaries of services
such as education, healthcare and
drinking water near where they live.
One of the sectors that has made
a major progress in this sub-zone
is the health sector. There is one
health center in Adobha and one
health station in Ela-Babu. In the
remaining localities health service
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is provided through foot medics.
The health professionals are giving
commendable service in raising
communal awareness and disease
prevention, in general, and in
reducing child and mother mortality
rates, in particular.
Though there is one ambulance
in Adobha’s health center, it is not
enough to give service to all of the
local administrations because they
are far from one another, says Mr.
Edris Ali.
As far as education is concerned,
Adobha sub-zone was one of the
places without schools before
independence except that of the
literacy campaigns carried out by the
EPLF. Mr. Abubaker Ali, director of
the Ministry of Education’s branch
at the sub-zone, says that nine
schools have been opened, from preschool to the middle school level,
and are registering some promising
results in enhancing the educational
opportunities of the people. Around
627 students are currently enrolled
in these schools, which is still
very much lower than the required
enrollment level. Mr. Abubaker said
that they are working to increase the
number of students who should be
enrolled in the next academic year.
One of the endeavors of the
Ministry of Education in the subzone has been encouraging students
to be committed to their studies
by providing different kinds of
assistance that would facilitate the
teaching-learning process, including
free meals during school days and
material support.
Adult learning is also offered,
which is playing a key role in
reducing the illiteracy level. Most
of these students are women and
some of them will participate in
the upcoming eighth grade general

Mr. Abubaker Ali
examination. Mr. Abubaker said that
a plan is underway to start programs
for those who couldn’t learn
according to their school age.
The predominant economic activity
of the sub-zone is pastoralism. Only
a small scale and few agricultural
businesses are operational today.
Most of the people of the sub-zone
live by purchasing food products
from Sudan. The administration of
the sub-zone has a plan to expand
the Badn agricultural potential to
increase local produce.
The biggest unsolved problem
in this sub-zone is the question of
communication and transportation
services. Mr. Edris said that the
available road links are in need of
renovation and expressed his hope
that this will be solved in the coming
years.
Mr. Edris said that as the vicinity
of Adobha was a rear base of the
EPLf throughout the independence
struggle, they are working to preserve
the relics of the armed struggle. He
called on the Ministry of Tourism’s
branch of the region to give attention
to preserving the the historic places
because of their significant value and
contribution to domestic tourism.
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Rise of an
auspicious
th
eritrea at the 28
Randa Osman
Lights illuminating the city’s
boulevard, flags waving on top
of buildings, posters of the nine
ethnic groups shining on every
angle of the city, families and
friends walking side by side on
the streets … are familiar to any
Eritrean who has attended the
celebration of our independence
in the past. But this year, all of
these are placed under a different
light; the light that we as Eritreans
are finally seeing at the end of
what has been a long and harsh
tunnel. The celebration of the
28th independence anniversary
has, without a doubt, taken on
a richer meaning this year, with
the long overdue Eritrea-Ethiopia
peace deal and the lifting of the
UN sanctions. This year’s motto
“Resilience for progress”, in
fact, perfectly reflects Eritrea’s
victorious attitude towards the
endless challenges it has been
forced to face in the last three
decades, proving to the world
that resilience is surely a key to
progress.
To
commemorate
this
momentous
event,
many
concerts, TV shows and street

These foreign performances
show how Eritrea is finally
getting out of its forced isolation
and trying to build a bridge by
enhancing mutual understanding
and acceptance between the
countries. As the Ambassador of
China to Eritrea, Yang Zigang,
said in his speech on the 19th of
May, Eritrea has brought peace
and stability not only to the two
countries (Eritrea and Ethiopia)
but the whole region of Horn of
Africa fostering an environment
for development and prosperity
in the region.

performances are arranged during
the historic month of May not
only to entertain the public but
also to provide opportunities for
the young generations to learn
and for the old generations to be
reminded of the costs Eritrea had
to pay to regain its sovereignty
and freedom, which may seldom
be taken for granted. The month
of May is also
seen as an
opportunity to
strengthen the
bond between
the
nine
ethnic groups,
whose unity
has
played
a great role
in achieving
liberation.
I
n
appreciation
of and very
high regard to
our
martyrs
and fighters
who
belong
to the nine
ethnicities,
every
year
shows
are
performed in
indigenous
languages and
cultures. This
gives room for
the different

ethnicities to transcend their
cultural differences and find a
common ground, founded on
Eritrean nationalism, urging the
mutual respect and solidarity
cherished by our forefathers
to be passed on to the younger
generations.
In compliance with this
principle of cultural equality and
integration, on the 17th of May,
a concert of a mix of traditional
and modern songs in Eritrea’s
nine languages took place at the
stage of Bahti Meskerem Square.
Celebrated singers made this
delightful night very special.
Children, women and men
danced on stage together with the
singers. The expressions of the
performers and the audience were
set in what seemed a perpetual
beam of hope for the yet unborn
future. From the seats at Bahti
Meskerem the dazzling lights
from the lustrous city boulevard
can be seen. Numerous stages are
set on Harnet Avenue, performers
displaying their talents to satisfy
and amuse their audience. Some
stages entertained children’s
shows where you can see parents
enjoy the show just as much as
their children. Others entertained
plays of past events where the
attentive audience shows that
our past history has truly given
birth to our present identity.
Others host traditional or modern

songs where total strangers can
be seen dancing together. All
these performances are being
displayed on the streets for those
who enjoy the chilly weather
outside while those seeking warm
shelters inside cosy buildings
are watching similar shows at
cinemas and other places.
All
of
these
diverse
performances have one common
purpose of delivering a message
to help foster a balanced and
conflict-free society. The different
themes exhibited in the form of
songs, plays and others include
the pivotal role of self-reliance in
our country, the equality between
different cultures, religions and
gender, the importance of hard
work, the sharing of love, loyalty
and solidarity, the encouragement
of nationalism, open-mindedness
and acceptance of others.
Artists have come from other
countries to make Independence
Day celebration more colourful.
The Egyptian band called “El
Tannura”, made up of 12 members,
performed on the 16th of May at
Cinema Roma where they shared
their traditional dance, songs and
music with an Eritrean audience.
Similarly, the Chinese team called
“Nanjing” and the Japanese team
called “Heavense” performed
on the 19th and 21th of May
respectively at Cinema Roma.

The performances helped
create opportunities of mutual
learning between the cultures. In
line with this cultural exchange,
the Chinese team sang a famous
Eritrean song and participated in
a traditional dance to a song by
the famous Bereket Meghsteab.
Eritrean students of Chinese
language also sang a Chinese
song together with two members
of Nanjing, much to the public’s
delight which expressed its
happiness through endless cheers
and applause. In an interview with
Eritrea Profile, the leader of the
Nanjing team said that the team
was very scared to perform so far
away from home for the first time
at a stage here in Eritrea, but the
love and acceptance the Eritrean
audience expressed through their
applause and cheers made them
feel at home. He further reiterated
that the love they received and
the cultural lessons they learned
were phenomenal and that he
would like to encourage others
to do the same in the future. Mrs
Fortuna, who lost her voice in her
vocal endeavour to support the
team, said that she never had any
interest in foreign cultures prior
to this show which has now left
her burning with curiosity and
desire to attend more shows like
these in the future.
The programs prepared for the
celebration of this all-important
anniversary are ongoing and will
culminate on the 24th of May at
the Asmara Stadium, where every
Eritrean will rejoice aware of the
auspicious track the country is
following and will look forward
to the future with open and
hopeful hearts.
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Independence Day: Concerts, Carnivals
and Fireworks! Can I see it all!
Natnael Yebio W.

When the month of May comes
Eritreans inside the country and in
the Diaspora gear up to celebrate
Independence Day. Independence
Day means so many different
things to so many people. For
some it means remembering all
that was sacrificed by a loved
one or themselves. For some it’s
just a day with family celebrating
what this day means. But for all
of us together this day means
celebrating, remembering, and
being grateful for the freedom we
all enjoy today.

different programs held in honour
of Independence Day throughout
the city and country.

Last Friday I had the chance to
attend a show organized by Zinar
Art Center. The Center held its
fourth show in as many months.
This particular show was held to
celebrate Independence Day. Mr
Endrias Asmerom, Chairman of
Holidays Coordinating Committee
on his opening speech noted that
the show which was being held
to commemorate Independence
Day had programs that clearly

back Eritrean traditional songs to
the fore while giving a chance to
new and upcoming artists in a time
when the younger generations
have a taste for modern music, is
definitely doing a great job. The
center will hold its 5th show next
month.

Across town, Independence
week celebrations were officially
opened by a show held at Bahti
Meskerem square. The event
saw the participation of the
famous traditional music group
Boba, while Walta music group
Egypt was held in the cinema the
previous day.

This year’s Independence Day
comes at an important juncture
in Eritrea’s history. Peace with
Ethiopia, lifting of the unjust
sanctions, and securing our
rightful place in the region-that
of a preserver of peace & an
important fabric in the regions
existence restored-are just a few
of the many things that make this
Independence Day even sweeter.
W h e n
we
talk
about
being

Walking down Harnet Avenue,
one is spoiled for choice,
“Hi, where are you coming
from?”
“I am just coming from Bahti
Meskerem?”
“Watching
performances?”

depict the Eritrean Struggle for
Independence through the arts.

Eritrean,
w
e
always hold our head up and I
consider us the best example of
human endurance in the face of
obstacle; obstacles we have faced
for almost a century, obstacles we
have overcome against all odds.
Our history is like no other. We
fought colonialism, annexation,
aggression and the international
community’s betrayal and came
out stronger on the other side.
It is an identity we carry with
us wherever we go and say I’m
Eritrean ever so proudly. It is with
that same fervor we celebrate
Independence each year in the
month of May.
This month we have already
had the pleasure of witnessing

Poems written during the
Struggle for Independence were
recited during the show. Poems
such as Awate, Eritrea ab Serawir
Demey and X’mi Aloni resonated
with the audience. The show
included several traditional as well
as modern dance performances
by the renowned Mieras cultural
troupe while various Eritrean
patriotic songs were performed
throughout the afternoon. Zinar
Tibebat, which aims at bringing

some

“Simply Terrific!”
The celebrations are going to
continue throughout the week.
Make sure to check out the highly
anticipated Carnival this afternoon.
On the eve of Independence Day
there are numerous neighborhoodorganized events to be held across
the city, a sort of event-walk
to see how each neighborhood
celebrates the day is a must for
everyone. In the evening there
will be concerts held in different
locations in mid downtown, and

featuring, Admas dance group,
performed to the adulation of the
audience.
The weekend was filled with
events across the city -- in Cinema
Roma, Nanjing acrobatic Troupe
from China performed their unique
display of acrobatic routines. The
event which was organized by
the Commission of Culture and
Sports, in collaboration with the
Chinese Embassy in Eritrea, was
attended by government officials
and the Chinese Ambassador. A
show by a cultural group from

“Don’t you know that
Independence Day festival has
already started?”
“Have you seen the cultural
show in Cinema Roma?”
“I went it, but I couldn’t come
out?”
“What happened?”
“A human avalanche was
waiting outside to crash in.”
“How about………….?”

firework (my recommended
favorite of all) will be displayed
at exactly midnight to herald in
our Independence Day. Watching
the firework is a site to be hold,
and it is an ordained tradition in
itself, so wherever you are on
Independence eve, be outside
when the clock strikes Midnight.
Finally,
the
official
Independence Day celebration
will be held on Friday 24th May at
Asmara Stadium.
Happy 28th Independence Day
my fellow Eritreans.
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Great
independence
of great
endurance
Simon Weldemichael

and blind eyes of the world are
alert to hear and see the actions
of Eritrea. After twenty years of
resistance and endurance, all the
predictions rooted primarily in
fear and hatred have proved to
be incorrect. The national march
of Eritrea will not be stopped by
bad mouthing. The camel will not
stop marching by the barking of
the dog. Now we have enough
strength to face the future with
courage.

Independence Day, which falls
on 24th May, is the greatest and
most highly celebrated national
holiday in Eritrea. Celebrations
take place outdoors at the main
avenues in Asmara and throughout
the country. Eritreans living
inside and outside of the country
have always gathered to celebrate
the birth of Eritrea. Eritrean flags,
neon lights and patriotic slogans
adorn the streets. As we honor
this day, we thank our martyrs
and gallant defense forces for
the freedom and independence
given to us. Freedom has a price.
Many in our midst have dedicated
their lives to protect others.
Independence Day is therefore a
day among many to express our
thanks for their public service.
On this happy occasion we
take special pride in saluting
our flag and recall with pride
the greatest sacrifice of our
martyrs who have fallen in the
struggle for independence and
its preservation. Eritreans have
developed a tradition of opening
celebrations with a moment of
silence in memory of the fallen
heroes. Twenty-eight years ago
the people of Eritrea had begun
a new journey as a free nation,
guided by the inspiration and
vision of the People’s Front.
The vision has been to create an
Eritrea that is united despite its
diversity, one in which no person
or group is left out of the journey
of development, an Eritrea where
every citizen can live a life of
dignity and feel proud to say - I
am Eritrean. This vision of Eritrea
is our proud inheritance from
our struggle for independence.
For the last twenty-eight years
Eritreans have committed to fully
realizing it.
Eritrea’s Independence required
a lot of sacrifice and endurance.
Eritreans have paid 65 thousand
martyrs and 30 years to achieve
independence. They were again
forced to pay around 21 thousand
lives and 20 years to preserve the
hard won independence. Now with
the signing of a peace deal with
the new government in Ethiopia,

every Eritrean feels happy for the
victory achieved in many fronts.
Eritrea has moved forward in
the many battles against foreign
incursion, poverty, ignorance and
disease. Although attempts have
been made by some to belittle
our achievements, Eritrea has
accomplished a lot.
Efforts have been underway
in Eritrea to end poverty,
ignorance, disease and other
social ills from the face of the
country. The fervent desire of
the government is that Eritrea
becomes modern and prosperous.
Independence, democracy and
freedom mean nothing for those
who are not touched by the hand
of development. That is why the
government of Eritrea placed
special emphasis on social justice
to empower the previously
marginalized.
Through
the
expansion of education, health
and transport services we have
seen many people climb the

ladder of development. Yet, there
are many who still need support
and assistance.
The colonization and domination
of Africa remains one of the most
significant historical disruptions.
Apart from undermining the
right of the Africans to selfdetermination, the period of
colonial rule was characterized
by deliberate efforts to destroy
the cultural and spiritual wealth
of Africans. Although targeted by
many invaders who were envious
of its material and spiritual wealth,
Eritrea’s culture of resistance
and endurance has always been
undeterred. There is no moment
in history when Eritreans ceased
fighting for independence and
dignity. Through resistance and
endurance, we ended the period
of ill fortune.
The theme of this year’s
Independence Day celebrations,
“resilience for higher progress,”

is relevant not only to our
efforts towards consolidating
and defending our national
independence but also the
realization of our vision of
transforming Eritrea through the
principle of self-reliance and
resilience. We must have faith
in our strength and confidence
in our capabilities. Despite our
differences and difficulties, every
citizen must recognize that we are
Eritreans first. We must always
fight against the cheap narratives
aimed to weaken and divide us
along narrow lines. Our strength
lies in our unity. It is that unity
which gave us our Independence.
Eritrea’s independence has now
become a rock of reality to both
friends and enemies. Eritrea’s
principles can no longer be
belittled or ignored. Our enemies
are now barking since their
trickery and subversion have
failed to encircle Eritrea. At this
moment of time, all the deaf ears

We are proud of our
struggle made before and after
independence for it was a noble and
just struggle, and indispensable
to put an end to Ethiopian
colonization,
imperialist
domination and false pride of
TPLF collectively. The resistance
and endurance manifested during
our revolution has continues to
be the trademark of Eritrea to
this day. Patriotic father Weldeab
Weldemariam’s response to
Ethiopian terrorization during
the federation era shades light
to understand the long tradition
of resistance and confidence
of Eritreans. After a series of
assassination attempts Weldeab
said “No man be, European or
African, can force me into the
yoke of any kind of bondage.
If there be someone who dares
to attempt my assassination in
order to force me to submit to
doing things contrary to my
feeling and will, then I also have
in me the courage to die for my
political beliefs, for the cause of
liberty of my country, and for the
genuine interest of my brothers
and sisters. (Alemseged T. 9091).
On the historic moment of
Independence Day, we pay our
reverent homage and we bind
ourselves afresh to Eritrea’s
service. Let’s work hard to reach
our vision through hard work and
sacrifice. We struggle, resist and
endure and finally we succeed.
Let us all come together and
work resolutely for the welfare
and prosperity of Eritrea. Happy
independence day to the people
of Eritrea, the gallant Eritrean
defense forces and the leadership
of Eritrea.
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Eritrea Telecommunication Corporation (EriTel) congratulates the people of Eritrean on the 28th anniversary of the Eritrean independence and is proud
to introduce its new web site www.eritel.com.er.
The web site incorporates information about Mobile, Fixed, Wireless, Internet services and others.
EriTel invites all to visit www.eritel.com.er.
Eritrea Telecommunication Corporation (EriTel)
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Making Badminton a Sport of Many
Leikun, twenty-five, and Kisanet, nineteen, are national champions aspiring to raise the Eritrean flag in international arenas for badminton.
Billion Temesghen

On today’s very interesting talk, Q&A introduces you to two young sports pro, Leikun Mulgeta Semere and Kisanet Haile Heyelom. Badminton is not a sport Eritrea is known for;
nevertheless, it is common to see people playing the game at fitness centers. Not far in the future, that is more likely to change thanks to the determination of the players, their coaches and
the Eritrean Sport Federation. Meet Leikun and Kisanet, national champions multiple times and representatives of Team Eritrea in the All Africa Senior Championship 2019.
KISANET HAILE HEYELOM
Thank you for your time. Would
you like to first introduce yourself?
Yes, thank you. My name is
Kisanet Haile. Born and raised in
Keren. I do a lot of sports one of
which is badminton.
What sports do you play besides
badminton?
I first wanted to play football and
be a professional player. I was young
and I loved kicking the ball with my
male friends in my neighborhood.
Later on, at school, my teacher
noticed I was good at it, so he
introduced me to a football team and
I started playing and practicing with
them. Meanwhile, my female friends
had started playing badminton
and I thought that maybe that was
something I could do too. I was
captivated by their excitement, so

I joined them; I have been playing
badminton ever since. That being said
I also am fond of cycling, so I joined
a professional team for that too. As
badminton games are not regular
I would train for it but regularly
engage in cycling. There was also a
time when I played ground tennis.

me from engaging in sports. My
family is extremely supportive. They
understand what this means to me
and they are okay with it. Sometimes
it is physically tough to shift from
football training to that of cycling,
which is why I am focusing more on
cycling.

How do you manage to focus on
all of these sports?

You are so extremely talented
that you are a medalist in all of the
sports you play.

Somehow I do and I do it well.
How, I wouldn’t know how to
explain. But I find time for the
sports. My mornings are reserved
for cycling when it is offseason for
badminton. As of late I have focused
completely on badminton as I want
to grow.
Do you face any problems while
practicing the sports?
I don’t. So far I haven’t faced
any major challenges that have kept

LEIKUN
MULGETA
SEMERE
Thank you for making time to
talk to Q&A!
Pleasure is all mine. Hello Eritrea
Profile, my name is Leikun Mulgeta
and I am a badminton professional
player in Eritrea’s national team. I
was born and raised in Asmara in the
vicinity of sports ground in downtown
Asmara known as Bocciofila. I did
a lot of sports growing up for the
amusement of myself as a kid.
How did you get to badminton?
I started playing badminton in
2009, exactly ten years ago, when
I was almost fifteen years old. My
friends and I picked the badminton
racket for fun and then it became a
habit, so we went to the gym to play
badminton. And it was a lot of fun.
By sheer luck some sportsmen and
senior badminton professionals saw
us and guided us to make our way
to the Eritrean Federation of Sport
and be known as official players
of badminton. At first most of the
training and guidance were provided
by the individuals themselves but
then a whole structure was formed
by the federation to accommodate
our needs and also the formation of

a team that has coaches, instructors
and directors. Thanks to the few
people that spotted us we are here
now.
Are the young men you met ten
years ago in the fitness center still
around?
Yes, most of us are still around.
Some are still playing. Nahom
Ghebrekidan is the president of the
Badminton federation and Amanuel
Ghebrezighiabiher is now the coach
of the national team. As for me I will
continue to play.
When did you start shining outside
the arena of the fitness center?
My mates and I, like I told you
earlier, were eager to know, learn and

example, the previous week I
took part in a cycling tournament
in the Anseba region where I had
accumulated enough points for the
last stage that coincided with the
annual badminton tournament. So
I decided to play badminton and
luckily I got the trophy, once again,
this year too.
What does sport mean to you?
Life. I would be dead if I weren’t
active in sports.

I am a multiple national champion in
badminton, multiple-times nominee
for best player in football and I have
also conquered multiple medals for
my cycling team. I have got several
trophies starting from 2013 until now.
And last Sunday, May 19th, I was the
national champion for the third time
in badminton. I simply love being
active in sports and whatever sport
I took on I reached the professional
level. The main reason is because
I am passionate about sports. For

You are the first female
professional badminton player to
represent team Eritrea in the All
Africa Senior Championship 2019.
How did you feel? And how was the
game?

practice the sport on international
standards, so after 2014 I started
competing in big tournaments. I
participated in the Central Zone
tournament. Every year since then
up until 2016 I started getting
recognition from the public bit by bit.
You climb towards being a champion
in small steps. Therefore, it took me
a while to get where I am now. In
2016 I was called to take part in team
Anberbeb, which is one of the many
teams under the umbrella of the
Ministry of Defense. The first game
I played with my team went well
for a beginner, but the second game
got me my trophy. After that I even
gained the confidence to practice the
sport with zeal. I learn more with
each tournament. Moreover, the
federation placed more focus on the
game and so much was being done
to nourish the game. An example is
how my team mate Kisanet Haile got
to join the national team. Talented
sportsmen were being drawn from
all over the country to join the field
and were encouraged to excel.
Badminton is something you
helped build, having played for
ten years from age fifteen up to
now. The sport is basically your life
story.

many people with whom I share the
same dream. Everyone, including my
fellow players, coaches, presidents
and members of the federation
joined hands in making badminton
a sport through which Eritrea can be
represented, and having been here
since my teenage years makes the
journey one that I cherish and I am
proud of.
Leikun you have won the trophy
for national champion in badminton
this year as well as last year. Your
points got you to represent the
national team in the All Africa
Senior Championship 2019. How
was it?
It was big and it was a game that
we could have won had we known
better. We got to the tournament
right after we landed; we hadn’t had
a chance to explore the field and
prepare our minds for it. Our team
was the last team to arrive. By the
time we were escorted to our resting
places the rest of the teams had
already finished preparing for the
game. Also, most of the players were
older. But even then we thought we
could have made it at least to the
finals. Kisanet showed excellent
skills. But because I went before her
she was frightened a bit.
It must have been disappointing
not to win.

It is. However, the merit goes to

I felt great to represent my country.
I think we could have gotten to the
finals. What we had imagined of the
game was way greater to what we
found on the ground. What kept us
from scoring points were technical

problems.
We played
few hours
after our
arrival. But
from where
I see it, I
am most
certain that
we
will
be
able
to
bring
the trophy
home next
year.
Thank
y o u !
Anything
you want
to say at the end?
I want for badminton to be a game
known and played by many. I will
work harder and train even more to
excel in badminton and make a name
for my country through a sport that
our country is not yet known for.

Definitely! We are athletes, we
play to win. But in all honesty, this
time around having our flag raised in
a continental arena for the first time
was the biggest win. Kisanet and I
were proud to have made it so far.
Needless to say next year we will
get the medals. Now we know how
things are and we learn and prepare
accordingly. Luckily, Eritreans are
keen on sports no matter what sport
it is and if I am to talk about the
encouragement and love we have
been receiving all I can say is that
I am grateful beyond words. Our
community is proud of us and we,
everyone involved in badminton,
will do beyond our best to live up to
the expectations of our community.
Thank you, is there anything you
want to add before we end?
One note. Badminton is not as
big as cycling but I am confident
that if we all work together we’ll be
able to see the Eritrean flag raised
everywhere. For us Eritreans, sport
is our way of making our voice heard
in the rest of the world. Badminton,
too, can be one additional way, so I’d
like to remind the Sports Federation
and concerned bodies to put more
focus on the game. Thank you!

