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Happy Independence Day

Local Media conduct interview with President Isias Afwerki
Asmara, 21 May 2017- EriTv and Dimtsi Hafash Radio
conducted a two-hour live interview
with President Isaias Afwerki
yesterday on the occasion of the
26th Anniversary of Independence
Day.
President Isaias highlighted the
warm ties between Eritrea and
Egypt; the hollow rhetoric by the
Ethiopian regime on the so-called
“new policy towards Eritrea”;
the implementation and progress
of agricultural development
programs; affordable housing
challenges and the spike in rents,
speculative trading practices as
well as the imperative of ensuring
involvement of Eritreans in the
Diaspora on national development
programmes.
In regard to the growing ties
between Eritrea and Egypt,
President Isaias indicated that the
bilateral relationship between the
two countries has tremendously

to the peoples of Eritrea and
Ethiopia as well as the whole Horn
of Africa region. President Isaias
noted that the regime’s hollow
pronouncements are largely
meant to deflect attention from the
quagmire of its own making. He
also pointed out that the pointless
propaganda will not derail Eritrea
from its cherished path of building
a prosperous and secure nation.

grown in a short period of time
and that this will have significant
dividends to the promotion of
peace and stability in the region.
President Isaias further stated
that Eritrea is pursuing a policy
of strategic engagement in the
region to ensure stable and healthy

neighborhood for the benefit
of mutual interest and that the
relation between Eritrea and Egypt
emanates from that noble vision.
He also said that the claim by the
Ethiopian regime that the relation
between Eritrea and Egypt is
targeting the “millennium dam”
is unfounded and stems from an

Messages of Congratulations
Leaders of various countries have
sent messages of congratulations
to the people and Government of
Eritrea in connection with the 26th
Independence Day Anniversary.

President of Cuba, sent message
of congratulations and best wishes
from the people and Government
of Cuba in connection with the 26th
Independence Day anniversary.”

In a message he conveyed on
behalf of the people and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, King Salman Bin
Abdul-Aziz wished good health to
President Isaias Afwerki as well as
peace and prosperity to the Eritrean
people.

Similarly, in a message he
sent on behalf of the people
and government of the Russian
Federation, President Vladimir
Putin said that the relations
of friendship and cooperation
between Russia and Eritrea would
continue to develop for the benefit
of the two countries and in the
interest of ensuring stability and
security in the African continent.

In the same vein, Muhammad
Bin Nayef Bin Abdul-Aziz, Crown
Prince of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, First Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior as well as
Muhammad Bin Salman Al-Saud,
Deputy Crown Prince, Chief of
the Royal Court as well as Second
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense respectively sent
messages of congratulations to the
people and Government of Eritrea.
Likewise, Mr. Raul Castro Ruz,

President Xi Jinping of the
People’s Republic of China,
congratulated the people and
government of Eritrea and said
that since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
the two countries 24 years ago,
the friendly ties have developed
consistently. He further pointed
out that both countries have

enjoyed a high level of mutual
trust and cooperation.
Similarly, President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi of Egypt underlined
the significance of promoting
mutual cooperation between the
two countries in diverse fields, and
expressed his country’s readiness
to further develop strong ties.
In another report, the Governor
General of the Australian
Commonwealth,
Mr.
Peter
Cosgrove, said that the recent
visit by Foreign Minister
Osman Saleh demonstrated the
existing relations between the
two countries and commended
Eritrea’s achievement in the
Millennium Development Goals.
The President of the Supreme
Assembly of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Mr.
Kim Yong Nam, equally wished
President Isaias good health and
peace as well as prosperity to the
Eritrean people.

unhealthy mind set.
In responding to the underlying
motive and objective of Ethiopia’s
recent pronouncements of a “new
policy towards Eritrea”, President
Isaias explained in greater detail
the strategic mistakes committed
by the TPLF regime in the past two
decades with costly ramifications

On domestic issues, President
Isaias described in detail GOE
programmes of building the water
infrastructure, plans laid down
to ensure provision of requisite
equipment for irrigation and the
development of agro-industry,
regulatory measures envisioned to
curb speculative price hikes in the
retail sector, government plans for
housing as well as the role of the
Eritrean Diaspora in investment
in the home country, provision of
expert services and advocacy work
in their places of residence.

Colorful Independence Day Celebrations
The 26th Independence Day
anniversary celebrations are
being held in a colorful manner
under the theme “Laying Pillars
for Vibrant Development”.
The National Union of Eritrean
Women has organized a photo
exhibition in connection with
the 26th Independence Day
anniversary. The exhibition was
opened by Mr. Semere Russom,
Minister of Education in the
presence of Foreign Minister
Osman Saleh, Ms. Fawzia Hashim,

Minister of Justice, Tourism
Minister Askalu Menkorios and
other invited guests.
The exhibition featured art
works depicting the overall
participation and development of
Eritrean women before and after
independence as well as the effort
being exerted to ensure gender
equality.
Ms. Winta Gebrai, member of

continued on page 5
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Live streaming on the
streets of Asmara
Billion Temesghen
How many carnivals are there
in the world? Plenty. So many in
fact that carnivals have become
a number one touristic attraction,
a ‘got to do at least ones in a life
time’ activities and just gatherings
that bring together people from
all walks of lives in one venue, as
simply as, to rejoice.
Colored faces, crazy lighting
systems, lively music, accessories
in the air, vivacity and, don’t call
me audacious, but I believe that
carnivals in nowadays definition
are the ultimate expressions of
humanity.
Let’s take some of the biggest
examples. There is the Carnival
of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil where
an estimated 2 million people rally
in the venues of Rio twisting their
legs to Samba rhythms; the festival
goes on for 4 days. In London, UK,
1 million people gather annually
in August for the Notting Hill
Carnival. In India, during the Goa
Intruz Carnival 100000 flowers are
thrown in the air! And… e viva for
the Carnevale di Venezia. Probably
the longest carnival in Italy
and maybe even the world. The
Carnevale di Venezia stays for a
lengthy time of good 20 long days.
It includes a masquerade affair and
several centuries old refined Italian
traditions and customs; you’d better
watch out for Arlecchino!
And here at home, we do have
several carnivals. The biggest
Eritrean carnival, differently and
uniquely from the rest of the
world’s, is of deep significance.
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Yes, it does include the dancing
and the lighting; however, it
also encompasses meaningful
connotations.
The biggest carnival in Eritrea is
the annual independence Carnival.
It gets prepared in connection to the
Independence Day anniversary in
May. Although it is a one day, one
evening event, it surely is highly
expected and beautifully conducted
every time.
How is it different from other
festivals? Well, for starters if it is
scheduled in the month of May,
then it is obvious that the Carnival’s
theme is more of ‘free people,
free country’ kind of thing. And
the interpretation of freedom in
Eritrea is bottomless and profound.
Hence, the carnival almost always
evolves in such essences: freedom
to be free, freedom to be culturally
beautiful, diverse and united, and
freedom to build the nation. Just
free, free and free.

after another start to slowly dash
through the avenues of Asmara.
It is such an incredibly beautiful
scene that nobody wants to miss out.
And, yes of course, the independence
week is astoundingly celebrated by
nationals. So the crowds out in the
street every evening for multiple
days is massive. Nevertheless,
comparatively, the crowd for the
carnival is a lot bigger. On the
day of the carnival all the venues,
especially those around the center
of Asmara, are reserved and closed
for it, and therefore, this is how
one perceives its worth. I think

main constituents of the carnival. In
few words, a live streaming of what
Eritreans are all about.
]Let me now take you back to
2016, the Silver Jubilee of Eritrea’s
Independence. The carnival was,
of course, amazing but one wagon
shined the most. It depicted the
first day Eritrea ever became free.
The very first May 24 in 1991! A
community of one administration
literally served as a time machine
that zoomed us back to 1991. They
all wore humble and gloomy outfits
typical of those days and performed
astonishingly how the people of

Several
organizations,
administrations, neighborhoods,
PLCs, schools and unions take part
Asmara enthusiastically welcomed
the freedom fighters. It was so real,
so believable that it brought tears to
many.

in the carnival. They each prepare
their best definitions of freedom.
They normally depict it in artistic
ways. It may be through paintings,
musical performances, comedy,
mobile theatrical recitals, dances
and many more ways.
Normally big, well more
correctly, very long trucks serve
as the medium of the parade. After
the organizations, administrations,
neighborhoods, PLCs, schools and
unions finally finish the months’
long preparations and mount their
arrangement on these long, long
decorated trucks they line up in one
extended line, and all together, one

that people are especially fond of it
because in its massiveness it brings
many people together. I mean, it
includes so many activities and
exhibitions that to the minimum
you’ll find at least one that interests
you most. And maybe two, three,
more or even all of them! Stay for
the Carnival, and in a length of a
couple of hours, you’ll get all the
basic info on the Eritrean people,
its culture, history and tradition.
It is actually quite daring to be
explaining it in few words and in
one page of the newspaper. The
people’s emotions, life style, history,
current endeavors and more are the

By the way, I should mention this
in case you don’t know or maybe
you know but it’s been so long since
then. When the freedom fighters
first set foot on Asmara on a happy
Friday of May 1991, people literally
run out to the streets like fools.
They were overjoyed, so much so,
that they cried like little babies.
They spent days out on the streets
without bothering to close the doors
of their houses welcoming every
freedom fighter. I hear my aunt ran
to the streets wrapped in her shower
towel. That was how much it meant
and still means that Holy Friday of
May 1991. They kissed them and
kissed them again. They hugged
them and hugged them tighter. They
lifted them on their shoulders and
even higher. They run after them
and followed them longer. They
welcomed them with gratefulness;
a thankfulness expressed in loud
cheers and delighted welcome back
home folk-songs invented on the
spot.

Fast-forward to 2017 and
everybody still dearly feels exactly
the same. And since the carnival
is prepared by the people for the
people, it is a bit more emotional and
expressive.
This year’s carnival was held on
Monday the 22nd of May. A brilliant
idea was topped to the ordinary
making of it. This time there was
a whole subtext to it based on the
calendar: the Eritrean calendar.
What I mean is, that the parade was
divided in the 12 months of the year,
according to the National events that
took place in each of them.
The sub division of the month
of June had sections depicting the
altruistic heroism and martyrdom
of Eritreans, both for the Nation’s
independence and its sovereignty.
That was in connection with the 20
June Martyr’s Day. The July section
adorably depicted the very first round
to Sawa. And just wow and wow
again. Young boys and girls acted it
so realistically taking the crowd back
to 1994 when Sawa welcomed its
first children. The show believably
portrayed the youthful enthusiasm of
the youth of 94. 23 years later, now,
Sawa is home to youngsters of the
30th round!
The wagon of December showed
the Algiers Peace Agreement. The
launching of Dimtsi Hafash in
1979 was illustrated in the section
of January. March gave a picture
of the liberation of Nakfa, the
demise of Nadew Iz and Women’s
International Day. The wagon of
April, on the other hand, brought to
life the bloody massacres of Hirgigo,
the Black Friday, that of Wekidiba in
the villages’ church yard and painful
memories of many years that took
place in April.
Moreover, every wagon depicted
the traditional life style and beautiful
dances and costumes of each ethnic
group.
The parade was definitely historic
and very significant in terms of
depicting the diversity and unity
of the Eritrean people. The young
and old joined hands in making this
year’s carnival once more better and
higher. Shout out to every single
one that was there, job well done!
Cheers for Independence!
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Reflecting on Eritrea’s Pillars
towards Development
Mela Ghebremedhin
Today, the 24th of May, is the
time of Eritrea’s Independence
Day celebration nationwide and
in the diaspora. It is an occasion
to reflect on past achievements,
challenges and the way forward.
In today’s special edition of
Eritrea Profile, I will look in brief
at major pillars as the theme of the
year spelled out “Laying Pillars
for Vibrant Growth”. When one
thinks of pillars, it defines the
steps, the foundation, the ongoing
process towards sustainable
development and growth. With
this in mind, let’s shed some light
on some of the major pillars that
Eritrea has been working on since
the first days of independence.
To begin with, the first and
evident pillar for Eritrea was
rehabilitation and the provision
of basic needs to the people and
former combatants while trying
to adjust into a long waited
new phase of Eritrea, i.e. its
independence. Starting from
scratch, the war-torn Eritrea had
to quickly build the foundation
for long-term sustainability in line
with its vision of self-reliance.
Providing food, health and
education became vital. Efforts
were multiplied quickly to
expand access to health centers,
hospitals and clinics in the most
remote areas. Education, fighting
illiteracy and providing equal
access of resources to everyone

followed these initial pillars.
Food security came to be another
core pillar to build up for future
growth. A work is in progress
where the Government of Eritrea
implemented a system of subsidies
to respond to citizens’ demand
during drought and dreadful rainy
seasons.
Accordingly,
environmental
protection and forestation plans
came into play. Green clubs,
terracing programs in all mountains
of the country were undertaken
through summer programs that
involve youngsters in planting
trees on the way carrying out
their civic duties contributed
to environmental protection
strengthened by enacted strong
laws and regulations.
Laying the first pillars
continued in parallel with
another important one, which
was financial independence from
Ethiopia with the introduction
of the national currency, Nakfa,
in 1997. Nonetheless, this vision
was disrupted by the 1998-2000
Eritrea-Ethiopia border war, a
reminder of the past struggle and
sacrifices in which the youth paid
the price of their life again to
protect their nation. Despite the
hardship, Eritrea did not stop in
raising its pillars. Notwithstanding
the ongoing violation of its
sovereign territory, the country
manages to continue constructing
its columns.
Laying pillars went on with the

establishment of seven higher
institutions nationwide giving
greater access to higher education
to Eritreans including technical
schools such as the Wina School in
Nakfa or the Don Bosco Technical
School in Dekemhare.
Despite efforts to destroy the
pillars for development with the
sanctions imposed on Eritrea,
diplomatic ties have enhanced
in recent years, which switched
the initial trend of “waiting for
relations to come to Eritrea”
towards “going to get diplomatic
relations abroad”. A great shift,
which expands the building of
pillars towards partnering for
development. In fact, cooperating
with governments, UN agencies
and other institutions from

assistance and rehabilitation
towards sustainable development
through partnership extended in
recent years.
Building pillars for development
still persevere with the mining
sector allowing the Government
of Eritrea to maintain a share
of 50/50 or 40/60 with foreign
companies such as the Zara
Mining Share Company and the
renowned Bisha Mining Share
Company.
The slogan of this year’s
26th anniversary of Eritrea’s
independence goes along the lines
of Eritrea’s current state of affairs
and the policies enshrined towards
sustainable development. In fact,
as part of its food and water
security program, the construction
of water dams such as Gergera or
Gerset as well as check dams all
around the country are flourishing
providing access to water to
farmers and local communities
and securing access to water on
long-term basis.
Clearly, aiming at creating
vibrant growth requires strong
financial
capabilities
and
management. In view of that, the
Government of Eritrea passed
a new financial proclamation in
November 2015 to monitor and
control its financial flows through
reform of its banking system. Other
countries such as India followed
the trend recently. Besides a new
financial management system, as
one of the pillars vital for future
growth, attempts to regulate and
build strong infrastructure are

undergone.
Controlling its finance and
banking system thus goes in
line with strong fiscal tax and
Inland Revenue management.
Henceforth, this financial pillar
for growth aims not solely to
have a strong control mechanism
but also to help the people move
from highly dependence on
the government towards a selfsustained one in the long run.
This, without doubt, taking time
for adjustment and change of
mindset towards a more ‘saving’
than ‘spending’ one.
Another significant pillar for
development is the contribution of
the diaspora and their transnational
network. As President Isaias
Afwerki mentioned in his
interview last Saturday, the
diaspora remains the fourth front
of Eritrea’s march towards vibrant
growth. In fact, as a continuation
of the strong financial and political
contribution during the armed
struggle, at independence and
hereafter, the diaspora continue
its support. Besides, the diaspora
remains a strong actor in terms
of mobilization and works as
informal ambassador of Eritrea
abroad.
Laying pillars for vibrant
growth as the theme of this year’s
independence celebration calls
upon, comes at a critical juncture
and it is a great occasion to look
back in time and understand
what’s left to be done and what’s
need to be appreciated. With these
words, Happy Independence Day
Eritrea!
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Celebrating Independence Day

Natnael Yebio.W

Was May of last year as hot as
May of this year! People have
short memories when it comes to
weather. If you find certain days
in Asmara unduly hot or cold and
you are from Asmara, then you
must have changed a lot.
“Hi, where are you coming
from?”
“I am just coming from Bahti
Meskerem?”
“Watching
performances?”

some

“Don’t
you
know
that
Independence Day festival has
already started?”
We have great popular
revolutions
that
heralded
independence days that fall on
hot seasons. The American 4th of
July and the French 14th of July
are good examples. They say
that popular uprising take place
often during hot months. Heat
makes people impatient and more
irritated. That’s why tyrants don’t
like summer time.
“Have you seen Mkur Merzi in
Cinema Impero?”
“I went it, but I couldn’t come
out?”
“What happened?”
“A human avalanche was
waiting outside to crash in.”
“How about….?”
“Simply Terrific!”
Some people try to associate
mob resurrections with climatic
changes. As much as the moon
influences people’s moods and
temperament so does the sun. But
there is something mysterious
about summer. Winter is the
symbol of death and desolation.
Spring heralds resurrection and
summer is the time for boom and
the appearances of perfections.
What about the Bolshevik
revolution? That one took place on
a cold October day, when Prince
Fgor was still in bed with Princess
Tatiana. Some minds respond to
cold weather.

Our independence day could
have fallen on the month of
November or December, where
the sun sets at 6 o’clock and the
cold wind causes everybody to
hurry up after work to the warmth
of home and family leaving the
streets of Asmara to people with
cars and to those who enjoy their
beers.
“Hi, Astier, it has been ages. Do
you live in Asmara?”
“No
have
just
arrived
from Germany, to celebrate
Independence Day?”
“Is that your daughter?.....Hi,
little girl!”
“She can speak Tigrigna. I have
taught her myself.”

Most Unfourthnate July!

I think neither rain nor storm,
nor should heat or cold be allowed
to dim the enthusiasm and zeal in
celebrating independence days.
Of course, the dancing and
merriment cannot be the same in
the rain under a clear and starry
sky. But, since dancing is an
outward expression of inner joy,
the latter can never be dampened
down by rain or hailstorm. At least
for the majority.
“Hi, Rajul, so you are taking a
stroll like everybody else?”
“There is festive mood
everywhere; it makes me happy to
see smiling faces.”

(her

“Are you watching some of the
performances?”

“He is coming in August for the
festival.”

“Yes I think Independence Day
is celebrated in a very unique
manner in this country.”

“Where
husband).”

is

Haile

Maybe the trip was expensive
for both. And Haile had to save
money by working summer. After
all he can celebrate Independence
Day in Germany and Festival
Eritrea here. And it would be the
other way round for Astier.
Why Eritrea was freed in May
and not in January or in February
can only be answered by analyzing
a lot of variables and paradigms. It
is like cutting down a big tree. You
go on hacking at it with an axe.
But no one can tell precisely when
the tree will fall down.
By the way, does it matter at
all to know the exact time? Not
much.
But, the season matters to some
extent. As far as independence is
concerned it may not matter, but
as far as celebrating independence
is concerned (with street plays,
bands performing in open stages,
strolling down Harnet Avenue,
etc.) season seems to matter a lot.
Rain can sometimes spoil the
festivity, but I have never witnessed
big festivals marred by rainstorm
in our country. However, it is said
that it happened in America one 4th
of July. The rain came and spoiled
everything. The next day, certain
newspaper ran this headline. The

“Indeed. After all it did take us
30 years to get it.”
By the way, most of the 14 of
July dancers in Paris have only a
vague knowledge of the revolution,
and if they danced at all, that was
because they were programmed
to dance on that day. That’s what
their ancestors have been doing
for the last two centuries.
However, most dancers in Bahti
Meskerem or Harnet Avenue know
about their revolution first hand.
Some had taken part in it and have
lost a limb or an eye as a result.
“How do you think they celebrate
in Dekemhare or Massawa?
“The same as in here. There may
be more facilities and varieties
here, but the enthusiasm is same
everywhere.”
Fireworks, speeches, parties,
feasts and general celebrations
have marked the day ever since
the courageous women and men
freedom fighters set foot in the
capital with their tanks hoisting
the Eritrean flag which in two
years time that same flag was being
hoisted at the United Nations.
This year Eritrea is celebrating
its 26th year of independence,

26 years of nation building and
development. Of course the nation
has had its own highs and lows
but while the highs have taught its

people that this vibrant and small
country can do it on its own the
lows haven’t caused its people to
lose faith.
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Hotel Momona, “Providing Services
to my Hometown”
Mela Ghebremedhin
This past week I made a trip
to the Zoba Debub region and
my first stop was Mendefera, the
capital of the region. With its brand
new regional referral hospital, its
landscape and farms. Its climate is
appreciated and I was lucky to be
welcomed by the rain.
This town is a point of transit
between southern cities of Adi

Mr. Araya Gebreab
Quala, Areza and others to Asmara.
As I arrived in the city, I noticed
this new hotel which had opened
just a week before my visit. The
hotel’s owner is still making the
latest arrangements and adapting
to the new responsibility. I
congratulated him and asked him
a few questions.
Many people of Mendefera are
members of farming communities
and depend heavily on agricultural
income-generating
activities.
Many travelers also stop by
the city to have a drink or meal
before continuing their journey.
Youngsters living in surrounding

villages also come for macchiato
or a change of scenery while
others would come to the market
to buy fresh fruits and vegetables
from farmers.
Thus, Mendefera remains a
place to visit and a place to stop by,
and the Hotel Momona is a “must
visit” place. Its owners, Mr. Araya
Gebreab and his late brother, Mr.
Habte Gebreab, abandoned their
career as pharmacists to embark
onto a new adventure - a hotel
business. “We always wanted
to do something for the place to
where we come from”. Clearly
the emotional attachment was the
driving force. Both brothers were
born and raised in Mendefera.
As the initial idea was taken
by the late Habte Gebreab, his
brother Araya had to multiply
efforts on his own for the last two
years before opening his business.
A difficult time but at the same
time motivational for the name
of his late brother. After eight
grueling years and 10 million
Nakfa worth of investment, Hotel
Momona finally became reality at
the beginning of May.
Besides its location right at the
centre of Mendefera, the refreshing
atmosphere and friendly staff are
clearly the strength of this new
hotel. The manager and owner
is still settling down to his new
profession. The hotel serves a
variety of dishes and its open space
at the back is already charming
young couples and groups of

young people chitchatting around.
“When my brother and I
decided to open up a hotel in our
hometown, it was an adventure
and our aim was to provide good
service to the local inhabitants and
tourists”, Mr. Araya said.
With about 22 employees,
Mr. Araya’s goal is also to boost
employment by recruiting local
staff. As the procedure dictates,
a week after the official opening,
representatives of the Ministry
of Tourism came to assess the
new hotel as well as provide
information and advice on best
practice. After the meeting, the
owner is planning to expand his
place by adding a conference hall

and perhaps more.
In terms of tourism, investing
in areas outside of Asmara is
a strategically well-thought
idea especially in areas such as
Mendefera where many dwellers
will transit. “I am thinking on the
long-run, when our economy will
be better. Zoba Debub could be a
great tourist destination for those
green lovers”, Mr. Araya added.
From his words, Zoba Debub,
a region commonly known for
its green areas, agriculture and

farming, water dams and check
dams such as Gergera and Adi
Halo; Mendefera is located right at
the centre point linking the capital
city with the rest of the region.
After spending a night at the new
hotel and experience its quality
service, clean environment and fair
price, I am sure future visitors will
find it attractive. Hotel Momona
provides a much needed weekend
break especially for those who
would like to unwind after a busy
week in Asmara.

Colorful Independence Day . . .
continued from page 1
Research and Information in
the Union, said that the NUEW is
working towards the realization
of women’s active participation
in all development sectors and
that the exhibition is aimed at
presenting women’s art products.
Meanwhile, the celebrations
that kicked off on May 19th in
the streets of Asmara and cinema
halls depicted the long armed
struggle for independence and the
immense sacrifices the Eritrean
people paid for it thus creating
a solid profound foundation for
bequeathing the vibrant history
to the young generation.
A Japanese cultural troupe

staged performances portraying
the culture and identity of people
of Japan and Eritrean thus adding
color to the event.
The participants of this year’s
Independence Day anniversary
said that the ongoing celebrations
play pivotal role in strengthening
the unity and harmony of the
Eritrean people.
A United Arab Emirates
national who arrived in Eritrea
traveling from different African
countries on a motor cycle
expressed delight for arriving in
Eritrea at a time when the Eritrean
people are celebrating the 26th
Independence Day anniversary.
He also expressed gratitude for
the hospitality the Eritrean people
accorded him.
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Liberty, the Right to a
Nation Privacy
Semir Seid
As individuals we seek freedom
and privacy, because that is what
we need to exercise our wishes. It
has never been replaceable. By the
same token, groups, communities
and societies always demand liberty.
That is why societies all over the
world fight many battles not just
to survive but to lay a peaceful
foundation for the generations that
succeed them and keep the nation’s
independence.
Liberty, in a broad sense, means
tranquility and freedom where
people enjoy every part of their living
and time. That may be the reason
for many countries in the world
celebrate Independence Day in a
very colorful and respectful manner
that appreciates the patriotism of the
past with its huge contribution to the
present day.
Celebrations of Independence days
can be of different events, covering
the history the country observed as
a base. Eritrean’s Independence Day
celebrations include carnivals, local
and other nationals’ cultural shows,
public get-togethers, freedom
fighters’ commemorations through
art and literature as well as sport
activities all over the nation.
As history puts it, the road to
African independence was very hard

and tortuous often through bloody
fights. Most African countries (17)
gained their independence in the
60’s except few, but the struggle
for Eritrea’s independence started
at this period. Eritreans in these
days needed to feel they belong to
their home-land, however, being
under colonialism, they couldn’t
resist it. As other African nations
were celebrating their independence
triumphs over Europeans, the first
bullet of armed struggle was fired
by Hamid Idris Awate from the
mountains of Adal, in September 1,
1961.
“In an attempt to suppress
the Eritrean revolution, both the
regimes of Emperor Haile Selassie
and Mengistu Haile Mariam did not
differentiate between military and
civilian targets. By applying this
strategy, the successive Ethiopian
regimes committed gross violations
of human rights during the course of
the war” (Amina, July 2001). The
aftermath of these violations fueled
the armed struggle and it grew super
in towns and the battle fields. People
along with their freedom fighters
had an immense role in taking the
war into its last limit and eventually
won Independence Day.
So many lives had been sacrificed
in the three decade war and
eventually Eritreans stepped into
this particular and significant day,
May 24. Independence days are
now celebrated as national holidays
in most countries of Africa and other

continents.
When freedom fighters entered
the liberated towns being in the
Tanks and Lorries, one above the
other, their over-joy showed what

spectacular and memorable fashion,
a tribute to the gallant martyrs.
The participation and dedication
of every citizen in making this day
as shining as ever can be easily

show that reflected the Japanese
culture and customs in the Asmara
Theatre.

the day meant and how much they
have been waiting for it. The flag
of the enemy was replaced with the
Eritrean flag waving in the skies.
Mothers waving their Awlie (olive
leaves) here and there felt extremely
sensational to finally see a liberated
nation after a long thirty years of
battle.

noted. Independence for Eritreans
is a remarkable day of joy, peace,
calmness, a stepping stone for future
national development. Surely, this
year’s theme of Independence Day,
Laying Pillars for Vibrant Growth,
highlights the nation is steadily
growing and is on a promising
avenue.

The meaning of Liberation is
something intangible, nonetheless
is a very delighting moment for
Eritreans living inside and outside
the country. Hence, every year
the liberation day is celebrated in

As a newly independent nation,
Eritrea is employing its national
efforts in various development plans
and create partnerships with many
countries. Establishing partnership
with countries is not limited to the
mutual economic benefit rather
it also looks for creating societal
interaction among the various
societies and sharing the indigenous
cultures that are out there.

Moreover, the Chinese Confucius
Institution has also taken their part in
the Harnet Avenue presenting shows
that portrayed the Eritro-Chinese
cultures with students of the school
performing in attractive outfit. Mr.
Zhou Yong Sheng, an instructor
from the institution, stated that the
institution manages to combine the
cultures of the two countries and
so far the results are practically
sound. The institution prepares
itself for many national occasions
so as to promote the cultures of two
countries.

At Independence Day celebrations,
not only citizens but also foreigners
from across the world share their
cultures and be part of the stunning
moments of celebrations. This
strengthen the bond that is initially
built between the partner countries
in diplomacy, culture, politics and,
most importantly, both societies
get clear image of what each
country is all about. To mention
some, in the beginning days of the
26th Independence day celebration
I witnessed the Dako-on, the
renowned Japanese Drum Team
performing a breath-taking drum

Such endeavors and partnerships
are mutually benefiting the people of
the two countries through diplomacy
and cultural interchanges. These
in general shows that Eritrea as a
nation, no matter what the occasion,
always strives for mutual benefit.
Independence Day celebrations
clearly reflect how big Liberation is
for any nation and, particularly, for
Eritreans. The celebrations in the
last few days have been appealing,
making people get out of their
houses just to enjoy the essence of
Liberty in the streets. The taste of
liberty is found where people walk
down the city enjoying the fresh and
calm air. Overall, its implication is
comprehensive, as it honors nation’s
privacy, people always appreciate as
they perform anything on anytime.
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Adulis: The Ancient Port-City of Eritrea
Part I
Yohannes Gebreyesus and
Isaias Tesfazghi
The ancient port city of Adulis
is located on the Red Sea coast of
Eritrea, on the crossroads for trade
between the Mediterranean and
the Indian Ocean. It is mentioned
in a number of Classical and
Byzantine sources, together with
other Red Sea ports, such as
Berenike (Egypt), Myos Hormos
(Quseir, Egypt), first and later
with Clysma (Ismaylia, Egypt),
and Ayla (Aqaba, Jordan). The
ancient port-city articulated the
Roman, Byzantine and Indian
trades for over seven centuries.
It is located 56 kms to the south
of Massawa. The local inhabitants
of the area call it Azuli, which
literally means “white colored”
[to refer to the white sands].
Based on the ethnographic
assessment conducted in 2013,
the surrounding people called the
port city Azuli because the first
boat that had been transshipped
around the Red Sea Coast of the
Gulf of Zula was named Azuli.
Thus, the name was derived from
these two versions of historical
events. During the ancient times,
Adulis was one of the famous
trade centers (ports) of the world.
Various historians and merchants
had visited the city and wrote their
observations, which have today
become the primary historical
sources to unveil some parts
of its history. According to the
archaeological survey undertaken
[in 2003-4] the historical site
of Adulis has an area of 40ha
(0.4km2).
Based on different historical
accounts, Adulis had been a hub
of trade and cultural links from
the early 2nd millennium BC up
to 7th century AD involving both
sides of the Red Sea, Far East and
Mediterranean Basin. It was an
autonomous port city which was
the main trade route, motor and
basic development of the AduloAksumite civilization from 1st
to 7th century AD. Adulis was
mentioned in the Periplus of the
Erythrean Sea in the 1st century
AD. According to the Periplus t
it was located 3km from the Sea
coast and it had imported and
exported goods like rhinoceros

horn, ivory, turtles` backbone,
obsidian, slaves and incense
through
the
Mediterranean
Sea and the Indian Ocean. In
6th century AD, in a book, the
Christian Topography, a monk
called Cosmas Indicopleustes
stated that Adulis was a fairsized village that transshipped
goods from the Red Sea to the

excavated in Adulis. They found
a big church and different palaces
and artifacts. Now some of the
findings or artifacts are displayed
in the British National Museum.
In
1907,
an
Italian
Archaeologist, Parabini had
conducted extensive excavation
in the northwest sector in around

Periplus of the Eritrean Sea, the
Greek-Egyptian merchant and the
so-called author Artimedero stated
that the Egyptian Pharaoh had
been an active trade connection
with the southern parts of the Red
Sea and especially with Adulis.
According to the Periplus,
anchorage ships at Adulis had
experienced attack from the

of Zula suggest that the region
had already been inhabited since
millennium.
In her report of 2012 excavation
Chiara Zazzaro stated that Adulis
was the most important port for
trade in the northern Horn of
Africa during antiquity. It was
the port of the urban settlements

Fig.1: Ruins of Ancient Port-city of Adulis
Mediterranean Sea, Indian Ocean,
Arab lands, Middle and Far East,
Asia as well as the hinter land of
Africa.
Henry Salt first identified the
ruins of Adulis in the early 19th
century. Salt’s plan of Annesley
Bay (the Gulf of Zula) clearly
shows the ruins of ‘Adule’, close
to the village of Zula. He does
include a drawing of a stone pot
recovered from the site in the
accounts of his travels (1814,
plate 31). The first survey at the
site was conducted by Vignaud
and Petit in 1840, part of a French
scientific mission to Abyssinia led
by Theophile Lefebvre (1845).
The survey clearly defines the
large mounds that distinguish
Adulis, detailing the presence
of three temples (a ‘triangle
of temples’) identified by the
mission as Byzantine.
In 1868 the Napier Expedition
from England had planned
military operation in Megdala
Ethiopia to free the British
diplomats who were under King
Thedros´ control. Thus, on
their way, some amateurs had

20 spots and he found large
pillars that indicated the presence
of big buildings like churches
and temples. He uncovered thick
layers of cultural deposits, which
Stuart Munroy-Hay has seen as
an indication of the history of
the site going much further back
than the 1st C AD, being perhaps
a center in its own right before
the highland people from Aksum
came to dominate them. In 1961-2
French archaeologist, Professor
Francis Anfrey, had done research
and excavation in Adulis, with
full consensus of the Ethiopian
institute
of
Archaeology,
under the auspices of Emperor
Hailesslasie of Ethiopia, to enrich
the Ethiopian history. At present,
all the findings are displayed in
the National Museum of Addis
Ababa.
Adulis was a center of trade
exchange with different parts of
the world. Thus, we have ample
evidence from past excavations
and explorers and recent
archaeological researches on the
Red Sea Coast and at Adulis.
In the 1st C AD, in a book the

mainland, confirming that the
King of Aksum´s control of the
region was not absolute. It was
the only legitimate port on the
African coast, according to the
author of the Periplus, signifying
that trade had enjoyed protection
under the state or law. Based on
the author and historian Carlo
Conti Rossini, Adulis at the time
of the Periplus seems to have
been a settlement maintained
for the purpose of trade and the
town was not necessarily founded
by the new power of Aksum. In
addition, he mentioned that the
port was frequented by traders
who came from Alexandria and
Elantic Gulf.
It is indicated that Adulis was
a very important commercial port
from 1st to 7th Century AD in
an article published in 2003 in a
book titled “Massawa and the Red
Sea”. Rodolof Fattovitch has also
stated that Ptolemaic sailors most
likely already frequented the site
in Hellenistic times (3rd – 1st c
BC.) He also explained that the
occurrence of Stone Age sites on
the coastal plains around the Gulf

of the Eritrean and Ethiopian
highlands and of the coastal and
island people from Somalia to
Dahlak. Local products such
as ivory, rhinoceros horns,
tortoise shells and obsidian were
renowned in the whole ancient
world from the Mediterranean to
the East since the Phoroanoiac
period. At that time, the region
was known as “Land of Punt”.
As a long-lived port, it had been
the gateway for people, ideas,
goods, and powers that had a
major impact on the history of the
Eritrean and Ethiopian highlands
probably since the 1st millennium
BC and onwards. In fact, the rise
of the early Eritro-Ethio /-Sabean
cults reflects the mutual cultural
exchanges that occurred between
the opposite Coasts of the Red Sea.
The subsequent introduction of
Christianity is also a consequence
of a long-lasting trade and cultural
interaction with the Romans and
the Byzantines through the Red
Sea, just as the introduction of
coinage. The spread of the Islam
and of the early Arab people in the
Horn also started in the Eritrean
coastal and insular regions

Disclaimer: articles published in this column do not reflect the stance or opinion of Eritrea Profile
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Busy rejuvenating in the warmth of
Independence Week!

Asmait Futsumbrhan
To walk in the streets peacefully
and stay out as late as it can be,
to remain at home and sleep well
without any worries of what might
happen during that night or the
next morning was just a dream to
Eritreans 26 years back. Freedom
to the freedom fighters and the
people of Eritrea was priceless.
Every family shared same pain
and memory, which is why now
even a little kids know the value of
freedom and the history behind it.
May 24, is a huge day for Eritreans
to remember, unite and celebrate.
Surely, these days are the busiest
times of the month for the streets
and cinemas of Asmara. Annually,
different entertaining and historical
programs are organized. This year,
as usual, the streets have been
vividly decorated and filled with
people enjoying their independence
along with families and friends for
the past two weeks.
The history of Eritrea is uniquely
addressed in many ways. However,
the sacrifice people extended in
the bid for independence and
sovereignty is inimitably distinctive.
In fact, the narrative is an Odyssey.
One of the many instances was made
into a documentary and presented in
Cinema Roma on 19th May evening.
The story told about forefathers of
Eritrean armed struggle. It narrated
about the early days in 1960s when
fire for freedom was just starting
thanks to the patriotism of several
forefathers, one of whom, a legend
Mr. Deglel Ibrahim Kulu: an early
revolutionary from his young age
who killed his own brother for a
great cause. The brother with whom
he’d spent his childhood. Also the
brother who, when grown-up, sided
with the Emperor. The documentary
film showed the challenges Mr.
Deglel had to face even after
independence, facing family and
friends.
Once more, the next days, the
cinema was crowded as there was a
program of music and dramas with
melodies of the nine ethnic groups
along with the mix of modern and
traditional dancing crews. The
audience could not just sit down
and keep watching; they danced
and applauded their emotions out
throughout the songs. It was an

event the audience enjoyed from
start to the finish. It got even better
when a duet of a father and son was
sang: Tesfai Mehari aka Fihira, one
of the most famous and loved artist
of Eritrea, came out to the stage with
his son born after independence.

story drama of a village which was
attacked in 1885 by enemies. The
people were few in number but
managed to unite and win a battle
of a huge army. The drama reflected
that everything can be achieved if
people unite and work as one.

away abroad. He presented a song
titled “A’deyn adeyn” implied as
“my country and mother”, which
threw the crowed in excitement.

They blasted the stage with such
an enthusiasm as they sang a song
“Aleku” meaning “I am here”.

As an occasion of celebration
and entertainment, it was also
a comeback of an Eritrean star.
Kahsai Berhe, an artist of a great
fame and whose songs are cherished
by many. The artist came back for
the celebration of the 26th national
holiday, after many years of being

Ave. are the Japanese SEISA
drum group. They go by the name
Dako-on. The group has been
preforming at cinemas and streets
of Asmara, grabbing the attention
of everyone since the first drum
hit. The group was first formed in
1993 and developed to be a non-

Moreover, one of the numerous
dramas and comedies, a Tigre
musical drama Meiras, was
presented at the occasion- a true

Furthermore, part of the events
that has taken place on the Harnet

profit organization which aims
to improve the ability of youth
through education and sports and
also help them understand the value
of the Japanize culture. Again in
2006, the group was able to come
up with a cultural drum group
which is now the number one drum
group in Japan. They showcase
over 140 concerts per year. They
are the champions of numerous
competitions. Despite travelling
to many countries to perform, it is
their first time here in Eritrea. The
Dako-on brought out pamphlets
written in Tigrigna so the Eritreans
would know about their dreams
and goals. Members of the group
are of college level and university
students. During an interview
with the members, they told us that
even though it is their first time in
Eritrea, they felt like at home. They
added that they enjoyed the weather
and the hospitality of the people. At
last they expressed their gladness
in the fact that both of the cultures
have several similarities. They
furthermore recommended for more
programs to enable the people of
Eritrea and Japan exchange cultural
legacies.
On the other hand, the Chinese
Confucius Institutionin Asmara
has displayed a mesmerizing show
on the same street. The institution
teaches Chinese languages, culture
and sports. What makes this
program unique and special is that
it was prepared and performed by
Eritrean students. The aim of the
institution is to help exchange of
the diverse cultures of the countries
come to reality. The students
displayed songs, dramas, and
poems in Chinese language along
with traditional wears and dances.
The independence programs have
continued since the 8th of May with
different schools organizing events
at schools. Sport events, children
programs, karaoke, art exhibitions,
magic shows, concerts, are few of
the events that have taken place.
It is time to celebrate the
difference, the variety of the
cultures. This is what the Eritreans
live to enjoy, what makes them
unite, and they bring out their best in
doing so, in May. May is the month
they go out and stay out on the
streets with the different activities,
kids holding their toys and balloons
listening to songs, elders standing
to watch the drams that reflect the
past, which takes them way back.
Happy holidays to Eritreans, Happy
birthday Eritrea.
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TOTAL ERITREA

ቶታል ኤርትራ
ብምኽንያት መበል 26 ዓመት መዓልቲ ናጽነት
ንመላእ ህዝብን መንግስትን ኤርትራ
ዮሃና ይብል!
On the occasion of the 26th
independence anniversary of Eritrea,
Total Eritrea applauds the People
and Government of the State of
Eritrea.
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Congratulation
Red Sea Bottlers Sh. Co. Coca - Cola
Congratulates the People and Government
of
th
Eritrea on the 26 Anniversary of Eritrean
Independence Day.
Red Sea Bottlers Sh.Co. Co-ca- Cola

Re- Bidding
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES
The state of Eritrea has received a Grant from Global Fund to
Fight HIV AIDS, Malaria TB, and intends to apply a portion
of this fund to eligible payments under the below mentioned
consultancy .
Now The Project Management unit of Ministry of Health seeks
consultant firms for the following assignment:1. Assessment of Community Health program with a focus on
ICCM (Community Health service and Integrated Community
Case Management) in Eritrea

Hence it requests the submission of Technical and Financial
Proposals for the above cited assignments on or before May
30,2017.
Requirmnets :a) The consultant should be registered and having license
2016.
Please note that you can collect all documents in soft copies
( RFP,Terms of reference) from the office - Project Managements Unit of Ministry of Heath ,Asmara, Eritrea during
office hours .
Tel: PMU/MOH - 291-1-122978/ 124360
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Cheers for Independence!
Billion Temesghen

The Eritrean people and friends are busy celebrating a momentous event. The Independence weeks is celebrated enthusiastically. In this week long period
of merriments we spoke to some people taking part in the celebration. Cheers for Independence and here follow some of them.
Niat Alazaar. She was taking
photos in a photo booth.
Hello my name is Niat and I am
12 years old. I am a junior school
student. I am in seventh grade and
I am getting ready for next year’s
general examinations so that I
can advance to high school and
be able to attend science stream.
I am always studying and I have
no time to spend in playing. I
come from a village called Adi
Merawi near Asmara so I have to
study more to be able to compete
with students of my age from
Asmara. They are especially
good at English. But this time I
am out and just relaxing because
it is the Independence Week,
and we have to celebrate our
Independence.

The Seisa Group is a nonprofit
creative Japanese Drum team.
They play the Dako-on. And
apparently the Eritrean public
too does like the Dako-on.

the people have left their place.
I don’t know why they are still
there, but things will slowly get
better. My mother is 41 years, but
she was only 21 years old when
she was fighting the Ethiopians.

My mother is a Warsai, she
went to Sawa with the 2nd round,
and even fought in the war with
Weyane, Ethiopia. She tells me
the Ethiopian soldiers came to
villages in the border and killed
children. She tells me also that
they still are living there; they
have their guns with them too, but

The meaning of independence
to me is being able to go to school
and study and because people
like my mother had already been
soldiers there is no need for me to
be a soldier again, so I will study
and work hard to be a doctor and
help the children in the borders.

Mamma
Roma
Zerom
was dancing zealously to an
independence song in Cinema
Roma. The song was in Bilen
and had themes attached to
Keren.
I left Eritrea when I was very
young. I was born and raised
in Keren but the situation there
was so bad that families had
to flee the city of Keren and
spread wherever we thought
was better, although everything
was worse than the other. For
long we stayed in Shieb until
when on the 12th of May 1988 I
witnessed a brutal massacre. So

many cadavers… I will never for
once, ever, stopped thinking of it.
We counted 400 corpses. Mostly
women and children. Those few
of us who remained we collected
the cadavers and shrouded them.
We did not know who was who.
I then went to Sudan and from
there to Saudi and I have lived
and worked in the Emirates since
then. When I first heard of the
Independence I was going to
let go of everything and come
home. I couldn’t really believe of
a free Eritrea. I have never seen a
day go without somebody being
murdered or a thought of it. So
to have that at almost 40 years
was overwhelming. I was reborn
again, and I mean it.
I buried many Eritreans and
now that I am old and not a kid
anymore my outmost desire is
to rest next to them. I want to be
buried by my own people. I know
I will be happy telling those I sent
off previously that our country,

Yoshita Ohta. Director of
Seisa Group: Our group was
formed in 1993. We work to
improve the quality of education
and good conduct in the youth
worldwide. The Japanese culture
has for many years adopted in its
tradition the notion of physical
and spiritual good conduct, so
we try to portray this aspect
of Japan, which I think is very
similar to what you have here
in Eritrea. We do cultural shows
but we also have several schools.
We are delighted to be part of
such an important day of yours.
I want to take this opportunity to
thank the founder of SEISA, Mr.
Yasuo Miyazawa. Thank you for

our home is doing great. That
nobody is being killed and no
child is being forced to run away
from home. This is why exactly
why I have been and still am
visiting all the historical places in
which Eritreans were massacred
in masses. I have been almost
everywhere but I have some
places left. My thanks foes out to
the Lord, to Allah, to my people
and my government. Lastly I
want to leave a message to the
youngsters; my children don’t be
afraid nothing can be worse than
yesterday. I have faith in you.
We met Hanibal in the
Abashawul communal tent.
Communal tents are a way of
neighbors coming together to
celebrate the Indipendence.
Every neighborhood celebrates
joyfully. Mothers cook together,
fathers set up the tent together
and the youngsters help run the
errands. At the end they have a
feast together.
Hanibal Amanuel: Hello, I am
Hanibal and I am 24 years old and
we are all joyfully gathered here

having us!
Akinonu Watanabe. Member
and Teacher: Although it is
my first time in Eritrea I feel
very welcome and greatful for
the fact that people like our
performances. We have been
preforming every single day
during the Independence Week
in different venues. Thank you
so much. I wish the Eritrean
people peace and stability.
Hiroshi Koizumi. Senior
Manager: We are excited to be

in Eritrea sharing the warmth of
your culture. We were excited
from the very beginning, in fact
at home we prepared and printed
Tigrigna brochures explaining
who we are and what we do,
so that language wouldn’t be
a barrier of communication.
SEISA has more programs for
further cooperation. The cultural
group is delighted to be sharing
Japanese cultural customs.
We love it that we are here to
continue SEISA ambitions.

Benhur and his family were
excited over the carnival, and
especially Behur.

at the communal tent. Coming
together for better or worst is
nothing new to the Eritrean
people. And as far as I know this
is especially particular to our
neighborhood, Abashawul. I am
extremely happy for the fact that
this type of gathering is bringing
everyone from the neighborhood
to celebrate together. So
Independence for me would mean
to be together and rejoice in it.
And hence, glory to our martyrs,
and my heartfelt gratitude to our
brothers and sisters safeguarding
and building Eritrea. Cheers for
Independence!

Benhur Okbazgi: Hi, I am
a student in Model and I am
10 years old. My parents are
freedom fighters and I always
hear about their struggle for
Independence. I know what
it means and we talk about it
with my friends at school and
in my neighborhood. All of
my friends are coming out to
celebrate, there are so many fun
things during the Independence
Week. We are happy to celebrate
Eritrea’s birthday. She is now
26. Happy birthday Eritrea!
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