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Artifacts exhibition by women artists
In connection with the New
Year, an exhibition displaying
artifacts created by female
artists was opened in Asmara on
20 December. The exhibition,
located in front of the Ministry of
Education, was officially opened
by Ms. Askalu Menkorios,
Minister of Tourism.
The exhibition includes palm
leaf, wood, and hides crafts, as
well as other household items
made from local materials. The
exhibition is the latest in a series
of similar events organized by
the National Union of Eritrean
Women (NUEW).
The coordinator of the
exhibition,
Ms.
Negisti
Gebremeskel, stated that the
exhibition would introduce the
public to traditional Eritrean
culture and artifacts.
Ms. Elsa Gebreyohannes, head
of the NUEW branch in the Central
region, added that the program
will help enhance the capacity

NEWS BRIEF
Anseba region: over
721,000 tree seedlings planted
The Ministry of Agriculture branch in Anseba region indicated that
over 721,000 tree seedlings were planted across the region during the
past year.
According to reports, the planting activities were conducted by local
farmers, students, and volunteers and that the initiative will play an
important role in helping address several environmental issues.
Notably, public awareness campaigns were key to the success of the
tree seedling planting activities.

of women and that some of the
artists have received training in
India. She also said that many
artists have received financial
support and have been improving
their standard of living.

development of traditional art in
the country.

The artists conveyed their
appreciation for the support
that they have received from
the NUEW and expressed their
commitment to develop their
capacity and contribute to the

NUEW
working to
empower women

ASSOCIATION OF ERITREAN TEACHERS
WORKING TO ENHANCE TEACHERS’ CAPACITY
In a seminar organized for
elementary, junior, and high school
teachers of the Central region, the
Association of Eritrean Teachers
(AET) stated that it is exerting
efforts to ensure the development
of its members.

Dr. Halima Mohammed, from the
Ministry of Education, explained
that the teaching profession
increases human capital within
numerous sectors and she called
on the AET to nurture its members
with morals and ethics.

During the seminar, held recently
focusing on various issues related
to teaching, Mr. Belay Habtegaber,
head of education in the Central
region, outlined the numerous
contributions of the AET and
called on teachers to strengthen
efforts to develop their professional
capacity.

The chairman of the AET branch
in the Central region, Mr. Afewerki
Gebrezgiabhier,
called
on
participants to share the messages
conveyed during the seminar with
their colleagues.

In a briefing she gave on teaching
and the development of teachers,
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The AET is a non-governmental
body established to support
cooperation among Eritrean
teachers and help improve teaching
in the country.

The exhibition will remain
open until 30 December.

The National Union of Eritrean
Women (NUEW) stated that it is
exerting strong efforts to empower
women and help them to be selfsupportive through educational and
vocational training programs. The
statement was made by Ms. Tekea
Tesfamicael, head of the NUEW,
during a seminar conducted for
members of the 32nd round of
National Service and students of
the National Vocational Center in
Sawa. During the seminar, held on
22 and 23 December, Ms. Tekea
discussed a number of topics in
detail, including the importance
of empowering women, women’s
professionalism, and women in
education.
Noting that the vision of the
NUEW is to build an economically
developed nation where citizens
enjoy equal opportunities and
rights regardless of their gender,
Ms. Tekea called on women to take
advantage of opportunities created
for them and to play their role in
national development.
She also indicated that an
increasing number of women can
be found participating in various
sectors, particularly due to public
awareness campaigns that are
held across the country. Last, Ms.
Tekea called for a strengthening of
societal efforts to empower women
and she expressed the NUEW’s
readiness to support women’s rights
and greater job opportunities.

The report also notes that while Habero, Hagaz, Adi Tekelezan,
Asmat, and Keren sub-zones suffered from considerable degradation
and deforestation activities, Geleb, Hamelmalo, Halhal, and Elabered
were distinguished for their forestation activities.
In the Anseba region, over 20,000 square kilometers are reserved for
animal fodder and there is over 13,000 square kilometers of reserved
areas.

Workshop on prevention of
communicable diseases
A workshop focusing on the prevention of communicable diseases,
and HIV/AIDS in particular, was recently conducted in Asmara.
During the workshop, which also covered the role of youth in
controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS, Mr. Habte Gebremeskel, head of
the promotion and information unit at the Ministry of Health branch in
the Central region, stated that although significant progress has been
made in combatting HIV/AIDS, much work remains to be done.
Mr. Habte went on to say that in Eritrea the rate of new HIV infections
has declined below 1% and he called on the general community,
administrations, and various organizations to strengthen efforts until
HIV/AIDS is totally eradicated.
During his comments, Mr. Habte also revealed that every day,
approximately 5,000 new infections occur worldwide, and that for the
20 new infections that affect mothers, 5 infants are infected during
delivery and 3 others during breastfeeding.

Measles and rubella
vaccination program conducted
At an assessment meeting held in Assab on 24 December, it was
reported that the measles and rubella vaccination program and
distribution of vitamin-A supplements was successfully conducted
across the region.
According to reports, there were plans to provide vaccinations to over
36,000 children (aged 9 months to 15 years) from 206 centers and that
over 90% of the established targets were met.
The head of the Ministry of Health branch in the region, Mr. Asefaw
Negasi, stated that the contribution of the government and PFDJ
institutions was vital to the success of the program.
Mr. Humed Ali, director general of social services in the region, added
that the cooperation of various stakeholders at the local and national
level was fundamental to the success of the program.

Eritrea Profile , Wednesday, December 26, 2018

2

Vol. 25 No. 89

Civics and Citizenship: Understanding the past,
knowing the present, and aiming for the future
Simon Weldemichael
Eritrea’s Ministry of Education
has constantly revised and updated
the national curricula in order to
improve students’ achievement
and performance. The curricula
are made relevant and consistent
with the local reality, context, and
culture. Thus far, textbooks from
kindergarten to secondary level
have been developed.
An important addition to the
national curriculum is associated
with lessons on civics and
citizenship. The main goal of civics
and citizenship is to connect young
students to their country and society
and to help them understand their
rights, roles, and duties. Lessons
about civics and citizenship, which
are taught at all levels, are meant
to encourage students to develop
supportive attitudes, acceptable
ethical behaviors, and respect for
their culture and society. Beyond
helping support national goals,
civics and citizenship education
is an agent of socialization and
can also help ensure political
stability and the development of a
sense of tradition, community, and
solidarity.
In order to foster a tolerant and
harmonious society, citizenship
education is based on Eritrean
culture and tradition, Eritrean
laws and principles, human rights,
tolerance, and respect. Citizenship
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education also teaches the youth
about self-discipline, patriotism,
individual and collective identity,
and ethics. Other topics associated
with citizenship education include
the elements of Eritrean culture,
traditional norms and practices,
values, and the importance of
working collectively for the
common good. Although aspects
of Eritrea’s ethno-linguistic groups
are featured in the syllabi, emphasis
is given to national and universal
values. The aim is to strengthen
awareness and understanding of
national identity. In this regard,
citizenship education can play an
important role in helping build
national solidarity.
Citizenship education focuses on
three general concepts. The first is
basic moral values, the second is
the history of Eritrea, and the third
focuses on respect for the law and
society, and being a good citizen.
The concepts of the “common
good” and patriotism, love, and
loyalty to one’s homeland are also
among the central topics within
citizenship education.
Patriotism refers to devotion to
Eritrean principles, working for the
common good, following the truth,
and being faithful. The common
good is important because society
stands to benefit when we are
concerned with the well-being of
others. Citizenship education also
teaches students to be tolerant
and respectful of differences, to
be cooperative and disciplined,
to work hard, to unite behind the
national cause, to help those in
need, and to firmly stand against
injustice.
In Eritrea, citizenship education
enhances the awareness and
consciousness of Eritrean youth
and prepares them for the task
of nation-building. The Eritrean

education system strives to develop
dynamic, intelligent, critical,
ethical and patriotic individuals
that will move the country forward.
The youth are expected to care
about their families, communities,
and nation and be committed to
Eritrean principles, values, and
culture.
Being an Eritrean means being
engaged in the battle for freedom
and justice. Within citizenship
education, critical patriotism is
favored to blind loyalty. Patriotism
has a long history in Eritrea. In
Eritrea, patriotism is demonstrated
by more than simple talk; rather,
it is based on action and active
engagement.
Teachers can help foster
patriotism. Instead of only teaching
students to love their country, they
can help and encourage students
to build their communities and
the nation. Teachers can deepen
students’ understanding and love of
country by explaining the sacrifices
of our patriotic fathers and mothers
and noting the young generation’s
duties to fulfill their obligations.

Citizenship education in Eritrea
supports the development of
national identity. Importantly,
this process contributes to social
harmony, national unity, political
stability, and the nation-building
process. Over the years, the PFDJ
has outlined its goals to build a
strong, prosperous, and harmonious
state. This requires a population
that has self-respect, a sense of
identity and community, dignity,
and work ethic.
National identity refers to the
bonds of solidarity among members
of a community. An important
function of national identity is to
provide a community a “history
and destiny” and to instill or restore
collective faith (Smith 1990: 161).
Additionally, “a sense of national
identity provides a powerful means
of defining and locating individual
selves in the world, through the
prism of the collective personality
and its distinctive culture” (Ibid
17). As well, renowned scholar
Benedict Anderson states, “In
the modern world everyone can,
should, and will have a nationality,
as he or she has a gender” (2006:
5).
Once established, national
identity is one of the most powerful
types of identity, usually fertile with
fundamental values that people are
willing to die for. Nationalism, as
defined by Smith (2006), is about
land. Territory represents more than
the geographic location of a nation.
Eritreans have made enormous
sacrifice for the preservation of
the Eritrean national identity and
for the protection of territorial
integrity and sovereignty. President

Isaias Afwerki has stated, “Our
unique history, our long struggle
and our national identity afford us
a strength that few others enjoy.”
Eritrea was founded on a sense
of “we” rather than I. Bronwyn
Bruton of the Atlantic Council
has said how Eritreans across the
world “demonstrate a strong sense
of national identity and display
pride in their country” (2016: 10).
In this regard, the introduction of
citizenship education in Eritrea’s
schools will help strengthen
Eritreans’
awareness
and
understanding of their identity,
culture, history, and values.
Patriotism,
like
national
identity, is complex. It is generally
understood as the “love of one’s
country.”
Manifestations
of
patriotism can include service to
communities and fellow citizens,
living according to moral values
and ethics, respecting laws and
regulations, and pride or respect
for one’s country. After decades of
long struggle, Eritreans won their
independence and secured their
homeland. As they came to see
themselves as one people, united
by a shared past and a common
goal, they were willing to sacrifice
their lives for each other and
their shared identity. Civics and
citizenship education is important
because it will ensure that we all
understand our unique heritage
and identity. Moreover, it will
help us move our country forward
and develop the nation that we all
desire. Every effort must be made to
ensure that all Eritreans, especially
our youth, know their history and
culture, respect their country, and
are committed to its future.
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Views and Musings
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion

of the significance and benefits
of utilizing bike helmets. Over
time, however, local authorities
could draft and enforce specific
laws or guidelines. Of course,
there should also be focus given
to ensuring that bicycle helmets
are easily accessible for all
cyclists. Notably, the growing
demand for helmets could also
even provide significant benefits
for local shops, manufacturers or
distributors.

1. Should we consider bike
lanes and helmets?
In an article featured within
last week’s edition of Eritrea
Profile (“No Need to Speed: A
Brief Note on Road and Traffic
Safety”, 19 December), I wrote
about general road and traffic
safety issues in Eritrea. The main
aim of the article was to outline
a number of relatively quick,
easy, cost-effective measures
that could be implemented in the
country to improve child road
safety and driver compliance with
school zones. Here, I would like
to slightly expand upon the topic
that I introduced last week by
turning to the issue of cycling.
As I (and many others) have
previously pointed out, in
Eritrea, cycling is more than
a sport. It is a mainstream
activity and a fundamental part
of people’s everyday lives. On
any given day, roads across the
country are filled with high-level
cycling athletes training for their
next major competition or with
young, up and coming amateurs
that are learning the basics and
who harbor big dreams of being
the country’s next great cycling
star. In the country’s small towns
and larger cities, bicycle shops
and repair garages are always
buzzing with activity, while
neighborhoods in Eritrea are
invariably packed with throngs
of young children riding bikes for
simple fun and pleasure. As well,
people of all ages rely on cycling
as a cheap mode of transport
for various types of journeys:
to work, to school, to shop, and
more. Personally, I find cycling
a convenient, quick way to get to
wherever I need to go; it is much
cheaper than taking a taxi and
much faster and more comfortable
than riding the public bus. Of
course, it also offers a number of
not insignificant health benefits,
which are a great added bonus.
While cycling is such a major
part of society in Eritrea, there
are several important measures
that should be considered
by policymakers and local
authorities in order to address
certain issues and make it more
convenient, comfortable, and
safer for all Eritreans.

In Eritrea, cycling is the most popular sport and a fundamental part of everyday life.
For starters, one important thing
to consider is the development
of biking lanes, particularly in
the country’s major urban areas.
Bike lanes, which are basically
a portion of the roadway that
has been designated by striping,
signage, and pavement markings
for the preferential or exclusive
use of bicyclists, are important
and beneficial for several reasons.
For example, they help define
road space for bikes and for cars,
allowing cyclists to ride at their
preferred speed and helping to
establish a more orderly flow
of traffic. Accordingly, this can
significantly reduce the rate of
accidents and injuries. As well,
the creation of bike lanes can
prove beneficial to wheelchair
users. Currently, many wheelchair
users in Eritrea use the sidewalks
and roads, both of which can
be highly challenging for a
variety of reasons (for example,
sidewalk curbs can be difficult to
navigate). However, the creation
of bike lanes can provide a space
for people in wheelchairs to
travel safely and conveniently.
In addition to these benefits,
bike lanes can also contribute to
important healthcare savings. For
example, a large body of research
suggests that bike lanes can help
increase rates of cycling, which,
in turn, can provide considerable
healthcare savings. Earlier this
year, my research, published in
the journal Transplantation, the
official journal of the International
Society of Nephrology and
The Transplantation Society,
discussed how prevalence rates
for serious non-communicable
diseases, such as diabetes and
hypertension, have considerably
increased in Eritrea during recent

years. While there are a number
of factors that have contributed
to these troubling trends, an
important one has been reduced
physical activity and the growth
of sedentary lifestyles among
large segments of the population.
However, increased moderate
physical activity – such as
cycling – greatly reduces an
individual’s risk for diabetes and
hypertension (as well as many
other medical issues). In a lowincome, developing country like
Eritrea, the potential healthcare
savings from reduced rates of
diabetes and hypertension (or
other serious diseases) associated
with more of the population
engaging in physical activities
such as cycling, should not be
understated.
Last, bike lanes, through
encouraging more people to cycle,
can also have important social
and environmental benefits. For
example, they can increase the
“livability” or attractiveness of

cities and urban areas, greatly
decrease the amount of noise,
and also support the environment
through reducing pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions.
Another
important
issue
that policymakers and local
authorities should consider
is bicycle helmets. Although
bicycle helmets provide cyclists
with much needed protection and
can greatly reduce the risk of
significant injuries or fatalities,
they are extremely rare in Eritrea.
In fact, the only cyclists who
seem to wear them are racers.
Accordingly, policymakers and
local authorities should explore
ways to increase their usage
among the general population
of cyclists in the country. For
example, awareness campaigns
could be developed for schools,
youth organizations, and other
public mediums (such as the radio,
television, and newspapers).
Initially, the main focus could be
on sensitization and increasing the
public’s general understanding

These measures are relatively
simple and cheap to implement
and they would provide a
variety of significant benefits
for individuals, communities
and the country, as a whole.
Ultimately, they would help
to ensure that cycling remains
a fun, comfortable, safe, and
convenient activity for Eritreans
of all ages.
2. You can lose a wallet, but
you can’t lose a country…
Last week, US President
Donald Trump declared victory
over ISIS in Syria and announced
that the US was withdrawing its
approximately 2,000 troops from
the country. Unsurprisingly, the
announcement drew a broad
array of reactions. As well as
mass hysteria and significant
criticism, there was limited
approval and praise. In addition,
there were many who raised
comments about how Trump’s
decision would lead to the US
“losing” Syria.
Setting aside any considerations
about the situation in Syria
or what the US decision to
withdraw will possibly mean for
Russia, Iran, Turkey, Israel, the
Kurds, and the Middle East, the
statement and terminology are
especially revealing since they
reflect, yet again, the hubris and
arrogance that still pervade some
parts of the world. The notion
that the US could “lose Syria”
– as if that country was theirs to
lose in the first place – is absurd
and an atavism of a bygone era. It
starkly reveals a residual attitude
from 19th century racism and

continued on page 6
Kwame Nkrumah, author of “Neo-colonialism: The Last Stage of
Imperialism” (1965).
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Celebrating Christmas on the 25 of
th
December and the 7 of January
th

It is December. There is something
about this month that excites
people. I am not sure whether it
is the fact that it is the end of the
year, and thus inspires feelings of
hope for the upcoming year and
offers an opportunity to look back
at the year gone by, or simply the
joyfulness of the Christmas season.
Whatever the answer is, this season
is extra special to everyone and it is
the season of reunion.
I remember how when I was
young my father would take me
to church on Christmas Eve. We
would be joined by his friends and
their children. For us, this was that
special time of the year when we
strengthened our family bonds,
as our parents taught us to sing
Christmas carols, such as “Silent
night” or “Noel.” After returning
from church, we would have a
large dinner and enjoy the rest of
the night together.

During the month of December,
almost everyone is busy shopping
for Christmas and New Year’s. It is
also a season where weddings are
planned. The weather is something
else that makes this season
beautiful. The chill you feel down
your bones can carry a special
excitement with it. Even though
you hear everyone complaining
about the cold weather, you often
see them walking around merrily
embracing it all. The fog swirling
around town adds a special element
to December evenings. However,
I am quite sure that many young
women would disagree; the fog,
you see, can ruin our hair. That
is why most of us sport our curls
during this season. We can’t have
our hair done every day only for
the cold weather to mess it up!
During December, a cold
morning with dew covering leaves
and car windshields can be a sight
to behold. Personally, relaxing
indoors and sipping a hot drink is
what I love most. The decorations
are what give our beautiful city
that extra glow. The Christmas
lights, the sparkling ribbons, and
Cathedral’s loud Christmas carols
make you want to wish every
stranger walking by a Merry
Christmas.

either. However, after having made
an early New Year’s resolution to
know why we celebrate Christmas
on the 7th of January, I am happy to
share the following.
Around the world, the majority
of people who celebrate Christmas
Day, whether for religious or
cultural reasons or both, do so on
25 December. However, followers
of the Orthodox churches generally
celebrate Christmas Day on
January 7. This has to do with the
different calendars we use and
due to the difference in calendars.
Thus, January 6 marks Christmas
Eve for many Orthodox churches
and Christmas is celebrated on
January 7th.

I don’t know how the elderly
feel about the 25th. For us, the
youth, it is all about enjoying the
holiday and making the best of it.
For some, it may be having dinner
with friends, family, or a partner.
For others, it might be hanging out
at pubs and going to parties. For
many, the period is all about going
to church and singing Christmas
carols the entire night, while for
others it is about taking time off
work and spending it in one’s own
company. However, at the end of
the day, most of us end up enjoying
the holiday, regardless of how we

choose to celebrate it.
Traditionally, exchanging gifts
during Christmas was rare in our
country. However, increasingly,
Eritreans have begun to exchange
holiday gifts.
Not to sound like a Grinch, but it
seems that many of us (especially
the youth) are a little too focused
on the 25th. It is good to enjoy
this day, but it slightly bothers me
to see that we don’t pay enough
attention to the 7th of January. The
7th, of course, is the Christmas that

the majority of Eritreans celebrate.
If anything, the elderly are the ones
celebrating what some youth call
Geez Christmas.
Eventually, they will be gone and
with them may go our traditions,
culture, values, and customs. As the
youth of a young nation, if we don’t
preserve our culture and traditions,
where does that leave us and where
are we headed? Many of us don’t
even know why the majority
of Eritrean Christians celebrate
Christmas on the 7th of January.
To be honest, I don’t know why

In Eritrea, while we use the
Gregorian calendar, we have
retained the Julian calendar (or
Geez calendar as we call it), to
celebrate traditional and religious
holidays. As such, there is a
difference of 13 days between the
two calendars and thus we also
celebrate Christmas on the 7th of
January.
Like December, January is a very
important month in Eritrea. The
Christian faithful begin the month
of December with a fast (consisting
of an all-vegetable diet) that lasts
40 days and ends 7th January. On
that day, Christmas is celebrated
with feasting and a lengthy church
service.
We – and I am referring
particularly to the youth – must
celebrate Geez Christmas just as
much as we celebrate the one on
the 25th of December. It deserves
its own decorations in our own
traditional ways, with our own gifts,
special dinners, carols, masses.
How many of us go shopping for
the 7th of January? Almost none!
In my opinion, we are lucky to
celebrate two Christmases. In fact,
it is a testament of the religious
harmony and respect that we have
in the country.
May you all have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
By Erdina Bereke
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Making Intangible Cultural Heritage Visible
Abraham Zerai
Cultural heritage cannot be
abridged to its tangible products
because it is continuously living
and evolving. In essence, it is
composed not only of tangible
properties, but also and especially
of the essential elements
representing the living culture
of human communities, their
evolution, and their continuing
development.
Therefore,
it includes all immaterial
elements that are considered by
a given community as essential
components of its intrinsic
identity and its uniqueness and
distinctiveness from other human
groups. The totality of elements
representing the very heart of
people´s distinctive idiosyncrasy
should be made visible in as
much as they are viable and
representative of the culture of its
bearers.
Intangible cultural heritage
(ICH), made up of all immaterial
manifestations
of
culture,
represents the variety of the living
heritage of humanity and the most
important vehicles of cultural
diversity. The main constitutive
factors of ICH are represented
by: societies´ awareness of
this heritage as an essential
element of the cultural identity
of its creators and bearers; by its

constant recreation in response to
the historical and social evolution
of the communities and groups
concerned; by its connection
with the cultural identity of these
communities and groups; and by
its authenticity. The international
community
recognizes
the
importance of ICH and the
need to establish mechanism
to it. In 2003, the international
community adopted the UNESCO
Convention on the Safeguarding
of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
The Convention helps ensure
the visibility and viability of
humanity´s ICH. Within this
context, the following article
highlights the importance of
the visibility of Eritrea´s ICH
elements in light of the 2003
Convention.

“Intangible cultural heritage”
is defined by Article 2 of the
Convention for Safeguarding
of Intangible Cultural Heritage
as:“the practices, representations,
expressions, knowledge, skills
– as well as the instruments,
objects, artifacts and cultural
spaces associated therewith –
that communities, groups and, in
some cases, individuals recognize
as part of their cultural heritage.
This intangible cultural heritage,
transmitted from generation to
generation, is constantly recreated
by communities and groups in
response to their environment,
their interaction with nature
and their history, and provides
them with a sense of identity
and continuity, thus promoting
respect for cultural diversity and

human creativity.`` It consists of,
inter alia, ‘(a) oral traditions and
expressions, including language
as a vehicle of the intangible
cultural heritage; (b) performing
arts; (c) social practices, rituals
and festive events; (d) knowledge
and practices concerning nature
and the universe; (e) traditional
craftsmanship’, on the condition
that they are ‘compatible with
existing international human
rights instruments, as well as
with the requirements of mutual
respect among communities,
groups and individuals, and of
sustainable development’”.
This broader definition of ICH
underscores the importance of
elements of the intangible as tools
for mutual respect and dialogue
among individuals, communities,
and societies. ICH has gained
international recognition as a
vital factor in cultural identity,
promotion of creativity and the
preservation of cultural diversity.
In countries like Eritrea, where
diversity is considered as an asset
to promote respect and dialogue
between different communities,
the visibility of elements of
ICH becomes crucial. While
diversity is emphasized, a great
deal of the elements of intangible
heritage in the country resonates
around the importance of mutual
communication,
existence,
and respect. Many rituals,
pilgrimages, festive events, and
the like, crosscut linguistic or
ethnic lines.
Eritrea’s National Festival,
which is organized annually,
has been celebrated for over
two decades with the aim
of
encouraging
national

A column prepared in collaboration with the Eritrea’s culture and sports commission

development, tolerance, and
harmony in the country. In
many regards, it reflects the
“best practices” to safeguard the
intangible heritage of Eritrea.
Furthermore, various aspects of
oral traditions, literary wisdom,
traditional knowledge systems,
and crafts in Eritrea embrace
notions of religious and cultural
co-existence, respect, and crosscultural dialogue that need to be
visible, not only locally, but also
internationally. These aspects
of Eritrea´s ICH continue to
be viable in the current era and
their evolution requires greater
recognition and visibility.
The Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity as defined in the 2003
Convention aims to ensure better
visibility of ICH and increase
awareness of its significance. It
also seeks to encourage dialogue
which respects cultural diversity.
The appreciation of Eritrea´s ICH
in light of these premises is thus
instrumental towards the constant
tailoring of the cultural identity
of the communities, groups, and
individuals concerned.
The
preservation
and
recognition of the ICH of Eritrea
has been a priority in the country
since independence. Additionally,
its significance for national
development is recognized in
the National Charter. Following
independence, efforts have been
made to identify and document
the country’s rich ICH. In 2010,
Eritrea became a state party to

continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
the 2003 Convention, while
more recently it established a
national ICH committee. This
committee is responsible for
ensuring the country’s adherence
to the Convention and it leads
efforts to safeguard Eritrea’s
ICH.
The viability and visibility of
ICH rests on its being recognized
as part of the cultural heritage
of the communities, groups, and
individuals concerned. ICH’s
deep connection with the identity
and cultural distinctiveness of
its creators and bearers thus
necessitates the involvement
of its bearers in all aspects of
the documentation, research,
and nomination process for
the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity. In other words, the
inventorying of all elements of ICH
forms the basis for the visibility
of the intangible as a “source
of exchange, innovation and
creativity”. At present, activities
for the systematic inventorying
of aspects of the ICH heritage
of Eritrea have been launched.
The aim is to make elements
of our ICH visible to the wider
world. Cultural diversity is vital
to humanity and is inextricably
linked to the safeguarding of
ICH. Mutual recognition and
respect for cultural diversity – as
well as appropriate safeguarding
of the ICH of the diverse
peoples making up the world – is
essential for promoting harmony
in intercultural relations. The
process of inventorying and
safeguarding Eritrea´s ICH is of
fundamental importance and an
integral component of national
development process.
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continued from page 3
hegemonic, colonial times.
Several years ago, the
renowned
scholar
Noam
Chomsky, while speaking about
the post-World War II discourse
about the US’s so-called loss of
China, memorably stated, “I can
lose my wallet, but I cannot lose
yours. The tacit assumption of
US discourse is that China was
ours by right.” Similarly, the
misguided assumption here is that
Syria belongs to another country
by right. In fact, it is a sovereign,
independent
nation,
and
regardless of how one views the
conflict in Syria, its protagonists,
or the politics of the country and
the region, referring and viewing
countries as such illustrates
how the colonial, Eurocentric

mentality which had so long
dominated – and harmed – the
world is, in fact, still common
and widespread.
As an African and a citizen
of the Global South, I found the
comments particularly resonant
since the continent and region
have been the subjects of such
outdated views and perspectives
for so long. While colonialism
has ended, the reality on the
ground in Africa and much of
the Global South is that political
independence has not culminated
in much desired independence or
economic and cultural freedom
(Afisi 2011: 5).
For my own country, Eritrea,
seemingly not a day goes
by without a mainstream
commentator
or
analyst
employing simplistic images and
the usual stereotypes to describe

the country. It is still easy to find
the commentariat discussing
Eritrea’s apparent lack of
capacity, social organization,
economic capability, or various
other elements to transform itself
into a supposedly functional,
modern state. The country is
regularly on the end of attempts
to impose foreign cultural, value,
or other systems, with absolutely
no consideration or regard for its
own needs or complex history,
experiences, circumstances, or
context. Even now, as the country
is finally emerging from decades
of war and unjust sanctions,
and with its resilient people
optimistically looking forward
to a future of peace, security,
cooperation, and development,
many of the same actors that
played a direct and toxic role
in its dark past are seeking to
pass judgment, offer unsolicited
advice, and dictate its future.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Bisha Mining Share Company is inviting applicants for the following positions for Bisha
site project.

•
•

Compile weekly activity reports for Supervisor & Superintendent
Complete other reports as requested.					

Position- Occupational Health Nurse
Department – Employee Services –Medical service
Number required - One (01)
Contract Type - Indefinite

Qualifications

PRIMARY PURPOSE

Currently working as a Clinical Nurse

•
Patient care
•
Work on shift bases
•
Perform medical examination of patients according to symptoms described.
•
Conduct full medical examinations for pre-employment”, as well as periodic
medicals for all employees.
•
On call emergency response.
TASK DESCRIPTION EXPANDED TO CORE PERFORMANCE AREAS
Patient Care
•
Take Patient medical history
•
Perform physical Examination
•
Request laboratory tests
•
Treat patient, if required consult Doctor
•
Follow up on patient’s as required
•
Participate in all mine clinic activities 					
							
Document work related accidents for insurance					
•
Record details of accident on specific form. Keep copy of form.
•
Send form to Human Resource Department.
										
Admission of patients
•
Assess vital sign of patient
•
Provide necessary nursing care.
•
Consult Doctor 								
Maintain sanitization of medical equipment.
•
Weekly Clinic scrubbing							
Escorting referral patient via ambulance to Asmara
•
Assist in ensuring patient is stable
•
Complete necessary documentation
•
Ensure all necessary medical equipment and supplies/medicine are available for
the trip
•
Travel with patient on ambulance, monitoring condition.
•
Administer Doctor’s order while transporting
•
Give Report of the trip							
Preparation of Medical equipment and supplies
•
Preparing medical dressing materials for patients as required.
•
Prepare antiseptics as required.
•
Check equipment on a daily basis						
Report Writing

Diploma/Degree in Nursing
Registered with the Ministry of Health

Knowledge and Experience
3 years’ experience as clinic nurse

Technical Skills.

Behavioral skills

Computer skills (Microsoft )

Communication – Good
English / local language

Experience in Health Centre recommended

Interpersonal Relations and
Team player

Safety aware

Ability to work towards strict
deadlines

General Information and other requirements:
Place of Work:
Salary: 		

Bisha.
As per Company salary scale.

Additional requirement for Nationals:
Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and provide evidence of release
paper from the Ministry of Defense.
Present clearance paper from current/last employer.
Testimonial documents to be attached (CV, work experience credentials, a copy of
your National Identity Card etc.).
Only shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential candidates for an
interview.
Application documents will not be returned to sender.
All applications should be sent through the post office.
Deadline for application: 10 days from the day of publication in the Newspaper.
Address: Please mail your applications to;
Bisha Mining Share Company,
P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea
Note to Non - Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to
Aliens Employment permit Affairs,
P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.
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From a student-athlete to a sports journalist
and an academic, Michael Seium

Billion Temesghen

HE IS A MAN OF MANY PROFESSIONS. HIS NAME POPS OFTEN TIMES IN SOCIAL MEDIA, MAKING
US ALL WONDER WHO HE IS. MEET, TODAY, ON OUR Q&A, MR. MICHAEL SEIUM, AN ERITREAN
JOURNALIST, SPORTSMAN AND ACADEMICIAN.

Tell us about yourself, please.
Most of your life you lived in the
United States but you were born
here in Eritrea, right?
At the time I was born my family
lived in Addis Ababa, but I was
born, here, in Asmara. We used
to come here every summer for
three months. I studied in Addis
Ababa but didn’t live there for
long as my mother was involved
in clandestine activities linked to
the armed struggle, and we had to
get out of there. So, with the help
of her comrades, we first came,
here, to Eritrea and then fled to
Sudan. After a long journey my
family was reunited in the US.

experiences as a sportsman?
I am not an athlete at the highest
level, but I have reached the
college level. That in America
is pretty high. I played different
sports. Soccer was number one
but I also wrestled in high school
and played tennis. Then I got

in different parts of the country,
I ended working in sports news.
I worked in one of the earliest
stations of Fox.
I worked with a TV network
that had eight TV stations around
the States. They needed, in
Washington, to cover their news

And in academic circles, what
is your story there?

How do you define yourself at
this point of your life?
All I want to say is that I am
blessed because, now, after many
years of several experiences, it
is the perfect timing for me to
come back to Eritrea to share my
experiences in terms of being
in sports. I love my country and
so does my family. We breathe
Eritrea through thick and thin.
What can you tell us about your

world. So, the first time they
had a live show in Aljazeera
English I had five different cities.
Unfortunately, Aljazeera English
didn’t turn out to be as I expected
them. I thought Qatar and Eritrea
had good relations but the TV
service was harsh about the stories
about Eritrea and its people. At the
end of the day I decided to stop
working there. They called me
back, sometime later, and asked
me to go back for them but I
refused.

a scholarship and my brother
and I were recruited. I studied
journalism, and after college, I
focused on sport because I was
passionate about it. So, I decided
to work at a local TV Station in
South Carolina. After that because
sport is a difficult thing to get into

for the day for their particular
cities. So, I worked for different
stations in Atlanta, Georgia,
and Seattle, San Francisco. The
company was called COX news.
When did your journey towards
defending Eritrea begin?
I had an opportunity to work
as a manager, in 2003, in an
independent News Network called
Washington News Network. It was
a good opportunity for me because
it allowed me to do my activism
for Eritrea. A lot of people would
feel rather uncomfortable, but I
really love my country so I was
not scared at all and kept on
working. I was able to do a lot of
live satellite connections between
Washington and Eritrea.
What was your experience like
working in Aljazeera English?

Mike with Eritrea’s National Team Coach Mr. Alemseged Efrem
during the recent u20 friendly match with South Sudan

Aljazeera
English
started
in 2006. I worked as a sports
producer but mainly worked in
the satellite works. I was actually
there when Aljazeera built its
database of studios around the

That happened by accident.
George Maison University was
having a huge sports conference
and I went to cover it. The
director of the department was
pleased with the coverage and
asked me to present a paper at a
conference the following year. I
realized that that could have been
a good opportunity for Eritrea to
be known as a sporting country;
its history and how it grew. It
turned out well and people loved
it. This was in 2014. Later on, the
director of the department asked
me if I wanted to join the school.
I thought about it. At that time my
first daughter was four years old
and I hadn’t spent much time with
her because I was always working
and travelling. So, I decided to go
back to school and spare more time
for my daughter. I studied sports
management. I got my master’s in
International Sports Management.
I am getting my paper actually
now even though I finished my
work two years ago. That is
because they are trying to turn my
thesis into a book. I finished my
thesis and then got involved in the
United Soccer Coaches which is
the biggest organization of soccer
coaches in America. Currently, I
am pursuing the academic in sport
and making connections with

Eritrea.
What is your thesis about?
It is about Howard University’s
soccer legacy. Their soccer team
won the National Championship
in 1971 and there was actually
one Eritrean that played for them,
Andemichael. They also had all
African players. Some were from
the Caribbean and just a big squad
of players from black communities.
That same year, the NCAA took
the National Championship from
Howard.
All of your experiences
combined are what make you the
‘Mike Seium’ as you are known
here in Eritrea. Tell me about
your recent visit to Eritrea and
in what way you are planning to
contribute?
I want to share my experience
and through the meetings I have
had with the Eritrean Sports
Federation I understand that there
is so much we can do. I have been
following the National soccer
program for many years now and
I got to meet the people in the
federation and we have agreed
to work together. I also met with
the swimming people, the track
and field people and more sports
people. We are going to focus
on the information center and
managerial aspects.
Anything you want to say at
the end?
I love my country. We have
talent here and the legacy of
Eritrean soccer is unique. But we
have been lagging behind with
the war and the sanctions. Now
that it is almost over it is time to
standardize and bring more people
into the effort. There are a lot of
Eritreans abroad ready to bring
their knowledge back home.

