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Foreign Ministers of Eritrea and Ethiopia held
talks with Italian Foreign Minister
meeting, the Foreign Ministers
discussed Italy’s contributions
to strengthening peace and
cooperation between Eritrea and
Ethiopia, the stability of Somalia,
and the region.
During their discussion, the
Foreign Ministers noted the
importance of lifting the sanctions
imposed on Eritrea by the United
Nations.
Mr. Enzo Moavero Milanesi also
expressed his country’s readiness
to cooperate and become a partner
in economic and sustainable
development initiatives with
Eritrea and Ethiopia.
Mr. Osman Saleh, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Eritrea, and

Dr. Workneh Gebeyehu, Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia,

Workshop to finalize draft
animal health proclamation
The Ministry of Agriculture
organized a workshop from 25 to
26 October in Asmara to finalize the
draft animal health proclamation.
The workshop was in continuation
of a similar workshop conducted
from 18 to 19 October.
At the workshop, in which
representatives from the six regions
and line ministries, as well animal
science experts participated, Mr.
Tekleab Misghina, Director General
of Regulations and Control at the
Ministry of Agriculture, indicated
that with over 80% of the Eritrean
population engaged in agriculture
and herding activities, the animal
health proclamation is of great
significance.
Mr. Tekleab pointed out that over
the past 20 years the Ministry of

Agriculture has developed numerous
proclamations and regulations to
ensure the contribution of animals in
the national economy. Remarking
that speaking about animal health
is speaking about human health,
Mr. Tekleab went on to say that
the participation of experts in
the workshop is important for
establishing an appropriate animal
health proclamation.

met and held talks on 24 October
with Mr. Enzo Moavero Milanesi,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of Italy.
The meeting was conducted
on the sidelines of the second
Italy-Africa Forum, held in Rome
from 24 to 25 October. At the

In an address at the Forum,
Minister Osman Saleh stated that
Eritrea and Ethiopia decided that
the conditions and the time were
right to end a sad and abnormal
chapter in their relations and to
go back to normalcy. They have
embarked on a partnership of
complementarity and synergy,
determined to make up for the

lost time and opportunities, he
remarked.
Minister Osman Saleh went on
to say that Eritrea and Ethiopia
have not limited themselves to
forging the closest of bilateral
relations and have have embarked
on jointly fostering a regional
partnership. Already, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, and Somalia have signed
an Agreement on Comprehensive
Cooperation in a tripartite summit
in Asmara and are determined to
make it inclusive of the whole
region, he added.
Minister Osman also noted the
importance of the contributions
by all external partners, especially
Italy, which has a long association
with the region.
Earlier this month, on 11 and 12
October, Italian Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte visited Ethiopia
and Eritrea and discussed the
development of bilateral relations
and cooperation with the two
countries.

More public diplomacy activities
Eritrean nationals residing in
Kuwait, the UAE, and Sweden
have conducted various public
diplomacy activities.

The
draft
proclamation,
comprising 149 chapters, covers
steps that should be taken to prevent
and control animal diseases, the
protection of human from animal
diseases, animal import and export
regulations, and other issues.

On 24 October, Mr. Humed
Yahya Hali, Charge d’Affairs of
the Embassy of Eritrea in Kuwait,
met and held talks with Kuwaiti
Assistant Foreign Minister for
Protocol Affairs, Ambassador
Dhari Ajran Al-Ajran.

Since 1994, Eritrea has been a
member of the World Animal Health
Organization.

The two officials discussed the
reinforcement of bilateral relations,
developments surrounding the
peace agreement between Eritrea
and Ethiopia and its regional
impact, issues of mutual interest,
and the potential investment
opportunities for Kuwaiti investors
in Eritrea.
Meanwhile, at a seminar
organized for Eritrean nationals
residing in Dubai and its environs,
Ambassador of Eritrea to the UAE,
Mr. Osman Mohammed-Omer,
provided an update on events

in Eritrea, as well as regional
developments.
At the seminar, Mr. Osman
described how the new era of
peace is the result of the resilience
and steadfastness of the people
and Government of Eritrea. He
also called for strengthening
contributions
toward
the
implementation of the peace and
friendship agreement between

Eritrea and Ethiopia.
On 13 and 14 October, the
National Union of Eritrean Women
(NUEW) branch in Sweden
conducted an activity assessment
meeting in the city Skara. The
chairwoman of the branch, Ms.
Saba Tekle, briefed those in
attendance on the progress of
activities conducted by the NUEW,
both inside and outside Eritrea.
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Remarks by H.E. Osman Saleh, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of
Eritrea, at the Second Italy-Africa Forum Rome, Italy 24-25 October 2018
Your Excellency, Moavero
Milanesi, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Italy,
My Fellow African Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me begin by thanking Italy
for organizing this important
forum to promote Africa-Italy
relations for the second time in
this eternal city, Rome.
My brother and colleague,
Workneh, the Foreign Minister
of Ethiopia, and I have been
asked to make some remarks
on our experience of taking full
responsibility and ownership of
making peace.
Four months ago, Eritrea and

Ethiopia gave themselves, their
peoples, the Horn of Africa,
Africa, and the world, a pleasant
surprise, the gift of peace and
friendship. They decided that the
conditions and the time were right
to end a sad and abnormal chapter
in their relations and go back to
normalcy. Over the years, many
had offered to mediate between
the two countries, but to no avail.
And when peace finally
broke out, it did not require any
mediation. The two countries
did it on their own. Ethiopia
accepted the Algiers Agreement
unconditionally. Eritrea decided to
send a delegation to Addis Ababa.
A week later, Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed visited Eritrea and the
Peace and Friendship Agreement
between the two nations was
signed.
Many think that the peace was

preceded by protracted behindthe-scenes negotiations. That
was not the case. The first time
that the two sides met and talked
was when the Eritrean delegation
landed in Addis Ababa. And it
was not just a physical encounter.
It was a meeting of minds.
Eritrea and Ethiopia have not
just made peace. They have
embarked on a partnership of
complementarity and synergy,
determined to make up for the
lost time and opportunities. They
are prioritizing joint interests,
and investing in joint programs
and projects. They have opened
their common borders for the free
movement of people and goods.
Eritrea and Ethiopia have not
limited themselves to forging the
closest of bilateral relations. They
have embarked on jointly fostering

a regional partnership. Already,
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia
have signed an Agreement on
Comprehensive Cooperation in a
tripartite summit in Asmara. They
are determined to make it inclusive
of the whole region. They need
and welcome the contribution of
all external partners, including,

of course, Italy, which has a long
association with the region, as was
underlined by the recent visit of
Prime Minister Conte to Ethiopia
and Eritrea.
Thank you.
Rome, Italy
24-25 October 2018

البعثة الدائمة لدولة إريتريا لدى األمم املتحدة
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE STATE OF ERITREA TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NEW YORK
REMARKS BY MR. NEBIL SAID, COUNSELLOR, PERMANENT MISSION OF ERITREA DURING THE THIRD
COMMITTEE OF THE SEVENTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNDER
AGENDA 74: PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS NEW

YORK, 24 OCTOBER 2018
Mr. Chair,
At the outset, I would like to
commend the manner in which
you are steering the work of the
Committee.
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Last week, under the agenda
item on the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights, the
Third Committee discussed the

progress and gaps in the promotion
and protection of human rights
worldwide.

by constructive dialogue and not
through politicisation, double
standard, and stigmatisation.

The take away from the
discussion is that the promotion
of human rights for all remains
a challenging task for every
nation; and that international
partnerships in addressing issues
of human rights are best served

In the discussion, Eritrea shared
its views on the promotion and
protection of human rights. Today,
without engaging in acrimony,
I would like to highlight the
following.
Mr. Chair,
Peace and security, development,
and human rights are three critical
pillars of the work of the United
Nations, with each having an
impact on the other. The respect
for the rights of the human
person, situated at the centre of
these intersections, is enhanced or
hampered by how much progress
is made within each pillar. In this
regard, with the dawn of peace
in the Horn of Africa, Eritreans
are joyous and filled with a
strong sense of optimism, and
deservedly so, after enduring and

overcoming decades of adversity
through resilience. The mindset
and the resources that were
devoted and diverted, justifiably,
to maintain peace and security
for several decades, will now be
re-directed to other vital sectors
to accelerate socio-economic
progress, consolidate the rule
of law, and strengthen national
institutions. We are determined
to accelerate our efforts to create
a country where peace, justice,
and democracy prevail. A modern
and dynamic nation anchored on
equitable development, social
justice, and harmony.
Mr. Chair,
The leaders of the region are
joining hands and redoubling
their efforts to develop a shared
vision and strategy to make

continued on page 5
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Views and Musings about Eritrea
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion
1. All I know is that I know
nothing…
Socrates, the classical Greek
(Athenian) philosopher credited by
many as being one of the founding
figures of Western philosophy, is
alleged to have said, in response to
the claim that he was the wisest, “all
I know is that I know nothing...”
Setting aside the important lingering
questions regarding the veracity of
accounts attributing this statement
to Socrates, its underlying messages
certainly merit consideration and
offer useful lessons. Here, Socrates
is revealing that he may not know the
ultimate answers to the questions he
is faced with, but he knows himself.
While acknowledging that he was
only absolutely certain that he
was ignorant, he found that people
wrongly believed that they knew
all kinds of things. It is this selfknowledge, awareness, and integrity
that constitute the true wisdom
of Socrates. A significant lesson
for everyone is that we all should
genuinely ask ourselves how much
we truly know about that which we
claim. Humility is a valuable and
necessary element if one is to learn
or properly understand something.
The core messages from Socrates’
profession of ignorance (or wisdom)
seem particularly timely and relevant
when considering the events that
have transpired in the Horn of Africa
during recent months. Specifically,
as developments toward peace
and cooperation across the region
have quickly unfolded, numerous
regional observers and pundits,
many of whom have long promoted
highly flawed, error-ridden, and
problematic narratives, analyses,
and predictions – which are so
clearly being revealed as abjectly
wanting by current developments

– have audaciously shifted to
condescendingly pontificating or
directing what the next steps for
Eritrea ought to or will be.
Of course, failed prognostications
or misguided analyses of Eritrea are
not new or unique. In fact, there is
a long, undistinguished record of
confident, purportedly informed,
forward-looking analyses and
predictions that later ran aground
on the rocky shores of unexpected
reality.
For example, recall how Brigadier
General Stephen H. Longrigg,
head of the British Military
Administration in Eritrea for
approximately two and half years
beginning in 1942, in the preface to
his book forwarded a dreary outlook
for Eritrea and its people: “Rich or
great, Eritrea will never become; it
may, indeed, disappear as a political
unit completely from the map”
(Longrigg, 1945). In another article,
“The Future of Eritrea,” published
by African Affairs, he would go
on to claim that, “there are no
important minerals: the gold mines
are barely – or perhaps definitely
not – worth working, other mineral
traces amount to nothing” (Longrigg
1946: 121). Within the same article,
after proposing an arrangement to
“dispose” of Eritrea, he concluded
by stating that, “Eritrea, politically
most artificial and least stable of
units, is dissolved and vanishes…”
(Longrigg 1946: 127).
As well, throughout the duration
of Eritrea’s long liberation
struggle, the Eritrean independence
movement was continually written
off and frequently believed to be
on the verge of defeat, with most
of the punditocracy regarding it as
outnumbered, outgunned, and far
too weak to possibly succeed. Each
offensive prepared by Ethiopia was

invariably heralded as being just the
one that would crush the “bandits”
and extinguish the “rebellion.”
Over the decades, Eritrea has also
regularly been described as being too
small or feeble to constitute a viable
independent state, while numerous
prognostications were forwarded
suggesting that the country would
undoubtedly be home to incessant
sectarian strife, infighting, and
bloodshed. More recently, analysts,
afforded wide-reaching platforms,
bearing lofty titles, and boasting
long publication records, have
regularly penned the country’s
obituary, in various instances
predicting
its
ever-imminent
economic collapse, looming state
failure or disintegration, and
announcing that it was definitely
about to “blow” if not already in the
process of imploding.
It is particularly interesting that
much research has shown the dismal
performance of political pundits and
experts. In fact, they often “boast”
analytical and prediction records
hardly any better or more accurate
than the general public. However,
in stark contrast to the approach
espoused by Socrates, underpinned
by humility, experts and pundits
often continue to impudently assure
themselves and anyone who will
listen that they remain formidable
analysts. Despite their penchant for
consistently being proven wrong by
history, they rarely admit that they
are mistaken and even when they
are inevitably found out, they are
rarely held accountable.
In terms of Eritrea and the Horn
of Africa, while regional observers
and pundits are, of course, entitled
to their opinions, however flawed or
misguided, it would probably be a
considerable favor to us all if they
saved us from their breathtaking
presumption
of
superiority.
Instead, it would seem much more
appropriate and they would likely be
much better served if they exhibited
greater humility and more genuinely
considered the perspectives, views,
and aspirations of local actors.
2. Disregarding international
laws and norms…
As I have noted, while peace and
cooperation agreements have been
unfolding across the Horn of Africa,
there have also been lingering
misconceptions surrounding the
EEBC. One specific point of
misunderstanding is in regard to the

long period of “no war, no peace”
between Eritrea and Ethiopia, with
many commentators attributing it
to alleged flaws and shortcomings
of the EEBC process and ruling.
Previously, I described how this was
inaccurate for a number of reasons.
One reason presented was that the
international community, led by the
US, actually supported – actively
or implicitly – Ethiopia’s refusal
to implement the EEBC ruling (for
example, through raising unrelated
issues and exploring options for
“an alternative mechanism” to the
EEBC, as per Ethiopia’s requests).
The simple fact of the matter is that
Ethiopia could not have managed
to violate fundamental pillars of
international law to occupy sovereign
Eritrean territories with impunity,
without overarching international,
mainly American, political and
diplomatic support and protection.
And, of course, American support
for Ethiopia’s flagrant violations
of international law should hardly
have been surprising, both in light
of the long historical ties between
the countries and since the US itself
frequently disregards international
laws or norms associated with
global agreements and rulings.
An example of that disregard
was apparent again in recent days,
with news emerging that the Trump
administration was preparing to
tell Russian leaders that the US
was exiting the three-decade-old
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, a landmark agreement which

grew out of US President Ronald
Reagan’s historic summit with
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in
Iceland in 1986. The December 1987
treaty, signed at the White House by
the two leaders, was considered a
critical step in defusing Cold War
tensions. (Note: it has long been
alleged that both sides had been
violating the agreement).
Of course, earlier this year, the US
also unilaterally withdrew from the
2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), while in late 2001
President George W. Bush fulfilled
a campaign promise and unilaterally
scrapped the Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty (although under the terms
of the treaty, the US had the right to
withdraw after providing six months’
notice). Additionally, last year, US
President Trump announced the US
would cease all participation in the
2015 Paris Agreement on climate
change mitigation. For years the
US also refused to abide by a 1986
ruling from the International Court
of Justice in the Hague which
awarded reparations to Nicaragua
after it had alleged that American
involvement in their civil war by
arming, financing, and supplying
the Contra fighters was a breach of
international law.
Ultimately,
this
historical
backdrop offers further clarity about
some of the factors underlying the
former Ethiopian government’s
failure to comply with the EEBC
ruling.
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Putting the Eritrean-Ethiopian
Rapprochement into Proper Perspective
Yemane Beyene
The long overdue rapprochement
between Eritrea and Ethiopia
is an encouraging development
in the relationship between the
two countries. Undoubtedly, its
ramifications will extend throughout
the region.
The reconciliation between the two
countries, met with euphoria by their
respective peoples, caught almost
all experts and analysts unawares.1
Experts and close observers of the
region have sought explanations for
theunprecedentedturnofeventswhich
unfolded without the involvement of
the usual international diplomatic
players. The diplomatic thaw also
provoked debates on relevant issues
pertinent to its ramifications. Keeping
in mind the previous breakdown in
bilateral relations between the two
countries, remarks advising caution
are understandable.
Recently, several outlets, including
African Arguments and the Horn
of Africa Bulletin, among others,
published articles examining the
events unfolding in the Horn of
Africa. African Arguments, featuring
a series of articles under the theme
“The Thin Red Line,” sought to
examine the fast-changing dynamics
spanning the Horn of Africa and Red
Sea regions. Meanwhile, the Horn
of Africa Bulletin followed with
a collection of articles exploring
possible challenges and implications
of the recent peace agreements.
Those articles, written by scholars,
researchers, and journalists reputed to
be experts on the region, raise several
issues which merit addressing. This
article does not intend to address

those issues. Rather, it presents a
nuanced perspective of the recent
developments toward peace in the
Horn.
Whether the peace deal was a long
time in the making or a series of
quickly unfolding events, this article
holds that local dynamics were the
main driving force behind the recent
developments. Notwithstanding the
relevance of multi-level analysis in
capturing the essence of the dramatic
changes, the first level of analysis
should be focused on the internal
dynamics of the two countries,
especially Ethiopia, as it is the one
that has undergone significant recent
shifts.
The history of Ethiopia under the
TPLF-led EPRDF government is
a story of the increasingly growing
sense of the peoples’ disenchantment
with their government. Reflecting on
the 2000 and subsequent three sham
elections – and the clear manipulation
of their results – one is reminded
of how the government failed to
retain legitimacy among the people.
Ignoring the grievances of the people,
the government drove the Ethiopian
people to turn to mass protests and
popular uprisings, which lasted for
three years. This unprecedented
wave of mass discontent and protest
ushered in a long overdue political
transformation, bringing with it
an EPRDF government espousing
reform.
Ethiopia’s political transformations
and steps toward reform naturally led
to a paradigm shift in the country’s
policy towards Eritrea. This new
approach was based on two key
elements – peace with unequivocal

commitment to comply with the
rulings of the Eritrea-Ethiopia
Boundary Commission (EEBC)
and establishing economic mutual
interdependence underpinned by the
complementarities of the economies
of both countries.
It must be noted that the
implementation of the EEBC ruling
was stalled not solely because
the previous TPLF-led EPRDF
government lacked political will, but
also because international observers
and guarantors of the Algiers
Agreement failed to pressure Ethiopia
to comply with the ruling. Despite
its flagrant violation of international
law, the TPLF-led EPRDF regime
avoided genuine condemnation or
censure, and was instead showered
with billions in aid and assistance.
It is reasonable to wonder why or
how the international community’s
close ties or foreign assistance
streams could not be leveraged to
encourage Ethiopia’s compliance
with international law.
Even in the rare cases that the
international community raised any
comment about the EEBC, statements
often failed to appropriately or
adequately condemn Ethiopia’s
violations,
instead
untenably
apportioning equal blame to the
victim and the aggressor.Additionally,
bestowing the previous government
with the role of regional power had
the negative effect of emboldening it
to defy a binding ruling handed down
by the highest international body.
One also cannot overlook how
the previous Ethiopian regime, as
a fundamental pillar of its policy,
pursued bilateral relationships in
the region with the ultimate aim of

harming Eritrea. Under the previous
EPRDF system, the mainstay of
Addis Ababa’s diplomacy was
to develop exclusive bilateral
relationships seeking to isolate
Eritrea. Fuelling mistrust among the
Horn of Africa countries, this policy
approach only served to contribute to
rivalry, instability, and hamper efforts
toward regional integration.
To its credit, Eritrea’s position
on the resolution of the dispute
with Ethiopia was consistent and
unwavering. It demanded the
upholding of and compliance with
the EEBC ruling, as well as the
demarcation of the boundary between
the two countries. However, it was
only met with a considerable lack
of commitment on the part of IGAD
and the international community,
especially the African Union and the
United Nations.
At long last, however, with
irreversible political transformation
sweeping forth in Ethiopia, and the
genuine hopes it brought for lasting
peace between the two countries
and the broader region, Eritrea opted
not to squander the opportunity and
sensibly chose to support Ethiopia in
giving peace a chance. After closely
scrutinizing the signals coming out of
Ethiopia, largely in order to establish
their genuineness and credibility,
Eritrea wholly welcomed the change
of heart from its neighbor and began
to move the reconciliation process
forward.
The local dynamics created a
conducive environment and the
building of trust, thus making
traditional diplomatic interventions
and mediations redundant. The
achievement can be commended
for illustrating that African solutions
for African problems can work and
be effective. Despite the misguided
characterization of the reconciliation
as a transient Pax Arabica, based on
Gulf money used to meet urgent cash
requirements2 of the two countries,
this breakthrough is one largely
made in Africa. As yet, there is no
clear evidence to suggest prior Gulf
financing for the peace deal.
At the same time, of course, GulfHorn ties are not recent developments.
Cultural, religious, trade, and
linguistic ties are an indelible part of
the history of the countries on both
sides of the Red Sea. Undeniably,
Gulf countries have recently been
increasingly active within the
Horn of Africa. Moreover, with the

increasing intertwining dynamics of
the evolving security complex of the
Horn and Gulf regions, one cannot
reasonably expect the Gulf dynamics
to pass without leaving imprints on
the Horn (or vice-versa).
This interdependence, however,
cannot be taken to mean that each
and every development in one region
will overwhelmingly impact or
dictate the developments in the other.
Notwithstanding the fact that they
have upset the power balance and
relationships between the Federal
Government of Somalia and its
regional governments3, the seemingly
irreconcilable interests of the SaudiUnited Arab Emirates (UAE)
coalition and the Qatar-Turkey bloc,
for instance, have not given rise to
similar irreconcilable differences
among the Horn countries. It is worth
noting that this is so despite the fact
that countries of the Horn markedly
differ in terms of their individual
relationships with the various
countries of the different blocs.
The fact that the rapprochement
between Eritrea and Ethiopia
has generated great possibilities
and opportunities – with Saudi
Arabia and the UAE moving fast
to reap gains as first movers – is a
noteworthy development. It ought
to be recalled also that Africa, and
the Horn in particular, have been
attracting considerable foreign
interests for some time now due
to their geostrategic and economic
significance.
While the peace developments have
largely been met with great optimism,
there have also been concerns raised
in some quarters questioning the
intent behind the recent thaw and its
implications for regional peace and
cooperation. Some, drawing parallels
between the current reconciliation
and the bilateral relationship between
Eritrea and Ethiopia prior to 1998,
even suggest that the reconciliation
is doomed to fail.4 The previous
experience between the two countries,
however, differs in many ways from
the one currently being cemented.
The former was an experience of
executing a separation and involved
many instances of infringement
of sovereignty, to say the least.
The current process is based on
fundamental respect for each other’s
sovereignty and a firm commitment
to mutual interdependence. As
suggested by the methodical work

continued on page 5
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local news
Workshop on proper
health care provision
A workshop aimed at strengthening
health care provision was organized
from 19 to 21 October in Barentu.
The workshop was attended by
health practitioners from hospitals,
health centers, and health stations in
the Gash Barka region.
According to research papers
presented by doctors working at
the Tessenei, Barentu, and Agordet
hospitals, the provision of efficient
health services to the public must
take into account the constantly
changing mode of medication and
health care services.
The reports presented also

included detailed information
on the international standard of
medication for communicable and
non-communicable diseases, as well
as the need to introduce medication
that takes into consideration the
environment patients are living in.
The head of the medical service
at the Ministry of Health branch in
the Gash Barka region, Mr. Gergis
Beyene, said that the workshop
allowed practitioners to share
experiences and that it will make
a significant contribution in the
introduction of international standard
medications.

Geleb: Efforts to
improve quality
of education
A laboratory is being
established in Geleb sub-zone
with the aim of improving the
teaching and learning process.
The
laboratory,
which
includes a computer center
and library and is being put
in place in Martyr Sheker
Abraham Secondary School, is
a part of the efforts being made
to reinforce the progress of
students.
The head of education
in
the
sub-zone,
Mr.
Mehammed Ahmed, stated
that approximately 95% of the
laboratory was finalized and
that it is expected to be ready in
the near future. He also called
on students to make maximum
use of the new opportunities
provided by the laboratory.
In Geleb sub-zone, there are
9 pre-schools, 12 elementary,
6 junior, and one high school
providing educational services
to approximately 10 thousand
students.

REMARKS BY MR. NEBIL SAID . . .
continued from page 2
up for lost opportunities. This
is a remarkable watershed in
the region. The international
community has welcomed the new
developments as significant and
historic. What is needed from the
wider international community is
encouragement and solidarity for
the region to sustain peace and
meet the aspirations of its people.
The negative impact of the
sanctions on the full enjoyment of
human rights of the Eritrean people
cannot be underestimated. It harms
meaningful regional cooperation
and
economic
integration.
Consequently, countries in the
region, members of the Council,
as well as the Secretary-General
of the UN, are adding their voices
to the call for the lifting of the
sanctions on Eritrea. The region
views it as a hurdle that ought
to be removed immediately to
promote peace, stability, and
prosperity. In this regard, my

delegation wishes to take this
opportunity to once again call on
the international community and
the Security Council to bring an
end to the unjustified sanctions,
thereby, demonstrating to the
people of the Horn of Africa that
they ready to accompany them on
their progress.
Mr. Chair,
The UPR is the best tool to
address human rights in all
countries in a constructive
manner. In full consideration
to the UPR mechanism, Eritrea
has submitted its third periodic
report to the Human Rights
Council, detailing achievements,
challenges, and the hard work
ahead to attain higher standards
in respect of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. Out of the
92 recommendations that Eritrea
accepted during its second cycle,
80 recommendations (85.87%)
are fully implemented, and 12
recommendations
(14.13%)
are
partially
implemented.
Additionally, Eritrea is presenting
its Voluntary National Report to the

UN High-Level Political Forum
in 2019 to share the policies in
place and the commitment needed
in the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals,
including SDG 16, which covers
the promotion of peace, access
to justice, and the development
of effective and accountable
institutions.
Mr. Chair,
Before I conclude my brief
remarks, let me extend my
delegation’s profound appreciation
to all the countries that placed trust
and confidence in Eritrea to serve
on the Human Rights Council for
three years, beginning January
2019. Eritrea is committed to
fulfilling its responsibility to the
fullest during its mandate. It will
endeavour to strengthen dialogue
and consultation and to establish
a balanced and inclusive approach
to all issues and situations to
advance the human rights agenda
of the Human Rights Council.
Thank you

Popular campaign in
Adi-Tekelezan
The popular campaign conducted in Adi-Tekelezan sub-zone over
the past nine months, focused on environmental issues, has registered
encouraging results.
The community-based popular campaign, in which over 90,000 people
have participated, included the renovation of water diversion schemes,
agricultural activities, road construction and renovation, forestation
programs, clearing of silt-filled dams, and digging of wells. It has
significantly contributed to addressing local environmental challenges
and had a positive socio-economic impact on the region.
In a statement, Mr. Tesfaldet Gebreberhan, head of agriculture in the
sub-zone, stated that of the 4100 hectares of farmland, 50% was planted
with sorghum and the remaining half with wheat, maize, flax, and peas.
While an ample harvest is generally expected, Mr. Tesfaldet revealed
that in Mealdi, particularly the Begesa area, yields may be less than
previously estimated.
He also indicated that the 8 dams and 5 micro-dams constructed in
the sub-zone are providing commendable service to residents, while
the area, with over 39,000 livestock and approximately 170 hectares of
vegetable and fruits farms, has been meeting local market demands.
Documents from the Office of Agriculture in Adi-Tekelezan subzone indicate that 75% of the 267,000 tree seedlings that have been
planted throughout the duration of the popular campaign are in good
condition.

Putting the Eritrean . . .

continued from page 4
being conducted to detail the
guidelines and terms of reference for
further interactions, care has been
taken to learn from past mistakes.
Also, this time around, a
combination of important factors –
the great desire of the people of the
two countries for peace, civil society
activities and involvement, and
presence of astute, bold leaderships
– is helping to consolidate the peace.
Possibly most importantly, the new
Ethiopian leadership has wisely read
the evolving regional geopolitical
realities and understood the need for
fundamental policy reconfiguration.
Reconciliation between Eritrea and
Ethiopia has ushered in a regional
peace process. Peace between the
two countries has paved the way
for regional cooperation in security
and development. Eritrea, Ethiopia,
and Somalia have signed a tripartite
peace and friendship agreement
while Eritrea and Djibouti have
also agreed to normalize relations
and work cooperatively. Sudan has
also shown keen interest in these
regional developments. Moreover,
with Eritrea now working in close
cooperation with both Ethiopia
and Egypt, there is no reason that a

mutually beneficial settlement to the
long running Nile dispute cannot be
arranged in the near future.
The Horn of Africa’s long-standing
pattern of exclusive bilateral ties,
mistrust, and mutual destabilization
is now giving way to cooperative
efforts to establish a peaceful and
safe neighborhood. This is the new
normal in the region.
As to whether Eritrea will institute
domestic reforms or not, there are
definitely positive suggestions,
not to mention this requires just
political will. For Eritrea to benefit
from regional arrangements and
continue to be a major partner in
the new regional set-up, the country
needs constructive engagement and
genuine cooperation from regional
and international actors to support
its socio-political and economic
development.
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Together
Eritrean (B8) & Ethiopian (ET) Airlines
Code Share Flight: No-Stop
• Asmara- Addis Ababa-Asmara- Daily : Effective October 28/2018
					
• Asmara-Dubai-Asmara – Daily : Effective October 28/2018			
				
• Asmara-Rome-Asmara - 3 Times a week : Effective December 01
/2018 							
• Asmara-Milan-Asmara - 3 Times a week: Effective December 01
/2018						
• Asmara-Stockholm-Asmara - 3 Times a week: Effective December
01 /2018						
• Asmara-Oslo-Asmara - 3 Times a week : Effective December 01
/2018						
For Information contact Eritrean Airlines office, Asmara Tel +
291.1.125500/1 or 124409

6

Eritrea Profile, Saturday, October 27, 2018

7

Vol 25 . No 70

VACANCY ANNOUCEMENT
Bisha Mining Share Company PLC is inviting interested applicants
for the following position:-

Position: Security Guard, Asmara Office
Department: Employee Services
Section: Security
Number required: One (01)
Duration: Indefinite
Primary Purpose
To protect company assets and personnel and prevent theft of
company property.
Major Duties and responsibilities:Receiving Visitors
•

Register each person in log book, issue ID cards.

•

Security check when necessary.

Monitor movement of materials
•

Check authorization documentation

•

Check the actual items

Checking Premises
•

Make regular patrols, outside and inside (doors and windows).

•

Record and report management.

•

Follow hand-over procedure for next shift

Monitor Outside parking
•

Control access of vehicles

Knowledge and Skills
Knowledge and Skills
Qualifications:
•

Behavioural Skills
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basic English
3-5 years guarding experience

Communication (English and local language)
Assertiveness
Interpersonal relations
Integrity
Ability to work towards strict deadlines
High level of accuracy

General Information and other requirements:
•
•

Place of Work:
Salary: 		

Bisha.
As per Company salary scale.

Additional requirement for Nationals:
•
Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and
provide evidence of release paper from the Ministry of Defense.
•

Present clearance paper from current/last employer.

•
Testimonial documents to be attached (CV, work experience credentials, a copy of your National Identity Card etc.).
•
Only shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential candidates for an interview.
•

Application documents will not be returned to sender.

•

All applications should be sent through the post office.

•
Deadline for application: 10 days from the day of publication in the Newspaper.
•

Address: Please mail your applications to;
Bisha Mining Share Company,
P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea

•

Note to Non- Eritrean applicants:

Grade 9-12

Knowledge and Experience:
•
•

Technical Skills
•
Physical fit
•
Healthy
•
Attention to detail
•
Diligent
•
Self-motivated
•
Analytical

Please send a copy of your application to
Aliens Employment permits Affairs,
P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.
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“I Dreamt Big and I Achieved even Bigger”, Berhe Tesfagiorgis

Asmait Futsumbrhan

Today, we meet international referee Berhe Tesfagiorgis. He was influenced by sports when he was young. While having a
great talent for athletics, he became a soccer player for the Adulis athletics and soccer team as well. “Coming from a poor
family, I had a dream to change my family’s life but most of all I worked hard to create a great future for myself” he says.
With a dream so big, he started coaching the National Athletics Team while participating as an athlete at international
contests. That wasn’t all. He became a referee at just 18 and made sure he had a profession he has been enjoying for a
long time.
Berhe Tesfagiorgis, now 25 years later, is one of the few international referees accepted by FIFA. He has officiated in the
biggest games held in Africa and around the world.

Let’s get
Berhe….

acquainted

Mr.

Thank you for having me in your
page. It is such a pleasure. To start
with, like most Eritrean kids, I grew
up in an environment where soccer
was popular. Yet, I was more into
running than soccer. I used to run
for my school in 400m and 800m
races and won in competitions.
That is when I realized that I have
the talent for athletics and made the
decision to stick with it. Although
I used to take part in many school
competitions, it is after I joined
Adulis Athletics Club that I started
competing at international races.
Since 1990, I have gone on many
tournaments around the world.
What inspired you to be devoted
to sports?
I came from a family with low
income, which was challenging at
times. I had to think not only for
myself, but for my family as well.
I had to be fully prepared for the

future. I remember, with the little
money I used to earn I got my
driving license thinking it could be
a backup profession. However, the
athletics was not in good condition
at the time, and I got into soccer
to keep myself in sports although
I wasn’t that good in soccer.
Nevertheless, I was participating in
both, soccer and athletics.
You became a referee at such a
young age.
After Eritrea’s independence, I
had the opportunity to take referee
courses. Although I was young,
like I said before, I just wanted to
create a profession which would
allow me to stay for a long time.
People told me that you can still be
in the profession till the age of 4548 if you are physically fit. To be
totally honest, I had no interest in
being a referee.
So, by 1995, when I came back
after doing my national service, I
was one of the people who had a

chance to go to Kenya to get the
IAFF certificate of Trainers to be
able to work as a coach. As a result,
I became the coach of the National
Athletics Team in 1999. Not only
was I the coach but I was also an
athlete of the National team as I was
good in the short distance races. As
a matter of fact, I haven’t lost at any
race except for one time. I have won
55 gold medals in running races
around the world.
In 2001, I officially quit athletics
and gave my all to being a referee.
I got my 2nd level certificate in 1993
and my 1st level certificate in 95, a
certificate that allowed me to get
my federal referee certificate in
2000. Also, in 2004, FIFA accepted
me as an international referee, and
I started officiating at international
games in Sudan. Ever since then,
with unremitting courses, I have
been working to upgrade my level as
an international ref. I have traveled
and participated in almost all the
biggest African games. In 2007, I
was the assistant ref in the under 20

African Cup held in Congo. After
the African Cup I refereed, I had
a chance to get my Young Talent
Certificate in South Africa which
was then followed by another
certificate, Young Elite Certificate.
Well that is too many courses…
Yes. Once one is selected by the
FIFA, many courses follow up to
upgrade the skills. All my courses
were just a step to other ones.
Before I served as an assistant
referee for the Africa Cup in 2011
for the 2nd time, I was upgraded to
Elite B in 2009. Then in 2013, I
was selected as the assistant referee
for the African Cup of the Youth
in Algeria, and also for the Africa
Cup in 2014. I currently have an
Elite status. That is the highest level
a referee can reach in FIFIA to be
able to officiate at big games held
at the World Cup, World Cup of
Clubs, Africa Cup, Confederation
Cup, Club Championships etc.
You were a candidate for World

Cup of 2018; what happened?
As an Elite referee, I was among
the candidates for the World Cup of
2018. Unfortunately, not many of
the African refs made it through. I
have been in this profession for so
long and I truly want to get that kind
of experience. I wish to represent
not only myself but my country as
well. I hope to be one of the refs
who make it to the world cup next
time. I am looking forward to that.
Still, though, I was fortunate enough
to be one of the refs at the games of
the African countries that made it to
the world cup.
I am currently one of the refs
to officiate at the World Clubs in
Africa for the 2nd time. So far, I have
been to Nigeria and Congo. Until
now I have been part of five games.
I am also going to take another
course in November so that I can be
at the 2019 African Nations Cup in
Cameroon.
Before we say our good byes ref,
is there anything you would like to
add?
I have faced many challenges
to get where I am today, and I
would like to share my gratitude
with everyone who was part of
my journey. Anyone who wants
to be in this profession should
know there are many challenges
that may occur and should prepare
themselves to be successful. One
has to be fit physically and should
also be multilingual. But most
of all, I would like to see more
Eritrean professionals accepted to
be international referees.

