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More Nationals Abroad
Commemorate Martyrs Day
Eritrean nationals residing in
Angola, Zambia, Qatar, Canada,
Holland and Germany have
commemorated Martyrs Day with
patriotic zeal.

Nationwide Eid Al-Fetir Celebrations
Eid Al-Fetir Al-Mubarek was
celebrated nationwide on 25 June
with zeal.
During the celebration at the
Bahti Meskerem Square here in the
capital, that was attended by senior
government and PFDJ officials,
religious leaders and a number
of the faithful, Salat headed by
Sheik Ibrahim Al Muktar, General
Secretary of the Central Office of
Eritrean Eftae and Islamic Affairs,
was conducted.
In a message he conveyed, Sheik
Ibrahim wished Happy Eid to the

Eritrean people in general and
followers of the Islamic faith in
particular and called on the faithful
to extend support to the needy and
demonstrate forgiveness and mutual
assistance. He also wished peace
and development to the Eritrean
people.
Meanwhile, Eid Al-Fetir was
celebrated in Ginda town in
collaboration with the Ministry of
Information and the Administration
of Ginda sub-zone. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr. Omar Yahya,
Administrator of the sub-zone, said
that the celebration of religious

Sports and Cultural Week in Hamelmalo
Junior school students have
conducted sports and cultural
week in Hamelmalo sub-zone. Ms.
Nejat Al-Amin, Head of Culture,
Sports and Health at the Education
Ministry’s branch in Anseba region,
commended teachers and parents
for their contribution to the success
of the program. She also said that
the event was a platform in which
students identify their talents and

share experience.
Mr. Yacob Idris, Administrator
of the sub-zone, on his part noted
that the event was significant
in
upgrading
extracurricular
competence among the students.
Meanwhile, similar sports and
cultural week is in progress in all
junior schools of Anseba region.

Road Renovation Campaign
The residents of Adi-Quala subzone, Southern region, and LaelaiGash sub-zone in Gash-Barka region,
have conducted road renovation as
well as soil and water conservation
campaign on the basis of popular
participation.
The residents of Mai-Lafo and
Somomo administrative areas in
Adi-Quala sub-zone conducted road
renovation campaign along the main
streets of Adi-Quala. They also made
financial contribution for the success
of the program.
Mr. Teklebrhan Mihreteab,
Administrator of the sub-zone, stated
that a number of popular campaigns
regarding construction of terraces and

renovation of roads were conducted
over the past 6 months. He further
indicated that some 30,000 tree
seedlings would be planted as part of
the ongoing activities pertaining to
soil and water conservation.
Similarly, the residents of MaiMechekat and Endbahishen in AdiAkelo administrative area have
renovated a road linking villages
with Adi-Quala and thereby meet
socio-economic challenges.
Meanwhile, the residents of
Awgaro and Debero administrative
area in Laelai Gash sub-zone have
renovated roads and a bridge that
links Barentu and Awgaro affected
by flooding.

holidays in unison attests to the
unity and harmony of the Eritrean
people.
A similar celebration in
connection with the holiday was
conducted at Techno-Garden in
partnership with the Radio Dimtsi
Hafash and the Forestry and Wilde
Life Conservation Authority.

During the commemoration,
Eritrean community members in
Angola donated 13,400 dollars
towards the Martyrs Trust Fund.
The chairman of the community,
Mr. Yakob Solomon, called on the
participants to reinforce participation
in national development endeavors
and for the sustainability of
supporting martyrs families.
Likewise, Eritrean nationals
residing in Zambia commemorated
Martyrs Day with candle vigil. So

did Eritrean community members
in Doha, Qatar. They expressed
conviction to make sustainable
contribution to augment the Martyrs
Trust Fund.
Meanwhile, Eritrean community
members in the Canadian cities of
Edmonton, Hamilton and Burlington
commemorated Martyrs Day during
which cultural activities featured.
Also during the commemoration
event Eritrean nationals residing
in different Dutch cities donated a
total of 11,626 Euros to the Martyrs
Trust Fund. Similarly, nationals
residing in different German cities
commemorated Martyrs Day with
candle vigil and expressed readiness
to back up national development
programs.

Mr. Abraha Garza, Head of
the Forestry and Wilde Life
Conservation Authority, said that
one of the main missions of the
Authority is the conservation of
forests and preserved land as well
as wildlife. He further called on the
public to reinforce participation to
this end.

Combating Harmful Practices
An awareness-raising seminar regarding harmful practices was recently organized in Mendefera to members of
the campaign committee on combatting harmful practices affecting women in the Southern region.
In the course of the seminar, briefings were given regarding the main cause and negative consequence of underage
marriage. Ms. Aberash Hibtai, branch head of the NUEW in the Southern region, said that under-age marriage is
a harmful practice physically and psychologically affecting young women and called for integrated effort to do
away with such practice.

Over 400 Graduate from Denden Commercial School
A total of 436 students from
Denden Commercial School
graduated in certificate last week.
The students, 72% of whom are
females graduated in Book Keeping,
Secretarial Science, Material
Management and Library Science.
Mr. Daniel Jambo, Director of the

school, called on the graduates to
upgrade their skill through practice
and live up to expectations in
national development endeavors.

is making substantial investment
to nurture youths who effectively
participate in nation-building
process.

Mr. Tesfai Seyum, Director
General of Technical and Vocational
Education in the Ministry of
Education, said that the government

A number of awards were handed
over by different government
officials to outstanding students.
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“I will Move Back and Buy 50 Chickens”
Mela Ghebremedhin
Eritrea’s policy of development
focuses on increasing its
production in agriculture and
ensuring food security for its
citizens. Agriculture covers
both the cultivation of crops and
raising of animals and animal
feed production, a less known
sector in Eritrea, is crucial for
livestock development.
With about 80% of its population
engaged in farming, ensuring
food supply and production are
key for the success of Eritrea’s
development efforts. Mr. Teklu
Ghebrehiwet understood it well
when he decided to move back to
Eritrea. “I used to tell my friends
that, as soon as my country is
free, I will buy 50 chickens and
make a living out of it”, he said.
With a strong educational
and professional background
in management of agricultural
system and farming styles and
strategies and postgraduate
specialization in animal sciences
and nutrition, Mr. Teklu didn’t
hesitate a second to come
back to Eritrea after living in
the Netherlands for more than
twenty years. After collecting
years of professional experience
in this field, primarily in South
East Asia, he started working at
the Ministry of Agriculture as a
technical advisor in 1993. “My

initial contract was for three years
and then got extended to seven”,
he said. By the end of his contract,
Mr. Teklu decided to stay but this
time by opening his own business
within his specialized field.
Driven by passion and expertise
amassed from his international
experience, specifically on the
South East Asian region, Mr.
Teklu was finally ready to take
upon a new journey by founding
Dubarwa Animal Feed Factory.
His wife and two children
came along with him from the
Netherlands. “I was finally able
to settle back in my hometown
Dubarwa, where I spent my
childhood and where my roots
are”, he added. As the town is
located close to the capital city
and is connected easily with the
rest of the country, Dubarwa
Animal Feed Factory instantly
attracted customers from every
corner of Eritrea. Operations
started in 2001 following a twoyear feasibility study.
Many countries depend on big
companies such as Cargill or
Monsanto but Dubarwa Animal
Feed Factory guarantees a “Made
in Eritrea” products to its clients.
Small to large scale farmers come
to Mr. Teklu’s door to get best
products to feed their livestock.

©MOI/A. Xegay/May 2017
Mr. Teklu Ghebrehiwet,
Founder and General Manager
of Dubarwa Animal Feed
Factory

“The customer is a king,
that’s what we believe in”, the
owner and general manager
said. Providing the best products
and services are key for this
entrepreneur. The company
provides house-to-house delivery
nationwide. In terms of quality
control, Mr. Teklu said that there
are nutrition formulations which
are important to follow as it
impacts on the health and farming
production. The job of the feed
manufacturer consists of buying

beneficial for animal husbandry.
The quality of the products of Mr.
Teklu’s factory are monitored by
regulators from the Ministry of
Agriculture prior to going onto
the market.
Dubarwa Animal Feed Factory
is an example where natural
products are used to feed animals
in the country. Expanding its
production and diversifying
further its products particularly
for rudiments are part of future

The primary beneficiaries are
located in the Anseba region
followed by the Central region,
the Gash Barka and Southern
regions.
With twenty employees, nine
of whom are women, the factory
can produce up to 400 quintals
of animal feed products per
month for poultry farming, cattle,
pigs and rabbits depending on
demands. “We used to produce
only 136 quintal per month and
it was enough”, the owner said.
Clearly, the current inflation and
the use of banking checkbooks,
the current numbers of clients
have decreased. However, the
company works closely with the
government and the livestock
corporation in buying its raw
materials.

©MOI/A. Xegay/May 2017
commodities and blending them
in the feed mill according to the
specifications outlined by the
animal nutritionist. The company,
thus, has two production lines
using different raw materials in
its formulation such as maize,
sorghum, forage and other seeds

plans. Mr. Teklu is expanding his
factory in Dubarwa to continue
serving his clients who come
from all corners of the country.
In doing so, he continues to be
an example of realizing one’s
dreams by coming back to the
Motherland.
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Employees of Dubarwa Animal Feed Factory during their daily work
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Clarifying Recent Coverage on Eritrea
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion
Recently, Newsweek published
an article about Eritrea decrying
the internal situation in the country.
As has become so common with
reports on Eritrea, the article was
heavily biased, overly simplistic,
filled with stereotypes, and devoid
of context, ultimately serving
to poignantly encapsulate how
coverage of the country is so
problematic.
Lacking originality or accuracy,
the article frames Eritrea alongside
North Korea. In recent years, it
has become quite common to see
Eritrea, a young, low-income,
developing country located within
the volatile Horn of Africa region,
derogatorily described as secretive,
the “North Korea of Africa,” or
even the “hermit kingdom.” While
such statements suggest Eritrea
mirrors North Korea or that it
remains isolated and detached
from the global community, closer
analysis (of a number of objective
measures) reveals that they are
clichéd, cursory, and incorrect.
In fact, one seasoned Western
ambassador based in Asmara
quipped, “those who compare
Eritrea with North Korea have not
been to North Korea and certainly
do not know Eritrea,” while
Norway’s Minister of Justice,
reflecting upon his working visit
to Eritrea (in late 2015), noted that
descriptions of Eritrea (e.g. as the
“North Korea of Africa”) were
highly inaccurate. Perspectives
countering comparisons of Eritrea
with North Korea are not restricted
to diplomats and politicians alone
as countless recent international
visitors to Eritrea have offered
similar observations. As put by
one European visitor to Eritrea,
“the dumbest thing I have heard is
that Eritrea is the North Korea of
Africa,” while a highly respected
Western scholar who has conducted
several extended visits to Eritrea
(which included trips to remote
and rural areas across the country)
has strongly refuted myopic
generalizations of Eritrea stating
that, “the real Eritrea is not what
you read on the Internet...you will
see many misconceptions,” and
encouraging “foreigners to come
to Eritrea and see for yourself.”
Newsweek’s hasty comparisons
- and the broader inaccurate,
reductive narrative on Eritrea
- display, in crystal clear view,
the poor state of reporting and
understanding about Eritrea and
highlight many of the worst habits

of journalism, media, activism,
and
academia.
Generally,
context and critical thinking are
nonexistent within coverage on
Eritrea, and various stories and
reports about the country are
released and published, often
with minimal or no fact-checking;
in fact, many have few qualms
about reporting based on single
anonymous sources. It is little
surprise, then, that this has often
led to the publication of countless
far-fetched,
sensationalized,
racist, and ultimately debunked
stories and claims about Eritrea,
including that the country – in a
supreme suspension of all logic

Newsweek would have done much
better to provide context or clarity.
First, it should be noted that the
media frequently present a myopic
construction of North Korea,
offering a relentlessly recycled
picture which is often false,
simplistic, and dehumanising
(Broinowski 2015). In regard to
comparisons with Eritrea, the
simple fact is that it is Eritrea’s
southern neighbour, Ethiopia,
which has greater ties – both
historically and at the present time
– with North Korea. Just several
weeks ago, in fact, a delegation of
North Korea’s Foreign Ministry
visited Ethiopia in order to promote

since the outbreak of mass protests
several years ago. Additionally,
several weeks ago, Ethio Telecom,
the state-owned telecom provider
which controls the country’s
internet service, blocked mobile
internet access across the country,
the third time during the past
year that it has taken such action.
Notably, Ethiopia - which is
regularly one of the world’s
top annual recipients of foreign
assistance - has also viciously
targeted journalists both at home
and abroad, spending vast sums
on surveillance equipment and
technology allowing it to infect
smartphones and computers

article by Newsweek. Eritrea was
(and remains) one of the poorest
countries in the world. Of course,
on the one hand it is understood that
the Internet plays an increasingly
significant role in societies and may
contribute to promoting economic
growth and reducing poverty; on
the other hand, however, access
to and penetration of the Internet
are higher in wealthier countries
due to improved infrastructure
(e.g. electricity access and cellular
network coverage) and the fact that
demand for Internet services rises
with wealth. Importantly, Internet
usage is also considerably more
expensive in most developing

– hosts both Iranian and Israeli
military bases or installations; that
Eritrea, which on the one hand
is regularly characterized as a
feeble, poverty stricken, “utterly
failed state” is at the same time
capable of arming, funding, and
training rebel movements and
groups across Africa and even
as far away as Southeast Asia;
that the Eritrean government
enacted and enforces a policy of
mandatory polygamy amongst its
citizens; and that the country is
a hotbed of ethno-religious and
sectarian turmoil and strife despite
its long, proud, unique record of
ethnic, religious, and communal
tolerance. Remarkably, most of the
published fictions have never been
retracted, clarified, or corrected,
which in itself is newsworthy and
merits serious investigation.

and advance bilateral relations and
diplomatic activities, according
to the Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA). Furthermore,
such cooperation is not new, with
North Korea and Ethiopia having
long-standing relations (involving
military cooperation and North
Korea providing weapons and
training services) that date back to
the mid-1970s.

with malware to covertly record
conversations and steal data.

countries, such as Eritrea, both
relative to income and in absolute
terms.

Rather than lazily presenting
another poorly crafted comparison
of Eritrea and North Korea,

Interestingly,
although
Newsweek aims to parallel Eritrea
with North Korea in terms of
censorship and press freedom, it
overlooks that to a great degree,
Ethiopia again provides the much
better comparison. Specifically, it
is Ethiopia, and not Eritrea, that
completely shuts down the Internet
and blocks or censors various sites.
Ethiopia has censored its Internet
for over a decade, while social
media sites such as Facebook
and Twitter have regularly been
blocked for extended periods

To clarify, neither the Internet
nor foreign media are censored
or blocked in Eritrea. Visit just
about any home or neighbourhood
in Eritrea and you are quickly
confronted by a plethora of
satellite dishes hoisted upon
roofs.
Alternatively,
walk
through many of the country’s
busy urban streets, and you will
likely encounter Eritreans of all
ethnicities, ages, and genders
watching foreign news programs
(including CNN, MSNBC, BBC,
Al Jazeera, France 24, and others),
sports, or soap operas, surfing the
Internet or Facebook, playing a
newly released computer game,
or listening to a recording by an
international band, DJ, or singer.
While the Internet can be
slow, context is vital, and again
completely missing from the

Disclaimer: articles published in this column do not reflect the stance or opinion of Eritrea Profile

Furthermore, while the Internet
is certainly important, so are the
basics of human existence. Since
independence, Eritrea has made
commendable progress within
a number of significant areas:
life expectancy has increased;
school enrolments have risen and
literacy has greatly improved;
access to water and sanitation
have tremendously expanded;
maternal, infant and child
mortality rates have reduced
dramatically;
immunization
coverage has rocketed; malaria
mortality and morbidity have
plummeted; and HIV prevalence
has decreased considerably. These
improvements did not simply arise
through happenstance, but were
the direct result of significant

continued on page 5
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O f Sambusa, Mekhlil and Eid
Natnael Yebio W.

we always wondered how a person
could abstain the whole day from
food and drink. How about in the
scorching sun of the lowlands? And
imagine performing a heavy task at
the same time in order to earn one’s
living.

Ramadan is a Muslim religious
observance that takes place during
the ninth month of the Islamic
calendar, believed to be the month
in which the Qur’an began to be
revealed.

But the idea is to instill in the
individual physical and spiritual
discipline. Besides, it serves to
remind the rich of the misfortunes
of the poor and imparts on the
believer a sense of solidarity and
mutual care among Moslems of all
social background.

The name Ramadan is believed
to have derived from the source
ramad, meaning heat or, more
specifically, the intense heat of the
sun. This most probably relates to
the daytime fasting that Muslims
are expected to perform during
Ramadan.
In Islamic belief, Prophet
Mohammed was spoken to by
Allah on a date known as Laylat alQadr, or the Night of Power. Allah
gave Mohammed the teachings of
the Qur’an and set him on his path
to becoming a prophet and the
founder of the Islamic faith.
All Muslim sects believe that the
Night of Power occurred during
the month of Ramadan, although
there is some disagreement as to
the specific date. Still, the event is
so much a cornerstone of Islam that
the entire month is given over to its
remembrance.
Ramadan is a time when Muslims
are supposed to slow down from
worldly affairs and focus on self
reformation, spiritual cleansing
and enlightenment, establishing a
link between God Almighty and
themselves by prayer, supplication,
charity, good deeds, kindness and
helping others.
When I was a kid, I used to
love Ramadan, of all other similar
fasting seasons that belong to other
religions, for during the month of
Ramadan our daily supply of dates,
pastry and other sweet meats was
assured.
“Saleh, please don’t forget to
bring sambusa (roll filled with
ground meat or lentils) and mekhlil
(fried sugared dough) tomorrow.”
Saleh is a classmate and we
Christian friends thought it was our
inalienable right that he fed us with
sambusa everyday. This resulted
in creating strong bonds of unity
between the followers of the two
religions. For a while, we forgot

After the final days of feasting,
the holiday of breaking the fast, i.e.
Eid al-fitr, begins, lasting, in some
countries for three days.
Vendors, selling Sambusa and Mekhlil in the Streets of Asmara.
our backgrounds and prejudices
altogether.
When I look back, I feel that
somehow we were unfair to Saleh
because we never shared our food
with him during our religious feasts
or our fasting season.
When we were kids the month
of Ramadan and the feast began
each day at dawn, when the “white
thread becomes distinct from the
black thread”.
The air was filled with all kinds
of sweet fragrances coming from
Oriental pastries displayed in the
streets. Frankly speaking for us
Christians, Ramadan is a feast
par excellence. A season of joy
and fellowship of the followers of
all religions, for during that holy
month, Muslims and Christians in
Eritrea ate and drank together in a
spirit of unity untainted by religious
or racial bias.
In fact, we were so much attracted
to Ramadan that we even detested
our Muslim friends who failed to
observe the fast, not because we
felt righteous indignation at their
disobedience, but we didn’t want to
miss friends like Saleh who brought
us various Oriental pastries and
invited us to their houses during
Eid Al-Fitr. After all we were only
kids and we thought and acted like
kids.
The Asmara souk were busy with

street vendors hawking their sweet
scented merchandizes displayed
on a long table for all to see and
smell.
Feturek Yasaim! (Eat with
healthy relish O thou who are
fasting) they would shout. We
enjoyed the show, the smell, the
chanting from the nearby Mosque,
the hustle and bustle of the people,
bicycles, wheel barrows, taxi’s, etc.
We toured the food sites with our
small allowance, we bought some
pastry and ate them on the spot, a
practice unthinkable to our Moslem
brothers; for they had to wait until a
white thread became impossible to
detect in the dusk.
When we were school children

How we longed to attain that day
when we were kids. For Eid al-Fitr
meant school was out for two days.
They say that in Cairo it starts with
a blast of a canon. A blast of simpler
times, before most people owned a
clock or watch and there were no
loudspeakers or TV channels to
announce maghrib.
Every Eid al-Fitr I had friends
inviting me to their houses. And
I always anticipated the joy and
fellowship that the feast provided
for one and all. It is the day of joy
when people get together. It is a day
of wedding feasts and for family
gatherings, for visiting relatives
and old friends.
But all this time I never learned
to use the correct words meeting
with my hosts. I went there to eat

and thought more with my stomach
than with my brain. Finally did I
learn the words. They went like
this: Kulu Amm Wo Antum Bikheir
or even Eid Mebruk. These were
the magic words that opened the
cornucopia of fruits, dates, peanuts,
biscuits, pantone, aba’ke, coffee
with ginger, caramels, sweetmeats,
popcorn, you name it you have it.
Three years ago…I was invited
for the feast of Eid al-Fitr by Saleh.
On my way to his house I met
people going to mosques wearing
their brand new Jelebias and some
carrying praying mats. I saw a
proud father with his sons who had
already learned to perform their
salat preceded by ablution. His sons
were probably rewarded with icecream on their way back home.
Saleh was waiting outside his
house; he was in his best Eid attire
and greeted me with a beaming
face. He led me to his house. His
mother at the door seemed busy
preparing a banquet, I was made
to sit and was given aba’ke. The
room was filled with a strong
aroma from the burning Ud
(sandalwood). Gradually, brothers,
sisters, relatives and friends arrived
one by one. When finally the father
arrived, the banquet started which
comprised chicken stew, mutton,
rice, followed by all things pastry.
Outside, by the patio Sahel’s uncle
took out a packet of cigarettes from
his pocket and started to smoke with
great relish. It was his first daytime
smoke for a solid month.
Phone calls once in a while broke
the lively conversations.
“Who was that?”
“That was Ahmed, a relative
from Jeddah conveying his Eid alFitr greetings.”

Some historians believe the custom of firing the Ramadan cannon
dates back as far as 10th century Egypt, when one of the Fatimid caliphs
ordered a cannon be placed on Cairo’s Muqatam Hill so all Muslims
would hear the signal to break their fasts.

Those who did not fast for a
good reason (traveler and sick
people) had to make up the days
they missed at the later day. But
on that day, together with those
who observed the fast for the entire
month, they were the happiest
people on earth having sanctified
the fourth pillar of Islam which is,
by the way, known as Som which
rhymes with the Tigrinya word
Tsom.
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Clarifying Recent Coverage. . .
continued from page 3
investment and considerable
effort. It is quite telling that
despite the comparatively slow
speed of Internet in Eritrea (which
has undergone improvements),
the country is food secure,
something that cannot be said
about many other countries in its
region. Food security has been
achieved, notwithstanding the
country’s harsh environmental
and
climatic
conditions,
through extensive investments
in improved irrigation and a
complex network of dams across
the country, broad distribution of
seeds and agricultural equipment,
the establishment of micro-loan
and credit initiatives (especially
targeting women), agricultural
training and educational programs,
and
large-scale
livestock
vaccination campaigns.
Moving forward, it is obvious
that the Internet is important and
should be a focus in Eritrea; it
can stimulate inclusive growth
and promote a range of positive
developmental outcomes. At
the same time, however, for
a low-income country with a
predominantly rural population
that is engaged in agricultural
activity to aim to first provide
the most fundamental elements
of existence for all of its citizens
seems understandable. Finally,
regarding food security, it is
again hard to overlook that North
Korea’s own historical challenges
with hunger and famine are not
dissimilar to Ethiopia’s own
persistent food crises which,
although widely attributed to
climatic events resulting from
El Niño and presented as an
exogenous incident in Ethiopia’s
acclaimed economic miracle
and double-digit growth rate,
actually have more to do with
governmental failure and the
devastating impact of its policies
on the livelihoods and basic human
rights of millions, including many
indigenous communities across
the country (OI 2016).
Importantly, through devoting
considerable attention to a former
diplomat, the Newsweek story also
raises the issue of moral hazard.
While such sources can be a great
source of information, there are
significant questions to be asked
about how heavily one can or
should rely on these testimonies
as credible evidence. Within
international relations, moral
hazard analyses have been applied
to militants who intentionally
provoke a government to curtail,
suppress, or adversely impact the
rights of its population so as to
prod the international community

to intervene militarily against the
oppressive regime. Similarly, a
moral hazard predicament could
also unfold when self-interested
actors or defectors provide
alleged evidence of wrongdoing
by government authorities in
the country of defection and
may be more apt to do so if
the conditions are such that the
officials, agencies, or states to
whom actors or defectors provide
the data are less likely to conduct
due diligence in assessing the
validity of the information. This
possibility seems more probable if
there is no perceived punishment
cost for false statements, if there
is no viable screening system for
the accuracy of accounts, or if the
receiving entity finds the provided
evidence conducive to its own
plans or agenda (Bejesky 2015:
8).
Beyond these significant factors,
which are entirely unconsidered in
the article, one may also reasonably
construe that these sources could
be driven by a range of desires,
including acquiring personal
political or financial advantages.
Accordingly, it is often directly
in the source’s interest to essay at
length about various allegations
and embroider and dramatize their
accounts in order increase their
story’s appeal, garner attention,
and secure their aims (e.g. obtain
sanctuary or financial reward). For
example, Ahmed Chalabi, a longtime Iraqi exile who served as a
key source of information (much
of which was fabricated) for the
US administration, was said to be
“motivated by the desire to see
the United States overthrow the
Hussein regime so that he could
control the government of the new
Iraq,” and potentially also driven
by the possibility of reaping the
economic dividends from Iraqi
resources and global economic
relations with a new regime
and an open economy. As well,
consider Rafid Ahmed Alwan alJanabi, codenamed “Curveball”
by Western intelligence agencies,
who was a key Iraqi defector
who provided much information
to US administration officials in
the years prior to the 2003 US
invasion of Iraq. However, much
of the information he provided was
unverifiable or purely fabricated,
and it was later learned that at
the time of his revelations he had
been seeking asylum in Germany
for several years. Subsequently,
he would acknowledge that he
had made-up his stories of mobile
bioweapons trucks and clandestine
factories in an attempt to bring
down Saddam Hussein (Bejesky
2015; Chulov and Pidd 2011).
In addition, the influence of the
media should not be forgotten.

Their
preoccupation
with
“concision,” endless curiosity,
and large appetite for a “good,”
entertaining, amusing, or shocking
story promotes oversimplification
and encourages embellishment
and sensationalism, pressuring
sources to reproduce a certain
narrative and ultimately leading to
tragic, dramatic, distorted, visual,
and emotional accounts. Notably,
although there are numerous
ways to confirm information,
for example, through crossexamination or by consulting
multiple sources, these methods
are often neglected in order to help
cut down on the cost of reporting
(Carroll 2004).
An important dimension of
the article is the hypocrisy and
sheer irony of Newsweek to
decry state-run media in Eritrea,
yet conveniently neglect to
mention the funding sources for
the organizations and entities it
references to buttress its claims
and arguments. Radio Erena, for
example, is greatly supported by
RSF. Notably, RSF and Freedom
House are both recipients of
extensive state funding, while the
latter organization’s sources of
financial (and other) support also
include the United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID),
the
International
Republican Institute (IRI), and
the National Endowment for
Democracy (NED), all of which
are funded and supported by the
US Congress and government
agencies.
Despite
these
organizations’ regular declarations
of impartiality and objectivity
– RSF evokes MSF, another
French organization respected
worldwide for its humanitarian
work and which maintains a strict
neutrality in political conflicts
– it is difficult to believe that
their board of directors and staff,
which often consist of highlevel US administration officials
(including former Secretaries of
State, national security advisers,
members of Congress), has no
bearing on their work. Rather, it
has frequently been alleged that
these organizations function as
key instruments of US foreign
policy, have close and elaborate
links with the CIA (which has a
long history of regime change
operations, subversion, and covert
foreign meddling or intervention),
and that they target nations who
are strategic US competitors and
governments that antagonize
Washington. For example, in a
2007 article, Salim Lamrani, a
French Professor, criticized RSF’s
annual rankings, questioning how
Eritrea could be ranked lower than
other countries where conditions
and threats to journalists were
objectively much worse (including

Iraq, Mexico, Somalia, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Sri Lanka).
According to Lamrani, the reason
was “perhaps because [Eritrea]
is on Washington’s black list and
RSF receives funding from the
CIA front National Endowment for
Democracy, NED.” As well, Radio
Erena’s coverage has regularly
been criticized for its slanted and
unbiased approach.
Additionally, in 2014, USAID,
an important RSF supporter, was
caught in a scheme to destabilize
and foment unrest in Cuba through
Twitter and by funding hip hop
artists.
Moreover,
Freedom
House, which dates back to
the early 1940s, has long been
criticised for the questionable
methodology it utilizes for its
reports and its perceived bias in
favour of countries with pro-US
positions and against countries on
the US “blacklist.” For example,
in 1979, it sent election monitors
to the Rhodesian elections staged
by Ian Smith in I979 and found
them “fair,” whereas it regarded
the 1980 elections won by Robert
Mugabe under British supervision
as dubious. Furthermore, the
organization’s election monitors
also somehow found the Salvadoran
elections of 1982 admirable.
Notably, MIT Professor Emeritus
Noam Chomsky has suggested that
Freedom House “has long served
as a virtual propaganda arm of the
[US] government and international
right wing,” and in 2004, US Rep.
Ron Paul charged that Freedom
House had used US government
money in the Ukraine to support
the candidacy of a particular
presidential candidate favored by
the US (Chomsky 1988; Roman
2012). The organization has also
been criticised for its slanted
coverage of and role during the
recent Ukrainian crisis, as well
as in Serbia, Georgia, Ecuador,
Honduras, Cuba, and Venezuela.
According to William Blum, a
highly respected a US historian
and author, the NED, which was
ostensibly “set up to support
democratic institutions throughout
the world through private,
nongovernmental efforts,” was
actually established due to the fact
that, at the time, the CIA and US
administration was in the midst of
a series of high-profile scandals
and the “[US administration] had
to have a new organization with
a nice sounding name, with the
word democracy, which would
be free of the taint of the CIA.”
Furthermore, Allen Weintein,
one of the founders of the NED,
explained to the Washington Post
in 1991 that, “a lot of what we
do now was done covertly by the
CIA 25 years ago.” Throughout
its history, the NED has played a
pivotal and often subversive role

in the internal politics of numerous
countries around the world,
frequently fomenting political
opposition and crises largely in
the service of the US government.
Of note, Newsweek’s inclusion
of a former diplomat is also
highly reminiscent of a practice
long favoured by foreign powers
seeking to undermine or control
smaller, weaker countries. In
their quest for submission and
obedience, powerful countries
not only employ outright force
and coercion, but also may resort
to the cooptation or utilization of
locals who support their policy
aims, thus offering the semblance
of legitimacy or credibility. Pepe
Escobar, a prominent South
American journalist, has noted
how the US (and other powerful
countries) uses “the locals” in
target countries to push and
coordinate their own agenda. For
example, recall how when Jomo
Kenyatta was leading the struggle
for independence in Kenya, he was
denounced as a terrorist leader to
whom no one would speak, and
numerous tame, subservient tribal
chiefs were paraded one after
another as possible alternatives.
Also recall how in Zimbabwe,
then referred to as Rhodesia,
the West attempted everything
to locate some local who would
legitimize the racist apartheid
system, eventually settling on
Bishop Muzurewa. A more recent
example comes from Iraq, where
the colourful testimonies of Ahmad
Chalabi, “Curveball”, and the
Iraqi National Congress (INC), a
controversial exile group based in
London, were included in various
intelligence or security reports and
government statements, as well as
widely disseminated by the media,
effectively helping to create the
platform for the 2003 US invasion
of Iraq. Ultimately, the information
that these sources provided to the
media and the US government
and intelligence community were
revealed to be greatly exaggerated,
false, or fabricated.
In conclusion, the aim of this
article is not to romanticize
Eritrea or suggest that it is free of
problems or issues. The country
faces significant socio-political
and economic challenges and
has numerous shortcomings. At
the same time, however, Eritrea
is a unique country, full of rich
history, culture, and diversity,
as well as profound complexity.
Proper understanding of the
country requires a more grounded,
objective, contextual approach
and balanced coverage and should
avoid one-sided, biased portrayals
that resort to simplified, clichéd
perspectives and poorly crafted
comparisons.
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Turkish Airlines Announcement

Turkish Airlines feels proud to announce a new direct flight to its clients starting from 3rd of July. The direct flight
of Istanbul-Asmara-Istanbul is scheduled as follows:
The arrival time in Asmara will be at 12:30 am local time.
Departure from Asmara is scheduled at 1:30am local time.
As usual, days of operation remain unchanged.
The check-in time at the Asmara International Airport will be at exactly 9:00pm local time on every Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.
Passengers in connection with flights to Europe are kindly requested to report to the sales office located in Saba
Building.
For further information, you may contact the Airline with the telephone numbers- 184949 /184925 or clients can
possibly contact the Airline through personal Travel Agencies.

Turkish Airlines
Widen Your World!!

Bisha Mining Share Company
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION FOR TRAINING SERVICE
Bisha Mining Share Company (BMSC) is seeking a professional & experienced Computer
application trainer
Scope of the Service
• Deliver onsite Basic, Intermediate and Advanced level MS office application
training programs to BMSC employees at various levels. MS Windows, MS
Word, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, MS Access and MS Visio training will have top
priority.

•

Provide transportation service from & to BMSC site

•

Provide on-site accommodation services

•

Print training materials

•

Pay the service provider as specified in the service contract

Requirements
•

The service provider must have at least BSc Degree in relevant fields

•

The service provider must have prior experience on computer application training
•

Proven experience in workplace training and adult education

•

Minimum of 5 years’ experience in computer application training.

•

Business institutions are required to send their proposals, business profile & a renewed
business license of 2016

Prepare training materials that meet the identified training needs.

•

Adopt flexible training schedule to accommodate the trainees’ roster leaves and
business needs

Individual professionals are required to send their CVs Proposals. State TIN No in
their proposal

•

Interested applicants must send their applications within 10 days from the day of
publication in the newspaper to the following address:-

•

Conduct training needs assessment and prepare training plans and schedules

•
•
•

Identify and advice BMSC on training aid requirements

•

The duration of the contract is 6 months with the possibility of extending the term.

BMSC Responsibilities
• Provide all training facilities

Bisha Mining Share Company (BMSC)
		
		
		

Mariam Gimbi St # 61
P. O. Box 4276
Asmara, Eritrea.
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General Information and other requirements:
• Place of Work:
Bisha.
• Salary: 		
As per Company salary scale.
• Type of contract
Indefinite Period

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Bisha Mining Share Company PLC is inviting interested applicants for the
following position.
POSITION: DATA Clerk
Number Required (01)
TASK DESCRIPTION EXPANDED TO CORE PERFORMANCE
AREAS
•
Planning
o
Plan day and weeks activities.
•
Implementation of the Plan
o
Comply with mine’s cardinal rules and other safety, environmental or
other rules and standards as directed.
o
Actively participate the Work Group; Consultative Committee; Safety
and other appropriate meetings.
o
Perform other duties as requested by Manager and Superintendent.
•
Reporting and Data Control
o
Maintain the “safety, health and environmental policies and procedures.
o
Maintain control of electronic and hard copy documents pertaining to
business activities regarding complaints...
o
Ensure all documentation records are correctly filed and stored as per
archive procedures.
o
Ensure all documentation referencing is consistent with procedural
requirements.
o
Maintain a complete register of all procedures and associated
documentation as a master file copy.
o
Capture daily, weekly and monthly Safety Stats for all Departments and
Contractors.
o
Capture daily, weekly and monthly “man hours” for all Departments and
Contractors.
o
Capture all risk assessments/inspections/audits and close out reports on
a daily basis received from Safety Supervisor & Officers.
o
Keep an up-to-date site “non-conformance” data base.
o
Update all incidents, accident Action Tracker for the ICAM Investigation
and close out reports on the Safety database.
o
Keep and update all safety, health and ERT statistics and graphs daily,
weekly, quarterly and annually.
o
Update Training Matrix for Department.
o
Update Safety appointment structure and organogram quarterly
o
Update all “Safety Notice Boards” in Main Office.
o
Ensure “Hard Copy” files are drawn up /updated for the Safety
Management System as per Mine requirements
o
Take minutes of meetings and distribute to relevant parties.
o
Liaise with other Mine Departments to update statistics and graphs and
any other concerns.
KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS
•
o
•
o
•

Qualifications.
12+2
Knowledge and Experience
2-3 years relevant experience
Technical Skills

•

Behavioural Skills

Computer Literacy (MS Office , Excel ,
PowerPoint– Advanced)

Communication (English and
local language)

Planning & scheduling

Interpersonal Relations,
Discretion
Integrity, Self-motivation

Attention to detail
Data management skills
Problem solving skill
Analytical skill

Prioritizing skills & multiskilling
Ability to work towards strict
deadlines
High level of accuracy

Additional requirement for Nationals:
• Having fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and provide evidence of
release paper from the Ministry of Defense.
• Present clearance paper from current/last employer.
• Testimonial documents to be attached (CV, work experience credentials, a copy
of your National Identity Card etc.).
• Only shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential candidates for an
interview.
• Application documents will not be returned to sender.
• All applications should be sent through the post office.
• Deadline for application: 10 days from the day of publication in the
Newspaper.
Address: Please mail your applications to;
Bisha Mining Share Company,
P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea
• Note to Non-Eritrean applicants:
Please send a copy of your application to
Aliens Employment Permit Affairs,
P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.
•

RE-BIDDING
Invitation for Bids (IFB)
Name of Country:
Name of Project:
Grant No: 		
Date:			
IFB Title:
IFB Number:		

Eritrea
Global Fund
ERI-T- MOH
June 12, 2017
GF/TB/NFM- NCB/06/2017
NCB 06/2017

The Ministry of Health of the State of Eritrea has received a grant from
the Global Fund towards the cost of HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and TB Project. It is intended that part of the proceeds of this grant will be applied to
eligible payments under the contract for
Re Erecting and
Renewal of Health Bill boards with update messages and pictures.
The Project Management Unit of the Ministry of Health now invites
sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Re Erecting and Renewal of
Health Bill boards with update messages and pictures.
Bidding will be conducted through the NATIONAL Competitive Bidding
(NCB) procedures specified in the Global Fund Guidelines:
Interested bidders may obtain further information from PMU, Ministry
of Health and inspect the Bidding Documents at the Procurement Office,
PMU, Ministry of Health,
Denden Street No.82, Asmara, Eritrea;
Tel: 291-1-122978, Fax: 291-1-124357 from 08:00 to 12:00 hours, 14:0018:00 hours Monday to Friday.
A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be purchased only by licensed bidders with previous bill board production
experience on the submission of a written application, and upon payment
of a nonrefundable fee NAKFA (300.00) or equivalent.
Bids must be delivered to the Procurement Office, PMU/MOH, Denden
Street # 82, Asmara, and Tel: 291-1-124360/122978, Fax. 291-1-124357,
on or before 15:00 hrs on June 28,2017 . All bids must be accompanied
by a bid security not less than two (2) percent of the bid amount in a
freely convertible currency which should be submitted separately sealed
within the bid offer envelop.
Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders’ or legal representatives who choose to attend at 15:00 hrs. On June
28,2017 2017, at PMU (MOH), Conference Room.
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Capturing the Moment

Asmait Futsumbrhan

Sneakers, big jeans trousers and shirts… a typical photographer’s dress code; accessible. It makes the ‘run’ easier. With an accessory, his big professional camera, which he never
leaves behind, Musie is always on the run to capture the moment. Through the eyes of the young professional photographer every moment is worth a snap on his camera. He
ceaselessly speaks photography, and his photos speak millions of words. Words that when put together are pixels of nature, society, culture and events where Mussie will always be
present to capture.
Commonly known by his nick name Mussie Photo Asmara, Q&A presents to you today, Mussie Tedros.
Would you please introduce
yourself to our readers?
My name is Mussie Tedros, born
in 1986 and grew up in Asmara.
Currently, I am a member of the
Central Region Athletics Club. I
joined the club back in 2007 and
was an active participant until 2013.
I love athletics so much but due to
my health problems I wasn’t able
to participate anymore although
I am a member. Besides, I am
also a photographer. I love taking
photographs and I badly want to put
myself in it professionally.
The reason behind your interest
in photography?
To be honest, I didn’t have that
much interest in the early days.
Nonetheless I think it is because
I was too young to understand it.
Apparently, I started working at a
family photo studio, Photo Asmara
in 2001. That was the time when I
fell in love with a camera. Since then,
I have been taking various photos
understanding all about photography
and how deep it is. Through time
my love for photography got deeper.
And this was when no delete option
was applicable, when all the cameras
were analogue.
The difference of the cameras…
It was very hard to switch from
analog to digital photography. A
photographer or anyone taking
pictures needs to know several
features about a digital camera since
the operations are much simpler
with analogue cameras. But when
it comes to digital, there are a lot of
numbers to study. The numbers on
your camera are put for a reason.
It is a lot harder if you don’t know
it. It might be simple to press the
shutter and take pictures but that is
not what makes the camera digital
or professional. Relatively, from
my experience, when comparing
qualities, the analogue was better.
At the beginning, it was 20% better
quality than digitally taken photos.
However, it takes a lot of time and
effort in the processing, from taking
the picture to finally printing it.
Digital photography made it easy

and simple but simultaneously it is
harder if not studied.
What kind of photography do you
work on Mr. Mussie?
Back in the days I mostly was
working in the studio. To add to my
skills I started working on outdoor
photography in 2016. Know-how
on itself isn’t enough, practice is
important. Persistency in taking the
good shot makes a photographer
perfect. Eritrea has beautiful
landscapes and weather as well as
diverse culture, making it ideal for
taking photos. I recommend that
people should take advantage of the
striking available natural beauty. I
feel that as photographers we haven’t
fully discovered the beauties so far.
My wish is to show these beauties
to people and make them appreciate
it. I really don’t like it when people
have those overseas photos in their
phones or laptops. We have much
more photo-worth places here in this
country. I want people to have photos
of their culture and country, taken by
their people.
How do you keep up your
knowledge?
I never took any special course
yet, though I look forward to it. I
do a lot of research on the internet,
read photography notes and watch a
lot of tutorial videos, have immense
effects on my advancement. By the
way, I think that there isn’t much of
photography course or educational
institute here, but I would like to
point out that it is essential. There
are a lot of potential artists who can
be great photographers if provided
with the knowledge. It is an art that
is worth developing in Eritrea. When
I saw wonderful pictures, I always

thought it was a work of Photoshop.
No, but it was taken by the exact
calculation of the numbers, lighting
and timing. That is what makes a
great photo. For instance, there is a
bird I shot flying at a wedding at St.
Mariam church. That very moment
I took the picture with a fast shutter
speed, freezing the bird’s wings in the
air. Moreover, same goes with water
splash. What got me so focused with
the numbers is that the importance
of knowing them is crucial in taking
the needed photos in addition to the
lighting and timing of the area.
Reading and studying may not
be enough. I would say practice
is the most significant matter in
photography. It takes great amount
of time to have the exact picture.
After I finish reading a page or a
topic, I intend to try it and do a lot
of philosophy to represent my ideas.
Most of the time I take my photos
in Asmara. Sometimes I go out for
hours walking with my camera. I
would like to say that Asmara is one
of the most amazing places. It is a
delight for me to spend time with the
remarkable architecture and people.
I want to reflect my people’s beauty
and cultural diversity. I take pictures
in almost every national celebration
and religious event.
Wedding photography….
It is obvious that weddings are the
‘happy days’ for everyone; families,
the couples and friends. I have
worked on it for quite some time
now. It is a huge responsibility for
cameramen in weddings. You have
to capture every emotion and you
are the first to document the happy
day for the couple. I want to give the
best photos. Especially, these days,
the couples prefer wedding photos

in particular places they choose.
Selecting the places in advance is
good for the photographers as they
see the place and compile their ideas
of how they want to take the shots.
It is tiring but there is always all
kinds of emotions to express in the
pictures.

have, our tradition and peace for the
coming generations. I am glad and
proud to see great photos taken by
Eritrean photographers. I rejoice in
the fact that I am, one of them.
Thank you for your time.

Printing process…
Well, there could be some
challenges, accessory wise, but
nothing that can’t be fixed. It is true
that good accessories are needed to
produce perfect photos. It starts with
the paper and ink but most of all
printing machine. Most importantly
the person who prints the photos
needs to fully understand the kind of
photo you are aiming to get. As such,
I also have some knowledge repairing
machines that I got through reading.
Even though I have the potential to
repair those machines, there should
be the constant maintenance and
enhancement of the materials. But
what is inevitable is the connection
between the camera and your printing
machine is close.
Anything you might want to
add?
I want to remind all the artists,
especially Eritrean photographers, to
be attentive in whatever occasions,
it matters because every moment
counts. We have the natural beauty,
the cultural diversity… beautiful. Just
beautiful. We are surrounded by tons
of milieus that look more stunning
when captured. Let’s express our
beauty and show it to the world, I
am sure many would be interested to
experience the things our eyes notice
every day. And also we should be able
to document; it might be of massive
use for the future, let’s save what we

My pleasure, thanks for having
me. I also want to tell you that I love
this page and keep up the good work.
Best regards to the amazing young
female journalists of this column:
you, Asmait Futsumbrhan and
Billion Temesghen. I admire how
you two venture to bring inspirational
youth to the public and the rest of the
world. Your efforts are motivational
and highly regarded by the rest of us.
Thank you and good luck.
Oh, Thanks Mussie, good luck to
you too.

