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Ambassador Saleh Holds Talks
with Malawi Ministers
Mr. Saleh Omar, Eritrea’s
Ambassador to South Africa and
the Southern African countries, has
held talks with Malawi’s Justice
and Foreign Affairs ministers on the
reinforcement of bilateral ties as well
as regional and international issues
of mutual concern to both countries.
In a meeting with Dr. Emmanuel
Fabiano, the Malawi Foreign
Minister, and Mr. Samuel Tembenu,
Minister of Justice, Ambassador
Saleh gave briefings regarding

the objective situation and the
development progress registered in
Eritrea.
He further called on the Malawi
government to give due attention
and play its role towards lifting the
unjust and illegal sanctions resolution
against Eritrea and put an end to the
occupation of sovereign Eritrean
territories. The Malawi Ministers
on their part expressed readiness
to reinforce ties between the two
countries.

Handing Over Ceremony of Newly
Constructed Science College
The handing over of the newly
constructed
Science
College
at Mai Nefhi by the Chinese
Civil Engineering Construction
Corporation at a cost of 25 million
dollars was conducted on 27 July.
The construction of the college
building was in accordance with
the agreement concluded in 2014
between the Governments of Eritrea
and the People’s Republic of China.
Speaking at the handing
over ceremony in which senior
Government and PFDJ officials, the
PRC Ambassador and the Chairman
of the Chinese Civil Engineering
Construction Corporation were
present, Mr. Semere Russom,
Minister of Education, said that
the construction task attests to the
existing strong relations between
Eritrea and the PRC.
Mr. Yang Zigang, the PRC
Ambassador to Eritrea, equally
pointed out that the project was

a continuation of the existing
cooperation between the two
countries in different sectors in
general and education in particular.
He further commended the integrated
effort demonstrated on the part of
Eritrean and Chinese workers.
Prof. Gebrehiwet Medhanie, Vice
President of Academic Affairs at
the Eritrean Institute of Technology,
stated that the new building will
make significant contribution in
producing advanced human resource
both in quality and quantity.
Similarly, the Chairman of
the Chinese Civil Engineering
Construction Corporation, Mr. Yuan
Li, expressed pride for participating
in Eritrea’s national development
programs and handed certificates
of merit to exemplary Eritrean and
Chinese workers.
The seven-block new building
was constructed on 37,979 cubic

Growing Resort to
Smokeless Oven
The growing resort to smokeless oven in Gindae sub-zone has made
significant contribution towards ensuring women’s health apart from its
significance in minimizing firewood consumption,
The Head of the NUEYS in the Southern Red Sea region, Ms. Jimi’a
Raki noted the economic advantage the smokeless oven. About 1,000
smokeless ovens have so far been introduced in the sub-zone.
The beneficiaries stated that the smokeless oven (Adhanet) is making
significant contribution as regards ensuring women’s health and called on
the public to make proper use of it.

meters and comprises administration
rooms, laboratory, conference halls,
libraries, and class rooms, among
others.
The building has a capacity of
accommodating about six thousand
students.

Eritrean Community Festival in the UK
The
Eritrean
Community
Festival in the United Kingdom
has concluded with patriotic zeal.
The festival was attended by
Foreign Minister Osman Saleh,
Mr. Estifanos Habtemariam, the
Eritrean Ambassador to the UK
and Northern Ireland, friends of
Eritrea as well as Eritrean nationals
residing in the UK and other
European countries. It highlighted
different programs portraying the

unity and identity of the Eritrean
people.
In the course of a seminar he
conducted, Minister Osman noted
that commendable achievements
have been registered towards
ensuring social justice and
development giving priority to
remote areas and commended the
participation of the Eritrean citizens
abroad in national development

endeavors.
The Chairman of the Eritrean
community in the UK, Mr. Ahmed
Mohammed Mahmud, explained
that festivals make vital contribution
in preserving and bequeathing
national and societal values.
Friends of Eritrea and Eritrean
nationals conveyed messages of
solidarity.
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College of Science Educational Renaissance
Semir Seid
The first phase of the Eritrea
Institute of Technology - College of
Science new building inauguration
and hand-over ceremony was
successfully held last Thursday,
in the presence of PFDJ higher
officials, Ministers, Ambassador
of the People’s Republic of
China, China Civil Engineering
Construction
Corporation
(CCECC) representatives and
workers, members of the National
Commission of Higher Education,
Deans, students and invited
guests.
When we reached Mai Nefhi
25 km south west of Asmara, the
remarkably built new College
of Science building greeted us
with its fine magnificence, just as
we stepped into the compound.
Huge, well-built and pleasing
to look at it makes one wish for
a start of new educational career
in it. The various educational
infrastructures across the country
are living examples of the
government’s commitment to
upgrading educational standards.
The inauguration and handover
ceremony was officially opened
with a minute of silence in honor
of our martyrs followed by
the two nations’ flags rising in
front of the new building where
everyone stood in the sunny
morning in the Mai Nefhi ground.
The new building required nearly
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one hundred Chinese employees
and about two hundred Eritrean
workers to be finalized. The over
25 million dollar project started
on December 2014 by CCECC.
The building sits on 18,453 square
meters and is designed to have one
Library (3floors), two lecture halls
and classrooms (both two floors),
one Administration and Teachers’
building (four floors), three
Laboratories (lab 1 and lab 2 with
3 floors while lab 3 with 2 floors),
and one Equipment room (1 floor).
Besides this the infrastructure
equips underground concrete
treatment pool, underground
reinforced concrete septic tank,
finished equipment pool, outdoor
road, square flagpole, parking
area, outdoor electric and water
works, facilities and furniture.
The chairman of CCECC,
Mr. Yuan Li, described the
building as a mix of classical
and modern beauty, coinciding in
the temperament of Asmara. The
chairman continued conveying
his gratitude to the Eritrean and
Chinese governments for their trust
in CCECC and entrusting such
huge project to the corporation
and appreciated Eritrean workers’
hard work. He said it wouldn’t
be a reality if the workers hadn’t
formed the strong friendship they
formed with the corporation.
Handing over certificate of honor
to the workers of the project was
given by the chairman.
Following was the TigrignaChinese song presented by the
Confucius School which rhymed
about the partnership of the two
nations and caught every invited
guest’s attention. Minister of
education Mr. Semere Russom,
on the occasion, said that since
1993
formal
establishment

of the relationship between
Eritrea and China cultural and
educational cooperation has been
strengthened and flourishing
fast. He further mentioned
Chinese institutions of varying
academic and professional fields
of competence have been giving
ample scholarship opportunities of
post graduate programs for young
Eritrean since 2008. The minister
also recognized the development
of educational infrastructures
by Chinese government such
as the three elementary schools
built in Mendefera, Ghindae and

Asmara in the last few years.
The educational facilities in
Hamelmalo Agricultural College,
modern library in EIT colleges and
the Adi Keih College are among
the other projects constructed by
the Chinese government.
Ambassador of the People’s
Republic of China in Eritrea, Mr.
Yang Zigang, in his inauguration
speech, said that the building will
be a new symbol of the Sino-Eritrea
friendship. Since diplomatic
ties between Eritrea and China
began the bilateral cooperation
of the nations’ has been stronger
in politics, economy, culture and
education.
The Ambassador further noted

that the completion of the project
is the latest achievement of the
China-Africa “Cultural and People
to People Plan” in the “ChinaAfrica Ten Cooperation Plans”
and is a proof the two nations
are tied together. The completion
of the project will upgrade the
infrastructure of EIT, improve
conditions of study, expand its
space and lay pillars of Eritrea’s
vibrant growth in education, he
added.
Professor Ghebrehiwet, Vice
President of EIT, on his side, said

the new college will enhance the
teaching and learning process
both in capacity and quality. The
new building is believed to have
a capacity of hosting around 6000
students at a time. Currently there
are seven departments, 141 staff
members and 953 students among
which 38 are post graduate.
The Dean of the College, Dr.
Habtay Ghebreweld is confident
the fully equipped college will
be assisted by the ample staff
members available. The college
of science has been giving
services to the colleges of
Engineering and Education and
freshman programs apart from
teaching the students under its
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The Newly Constructed College of Science

Dr. Habtay Ghebreweld
Dean of the College
guardianship. Considering the
facilities currently introduced,
there will be an immediate impact
in all departments of the College
of Science for the reason each
department will have a minimum
of four laboratories at its disposal
which will enable the conduct
of practical classes and produce
skilled students along with better
research ground for the teaching
staff. The dean said that it is a
symbol of progress and success in
the path of education.
As the ceremony approached
its end, it was time for the higher
officials present on the day
to cut the red ribbon and they
collectively did so and opened the
new College of Science door. At
last students and members of the
College took a chance for selfies
smiling in front of their school.
The Chinese side CCECC is
one of the largest contractors
of
China’s
state
owned
corporations conducting huge
projects locally and throughout
the African continent. On
behalf of the corporation the
Chinese Ambassador said that
the Chinese side will provide a
one year technical support and
maintenance services to ensure
the college operates smoothly and
looks forward for the second and
third phase of the Engineering
and Education Colleges in the
future. The government of
Eritrea’s commitment to national
development, and particularly
investment in education is a
long term aim of spreading
professionalism among the youth.
The renaissance of the Eritrean
colleges and education is taking
place in an amazing pace and the
yield looks promising.
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Asmara’s Upgraded Status: Honour and Responsibility
Solomon Mengsteab
On Saturday, 8 July 2017,
during
the
41st
World
Heritage Committee Session
in Poland, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization UNESCO
announced that our marvellous
capital, Asmara, was officially
inscribed a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. It is a great honour
of tremendous value to the city
and its people in particular, the
country, the horn of Africa and
the continent of Africa at large.
It is a historical accomplishment
for the people and government
of Eritrea and, in particular, for
all the parties who have been
working assiduously to earn
the city its well-deserved World
Heritage Site status.
Perched on the central plateau
of the central highlands of Eritrea,
Asmara was initially planned to be
a major modern city in Africa, in
the first decade of the 20th century
by the Italian architect-engineer
Odoardo Cavagnari. In the
years that followed, throughout
the Italian colonial occupation,
a large number of splendidly
striking buildings which combine
Italian futurist motifs with
local methods of construction
were constructed in Asmara.
Some of these buildings were
outrageously daring architectural
adventures to be welcomed
in the conservative European

cities of that era. Hence, Asmara
became a safe haven for daring
Italian architects where they
could experiment and flout their
imaginative, dreamy and daring
architectural ambitions. By the
end of the 1930s, the prevalence
of such wonderful buildings
in
a
well-planned-moderncity infrastructure transformed
Asmara and made it “Africa’s
most modern metropolis”. It
is this transformation along
with the large number of Italian
residents in the city that earned
Italy’s planned African city the
nickname ‘Piccola Roma’, or
“Little Rome”. And now it is
these buildings that have earned
Asmara a World Heritage Site
status by the UNESCO after all
these years.
A World Heritage Site is a
natural or man-made site, area,
or structure recognized as being
of outstanding international
importance and, therefore, as
deserving special protection.
Such sites are nominated to and
designated by the World Heritage
Convention. The Paris based
agency of the United Nations,
UNESCO, which has been set
up by the UN to contribute to
peace and security of the world
by promoting international
collaboration through educational,
scientific, and cultural reforms,
formed the organization of the
World Heritage Convention
through
the
Convention

Concerning the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage. This convention is an
international agreement adopted
on 16 November 1972 by the
Member States of the UNESCO.
The principal purpose of this
convention is to ensure ‘the
proper identification, protection,
conservation and presentation
of cultural and natural heritage
with ‘outstanding universal
value to all mankind’. Today this
convention has been ratified and
signed by 193 countries including
189 UN member states. Through
the years, a World Heritage List
has been established by merit of
the Convention. As of July 2017,
1053 sites are listed: 815 cultural,
203 natural, and 35 mixed

properties, in 165 countries as of
July 2017. Based on the number
of sites that they have officially
registered Italy, China, Spain,
France, Germany and India rank
at the top of the chart registering
53, 52, 45, 42, 41, and 35 sites
respectively.
The procedure with which a
place is promoted to a World
Heritage Site status is not easy
and straight forward. To begin
with the place has exhibiting
cultural and/or natural heritage of
‘outstanding universal value’ and,
at least, ‘meet one of a set of World
Heritage criteria’. However,
that is only the beginning; in
order for a property or place
to be considered for inclusion

in the World Heritage Site list,
there is an elaborate procedure
that needs to be followed by the
country which is requesting the
status. First, the country needs
to provide a tentative list of sites
to be considered for inscription.
And here, it should be noted that
only countries that have signed
the World Heritage Convention,
pledging to protect their natural
and cultural heritage, can
submit nomination proposals for
properties on their territory to
be considered for inclusion in
UNESCO’s World Heritage List.
After submitting the tentative list,
the country in question produces
and submits to the World Heritage
Centre for review a nomination
file which should exhaustively
include all the necessary
documentation and maps. The
Centre checks the thoroughness of
the file and sends it for evaluation
to the appropriate Advisory
Bodies. Then, the nominated site
is evaluated by three Advisory
Bodies. Two Advisory Bodies
mandated by the World Heritage
Convention, the International
Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) and the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), independently
evaluate the site. And a third
Advisory Body, the International
Centre for the Study of the
Preservation and Restoration of
Cultural Property (ICCROM)
also makes an evaluation. After
the nomination and evaluation,
a final decision is then made by
the intergovernmental World

Continued on page 7
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Abba Shawl
Alemseged Tesfai
(Submitted to the Asmara Heritage
Project in 2015)
One cannot speak of Asmara’s
unique heritage without giving
due credit to the zone that helped it
acquire its exalted status. For on the
hill to the northeast, overlooking the
very heart of the city, the Campo
Cintato, were the cluttered houses,
the narrow alleys, the mud huts and
agudos - the living quarters of the
indigenous population. True, none
of these will claim the architectural
worth that Asmara’s “historical
perimeter” is now famous for. But,
Campo Cintato would be bereft of
the culture and colour that Eritreans
have given to it, if the central role
played by Abba Shawl (pronounced
Shawul) in its construction and
preservation is not considered
worthy of a parallel treatment. Abba
Shawl and Campo Cintato still retain
their respective original forms; they
still complement each other.
Prior to Italian occupation, the hill
on which Abba Shawl is constructed
was known locally as, Gnbar Abba
Awts. It was a thickly forested,
uninhabited wilderness of cypress
trees and thorny bushes where wild
animals roamed at will. The first
settlements began on the eve of the
Italian arrival, when a feudal lord,
Kentiba Desta, from the village of
Tse’Azega brought his family and
troops to set up camp at the top of
the hill. Kentiba Desta had a vassal
from Tigrai in Ethiopia, a man of
wit and abilities who helped him in
administrative chores. The latter had
a horse called “Abba Shawl”, which
was also the vassal’s battle cry.
The name Abba Shawl thus comes
from the man and the horse that,
in the fulfillment of the vassal’s
administrative duties, had become
ubiquitous neighbourhood fixtures.
With the growth in population
in Italian times, Abba Shawl
expanded enough to create extended
administrative districts such as Geza
Banda (Habesha), Haddish Adi,
Geza Berhanu and new adjacent
settlements like Edaga Hamus,
Edaga Arbi, Mercato, Kidane
Mehret… But the honour of having
been the original hub of Eritrean
urban settlement incontestably goes
to Abba Shawl.
If the houses of Abba Shawl were
cluttered and crowded, the rooms in
every house were swarming with
family members, visitors, renters
and even passersby. The legendary

Abba Shawl hospitality, still in many
ways retained by Asmara residents,
was bred of necessity, of the habit of
sharing that a life of proximity and
common needs brings about. It was
this good neighbourliness that has
left a lasting imprint on the culture
and character of Asmara.
People shared everything; above
all they shared their secrets. In
rows of housing where cardboard,
corrugated sheets or porous walls
were the only partition between
families, there could be no privacy.
A culture of openness thus evolved
and common solutions were sought
for common problems. Sharing,
materially and spiritually, became the
norm. Self-help groups (the ekub),
and religious gatherings provided
forums for discussion. Street safety
evolved into a community concern
as did child discipline and education.
The practice of arbitration and the
settlement of disputes within the
neighbourhood and inside these

associations prevailed over police
intervention and court adjudication,
a much later development.
It was, above all, an egalitarian
community where district chiefs,
judges and native officers of the
colonial military and administration
freely mixed with less fortunate
subjects with mutual respect and
devoid of class antagonism and
acrimony. Every Eritrean ethnic
group was represented in Abba
Shawl, as was every religion.
Inclusiveness and tolerance to ethnic,
religious and cultural diversity, traits
that Asmara still holds dear as its
special heritage, was bred in Abba
Shawl and its later offshoots. It is
significant and a great credit to the
zone, that in spite of all the disparity
in faith, class and ethnicity, it never
registered any home bred strife or
sectarian violence.
With all its unlit narrow streets,
blind alleys, and dead ends, Abba
Shawl has all the characteristics

of a ghetto. In fact, recent Tiginya
literature is using the word “shawl”
to mean ghetto. Its inhabitants insist
that this is a misnomer. True, Italian
colonizers used Abba Shawl to
confine natives to a restricted area:
to keep them off the territory that
they had reserved for themselves.
It was therefore a ghetto in the
sense that it resulted from a policy
of discrimination and exclusion
similar, say, to the Jewish ghettos in
the European capitals of the earlier
centuries. But the discrimination
came from a colonial master
with a different political system,
religion, morality and culture. The
mass confinement of Eritreans to
Abba Shawl and other subsequent
zones was a physical phenomenon.
It could in no way establish the
spiritual superiority of the European
colonizer. Nor could a European
culture and set of beliefs penetrate
the established customs and religions
of an old society.

It is not surprising therefore that no
significant subculture of undesirable
traits developed at Abba Shawl or
the other similarly restricted areas
throughout the country. The Italians
set up modern government, effective
administration, and introduced up
to date technology to an essentially
traditional African setting. But
the dominant culture was what
the “natives” took to Abba Shawl
and what they brought back when
they came to the Campo Cintato
as the artisans, masons, surveyors,
accountants, junior clerks, guards,
household servants and daily
labourers whose land, toil, sacrifice
and acquired skills form an integral
part of the Italian architectural finesse
that Asmara has to offer.
From start to finish, Italian
culture stayed superficial. First,
Eritreans were too deeply rooted
in their respective customs and
faiths to fall for the alien norms and
beliefs introduced by the colonizer.
Orthodox Christianity had entered

Eritrea in the 4th Century AD. Islam
had found its first converts when the
Prophet Mohammed was still alive
in mid 7th Century. These were thus
religions that had coexisted side by
side for centuries, too entrenched
for European missionaries to
penetrate easily. Even Catholicism
had preceded the Italian arrival by
several decades.
But, equally significant, was the
fact that the Italians did all they
could to insulate themselves and
their culture from extension to their
colonial subjects. Eritreans were
denied modern education beyond
the 4th Grade; their access to modern
technology was limited by design to
the rudimentary skills the masters
were willing to share for their own
expediency; with the advent of
fascism, Eritreans were subjected to
apartheid-type discrimination…
The outcome of this policy
of conscious discrimination and
aloofness was that European culture
in Eritrea largely remained a culture
confined to an alien enclave. What
trickle effect it had on zones like
Abba Shawl, barely two kilometers
away from the hub of the Italian
presence, although significant in
instilling a feel for urbanization,
industrialization and modernity in
the minds of the populace, could not
alter their traditional ways, faiths and
senses of worth and identity.
Eritreans thus did not succumb
to a culture of alienation and
depression or of anger and hatred
that their circumstances would
otherwise have imposed on them.
Rather than harbour resentment and
antagonism to the modernity and
relative affluence in the European
sector, therefore, natives of Asmara
adopted an attitude of acceptance,
even a sense of ownership of the
city that was evolving in their very
midst, with much of their own
labour. Ultimately, Eritrean love and
pride for the beauty and dignity of
Asmara was to form one of the bases
for the upsurge of nationalism that
was to see the country through to full
independence a century after the city
became its recognized capital.
Abba Shawl’s bond with Asmara’s
historic perimeter is such that one
could not have existed without the
other. The preservation of Asmara’s
rich architectural heritage cannot be
imagined without the local sense
of attachment and ownership first
established at Abba Shawl. In short,
just as Asmara would lose its lustre,

beauty and attraction without the
preserved European environment,
it would similarly lose its culture
and essence without Abba Shawl’s
indigenous and, indeed, jealous
guardianship and protection of its
heritage.
In the 1960’s, during the illustrious
tenure of Mayor Haregot Abbay,
Abba Shawl was marked for
destruction and urban reconstruction.
Its residents were notified to that
effect and provided with choices
for an alternative outside of the
district. The outpouring of grief and
indignation that ensued was startling
in its immediacy and intensity.
Reconstructing Abba Shawl to
suit the demands of urbanization
and improve its amenities was
not in itself objectionable. But the
resettlement of its founding residents
would eliminate its defining tradition
of inclusiveness and tolerance. A
development that would alienate and
render homeless the deprived and
unfortunate, would almost amount to
an act of cruelty.
So Abba Shawl and its environs
live on, in many places pretty much
in their old, original form. The few
asphalted streets crossing the zone
are still fed by the narrow alleys of
a century ago. Neither have the few
villas, rows of modern houses and
one story buildings totally done
away with the crammed shacks
that gave to Asmara many of its
personalities and luminaries. Famous
historical figures – freedom fighters,
politicians, bureaucrats and soldiers,
artists, footballers and wits – learned
their respective trades in that melting
pot.
Indeed, Abba Shawl has a magical
hold on Asmarans in general. Its
inclusion in the historic perimeter of
Asmara is therefore deeply rooted in
the psyche of the city. The need to
restructure and modernize it cannot
be put into question. Asmara’s further
growth as a cosmopolitan capital
has been demanding it. But, how to
accomplish this without destroying
the social, cultural and psychological
balance that is based in Abba Shawl
and its sister districts will remain
a challenge for urban planners and
decision makers.
One thing is clear. The possible
recognition of the Asmara “historic
perimeter” as a world heritage site
will be incomplete if the indigenous
culture, as represented by Abba
Shawl, is not included in that
recognition.
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“Decreasing impairment and
risks of mercury…”
Makda Solomon
Although, gold mining started
in Eritrea centuries back, mercury
amalgamation processes started
during the Italian colonization
across the country, particularly in
the western lowlands and central
highlands. Preliminary surveys
on mercury contamination in soil
conducted in the lowlands of Eritrea,
where Artisanal and Small Scale
Gold mining (ASGM) had been
common, show that the amount of
mercury deposits in soil is estimated
to be substantial although there have
not been horrific effects of mercury.

concern of mercury contamination,
and added scientific studies have
revealed that mercury pollution in
Sub-Saharan Africa region alone
accounts for about 16.1% of the
global total anthropogenic mercury
emissions to the atmosphere.
Mercury of course provides a
wide range of benefits such as in
electrical and electronic fields,
health services, amalgamation in
the mining sector etc. However
mercury and its wastes are among
the most hazardous substances
and if mismanaged it could trigger
irreversible damage to human

management of mercury in the
Artisanal and Small Scale Gold
Mining in Eritrea. The development
of NAP and implementation
modalities will be integrated in the
National Development Strategies and
will contribute to the achievement of
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in Eritrea.
Throughout the workshop research
papers were presented about the
illegal importation of mercury,
and illegal mining using mercury,
which may cause skin problems,
problems of respiratory system, and
reproductive system, mental illness
and cancer.
“We will work together to decrease
to its minimum level the impairment
and risks of mercury and increase
the awareness of the people about
the adverse effects of mercury”
Mrs. Aster Reda’ezgi, Director of
Environment Management division
in the ministry, said.

The Ministry of Land, Water
and Environment (MoLWE), in
partnership with the United Nations
Institute for Training and research
(UNITAR), organized a two-day
inception work shop regarding the
“Development of Minamata Initial
Assessment and National Action
Plan for the Artisanal and SmallScale Gold Mining in Eritrea”.
The workshop was held at Eritrean
National Chamber of Commerce
in Asmara on the 25th and 26th of
July.
Mr. Mogos Woldeyonannes,
director general of the Environment
Department, opened the workshop.
In his opening speech, Mr. Mogos
expressed his gratitude to the
representative of the UNITAR,
administrators, representatives of
different governmental and nongovernmental factories, including
the administrators of different
administrations and the participants
of the event. He said that,
amalgamation of mercury in the
Artisanal Mining has been a serious

health and the environment. Due to
this fact, the issue of mercury has
got global attention which resulted
in the creation of the Minamata
Convention on Mercury in 2013.

Mrs. Aster further noted that since
mercury is a hazardous element
and can be transferred easily from
the environment to human body,
the administration of mercury in
the right way is very important.
Furthermore, she said, artisanal gold
mining is illegal and at the same time
it is done with illegally imported
mercury, so its administration and
giving license to artisanal and small
scale gold mining is important and
current timely.

The workshop focused on
Artisanal and Small-scale Gold
Mining (ASGM) and drafting the
National Action Plan (NAP) which
will provide a good basis for the

In her presentation, she stressed
traditional mining unintentionally
harms people via the toxic emissions
of mercury, all concerned bodies of
government institutions, ministries,

associations and non-governmental
organizations need to work hard
in increasing the awareness of the
people.
She said that assessing the
outcomes of mercury and making
research on the sites in which
traditional mining is practiced
through mercury is the first and
foremost agenda item of the work
shop and the next step is to ratify
the Minamata convention.
Minanata
convention
was
adopted on 10th October 2013 at
the diplomatic conference held in
Kumamoto, Japan, in which 128
countries ratified it and agreed to
work on it. Eritrea has notified the
secretariat that it is taking meaningful
steps to ratify the convention.
Mr. Ermias Yohannes from the
Ministry of Energy and Mines,
said traditional mining started in
1900 by means of panning with
Italian colonization came enormous
gold mining in Awgaro and later in

Haykota, Megorayb and Zara, in
1931. Mercury as an amalgamation
was introduced during that period.
Mr. Ermias also stressed
that though traditional mining
is illegal, there are some who
practice artisanal gold mining. So
they need to shift their economic
base to other activities because the
effects of artisanal gold mining are
much worse than benefits.
Mr. Yost Hanin, representative
of the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR),
said that UNITAR is working in
Eritrea because of its support to
the Ministry of Land, Water and
Environment in implementing
project to protect Eritreans from
the adverse effects of mercury
emission. Since mercury is toxic
heavy metal that is used in a
wide variety of products and
processes, including the artisanal
and small scale gold mining, so
this is inception for project that
will be implemented together with
the Ministry of Land, Water and
Environment, UNITAR and United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and it is financed by
the Global Environment Facility
(GEF). Furthermore, he said that
over the next one year and half,
a series of activities will be done
regarding the management of
mercury.
Concluding the workshop, Mr.
Mogos Woldeyonannes asserted
that the ideas from different sectors
and participants will be a mile
stone for the future assessment
on the use and the management
of mercury in Eritrea and the
development of NAP.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES
RFP/002/2017 -B
The state of Eritrea has received a Grant from Global Fund to Fight HIV AIDS, Malaria TB, and intends to apply a portion of this fund to eligible payments under the below mentioned consultancy .
Now The Project Management unit of Ministry of Health seeks consultant firms for the following assessment on:1. Utilization of Health Communication Materials for the Health promotion program in Eritrea
2. Formative assessment of nomadic population on health topics of Malaria /HIV Aids,TB and Vaccination.
Hence it requests the submission of Technical and Financial Proposals for the above cited assignments on or before July 14, 2017.
Requirements:a) The consultant should be registered and having license 2016.
b) Should have at least Master’s degree in public health epidemiology and preferably on communication and health promotion.
c) Should have the experience of conducting successful health promotion related studies.
Please note that you can collect all documents in soft copies ( RFP,Terms of reference) from the office - Project Managements Unit of Ministry of Heath
,Asmara, Eritrea during office hours .
Tel: PMU/MOH - 291-1-122978/ 124360

Local News
Sports and culture Week in Hamelmalo
Junior school students sports and cultural week has been conducted in Hamelmalo sub-zone. Ms. Nejat Al-Amin,
Head of Culture, Sports and Health at the Education Ministry’s branch in Anseba region, lauded the contribution
teachers and parents to the success of the program and added that the event provided a platform for students to
identify their talents and share experience.

Growing Female Graduates
in Tertiary Education

Mr. Yacob Idris, Administrator of the sub-zone, equally noted that the event was very significant in upgrading
extracurricular competence of the students. Meanwhile, similar sports and cultural week is being conducted in all
junior schools of Anseba region.

Mendefera Sub-zone: Commendable
Educational Progress
Commendable
educational
progress has been registered in
Mendefera Zub-zone. This was
disclosed at an assessment meeting
as regards 2016/2017 academic
year in which school directors and

supervisors participated.
Mr.
Abraham
Hagos,
Administrator of the sub-zone,
noted that the achievement
registered through the commitment
of teachers has to be in place

through the collaboration of parents
and other concerned bodies.
At present, there exist 11
kindergartens, 17 primary, 6 junior
and 3 secondary schools in the subzone.

The number of female students graduating from institutions of higher
learning over the past 10 years has witnessed remarkable growth.
According to documents from the Institutions of Higher Education,
the number of graduating female students used to be only 25% out of
the total number of graduates, while at present it equal with that of
males.
50% of female students from the college of Arts and Social Sciences,
College of Agriculture and College of Marine Science and Technology
graduated in the 2017 commencement, while the College of Health
Science and that of Business and Economics graduated 45% compared
with 40% of those from the Eritrean Institute of Technology.
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Asmara’s Upgraded Status: Honour . . .
Continued from page 3
Heritage Committee.
However, on more than one
occasion, the World Heritage
Committee has been subject to
criticism for under-representation
of heritage sites outside Europe
and for controversial decisions in
inscribing some sites. These days,
an extensive and costly lobbying
system has evolved around the
process of inscription that it has
become increasingly difficult for
poor countries such as Eritrea to
have sites put on the list. Which is
probably why, the governmental
and non-governmental parties
who have worked tirelessly to
have Asmara inscribed on the
World Heritage List ought to be
commended heartily.
There are six cultural and four
natural criteria for the selection
of the World Heritage List. If a
site is to be included the World
Heritage List, it must be of
‘outstanding universal value and
meet at least one out of the ten
selection criteria’. Asmara has
been selected as a World Heritage
site by meeting two of the six

cultural criteria; criteria ii and
iv. Criteria ii requires a site “to
exhibit an important interchange
of human values, over a span
of time or within a cultural area
of the world, on developments
in architecture or technology,
monumental arts, town-planning
or landscape design”. Criteria IV
expects a site “to be an outstanding
example of a type of building,
architectural or technological
ensemble or landscape which
illustrates (a) significant stage(s)
in human history”. The UNESCO
has added Asmara to its list of
World Heritage sites as the city
still holds many well-preserved
modernist buildings from the time
Eritrea was ruled by Italy which
has an outstanding universal
value that met two of the selection
criteria. UNESCO said Asmara
was “an exceptional example of
early modernist urbanism at the
beginning of the 20th century
and its application in an African
context”.

within an area of 480 hectares,
still stand today with have
survived and most of them are still
in a well-preserved state. These
buildings include the famous
Fiat Tiaglero building, a petrol
station shaped as an aeroplane by
the architect Giuseppe Pettazzi,
which was built in 1938, the
garage that resembles the hull of
a ship with porthole windows,
which was built in 1937, Cinema
Impero, completed in 1937, still
holds screenings for thousands
of Eritrean cinemagoers, the artdeco bowling alley with coloured
glass windows, the central post
office which was completed
between 1915 and 1916, and the
Bar Zilli building that looks like
an old-fashioned radio set, with
windows like tuning buttons, etc.
Moreover, there are a number of
captivating villas, stylish shops
and heroic factory complexes,
specimen of “modernism’s broad
palette, including novecento,
rationalism and futurism”.

Having survived a 30 year war
for independence, around 4,300
modernist buildings, which make
Asmara’s heritage unique in the
world, with a historic perimeter

The inclusion of a site in to the
UNESCO World Heritage Site list
means that if UNESCO judges the
site to be in danger, it may step in
to preserve it. Inclusion into World

Heritage list has a significant
advantage in boosting a nation’s
tourism industry. It can bring
masses of tourists to the country.
And a country such as Eritrea can
use this flow of tourists and cash
that can promote businesses and
create jobs. Heritage tourism is a
growing industry with the number
of travellers who incorporated
a heritage or cultural activity
into their trip growing by the
year. What makes the Heritage
Tourism even more attractive to
the host is that travellers who
seek to visit heritage and cultural
sites consistently stay longer
and spend more money than
other type of tourists. Hence,
Heritage Tourism is a significant
industry which can promote the
recognition and preservation of
the sites and contribute to the
economic development of the
host country.
Cultural, historical and natural
heritages, even those that are
not included in the UNESCO
Heritage List, are some of the
most precious, priceless and
irreplaceable possessions, of
not only a given nation, but
humanity at large. Over the years,

armed conflict and war, natural
disasters, pollution, poaching,
uncontrolled urbanization or
human
development,
theft,
invaders/tourism, etc. have
deteriorated and caused the loss
of vast treasured heritages all
over the world. The loss of such a
prized possessions in place or in
a country is a loss for the entire
humanity as it constitutes an
impoverishment of the heritage
of all mankind and its history,
not just a given nation. The
inclusion of a site into UNESCO
Heritage List is an important step
in the recognition of the site’s
exceptional qualities, which can
be considered of outstanding
universal value and, as such,
worthy of special protection
against the dangers that threaten
it. The honour of the inclusion
of Asmara into the list is also a
responsibility to the people and
government of Eritrea to cherish
and protect this treasure. The
good thing about the inscription
is, now that the city has been
added into UNESCO Heritage
List, the responsibility of its
protection would, to some extent,
be shared by the UNESCO and
the whole world.

The Cool boys of the Asmarino . . .
Continued from page 8
I was introduced to the club
through a friend; Yodit. I joined
later but what a delight?! Being
in the club means being able to
be young again. I have love and
respect for my fellow Asmarino
brothers and sisters. Our club’s
aim is simply not only to rejoice
while organizing and gathering
for reunions but also to travel
and see parts of the National
Development Drive. We have
scheduled a visit to strategic
dams of our country. We want to
express our gratitude to the actual
youth who are making everything
possible. Look at how Eritrea
is transforming a dry land to an
ocean? … Making this possible
in one of the arid areas of Africa
is miraculous.
Dear Asmarinos…
A city’s hygiene is not the

government’s job alone, it is
actually the public’s work too.
And especially now that Asmara
has been enlisted in the UESCO
World Heritage list we should be
very careful to keep the beauty of
this beautiful city which raised us
like a real mother. Please, please,
please Asmara belongs to every
one, so let’s do history a favor!
MESFUN KAHSAY

Asmarini club means relating
with the youth
In one of our tours, this time
around, we had headed to the
port citty of Massawa –which
by the way was home to part of
my adolescence. We went to a
restaurant for a night out and there
was a young DJ I thought maybe
he had the sound intonations
wrong. I went to him and asked if
I could help he said yes; and there
I was rejuvenating while showing
some of the oldies DJing tips. He
gladly accepted my tips and even
appreciated me.
So for me the club means a
medium of having the old and
new generation share ideas and
experiences. I say this because
every time we travel we travel, to
meet young people who are eager
to connect with us.

Supply,supply and supply again
I left when I was 16 because my
teammates and I were hunted by
Ethiopian soldiers. The clandestine
group’s, of which I was a part,
main task was delivering supplies.
We had older Tegadeltis instructing
us what and from who to get
things like Congos and Natselas
(plastic sandals and scarfs typical
of Tegadelti). At times, we would
put out pamphlets and run errands
for other clandestine insurgency
groups.
Disco DJ
Before I left, though, I was a DJ,
and the music and dancing styles
shuffle in my memories vividly
every day. I used to play Italian
and English oldies, youngsters
of back then swayed twisting the

night away. So what not to admire
about Eritrean artist of then? All
of the songs were purely designed
to metaphorically cry the people’s
desire for liberty. They had to hide
their meanings in simple traditional
metaphors so that the colonizers
wouldn’t understand... if you get
caught the penalty could mean
torture or death. Yet again we loved
our songs and we listened to them
even if it meant being incarcerated.
It takes a town to raise a kid
I miss the social and moral
values of those days. I miss how
every elder gets to take on the role
of a parent if they saw a youngster
do wrong. I miss everything about
then, yes I had a family, but my
city was family to my friends and
I. It takes a city to raise a kid...
and I was raised by Asmara.
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The Cool boys of the Asmarino blocks
Billion Temesghen
Most of us would agree that the best time of a human life is childhood. We evoke those days with happy smiles and sometimes drops of tears escaping the eyes.
We talk today to members of the Asmarini Reunion Club; more than four decades ago they were adolescents. And like the other typical Asmarinos, Massawinos, Kerenites and
the rest of the glorious Eritrean youth of then, they shared the love despite the harsh conditions of colonization.
In those days the Eritrean and the world’s youth in general saw its maximum glories in being young, fresh, democratic and just. It wouldn’t be an exaggeration if we actually dare
to identify them as the best the world has ever seen.
Generations of these beautiful minded men and women were students, revolutionary souls, DJs, troublemakers, clandestine independence insurgents, campaigners, mutineers…
In few words Eritrean youth of INSPIRING GENERATIONS of the 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s.
The men we talk to in this edition of Q&A remember those days not only in memories but also by organizing several activities which include reunions all over the world. Asmarini
Reunion Club is a social network group, harboring THE COOL BOYS FROM THE ASMARINO BLOCKS OF BACK THE DAYS. It must be a blessing to be in touch and hangout
again!

SEMERE KAHSAY

Memories
I was born and raised in Asmara
until I left for Europe. Those days
were dark days; days of war and
destruction. Derg soldiers would
come and kill anyone on spot,
sort of as if killing was a leisure
activity. Despite the horrible
reality, and despite our older
brothers and sisters flocking to
the fields to join the struggle for
independence, we were happy
kids. I mean a child born in an
era of war and suppressions
that would be his or her happy
reality.
Although we had decreed
curfews by the regime we made
sure that at least until the curfew
we would make the best out of
time; enjoy the company of our
friends at school, rejoice in the
warmth of our poor and divested
families, hide and listen to Radio
Dimtsi Hafash, participate in
some clandestine insurgent
groups and more.
However, no matter how happy
we were the endings would be
rather bitter sweet; many of our
friends joined the armed struggle
for independence and never came
back, many others left the country

to go abroad, many we don’t know
where they are… we got separated
in the quest of survival and safety.
And for reminders, survival and
safety at that time meant dying
and gladly give up your youth
for the people’s wellbeing. When
we were younger our way of
standing against the war and
Ethiopian soldiers was rejoicing
in the sense of fraternity and
nationality. We were extremely
proud young Eritreans who’d
refuse to go to Amharic classes;
we refused to learn the language.
We would normally skip Amharic
language classes and get picked
by the police and get tortured
for it. The Eritrean war for
independence was not solely
fought in the fields with guns and
bullets; every one joined, tons
of clandestine insurgent groups
would assist the revolution and
we, as young students, did our part
by committing to the principle of
free Eritrea and free people.
So, this is us in few words and
now that we are not kids any more,
we are aged men that simply
rejoice in the glory and legacy of
our generation. We reminisce a
lot; we miss our country and our
people every second of our lives.
Asmarini Reunion Club;
making contacts through social
networks
In 2012 my friend and I
decided to search for our friends
and neighbors of decades back
on Facebook and Twitter. We
then decided to make a group on
Facebook: the Asmarini Reunion
Club and create a page for all
Asmrinos of those days to be in
touch. It was a definite success
because many joined and it was

an emotional reunion. Who knew
that ‘old us’ would be able to talk
and see each other once again after
so many, many years? We felt like
kids again. Once the numbers of
groups were growing was the day
we started contemplating a real
reunion. And we made it! What
we do is choose top destination,
group members get to vote on
their most preferable destination
and we all go visit our friends
in that place –we have been to
Amsterdam and Toronto, for
example, then friends in those
places do their best to organize
a reunion and host hundreds of
Asmarinos. This year our friends
in Asmara invited us and here we
are.
Every time we come together
we do more than just dancing and
talking about our recollections.
We visit, hold seminars and
meetings and discuss objective
matters of our homeland. We
talk on how to strengthen our
nationalism and do more as a
union. We also get to learn a lot
about our country and people.

beautiful architectural buildings.
These beautiful buildings and
avenues have hidden in them our
stories; the story of our tough
and beautiful childhoods. These
buildings are silent testimonies
of who Eritreans really are: our
civilization and our refinement as
a society.
And the next step is
The next stop for the group
is to expand in size and quality.
Moreover we want to make it
a hub for us and the younger
generations to come together and
share experiences and ideas. We
want to help young talents and be
of help to our young Eritreans.
SOLOMON KIDANE

2017 reunion destination:
Asmara
We are in Asmara! Then again
it is a lucky coincidence because
we worked hard in collecting
petitions for the UNESCO cultural
heritage, we were overly thrilled
when the city we call home got
recognized by the world. Besides
collecting petitions we also posted
pictures of our childhood in
Asmara and attached pieces of our
memories. Since social network
is accessible and everyone can
retrieve any information from it,
we wanted to share with the world
that Asmara is more than just the

The trouble maker
I was literally on fire; a trouble
maker insurgent. I would lay on
the roads and scream to the Derg
soldiers saying: “hey you Dergs,
you slaughter people right? So
slaughter me too!” Once with an
Italian Eritrean friend of mine
called Ettore, we were about to
lit a truck on fire. As kids we
would walk the whole day, next
to any girls and pretended to be

their brother so the Ethiopian
soldiers wouldnt set eye on them.
Some sort of their personal little
guards. I remember Asmara in
a way that doesn’t seem to ever
fade. My memories are very vivid
and naïve.
Asmara of my days and Asmara
nowadays is the two extreme of
one pole. Back in our days we
thought it smelled like fruits. It
was very clean, the sidewalks
used to be washed! We didn’t
have access to all of the avenues
because some were reserved
for the colonizers but we still
managed to sneak in and enjoy
the beauty; and then, of course,
get in trouble for it.
Dyeing: living the dream.
I remember when we had to
leave Asmara and seek safety
in villages. In freed villages
there were Tegadeliti, we loved
our freedom fighters; they were
our icons. I remember my own
siblings joining the struggle for
independence; you wake up in the
morning and one family member
goes missing, our parents and the
children we’d take pride in the
fact that our brother and sisters
left to fight and die for a common
cause. Joining the war was like
living the dream. Some of my
siblings never returned home.
I learned half of my education
in Bet Timirti Sewra the school
of the freedom fighters, it was
probably the most memorable
time of my life.
Cheerishing Asmarini Reunion
Club

Continued on page 7

