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- COMMON MISTAKES IN ENGLISH

MISUSED FORMS
THE USE OF A WRONG TENSE

I

Using the simple present instead of the present continuous.

Don’t say: Look! Two boys fight.
Say: Look! Two boys are fighting.

The present continuous (and not the simple present) must be

used for an action going on at the time of speaking.

NOTE. The present continuous is also used for actions in the

E

near future, especially with verbs of motion such as: “come,’

13

g0,” “leave,” etc., “He is leaving for Eritrea soon.”

The continuous form of the tense misused.

Don’t say: I am understanding the lesson now.
Say: I understand the lesson now..

As a rule, verbs denoting a state rather than an act have no

)

continuous forms, like “understand,” “know,” “believe,

9 Ge 99 <6 LRI ’

“like,” “love,” “belong,” “prefer,” “consist,” “mean,” “hear,’

“see,” etc.
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