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THE USE OF WRONG TENSE

1. Using the past tense after “did” instead of the
infinitive without “to.”
(a) To ask questions:
Don’t say: Did you went to school yesterday?
Say: Did you go to school yesterday?
(b) To make negations:
Don’t say: I did not went to school yesterday.
Say: I did not go to school yesterday.
After the auxiliary “did” the present infinitive without
“to” must be used, an not the past tense of the
indicative.
NOTE. The answers to a question beginning with
“Did” is always in the past tense: as, “Did you see the
picture?” — “Yes, I did.”
2. Using the third person singular after “does” instead of
the infinitive without “to.”
(a) To ask questions:
Don’t say: Does the gardener waters the flowers?
Say: Does the gardener water the flowers?
(b) To make negations:
Don’t say: The man does not waters the flowers.
Say: The man does not water the flowers.

After the auxiliary “does” the present infinitive without
“to” must be used, and not the third person of the
present indicative.

NOTE. The answer to a question beginning with “Does”
is always in the present tense, third person: as, “Does he
like the cinema?” — “Yes, he likes the cinema”; or “Yes,
he does.”
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