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THE USE OF WRONG TENSE

1.1. Using the past tense after the sign of the infinitive “to.”
Don't say: He tried to kicked the ball away.
Say: He tried to kick the ball.
The past tense of the indicative mood cannot be used after the
infinitive sign “to.”
2. Using the past tense after an auxiliary verb, instead of the past
participle.
Don't say: | have forgot to bring my book.
Say: | have forgotten to bring my book.

The past participle (and not the past tense) should be used with
the auxiliary verb “have” and its parts.

3. Using “must” or “ought” to express a past obligation.
Don't say: you ought to come yesterday.
Say: - You ought to have come yesterday.
- You should have come yesterday.
- You had to come yesterday.

“Must” and “ought” cannot be used as past tense. To express a
past duty (which was done) we may use the perfect infinitive after
“ought” or “should,” or such expressions as “had to,” “was obliged
to.”

NOTE. But in indirect speech “must” and “ought’ may be used as
past tenses: as, “He said he must do it.”

4. Using the present perfect instead of the past tense.
Don't say: | have seen a good film yesterday.
Say: | saw a good film yesterday.

The past tense (and not the present perfect) should be used for
an action completed in the past at a stated time.

NOTE. When your sentence has a word or a phrase denoting
past times, like “yesterday,” “last night” “last week,” “last year,
‘then,” “ago,” etc., be sure always to use a past tense.

5. Using the past tense instead of the present perfect.
Don't say: | saw the Parthenon of Athens.
Say: | have seen the Parthenon of Athens.

If we are speaking of the result of past action rather than of
the action itself, we must use the present perfect tense. When
somebody says, “l have seen the Parthenon” he is not thinking so
much of the past act of seeing it, as of the present result of that
past action.

Source: COMMON MISTAKES IN ENGLISH

Litie Johnny's father said, ‘let me see your
Johnny replied, ‘1 dont have it”
“Why not?” His father asked.
‘My friend just borrowed it. He wants to scare
his parents.”
Aryam and Biely
Warsay Yikalo Sec. School - Sawa
source: jokes of school
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