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MISUSED FORMS

THE USE OF WRONG TENSE

1. Wrong Sequence of Tenses.
Don’t say: He asked me what | am doing.
Say: He asked me what | was doing.

When the verb in the principal clause is in the past tense,
only a past tense can be used in subordinate clause.

NOTE. But this rule does not apply:
(1) to verbs within quotations
(2) to facts that are true all times
(8) to comparisons
Thus we say:
- He said, “I am waiting for your answer.”
- He said that Asmara is a great city.
- He liked you more than he likes me.

2. Using “shall” or “will” instead of “should” or “would” in a
subordinate clause.

Don't say: He said that he will come tomorrow.
Say: He said that he would come tomorrow.

“Shall” and “will” changes to “should” and “would” in
subordinate clauses, when the verb in principal clause is in
a past tense.

3. Using “may” instead of “might” in a subordinate clause.
Don’t say: He told that he may come today.
Say: He told me that he might come today.

“May” changes to “might: in subordinate clauses, when the
verb in the principal clause is in the past tense.

NOTE. The conjunction ‘that’ is never preceded by a
comma.

4. Using “can” instead of “could” in a subordinate clause.
Don’t say: He thought he can win the prize.
Say: He thought he could win the prize.

“Can” changes to “could” in the subordinate clauses, when
the verb in the principal clause is in the past tense.

Source: COMMON MISTAKES IN ENGLISH

‘Isnt the principal a dummy!” said a boy to
a gl

‘“Wel, do you know who | am?” asked the
gi.

‘No.” replied the boy.

‘Tm the principal's daughter.” said the gitl

“And do you know who | am?’ asked the
boy

“Thank goodness!” said the boy with a sign

relief.
Aryam and Biely
Warsay Yikalo Sec. School - Sawa
source: jokes of school
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